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A POPULAR 

HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES 



CHAPTER I. 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE GREAT WAB8. 

Ik 1744, the disputed Austrian succession threw the whole of Europe 
into arms, and France and England were of course once more at 
war. In expectation of this cyent, when an invasion from Canada 
might be feared, New York fortified Albany and Oswego, and the 
friendship of the Six Nations was secured. This precaution was 
additionally necessary, as they had taken offence, owing to a col- 
linon which some of their people had come into with the backwoods- 
men of Virginia. At a convention held at Lancaster, to which 
Virginia, Pennsj'lvania, and Maryland were parties, the Six Nations, 
with due oratory and ceremonial, relinquished all title to the 
valley of the Blue Ridge, the central chain of the AUeganies. 
The western frontiers thus secured, New England proposed a com- 
bination of the five northern colonies for their mutual defence, 
which New York declined, trusting to enjoy her former neutrality. 

The war broke out. Fort Canso, in Nova Scotia, was taken bv 
the French ; Annapolis was besieged by a united force of Canadians 
and Indians ; privateers issued from Louisburg, and the eastern 
Indians again attacked the frontiers of Maine. The northcni pro- 
vinces were routed, and Governor Shirley of Massachusetts resolved 
to attack Louisburg. LouLsburg, the capital of Cape Iheton, was 
called, from the strengtli of its fortifications, the Dunkirk of America. 
Its position was one of great importance, commanding the navigation 
of the St. Lawrence and the fisheries of the adjoining soas. 
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The sctieiDe wae a bold one, and Shirley applied to the Britiw 
taioMtry for naval aisisiauce, in the mtaatiinc laying open hb' 
views to the gEncml asaeiubly, after hating first iwnni all the 
ben to «ecTccf . Six daja were taken to deliberate upon it. and then 
the Bcheme waa negatived as too hazardoua and irxpenaivc. And au 
it might bave ended, bad not one of the membcra. during his evening 
dcvoliona, been heard to pray for the Bucceaa of the undertaking. 
The acheme got wiudi atid the populace approved ; the pion van 
therefore again propoaed in the council, and carried hj one vote. 

Troopa vere iinDi<.-diuleIy raised by New England. Connecticut 
•ent £00 men j Khode lalond and New Uampiihirc each 300 ; but 
thoae of Bhode lalaitd did not arrive until Loniaburg waa taken. 
Pcnnaj'lTania, refu«in|t troops, fHimiahcd provisioni ; and New York, 
£3,000. a, quantity of provituina, and ten ei^-htceD-poundcrs. T^ 
great burden of the war, of course, fell upon Maasachusetts, who 
furnished on army of 3,250 men, with ten armed vesscb, — all tb«' 
tiahcrmen, whose trade the war had interrupted, entering the 
OS volnnteert. The command in chief woa given to 'William P( 
percll, a rich merdiant in Maine, who waa celebrated for bis univi 
good fortune 1 and Whitfield, then preaching in New Hampshire, 
sDggested Be the motto of their Hag, " Nerer despair witli Chriit for 
the captain ■." and one of the army thuploina, a disciple of Whitfioid, 
carried with him a hatchet, to hew down the images in the French 

Ane«prcse»ent toConmiodore'Warren, in the West Indica.nMiuest* 
ing the co-operation of auch chips a« be could spare, returned with a 
negative auswec JDst before the expedition waa leaving Itoalm. 
Nothing daunted, however, thoy act sail, and approaching Capv 
Breton, were prevented troai entering its horboura by the great 
(juoDtily of floating ice. Returning then to Caaco, ihrv lay then 
for sovcnl day* under ■ bright ikj and in clear wcDthrr, and het* I 
«rer« ognieably aurpriwd by the arrival of a squadron from Com- 
modon Warrvn, who hod received subfH>qncnt orden to i«Qdor all 
poHJblc aaaiatoace. The next day, nine vessela &am Connecticut 
Jcdoi-d them oloo, with the bvop* froni that colony. On the 30th of 
,\|iril> the fleet, coiiaisting of 100 vr*HeU. i-ijliriiig Cape BrvEoOi 
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Mine in light of LaiiiBburg, This coiomanding fortress, the tfsUs of 
-which Here forty (eet thick at the base and from twenty to thirty 
feet high, vus soirouiided by a dltcb t>ightj feet wide, and wiu 
fnmialicd with 101 cannoD, seventy-six awiveis, and six mortars; its 
garrisoD nntnber^ 1,600 men, and the hnrboor wns defended by an 
island battery of thirty twenty-two pounders, and by the royal 
battery on the shore, having thirty large connaa, a moat, and bas- 
tions, all so perfect that it was supjioscd 200 men could defend it 
iignitiit S.OOO. The assailants, on tlie TOiitrary, had only eighteen 
cBimon and three mortars. Reaching the shore, however, tbey 
irBeettA • lauding almost without opposition, and the following day 
Coloitel Vanghan of New Hampshire led a detaehmcnt through the 
wood*, past tho city, which they greeted with three cheers. The 
French, nt their approach, having spiked their guns, fled from the 
royal battery in the night, and the next morning Vaug-han and 
thirlwii of hia men, having gained posseaaion, defended It against 
the boats which were sent from Louisburg to retake it. Seth Pomroy, 
a gunsmith, and a major in one of the Massachusetts regiments, was 
uow employed in the oversight of twenty smiths, who were employed 
in drilling tho oannon ; and in the meantime, and for fourteen 
night' in sncoendon, the hardy besiegers were engaged in dragging 
Ihur artillery over tome miles of boggy morass impassable to wheels. 
ud for the carriage of which a New Hampshire colonel, a carpenter. 
uuM tr uctPd sledges, which the men, with straps over their shoulders 
Mid nidleg-decp in mud, drew safely over. Five unsuccessful 
■ttMBpta were made on a battery which defended the town, and tho 
Inopa, inanfficiently provided with tents and other comforts, suSercd 
MTTSvly in that cold and foggy climate. Bnt nothing could dannt 
thor srdotir. Selh Pomroy, the gTmsmith-major, wrote to his wife : 
" tADuburg ia an exceedingly atrMig pUee. sad seems impregnable. 
It Iwlo aa if onr campaign would tost long ; bnt I am willing to 
■t«f (ill God*a time MHIim to deliver the city into our hands." And 
Ua wife repliad in the same rcwiuto spirit : " Suffer no anxious 
bs to reat in your mind about me. The whole town is mneh 
d wiih concern for the expedition, how Providence will order 
Om a&ir, br which rcUgious meetings every week are maintained. 
I leKTB jon in the hand of God." 







At Ungth it was resolved that the Scet should enter the harbonr 
uid bombard tlic citj, whilst the land forces atlf mpti?d to scale the 
wnlla. '^'hilst thia vae noder meditatioii, a French ship of sixlf- 
fbnr guns, kdea with supplies, was taken, after an autive cngag»> 
ment, within sight of the town. Fortunately for the bcsiegera, di*p ' 
■ffeetioa prevailed within the walls, and the ^vcmor, dispirited b*^ 
this succcM of the enemy, sent ont a flag of truce and oSt 
capitulation. On the fortj-niuth da; of the Hicgc, Louisburg sur- 
rendered, together with the island of Cape Breton. When ihe 
oouquerori entered the city and beheld the strength of the works, 
their rety hearts sank within them at the greatness of their nnder- 
toking ; " God has gone out of the way of his common proTidence," 
said they, " to incline the hearts of the French t« give np this itrwig 
city into our hands." 

The loss of Louisburg exasperated the French nation, and a power- 
ful armament was fitted out to ravage, in return, the whole coast of 
North Americai but Providence again interfered in their behalf; 
the fleet, under the Dnke d'Auville, was scattered and destroyed by 
Htorms and wreck, and, to complete its misfortunea, the 
died suddenly, and his mccessor, in a fit of delirium, committed 
■nicide. The followmg year, a second fleet, sent out for the 
purpose, wfl» token by Anson and Warren. 

Ilic capture of Louisburg was not less a cause of rejoicing in 
England than in the colonies. PeppercU was made a baronet, and 
commiasioncd as a colonel in the British army, and Warren promoted 
lo ibo tank of rear-admiral. The report of Warren, however, u 
reganled the New England people, only conflrmcd the auspiciaaB 
which «(TC entertained of them at homo. " They have," said be, 
" the highest notions of the rights and liberties of Englishmen, and, 
tndeedi are almost leveller*." 

The Canadian French retaliated immediately for their 
attscking th« Kngiisb fhmticra and taking >e>-(-nil outpodta, hot 
great damage was done. This sncc8S8 revived the 
of tb« oonqoMt of Canada, and England, as well 
hogaa active preparations for corryiiig it ouL In Peunsyli 
wbrro hiUuTto peace principles had been vraj carcniUy msint 
an active military apirit, excited by Benjamin Franklin, 



1 



mmnnder 
9mmitt«A ^H 

the samm^M 

oieing in ^ 







■»ftcr tweotj jean of indiuuy, had acquired a haadsome property. 

K.prerailed. "He was the originator," aays Logan, " of two lotteries, 

■ tiut raiaed above £6,000 to pay for the charge of tbe batlerics on 

r, and he found out a way to put the country on raising 

e 120 compames of militia, of whioh Philadelphia raised ten, of 

men each. Tbe women, too, were so Eeoloos that they 

rifcrnuked ten pair of silk colours, wrought with Tarioua mottoes." 

I Sagui, himself a Quaker, though not a strict one, was highly Batis- 

1, M be aayo, with " Benjamin Franklin for oontriving the militia,' 

md be idds, that, " Franklin, when elected to the command of a 

ngiliiCDti declined the distinction, and carried a musket among the 

ffT"""" •oldiers." 

The peace of Aix-)a-ChapeUe, however, put an end to all theai' 
Mnbitioas achcmBS of cont^uest, and the mutual restoration of all 
pboea taken during the war being one of its conditions. Cape 
Brot«a ud Lonisburg, to the grief and mortification of the northern 
cokaiM, were retaraed ta France. The only thing which consoled 
TMiMiiliiiiiitlii for this loss was, that the British indemnified bcr for 
the eipensn of this last enterprise, to the amoont of £183,000. a 
vnry welcome boon, when her finances were luflering the most 
Mrioua embarrassment, owing to her extensive issues of paper 
■wney and the dqjreciation of the currency. It was proposed by 
TTiinnrf Ilutohinaon, grandson of the celebrated .\nne (latehinson, 
and now ■ wc&lthy merchant of Boston, and speaker of tbe House 
tf Repnwntatives, that the money thus granted should be imported 
in rilvsr, and applied to redeem, at its current value, all the out- 
■Uading paper. This was done, and for a quarter of a century. 
^« midreth, MaMOohasetts enjoyed the blesabg of a sooud cur- 



It wu jnat at this time when a great inroad was attempted on 
(k* ligiiily of the Puritan manners, by the attempt of some young 
Boftiahmcm at Boston to introduce theatrical entertainments. The 
ploy fint announced was Otway's Orphan, but it proceeded no 
hrtiicr than anuonneement, such exhibitions being at once pro- 
tending to disconmgo indostry and frugality, and 
■ UMllj to the inerenw of impiety and contempt for religion." 
tAicvt inuiwdiateiy followed the example; neither woqUl tkiQ 
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■offer aoch Babylonish pursuits. Two yeaia afterwards, a Lotidoii 
coupao; of actors came over, and aettd the Bmu's Stratagem and 
Her«liant of Vctkice, at Annapolis and ^^'UliamBbnrg in Virgiuitt. 
Connecticut aad Mnssacbiuctta being closed agtunst them, Oiej cod- 
fised their labom^ to Annapolis, Williamsburg, Philadelphia, Pertb- 
Amboj, New York and Newport. 

The pcaeo of Aix-la-Chapelle left the great causes of difference, 
the nndefiDcd limits of tho French and English claims in America, 
itHX unsettled, llie French, hy virtue of the discoveries of Ia 
Salle, Marquette, Champlain and others, claimed all the lands occu- 
pied hy the waters Sowing into the St. Lawrence, the UisHiaslpjn 
and the Lukes, and all watered by the Mississippi and its bniachet. 
In fact, they claimed the whole of America, except that portion 
which lies cast of the Allegauf chain, the rivers of which flow into 
the Atlantic, and even of this the; claimed the bosiu of the Kenne- 
bec and all Maine to the cast of tliat vallc)". The British on the 
ooutrar^, aaserted a right to the entire country, on account of Iho 
discorery of Cabot, extending their claims under the old patents 
vith more than equal extravagance, from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
Ocean. To sttengthen this title, they hud lately pnrehaerd from the 
chiefs of (he confederated Six Nations, acknowledged by the treatica 
of Utrecht and Aix-la-Chapello us being under British protection, their 
claim to the country of the Misaisdppi, which, it was stated, had M 
■ome former period been conquered b; them. 

The French, as wa have already said, hod in port carried out their 
plan of a chain of forts, to connect their more mtnt sctUcmenta on 
the Missifoippi with their earlio* ones on the St. Lnwreiice, when in 
17A0 a number of gentlemen of Virginia, among whom was Lnwrcnc* 
Wasbiugton, the grandfather of the cclehmled George, applied to the 
British parliament for an act for inoorpurating "the Uhio Com- 
pany," and giuiiting them 000,000 acre* of latid on the Ohio river. 
This WH done ; the tract wus surveyed, and trade commenced with 
the Indian*. The jealousy of the French wns roused ; and the 
Slaiquis du QuccOD, governor of Cmuwla. eumpluined to the authori- 
iIm of New York and Pennsylvania, threatening to seiic their tradan 
if (livy did not quit this territory. The trade went on a> balDni 
■nd l^e Frvnch carried out their threat, hnraing the village of an 
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bdiAD bribe which rcfiucd aubmisaioa, and seizing the Engliab 
n uid their merchitndise ; and the foUowing yeiur the number 
d imporlaiice of the Preach forts was increased. 
I Robert Binwiddie, at that time rujal gaveroor of Virginia, Edonned 
It Ukwc riolent proceedings, purchased permisfiiuD of the Indiaus ou 
« Monongahahi to build a fort on the janction of lliat river with 
Ike Allegany, aod determined to send a trusty messenger to the 
French commandant at Venango, to roquiro explanation aod Ihi' 
release of the captured traders. It was lute in the season, and the 
mnbaiiy demaaded both courage and wiedom. A young man of twO' 
•nd-twenty, • major in the militia, and by profession a land-surveyor, 
•nd wko wlien only sixteen bad been employed as such by Lord 
Fairikx on hia property in the Northern Neck, was selected for this 
aerrioe. Thii young man waa Geobqe Washington, 

The jonniey, about 400 mitea through the uutracked forest, and at 
the coaUBCOoement of winter, though full of peri] and wild advta- 
lure, was performed successfully. Washington was well received by 
the coamumdant, St. Pierre, who promised, BHer two days' delibera- 
tion, to Innimit his message to hb superiors in Canada; and all 
naooiucioiu of the present or fiiture importance of their guest, whu 
«■■ making aocunte obMrrations aa to the strength of the fort, tho 
Prmeh alBeeia repealed to him, over their wine, the inCcotioaa of 
Pnno! ta occupy the wboU country. 

The reply of St Pierre, the contents of which were not known till 
epcacd at Williamiburg, leaving no doubt of the hostile intentions 
of tha French, Bmwiddie began immediately to prepare for resist- 
ance, prmuaiiig tn the olEcera and eoldien of the Vii^inion army 
SOOjOOO Mroa of land to be divided amongst them, as an onuon- 
n^UMnl. to enhet. A regiment of 600 men, of which Washing- 
tM was appointed lientcuant-colonel, marched in the month 
of April, ITM, into the disputed territory, and, encamping at thu 
Qitat MMdows, wero met by olarmiDg intelligence ; the French 
Iwi driTBD the Virginians from a fort which, owing to bis own 
raaoaunandatiot), they were building at " the Fork," the place where 
PiltatiBrg oow stands, between the junction of the Jlonoogahola and 
tha Allegany, the importance of which poaitiiin he bod beoome 
awan of on bda journey to Venango. This fort the Frenoli bad Ui 
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flniihed, and had called Da QneBiie, in honour of the gOTemor- I 
general ; besides which, ndet&chmenl: sent agaiiiBthim were cDcsmped ' 
at a fen miles distance. Woaliiiigtan proceeded, surprised the ' 
enemy, and Idlled the comiDiuider,Jumonrille^the flrat blood shed 
in this war. 

On hifl return to the Great MeadowB,'Waahitigtan was joined bytha 
troopa from New York and Soath Carolina, and here erected n tort, 
which he called Fort NecBOBity. Frye.thccolonel, being now dead, tha 
chief commaod devohed upon Wiuhington, who very ahorlly set ont 
towards Do Qocsne, when he waa compelled to return and entrench 
himself within Port Necessity, oving to the approach of a very 
superior fbrce under De Villier, the brother of Jumonville. After a 
day of hard flgbtiog, tbe fort itself was surrendered, on condition of 
the garrison being pcnuictcd to retire unmolested. A singular 
circnnistance occurred in this capitulation : Washington, who did 
nottmderstand French, employed a Dutchman as his interpreter, and 
he, ^ther from ignoraucc or treachery, rendered the terma of tha 
c^itnlation incorrectly; thus Washington signed an acknowledg- 
ment of having "assBseinnted" JumoDTille, and engaged not again to 
appear in anna against the French within twelve months. 

Bilhsrto, the intcreolonial wars had originated in European 
quarrels ) now, the causes of dilute existed in tbe colonies tiienuelveo, 
and were derivable from the growing iinportanee of these Atnericoa 
jiniiirtnliiiiii to tbe motber-coun tries ; tbe approaching war, in con- 
sequence, oMuned on interest to tbe colonies which no former war 
bad poweued. It was now, therefbre, propoited by the British cabinet 
that a union sboold be fiumcd among tbe colonies fbr their mutual 
protection and tupport, and [hat the friendship of the Six Nations 
should be immediately tecnred. Accordingly a congreas was con- 
vened at Albany, in June, 17fi4, at which delegates appeared fr«m 
New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Haa«Bchusetts,New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut; Deloncy, goremor of New Vork, 
being the president. A treaty of peace was signed with the Six 
Nations, and the convention entered upon the lubjccl of tbe great 
union, a plan for which bad been drawn up by Bct^amin Franklin, the 
delegate from Pennsylvania, and which was oarelUly diacusaed. 
•Imw by oUuM, in the asMnbly. Beth William Pcnn, in IW7> and 
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Cbxe in hia "OEU^laaa," had propoeed a Eimilar aosnal congrew of 
«U the colonies for the regulation of trade, and these were the bases 
of Franklin's plan of anioD. 

Thta pUn proposed the establishment of a general government in 
the colonies, the administration of which should bo placed in the 
hamds of a goTernor-general appointed by the crown, and a council 
of foTtf-cight members, representatiTea of the Bereral pruvinccs, 
"having the power to levy troops, declare war, raise money, make 
peace, regulate the Indian trade and concert all other meaBores 
neccMary for the general safety! '^e goTemor-general being allowed 
ft negative on the proceedings of the council, and all laws to be 
ratified by the king." This phin was signed by all lie delegates 
excepting the one from Connecticut, who objected to a negative 
being allowed to the governor-general, on the 4th of July, the day 
on which Port Necessity was surrendered, and the very day twenty- 
two year* before the signing of the Dcehiration of Independence. 

This Mhcme of union was, however, rejecled by all the colonial 
oaMtobliM, on the plea of giving too much power to the crown ; and, 
■tnnge la mj, was rejected likewise by tho crown, becanse it gave 
too mnch power to the people. The colonial anion, therefore, being al 
■n cud for the prteent, it was proposed by the British miniBtry that 
y should be furnished for tltc carrying on of the war by England, 
bV reimbursed by a tax on the colonics. This scheme, however. 
• colonies strongly opposed, being averse, argued Massachusetts, tti 
thing that hhall have the remotest tendency to raise a rcveaoe 
ii America (or any pnblic use or purpose of gDvemment. It was, 
tluireforc, finally agrood to carry on tho war with British troops, 
tided by such audliaries as the colonial assemblies would voluntarily 
tambb. These pending territorial disputes led to the publication of 
OMCC oonpletc maps, whereby tho position and danger of tbc 
Britiah ooloniee were more clearly understood. The British 
sufcwJM oocopicd about a thousand miles of the Atlantic cowl, 
bM tboir extent inland was limited ; tho population amounted to 
abo«tt 1,600,<X)0, New France, on the contrary, contained a 
poptiation not exceeding l(XI,O0O, scattered over a vast expanse 
st brntoty &om Cape Breton to the mouth of the Mississippi, 
llMMgli priudpally collected on the St. Lawrence. The 'ocrv 
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temoteneta at the Freaub settlements, separated fiom the Engluti 
by iiiicii>Iored forests und mountains, placed them in corapwali 
security, while the whole western frontiet of the English, 6om iMainc 
to Georgia, whs exposed to attacks of tho Indians, disgusted hj 
constant cncroatthmenU and ever ready for war.* 

While negotiations were being carried on with France for tbe 
adjustment of the territorial quarrel, the establishment of Frcndl 
posts OD the Ohiu and the aitacic on AVaiihiiiglon being regarded as 
the commencement of hostilities. General Braddock was selected as 
the American major-general, under the Duke of Comberland, com- 
mander-in-chief of the firitisb army, liroddoek was a man of despotic 
temper, intrepid in action, and severe us a dlaciplinariai 
duke bad no confidence in any but regular troops, it was ordered thU 
the general u)d field officers of the colonial forces sboold be of sab< 
ordinate rank when serring with the commissioned offieera of llw 
Idng. 'Washington, on his return from the Great Meadows, found 
Dinwiddie re-organising tho Virginia militia, and that, actwrding to 
tho late orders, he himself was lowered to the rank of captain, on 
which be indignantly retiri<d from the service. 

In February, 1755, Braddock, with two British regiments, arrived 
in Chesapoalie Bay, the colonies having levied forces in prepnratioii( 
and B tax being already imposed on wine and spirituous litfuioih 
spitu of tlie general opposition to such imposts, and whlcli cieitcd k 
very general discontent, each &fflily Iwing retjuired on oath to stat* 
the quantity consumed by themselves each year, and thus either M 
ptMJure or to tax themsvlTes. Thisunpopulor tax gave rise to scvcnl 
uewspspcn, Ike'first newtpaper of Councctieut dating from this timflh 

Braddock having arrived, a convention of colonial governors mot 
at Alexandria, in Virginia, to concert the plan of action, whel) four 
expeditions were determined upon. Lawrence, the licutenotit-goTemar 
of Nora Scotia, was to reduce that province ; General Juhsson, from 
hi* long acqnaintanoo with the Six Nations, was selected to enrol Okt 
Mohawk warriors in British pay, and conduct an army of liidiuM 
and provincial militia against Crown Point ; Governor Shirley ww 
to do thu Mine against Niagara ) while Braddock was to attack Pott 

• lllldrvth, 
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Dm Q-f^ and tlivs woomir the Ohio Valley and take powcaaicm of 
the North West 

Sooft after BraddodL lailodt the Frendi tent oat a fleet with a large 
bodj of troopo wadar the Teteraa Baron Bieakant to ronfivoe the 
annj in Omw*^ AUhoogh Kngland at thia time had avowed only 
the deiign of leaiating encroabhment on her territory, Boaoawen waa 
ant out to cmiae on the hanka of Newfimndland, where he took two 
of the Freneh ahipa; of the remainder, aome aided by Ibg, and others 
hj altering their oooraey azriyed nMy at Quebec and LooiBborg; at 
the aame time, De Vandreaily a Canadian by 1nrth« and ibrmerly 
govctiKV of IxNdaian% axrired and aaperBeded Dn Qneane aa governor 



Thrae thowand men aailed from Beaton nnder Lientenant-oolonel 
WinaLow, on the 29th of Blay, fx the expedition against Nova 
Sootia. This "Winslow was the great-grandson of the Plymouth 
patriarch, and grandson of the commander of the New England 
forces in King Philip's war ; he was a major-general in the Massa- 
chusetts militia, and now, nnder the British commander-in-chief^ 
waa reduced to the rank of lieutenant-colonel. At Chignecto, in 
the Bay of Fundy, he waa joined by Colonel Monckton with 300 
British regulars, and advancing against the French forts at Beau 
Sejoor and Gaspereau, took poascssion of them in five days, after 
riight resistance ; and no sooner did the English fleet appear in the 
6t John's, than the French, setting flre to their fort at the mouth of 
that river, evacuated the country. The English thus, with the loss 
gf about twenty men, found themselves in possession of the whole of 
Xova Scotia : when great diifficulty arose, what was to bo done with 
the people? 

Acadia was the oldest French colony in America, having been 
settled by Bretons sixteen years before the landing of the pilgrim 
fiuhers. Thirty years before the commencement of the present war, 
the treaty of Utrecht had ceded Acadia to Great Britain, yet the 
settlement remained French in spirit, character, and religion. By 
the terms granted to them when the British took possession, they 
were excused from bearing arms against France, and were thence 
known as "French Neutrals." From the time of the Peace of 
Utreehtt they appear, however, almost to have been forgotten, uik\j\ 
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the present war brought them, to thoir ^eat miafortune, back to i 
rcmemkuDCC. Their life had been one of Ar<;adma peace 
simplicity ; neither tax>gathcrer nor miigistrale vos seen among 
them; their pariuh prieHU.BCDtovL'rtroin Canada, were their nnprcnu] 
bead. Bj nowcaried labour the; had secured the rich alluvial 
marshcB from the rivers and sea, and their wealth conaiHtcd in Socks 
and bcrda. Their houaea, gathered in hamlets, wero full uf the 
cemfbrts and simple luxuries of their position ; tlieir clothing was 
worm, abundant, and home-made, sptin and wots &om the flax of 
their fields and the flcocea of their flocks. Thus were the Aoadiana 
pnwpcrous and happy as one great family of love. Their popolatiim, 
which hod doubled within the last thirty years, amountvd at this 
time to about 2,000. 

Uafortnnately, these good Acodinns hod not etriclly adhered to 
their character of neutrals ; 300 of their young men hud been taken 
in arms at Beau Sejoar, and one of their prieata was detected as an 
active French agent. It was resolved, therefore, to remove them 
from their present position, in which they hod every opportunity of 
aiding the French. Lawrence, lieutenant-governor of Nova Scotia, 
Boscswen, and Mostyu, conunnndcrs of the British fleet, c<nuult«d 
with Belcher, chief-justice of tho proviucc, and the result was t 
scheme of kidaapping and conveying them to the various Britiah 
provinces, although at the capitulation of Beau tscjour it hod been 
strictly provided that the neighbouring inhabitants shoald not bo 
diitnrbi^d. But no matter ; they must be got rid of. for there was no 
aecnre possession far the English while they, bound by all the tiea of 
language, afibction, and religion to France, remained there. A sadder 
incident of wholesale outrage hardly occurs in history than this. 
The design was kept strictly secret, Imt tho people, excited by 
despur, should rise en mOM* against their opprusors. Obeying 
tho commnDd, therefore, to assemble at their parish churches, thcj 
wero surrounded by soldiers, taken prisoners and nmrched off, with- 
out ecremonyi to the ships, for tnxiispurlation. At Giuud Pt6, fix 
example, says Bancroft, 418 uaiu-iind men came together, wluo 
Winstow, the American commander, oddrcasod them, as foUon: 
" Your lands and teDcmcnIa, cattle of all kinds, and live stock cf all 
sorts, are forfeited to the crown, and you yourselvM are to be I'cawvtd 
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from this prarince. I am, throngh his Mi^osly's gDodaegg, directed 
to bUdw joa to cany off yaur moaey, and your hoDsohald goods, as 
Duu; u yav can without discommoding the Tfude jou go in." 
They were the Idog's prisoners; their wives and Cunilies shored 
their lot; their sans, 527 in number; their daoghters, 51Q; the 
whule, including women and babes, old men and children, amounting 
ts about 2,000 souls. They had left home in the morniag; thej' were 
nerer to return. TVondcrful it seems, that Heaven left such an 
oa[r*g« on humanity unavenged on the spat ! 

The 10th of September was the day of tronaportatioii. They were 
mudwd down to the vessels ux abreast ; the young men first, driven 
farward by the bayonet, but not a weapon was allowed to them. It 
wu aaoeoeof heart-breaking miserr, and in theconfiuionaf embark- 
atioii, wives vera separated from their husbands, parents from their 
children, never to meet again ! It was two months before the last of 
the unhappy people were conveyed away, and in the meantime many 
fled to the woods; but even this availed nothing, the pitiless coti- 
qnerors had already destroyed the harveats, to compel their surrender, 
and buret their fonnor homes to the ground. 

A quota of these poor, unhappy people were sent to every British 
North American cohmy, where, broken-hearted and disconsolate, 
ihcj becAtne burdens on the public chanty, and Ikiled not to excit« 
|itty by their misery, spite of the hatred to them as Catholics 
aod the cxaspenlion produced by the protracted war. Some 
Irw mwlc Uurir way to France; otheis to Canada, St. Domingo, 
nd LovisiBIia ; and to thiwe who reached the latter country, lands 
•V* avigDnl above New Orleans, still known as the Acadian 
c^mL. a number of those sent tu Georgia constructed rude Inats, 
tad eadnvonrrd to return to their beloved homes in the Buv ot 
Faody. G«acnUly speaking, they died ia exile, the victims of dijcc- 
liaa and despair. 

It mm be tctncmbcTed by our readen, doubtless, that one of 
lh» flasif poems which America has produced, "Evangeline," by 
LcnffitOcnr, is founded on this cruel and unjustifiablo outrage on 
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French from the Ohio. Braddock's troops landed at Atcsiudna, a 
small town at tlie mouth of the Potomuc, parly in Juno; and Colonel 
WaahlDgtoD, being permitted to retuin Ids rank in eonsequence of the 
reputation ho had already attained, joined the expedition soon after. 
Bradduck inudc vcrj light of the whale campaign; being itoppeA at 
the conuncncement of liis march, for Ti-ant of horees and wagons, he 
told Bi,'njamin Franklin, that after having token Fort Du QneHDe, 
whither he woa hastening, he should [iroceed to Xiagoro, and having 
token that, to FronCinac. "Uu Qurane," aoid he, "will not detain 
me above three or four daya, and then I see nothing which can , 
iihsTTuct my march to Niagara." Franklin calmly replied, that t 
Indiana were dexterous in laying and ezecnting ambuscades, 
savagca," replied Bmddock, "may bo formidable to your raw Araeric« 
militia ; upoQ the king's regulars it is impossible that they ■ 
make any impreKuiou." 

Among the wagoners, whom the energy of Franklin obtained, H 
Daniel Moi^an, famous as a village wrestler, who had emigrated n 
day 'labourer from New Jersey to Virginia, and who, having saTed ll 
wage*, waj now the owner of a team, all untonscious of his fntn 
grtntness.* By the advice of Washington, owing to the dilGcuity ol 
ubtaining borsea and wagons, the heavy baggage was left under the 
care of Colonel Uoubar, with on escort of 600 men ; and Bradduck, M 
Uic bead of 1,300 picked men, proceeded forward more rapidly. Fon 
Du Quesne, in the meantime, was receiving rcioForcemcnts. 

Braddock was by no means defieicnt in courage or military skill, 
but he woa wholly ignonuit of the mode of conducting war&re uoid 
American woods and morasses; and to make this dcSciency the 
greater, he undervalued the American troops, nor would profit by the 
opinions and experience of American officers. Washington tirged the 
expediency of employing the Indiana, who, tinder the well-koown 
chief Half-king, had already offered their servieo na scouts and 
advanoo poriica; but Bnddock rejected both tlic advice and thk 
offered aid, and that so rndely tlutt Half-king himself and his Indi 
wtrc serionsly offended. 
It ma now the 9th of July, and the govrraor of Du Qui 
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ptTe up hla fort m loet ; fin Braddock and bis army were that mom- 
iag otilj' twelve miles dietant. WoshiagtOD, about noon ridiag u 
little k-bead, looked back from tbc height above the right bank of 
the Monon^hala, and beheld the advanced g^Lird of regulars, headed 
bj Licntenant-colonel Gage, advonciDg, with ail the glitter of their 
brilliaiit uniform, into an open wood. At that moment the Indian 
war-whoop ioiuidcd, and they were fired upon from oil qtiarteTs by 
an invinble foe. The assailants, about 200 French and eOO Indians, 
hidden ia Hine nvincs on each side the rood and amid the long 
gTBH, poured in a deadly fire : the British troopa, seized with sndden 
panic, were thrown into hopelcsB confuaion, and would have fled, but 
that Braddock rallied them and exerted himself to the utmost to 
reilore order. Soceeedlng in part, and preserving something like 
the order of battle, the horrors of the moment were incrcfued i for 
hilt men, "penned like sheep in a fold," were the better mark Ibi' the 
invisible enemy, who themselves, expecting merely to harass, never 
lioping Eo defeat, were astonished nt their own success. The Indians, 
<in^lin|r out the officers, shot down every one ; of eighty-six offiuero, 
twroty-dx were killed and thirty-seven wounded; of the men one- 
half were killed or wounded. Washington alone Becmed to be pre- 
•ervn] aji by an eapccial Providence. In vain the Indian singled him 
nDl aba a* a mark for his rifle : no bullet took his life, though two 
hi)rv4 were allot tmder him, and four bullets, after the battle, wore 
tnnod lodged in hii coal. Well might the aavagc exclaim, " Some 
pvwvrfal Manitou guards his life I" This aiagnlar preservation of 
ilw young Washington, in the midst of death, attruetcd the atten- 
tlon of all. " I cannot but hope," said a learned divine, a month 
" that Providence has presrrved that heroic youth, Colonel 
n to especial a manner for some important servioe to 
Ul MUilry.' And in England Lord Ilolifas inquired, " Who is 
tU> Mr- Washington ? I know nothing of him ; but they say that 
bm htbamL in Bniddock'e action om bravely as if he loved tbc whi»t- 
ling td halleta." 

Braddork remained undismayed amid the shower of bullets; Ave 
hw W worn shot under him, and at length a ball entering his right 
wkv Iw fell mortBlly wonnded. With difficulty ho was bnmc off the 
flaU I br manj hour* he remained nlent; towards evening ho said, 
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"Who wonldhave tbonght it?" On the 12tb, Braddock being dob- 
veyed to DanboT'i camp, the remoiiting artillciy was dcstroj'ed. the 
(lublic stores and heavy ba^age burnt, to the value of £100,000, 
Dunbar oraiguing a» the reason, the dring genenil'i command!. 
The next daj they retrostcd, and the eame night Braddock died ; hia 
last words being, " Wc aboil know bettor how to deal with them 
onother time." Hi» gravu may still be Been near the public road, 
about a mile wqat of Fort Nccesnty. * 

Philadelphia was preparing for the triumph of victory, when the 
news of this shameful defeat reached the city, in the arrival of 
Unnbar, on whom the command had now di^volved. The whole 
frontier of Virginia wm thus left open to the depredations of iho 
Froiith and Indians. The French at Fort Du Qucsno endeavoured 
to withdraw the Cherokccs from their fidt-Uty to the English, and 
news of this reochiug the ears of Glen, governor of South Carolinii, 
a council of Cherokee ohiefs was called, the covenant of 
renewed, and the c«taon of a large tract of land in South Carol 
wu obtained. 

The erpedition against Niagara was entmsled to Governor Shirl 
who now, by the death of Braddock, was commander-ui-rhief of Uw 
British forces. It was intended that the troops destined for thiti 
Hcrvice should assemble at Oswego, whence they were to proceed by 
water to the month of the Niagara. The march, howi-vcr, was one 
of extreme difficulty, the troopB being disabled by sicknras and dis- 
llMrtened by the news of Braddock's defeat ; and when alter bx 
weeki it was aecomplishod, various adverse circutostances, violent 
wind* and rains, and the desertion of their Indian altiea, 
it unudvisable for them to proceed. Two strong forts w 
war, erected, and vessels built in preparation for Iheir vmbarkatii 

The troops destined for the eipedition ngoinst Crown Point, 
nsting prinnpally of the niillliB of Connecticut and MnssncJii 
vrore cntriwtvd to Oenerol (aftrrwarda Bit William) Johnson. 
June and JQly, about 0,00<) New England men, having I'tuDcas L< 
0* their nuyor>generBl, reofhcd thu portage between IladMO 
tnd taltt Gcorgf, wliurv they conslnicti-d a fort oallcd Port Lyi 
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b Fort Edward. HtrcUiey were jobed by General Joliiisoa, 
b about 3,400 irrcguUrs and Indiuas, towards the end of AugoBt, 
) bo aramncd camiiuuid and advanced towards Lake George. 
I Ifae meantiniG, having ascended Lake Champlain with 
I men from Mootrcol, troB now pusLmg on to Fort Lyman, 
1, altering his route, probablj at the request of bb Indian allies, 
10 dreaded the English artiUery, he eaddenl; attacked the camp of 
JohluoD. Alreadj informed of bia intended attack <m Fort Edward, 
Jotuuon had sent out 1,000 KIoKsucbusetts men, nadcr EpUraim 
Williams, and a tHtdyof Mohawk warriors, under a famous chief called 
Hendricks, for the purpose of intercepting their return. Unfortunately, 
however, thi< detach men t fell in with the whole force of Sicakau'a 
anny In ■ obttow de&ie, and were driven back with great slaughter, 
Williama and Beodricka bving soon slain. It was this Williams who, 
when jmwiiig Ihrougb Albany, made his will, leaving his property, 
in COM of his death, to found a Free School for Western Massa- 
chiwetts, which is now the Williams College ; a better monument, as 
lliidrelli jiwtly oliBfrTes. than any victory would have been. The 
lOM of the enemy was also coD&idcrablc. 
^^^HTTIw ftring being heard in the camp of Johnson, the repulse of 
^^^^Biaiiis ina nispccled. A breast-work of felled trees was therefore 
^^^■lliljr eonstmctod, and a few cannon mounted, which hod just been 
^^^fcaght up from Fort Edward ; and scarcely had the fugitives 
nached the camp, whcu the enemy appeared, who met with so warm 
• neepcian fkini the ncwly-plantcd cannon, that the Canadian troops 
Mid the Indians soon Bed, greatly to the chagrin of Dieskau. Johnson, 
faring Mr]j wounded, retired Irom the fight, and the New Englanders, 
udar their own oSccra, fought bravely for five hours. It was a 
tambkda; for tho French; nearly atl their regulars perished, and 
Dinksii WW mortAlly wounded, thomgh ho still refused to retire. 
Two CuudiMUi who wished to carry him &om the field, were shot 
itmi at lu> ride, and bo himself sima after, being found seated on 
ibo ftninp of a tree, wu wantonly shot by a renegade Frenchman. 
A HBad rcnuunt fled, only to be purvocd by a detachment from ForC 
EdwanL Lostcad of pumiing his advantage, Johnson spent the 
•ataaia In necting a fort on the site of his encampment, called Fort 
WiUiaMi RcDry; and the season being late, dispersed his army la 
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■heir respective provinces. In Ihc meantime the French i 
Etrenglhetiiiig their jmaition at Crown Point, and fortiljing 1 
deroga. These actions are known aa the battle of Lake George. 

Bcajamiii Froiiklin having about this time published an otcount of 
the rapid inercasc of po,)uhLtion in the United States, the attention 
of Engtaiid was turned to the immensely growing power of her colo- 
iiira. Let us he&r the reasoning of the two parties on this nibject- 
" I hove found," said the roynl governor, Shirley, who hod been 
cppooled U>, "that the calcolationa are right. The number of the 
inhabitant* U doublod every twenty years." He admitted that the 
demand for Britiah monufiictureB and llic employmenl of shipping 
ineicascd in on equal ratio; alHi that the sagacity which hud been 
difplayed in the plan of union proposed at the hilc congrrss at 
Alhany, might justly excite the fear of Knglaod, lest the culaniiits 
should throw off their dependence on the mother-countiy and set op 
n government of their own. But, added ho, Ui it bu considered how 
various are the present consthutions of their lespcetivc govcrnia 
how much their interests clash, and how opposed their tempers ■! 
and any coalition among them will be found to be impossible, 
oil events," said be, " they could not maintain such an indepeodGDc; 
without a strong naval force, which it mtut ever be iti the power of 
Croat Britain to prevent. Besides, Iho T.UOO troops which hi* 
Hqjecty has io America, and the Indians at commtiDd, provided 
Iho provincial governors do tbeir duty and ore maintained inde- 
jiendeBt of the atsemhlios, may easily prevent any such step being 

The royo] governor of Virginia, Uinwiddic, urged upon parliament 
liis plan of n gcnural land and pull tax, begging, however. Chat the 
plan might ooras entirely as from thum ; he urged also the sabver- 
siun of rhoTtcr^iiTcrnracnls, orgning that all wonld remain in a 
distracted condition until Itis majesty took the proprietary govern- 
ment into his own hands. Anutlicr advised that Duke ^^'illiam of 

Uumberland ihoold be sent out as witereign of the uuiti:d provtn 
of Brltiali America, on the pica that in a few years the ooloaiM < 
.4i«Ttoa would bo independent of Britain. 

Thasc Uan were prophetia of the fuinrt!, and Indeed were but ■ 
orhi) of tlw piipQiar »ci.:imcut Fnnklia was thiukiug, and k 
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•ni mmt tm m g ilxMdifaidi, iHiidliwwe winged nedi of liberty; 
Wodiiiigtati WM olfeoty doing gveat deeds ; and John, Adama, then 
1^ joong teadier of a New' En^^d freo-aoliool, waa ghing wo^ 
IdaaawliidLthoaaandalwBideBldniBdfwerapcepaied to torn into deedi. 
** AH cnalion,"aaid]ie^*']a liable todiange; migbty atatea aie not 
■■■inirtiifl Soon after the Befimnatioa, a fern people eamtf out here 
ftr fflntrff** aaka. Thia apparently trinal incident may tranafer 
^0 gnat aeat of entire into Ameiiea. If wecaa remofe theaetnr- 
bnlert OalEeai our people, according to the exacteat calcnlation, will 
In aaofhcr eentnrjr beoome more nnmorooa than England itadfl All 
finope win not be able to aobdne na. The onl j waj to loeep ns 
fton aetliDg up ftr omeltea, ia to dkunlto ns." Thef had fesrof 
ahraa^ ^Hit wrfoft waa atrtngtiL 
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CHAPTER n. 

PROGRESS OF THE WAR— THE CONQUEST OF CANADA. 

The plan of the campaign for 1756, arranged by a oonvention of 
provincial goTemors at New York, was similar to that of the pre- 
ceding year : the reduction of Crown Point, Niagara and Fort Dn 
Qaesne. The enrolling of Tolnnteer militia went on ; Benjamin 
Franklin being active for this purpose in Pennsylvania, and he him- 
self now assuming military command as a colonel on the frontier 
from the Delaware to the Maryland line. The frontiers of Virginia 
continued to suffer severely, though Washington, with 1,500 volun- 
teers, did his utmost for their protection. It was difficult to obtain a 
larger volunteer force, on account, said Dinwiddie, writing to the 
Board of Trade on this subject, " of our not daring to part with any 
of our white men to a distance, as we must have a watch over our 
negro slaves.** 

The war had now continued two years without any formal declara- 
tion of hostilities between Great Britain and France. Fa May, 
however, of this year it was made. 

In June, General Abcrcrombie, who superseded Shirley, arrived 
with two regiments from England, and proceeded to Albany, where 
the provincial troops and the remains of Braddock's army were 
already assembled — short of provibions, however, and suffering from 
small-pox. Abercrombie, deeming his forces insufficient for the pro- 
posed campaign, determined to wait for the arrival of Lord Loudon, 
now appointed commander-in-chief. This occasioned a delay until 
the end of July. In the meantime, the French, under the Marquis 
of Montcalm, successor to the Baron Dieskau, taking advantage of 
the tardiness of the English, had made an attack on Fort Oswego, 
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which it hod been intended to reinforce with a regiment of regulars 
nndcr General Webb ; but it was then too late ; the FortH 0»wcgo 
and Ontario were token, and Webb retired precipitately to Albaaj. 
Upwards of 1,000 men, 135 pieces of artillery, a great amount of 
■tore*, and a fleet of boats and small vessels built the yvor before for 
the NiBgan expedition, fell into the hands of Moiiti:alm. 

To gratify the Six Nations, and induce them to assume a position 
of Dentrality, Montcalm deatrojed the forts, after -which ho returned 
to Canada. These disasters were as discoarsging as the defeat of 
Bnddoek bad been in the former year. The march to Ticonderoga 
«ru mbandoned, and Forts Edward and William Henry were ordered 
to be drengthened. Feebleness and incapacity characterised the 
Offipaign. The Indians, incited by the French, renewed their border 
depredationi ; and the Quakers incurred no inconsiderable ignomin; 
by pennating to advocate the cause of the Indians, holding con- 
IcTenoca with them and forming treaties of peace. But thongh these 
■ wers against the spirit of the time, they persevered, and 
i in thai defending the frontiers of Pennsylvania as well as 
•OOM of the other colonie* by force of arms. 

On July 9, IT57, London sailed with 6,000 rcgnlars against Louin- 
bnrg, the important stronghold of the North, as Fort Du Quesne was 
of tb« WmI, and on the 13th reached Halifax, where he was rein- 
ftned by eleven sail of the line, under Admiral Uolboum, with 6,000 
J troopt. Nothing, however, woe done ; for on learning that 
• garrisoned by 6,000 men, and that a large French 
t lay in her harboor, the expedition was abandoned, and Loudon 
1 to New York- In the meantime, Montcalm, combining bh 
fima from Ticonderogn and Crown Point, amounting to 9,000. with 
SjOOO Indians, ascended Lake George, and Uid aicge to Fort William 
Bmu7, which waa at that time commanded by Colonel Munro, with 
la of 3,000 men, while Colonel Webb was stationed at Fort 
1, otily fifteen miles ^stant, with 5,000. For six days the 
gM l b OB madea brare reaistonce, nntil the ommonilion heingexhaosted, 
■nd DO relief ooming front F«rt Edward, Monro capitulated; hononr- 
aUe tenna bring granted, "on account," suid the capitnlalioo, "nf 
Ihatr bonovrable defence." Bat the term* were not kept. The 
lirlliaiiT attadied to Hontcalm's army fell npoa the retiring Bntia^, 
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plundering the{r baggage and murdering them in cold blood. Monro 
end a pnrt of his men retreated for protection to the French camp 
great numbers fled to the wooda, whcro they suA'cred extremclj 
mBny were never more heard of. 

In the civil history of the colonies there is very little to chronil 
during thia period. In Pennsylvania a dispute arose respecting tlw.< 
rights of the proprietaries to exempt their ovm lands IVom taxM 
raised for the defence of those lands. Benjamin Franklin visited 
England in consequence, and the question was decided by the pro- 
prietaries yielding on certain conditions. In Georgia, also, 
dispute in which the Creek Indians took a Urely interest, as it 
out of the claims of that Mary Mnagrove, the Indian interpreter, wl 
had materially aided Oglethorpe on his arrival in that 
Mary hod now married, for her third husband, Thomas Bosomworth, 
Oglethorpe's former agent for Indian affairs, but who, having taken 
orders in England, bud returned as successor of Weslry and Whitfield, 
and claimed the islands on the coaat and a tract of liind above 
Savannah, which the Creeks had mode over to her, as well as twelve 
years' arrears of salary as Indian interpreter. The dispute, after 
having continned tweht; years, was settled at this time to the eDtin 
BOlisfactifn of Mary and her nation. The islond of St, CatherijOB 
was secured to her and her husband, and £2,000 p^d in liquida- 
tion of her other demands. Georgia was also, about the anDa 
time, divided into parisbefl, and the Chiinih of England e«lablial)ed 

The unfortunate results of the campaigns of I726-7 were extremely 
humiliating to England, and so strong was the feeling against the 
ministiy and their measures, that a change was neecnsary. A new 
administration was formed, at the head of which was AVilliam 
afterwards Lord Cliutbam [ I<ord Loudon noa recalltd ; nilditit 
forces were raised in America, and a large naTol armament and 12, 
oddilional troopt were promised. After this groat expenditunt 
money and of blood on the port of the English, the French still hdd 
all the disputed territory. Th6 English were still in pOBseurion of 

I Bay of Foody, it is true ; but Louisbiu^, commanding 

le of the St. Lawrence, Crown Point and Tieondcroga on 
nplain, FiDotiuoo and Niagara on Lake Ontario, Prcsquc 
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on litlBO £rie» and tbe ehain of posts theaoe to the Ohio, were still 
in the bands of tlie Freneli. They had driven the English from 
Fdrt Oswego and Lake OecHrge, and had compelled the Six Nations 
to nentnlilj. A derastating war was xagmg along the whole north- 
western frontier; scalping parties advanced to the very centre of 
MassaefaosettB s to withm a short distance of Philadelphia, and 
kepi Maryland and Virginia in popetoal alarm.* 

Hie campaign of 1758 hegan in earnest Pitt addressed a eircnlar 
to the ookmiest demanding at least 20,000 men ; the crown nndertook 
to provide arms, ammunition, tents and provisions} the colonies 
wove to raises olothe and pay the *evies, bat were to be reimbursed 
by parliamsot. This energetio impolse was cheerlolly responded to* 
'tfassaibiisiitfB voted 7,000 men, besides such as were needed for 
frontier defence. The advances of Massachnsetts during the year 
amounted to about £250,000. Individual Boston merchants paid 
taxes to the amount of £500. The tax on real estate amounted to 
1 3s. 4d. in the pound. Connecticut voted 5,000 men ; New Hamp- 
shire and Khode Island a regiment of 500 men each ; New Jersey 
1,000 ; Pennsylvania appropriated £100,000 for bringing 2,700 men 
into the field; Virginia raised 2,000. To co-operate with these 
colonial levies, the Royal Americans were recalled from Canada, and 
large reinforcements were sent from England. Abercrombie, the 
new commander-in-chief, found 50,000 men at his disposal — a greater 
nomber than the whole male population of New France. The total 
number of Canadians able to bear arms was 20,000; the regular 
troops amounted to about 5.000 ; besides which, the constant occupa- 
ziaa of war had caused agriculture to be neglected. Canada was at 
this time almost in a state of famincf "I shudder," wrote Montcalm 
to the French government, in February 1758, '*when I think of pro 
visions. The (amine is very great; New France needs peace, or 
sooner or later it must fall ; so great is the number of the English ; 
to great our diflBculty in obtaining supplies.** The French army, and 
the whol^of Canada, were put on restricted allowance of food. 

The campaign, as wc have said, began in earnest ; there was no 
trifling, no delay. Three siiAultaneous expeditions were decided 

• Hfldreth. t Ibid. 
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upon i agninst Loiuahiirg, Tioonderogu, and Fort Du Qnesne. The 
puuGEsion of Lomsbarg was deemed very importaat. as opening the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and thus admitling the English at once to the 
capital of Cftnado. In June, Itoscawen ajipenred before LouiBburg 
with thirtj-eight ships of war, convoying an army of 14,000 men, 
chiefly regulars, under General AmherHt, but inclnding a considerable 
body of New England troops. The siege commenced. It was hem 
that General Wolfe tint distinguished himself in America; hia 
amiable diKposition and calm, elcar judgment early won the esteem 
and admiration of the colonists. Hera, abo, served Isaac Bure, 
raised by Wolfe from a subaltern position to the rank of m^or of 
brigade. The siege was conducted with great skill and energy, and 
on the 27tb of Joly, this celebrated fortrcaa was in the hands of the 
En){lish, and with it the islands of Cape Breton, Prince Edward's 
Island and their dependencies. The garrison became prisoner* of 
war ; the inhabitants were shipped off to France. Such was the end 
of the French power on the Quif of St. Lawrence. 

While the siege of Louisburg was going forward, Oeoerat Aber- 
crombic, with 1 6,000 men and a great force of artillery, advanced 
against Ticonderoga and Crown PoinL On the IGth of Julv, having' 
embarked at Port William Henry, he advanced down Lake George, 
and knding neer the nortliem extremity of the lake, the moralL 
commenced through a thick wood towards the fort, which Mont-^ 
o«lm h«id with about 4,000 men. Unfortunately, the vanguard- 
headed by tlie young and gallant Lord Howe, who, tike Wolfe 
already gained the enthusiastic affection of the Americans — ignoi 
of the ground, lost their way and fell in with 
party, when a ekirmisli took place, and thongb the enemy was drivel 
baokt Lord Howe fell. The grief of the provincial troopa, 
indeed, of the whole nortliem colonics, was very gn-at fur Ibe lam of 
this brave young man, to whose memory MussochusctU onerwoida 
erected a monument in Wcslrainsler Abbey.* 

Ibe death of Lord Howe is said to have onnsjdcrably abatMl the 
aidonr of the troops ; nevertheless, .\bcn:rambic, without waiting for 
aing np of his artillery, haateued on the attack of 
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^^^^BJMMMbu assared that the works wrre ud finished, and thnt it 
^^^|H|^^Wl7 Ix> tAkeo. The result, however, proved the eoatrarj. 
^^^HnteMtwork was of great strength, and defended by felled trees, 
flwlr branchea sharpeaed, and pointing outwards hke speiu^ The 
ntmiMt mlrepidit7, however, was shown in the attack ; bat, with Uic 
lorn of about 2,000 killed and wounded, Abercrombie was repulsed, 
■nd the next Aaj made a disorderly' retreat to Fort William Henry. 

Caloncl Bradstrcet, being shout to march at the head of the pro- 
rinciais of New York and Now England against Fort Frontenac, 
obtainol from Abercrombie, after this defeat, a detachment of 3,000 
men, and with these, having marched to Oawego, lie crossed Ijike 
Ontario, and on the 25th of August attacked Fort Frontenac, which 
in two daj-s' time aorreodered- Three armed vessels were token, 
and the fort, which contained military stores intended for the Indians, 
•nd profvimoni for the aouth-westem troops, was destroyed. On their 
return, the troops assisted in erecting Fort Stanwix, midway between 
Oiiwi^ and Albany. Among the officers who served wiUt Brad- 
■tmt were Woodhtdl and Van Schatck, afterwards distinguished in 
tha evolutionary war. 

Tbe vxpedition against Port Du Qnesnc was entmsted to General 
Forbes, who early in July commenced his march with 7.000 men, 
infliririig the Pennaylvanian and Virginian levies, the royal Ameri- 
esiia nKisDed from South Carolina, and a body of Cherokee Indians. 
Washington, who headed tbe Virginian troops, and was then at Cum- 
borioitd T«ady to join the main army, advised that the mitiUty road 
CM bf Braddoek's army should be made use of; instead of which, 
Patbss, indnced by some Pennsylvanian land-speculators, commenced 
■W%r'g a n«w rood from Ray's Town, where the Pennaylvanian 
Aifees were stationed, to the Ohio. Whilst a needless delay was thus 
■■iiiiil. Uajor Grant, who, with 800 men, hod been sent forward t" 
raoMiuiitpe. was repnlsed with the loss of 300 men, and himself 
tmkcii prisoner. This misfortune, and the Joss of time caused by 
nakiog tbo itMul, which drove them into the cold season, together 
with oonaidcrablo desertion and sickncts. so dispirited the troops, that 
m eonncil of offioen detennined to abandon the enterprise for the 
[Hill II [ Just at thai moment, however, a number of French prison- 
en Mid^Mltally brought in, revealed the feeble state of the garrison. 
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and the news of ihe taking of Fort Frontenftc renclung them nl the 
Mine time, it wus resa!ved to posh forwonl immediutclf ; and thoogh 
they were Ihen fifty miles from Du Queau(>, and hud, at the com- 
mencement of winter, to traverse nntracked forests, thcj Bucci-cded 
in arriricip at the fort on the 2Sth of November, when it was foanil 
lo Ijc a pile ofmina, the garrison having set fire to it the day before, 
and retired down the Ohio, 

The ponession of this poet caused great joy. New works 
erected on the tlte of Du Qucsne, Ihe name of which was 
changed to Fort Pitt, afterwards Pittsburg, now the Birmingham 
America. 

The consequence of thii saceeEs was immediately seen, by the 
position which the Indians showed for peace. The frontier* of 
ginin and Maryland were relieved fhnn their incunions ) and at a 
' grand council held at Easton, in Pennsylvania, not only deputies of 
the Six Nations, bnt from their dependent tribes, the Delaware* and 
utheri, met Sir William Johnson and Ihe goTemors of New York and 
New Jeraey, and solemn treaties of peace were entered inlo. In 
order to check the nortb-easlem Indians, who still remained hostile, 
and to prerent their intercourse with Canada, Fort I'ownall wan 
erected ; the first pcmuncnt English acltlement in that district. 

The great object of the campaign of 1759 wus Ihe so-long-dcdrcd 
conquest of Canada. The iolention of the Ilrilish minister was cai 
ronnieated to the various colonial assembhes under an oath of 
secrecy ; and thin, together with tlie fuitliful reimbursement of 
iaat jvar'i npensea, induced aneh a general activity and teal, 
nrly in the aprlng 20,000 colonial troops wero ready to take 
flekl. 

In coniMinonoe of his disaster at Ticondcroga, Abcnirombie 
supciaeded, and Oeneraj Anihunt bccanw commander-in-chief, 
plan for tha caoipaign waa as follows : Woifa, who after the 
of Lonbburtt had gone to F.ngland, and was now returning with • 
pawcrfnl Bct-t, was to make a direct attack on Quebec ; Amherst wu 
diroetnl to take Tieanderoga and Crown Point, and >u proceed 
northerly | while General Pridoatu, who commanded iha provinolal 
troopa and Indians, was to deacvnd the St. lAwronco after taking 
Furl Niagara, and Join Amherst in an attack ou Montreal. Sndi 
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mm the ptopoead plu. The three dmnone were intended to enter 
OuwdA by three diflEbrent rcmtee of oonqneet, all to merge finally in 
the conqneat of Qnebeo, the great heart of the French power and 
domittioain America. 

Aeoording to arrangementy Amherat arrived hefore Tioonderoga in 
Jnly, with 11,000 men, when the garrieon of the fort having heen 
weakened hy the withdrawal of foreea for the defence of QuebeOy 
both thie and Crown Point snrrendered without difficulty ; the want 
of veeaeli, however, prevented him for eome time either proceeding to 
join Wdfe at Qnebec or attacking BiontreaL 

Oeoeral Pride«az prooeeded in the expedition againet Niagara 
with hie pronpciali and a body of warriors of the Six Nationa, who, 
ipte of their treaty of nentrality, had been induced to join in thia 
enterprise. Prideaux advanced by way of Schenectady and Oswego, 
and on the 6th of July efifected a landing near Fort Niagara without 
opposition. The bursting of a gun, however, killed General Prideaux, 
when the command devolved on Sir William Johnson. Twelve hun- 
dred French, and an equal number of Indian auxiliaries, advancing 
to the relief of the garrison, gave battle to the English, and were 
rooted with great loss, leaving a considerable number prisoners ; on 
which the dupirited garrison capitulated. The surrender of this 
poet cut ofif all communication between Canada and the south-west. 

Sir William Johnson having so far accomplished his object, should, 
according to pre-arrangement, have descended Lake Ontario, to co- 
operate with Wolfe on the St. Lawrence ; but again the want of 
shipping, shortness of provisions and the incumbrance of his French 
prisoners, prevented his doing so. 

Thus disappointed in receiving these important reinforcements, 
WoUe was compelled to commence the siege of Quebec alone. The 
presence of Wolfe had already inspired the most unbounded 
etmfidencc. His army consisted of 8,000 men ; his fleet, com- 
manded by Admirals Saunders and Holmes, consbted of twenty-two 
ships of the line, and the same number of frigates and armed ves- 
sels. On board of one ship was Jervis, afterwards Earl St Vincent ; 
another had for master, James Cooke, the afterwards celebrated 
navigator. The brigades were commanded by Robert Moncton, 
alUrwarde governor of New York, and the oonqueror of MaxUiuii^. 
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WolTc selected as his adjutant-Keneral Isaac Borre, his old OBBodatlt 
at Loniaburg, en IrUhmau of humble birth, but brave, eloquent, 
unbitiouB. 

On the 27th of June, the whole armamDDt disembarked on the 
iiland of Orleans, just bclov the citj. We nill give a. rapid 
account of the events of this important eiege from Mrs. Willard' 
excellent history. 

" From the island of Orleans, '\Volfo recoimoitrcd the potition of' 
bis enemv. and saw the fall magnitude of the difficulties which inr* 
roundiid him. The citj of Quebec rose before him upon the nortli 
side of the St. Lawrence; its upper town and strong fortifications 
situated on a rock whoee bold and steep fi-out contiiued far west- 
ward, parallel with the river, its base near to the shore, thus pre- 
senting a wall which appeared inaccessible. From the nurth-weat 
came down the St. CharloB, entering the St. Lawrencejust below the 
town, ils banks steep and uneven and cut into deep ravines, while 
armed vewels were home upon its waters, and floating batlEriea 
obstructed its entrance. A few miles bclon, the Mootmorcnci leapt 
down its cataract into the Si. Lawrence i and BtPtngly pasted along 
the sloping bank of that river and between these two tributarin, 
the French anoj, commanded by Montcalm, displayed its formidablo 

"The first measure of Wolfe was to obtain possession of Point Levi, 
opposite Quebec. Hero ho erected and opened hEsavy batteries, whioh 
swept from the lower town the buildings along the margin of tho 
river ; but the fortificatiDnB, resting on the huge table of rock abore, 
remained aniiyarcd. Pctcciving this, Wolfe next sought to draw 
the enemy t!h>m his entrenchments, and bring on an engagement- 
Far this purpose he landed his army b«(ow the Montmorenci g bst 
■be wwy Montcalm eluded every artifice to draw him out. WoUk 
next creased that stream with a portion of his army, and atla«k«d 
him in his camp. The troops which were to commence I 
fell into disorder, having, with impetuous nrdonr, disobeyed 
canunonds of tlio generoL Perceiving their ouoAuion, 
them oft with the loss of 400 men, and ro-croascd the Mi 
monod. Hero he was informed that his expected sucooars ven 
liktiy to bil him. Aniheret had posKssion of TiconderogH ud 
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^^HOrown Point, bnt -was prepariiig lo attack the forcea witlidrawn 

^^HfrotD these pLacCB at the lale aiix Noix. Fritli/aux liud lost hia life, 

^^r and Sir Williun Johnson had succeeded him in the command; 

bat the enemy were in force at Montreal, and Itma neither diviaiuii 

of the Briti^ ann^ could the commander at Quebec hope for 

The bodil]' fatigues which Wolfe hud undergone, and his anxiety 
and disappointment, threw him into a fever, which for a time disabled 
him from action ; nevertheless be devised dcaperato means of attack, 
which, on proposing to hia officers, were decided to be impracticable. 
Finolij, it was determined to convey by night four or five thousand 
men to the Itjvel plain above tho town, called the Heights of 
Abraham, and draw Moatcalm "from hia impregnable aituation into 

continues Mrs. Willani, "perceiving that Bomethiiig 

le attempted, despatched M. de Bonrgainville with 

men higher up the SL Lawrence, to watch the movements of 

Eaglith. Wolfe, pursuant to his plan, broke up his camp at 

retnrned to Urleans. Then embarking with iiia 

y, be directed Admiral Holmes, vrbo commanded the fleet in 

Ich himself and tho army had embarked, to Boil up the river 

mile* higher than the intended point of debarkation. This 

deceived l)e BourgainviUe, and gave Wolfe the advantage 

i<r Iho current and the tide to float hia boats silently down to tlie 

daalinMl apot. 

Thia wu done about one hour before daybreak. Wotfe and the 
tro)^ with him leapt on shore ; the light infantry whom the force of 
tho csrrent was hurrying along clambered up the steep shore, staying 
tbtnaelves by the roots and branuhes of the trees. French aentinclB' 
wen (m the ahon; ; ono of tlieso hailed in French and was answered 
bj an officer in that language. Ewaping tho dangers of tho water'a 
fdgaw the; prooeeded, though witli the utmost difficulty, to scale the 
|*«(ipJM. The first party which reached the heights secured a small 
i^tiarj which crowned them, and thus the remainder of the army 
In the light of morning the British army were 
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discovered by the French, drftwii up on this lolt; pldn in the iumI 
advoDtogeoUB pusiliun. 

MoDtculm, leamiDg with snrpriBe and conBternation the advanto^ 
gained br the coeni,v, lell bia stiong position, and displaying hi« 
UncB for battle, intrepidly led on the attack. Being on the left oftlie 
Pretich, he was opposed to Wolfe, who was on the right of the 
British. In the Leal of the engagement both commandera were 
tODTtallj wounded. Thia wiui the third wound which Wolfe Jiad 
rcceiTed, and Isaac Borre, who fought near him, received a ball in 
the head, which ultimately deprived him of sight "Support mo," 
Hid Wolfe to an ofBcer near him ; "do not let my braye fellows see 
me fall!" Uc waa removed to the rear, and walor was brooght to 
quench his thirst. Just then a cry waa hcarj, "Tliey run! tbcy 
run!" "Who runs?" exclaimed Wolfe, faintly mieing himself. 
"The enemy!" was the reply. "Then," said be, "1 die contenti" 
and eapircd. Not less heroic was the death of MontcDlm. He 
rejoieed when told that hi* wound was mortal, " For then," aaid he, 
"1 »iiiill uot hvc to see the surrender of Qucbrc!" 

After the battle, GoQcral Townsend conducted the Fnglish affaira 
with great discretion. The Freucb on their poj-t appear to have 
jidded at once to the suggestion of their feai-s. The capitulation of 
Uucbec was signed &vc days after the battle. Favourable t«nna 
were gmntcd to the garrison. 

(jciietul Townscnd reluming to England, General Mnrray wivA 
left in command, with a garrison of fi.OOO men. Tho Fifiidt'T 
BTWy retired to Moolrvul, and M. de Levi, who had suoctrdL-d Mont- I 
culm, being reinforced by Canadiona and Iiidi.iiis, rilumod thM'l 
Ibllowbg spring. 17G0, nilh 0,000 men to Qacliec. Ocni-rul Muni^ I 
Icit the fortreu, and a second ilill more bloody ballk' nan fought Ok I 
the lluitthia of Abraham. Laiih army lost aboal 1 ,000 nn-n, but tlw J 
FtvnuU malutaiiied their ground, and the Englinh took refugi! nithia j 
tho forlresa. IIetc they were closely invcsli^l, until having rrecivEd 
Kciiifira meats, M. dc Levi abandoned all hope of regaining poaaea* 
sion of Quebec, and returned to hlontrfol, wtierv Vaudr«uil, the 
governor, assembled aL the force of Canada. 

l)niinHu of coRipkling tlii* grvet conquest, the northern colonin 
Joyfiilty contributed their aid, and towtrda the dose of the suBuaWt J 
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three ennies were on their way to Montreali Amhexst tt the head of 
10,000 men together with 1,000 Indians of the Six Natiim% headed 
hj Sii William Johnaon i Mnrray with 4,000 men from Qneheo; and 
Uaviluid at the head of 3,500 men, hy way of Lake Ghamplain. The 
foree which waa thai Inrought againat Montreal waa ineaistihle; hnt 
it waa not needed ; V andreml, the goremor, tuxrendeced without a 
atrogglc. The Britiah flag floated on the dty ; and not alooe waa 
poeK!emon given of Montreal, hot of Preeqne Isle, Detroit, Mackinaw 
and all the other poata of Weatem Canada. Ahoat 4,000 regular 
troopir were to he sent to Fhmce, and to the Canadians were 
goazanteed their property and liberty of wonhip. 

Great waa the joy of New Toricand the New Engkndstateain the 
conqnett of Canada, as their frontiers were now flnally deliyeredfram 
the terrible soonrge of Indian warfiure. Bnt while they njoiced from 
this cause, the Carolinian frontiers were soflering from incursions of 
the Chcrokees, who had been instigated to these measures by the 
Freneh, who, retiring frt>m Fort Du Quesne, had passed through their 
eoQotry on their way to Louisiana. General Amherst, therefore, 
despatched Colonel Montgomery against them, who aided by the 
Carolinian troops, marched into their country, burned their villages, 
and was on his way to the interior, when they in their turn besieged 
Fort Loudon, which, after great suffering, the garrison were com- 
pelk-d to surrender, under promise of a safe conduct to the British 
settlomcnts. This promise, however, was broken; great numbers 
were killed on the way and others taken prisoners ; and again the 
war raged on the frontier. The next year Colonel Grant marched 
with increased force into their country ; a terrible battle was fought, 
in which the Cherokees were defeated, their villages burned, and 
their crops destroyed. Finally they were driven to the mountains, 
and now subdued and humbled, besought for peace. 

The war between England and France, though at an end on the 
continent of America, was still continued among the West India 
Ulands, France in this case also being the loser. Martinique, 
Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Vincent's — every island, in fact, which France 
posacfesed among the Caribbces—passtd into the hands of the English. 
Beddia which, being at the same time at war with Spain, England 
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of Mexico. 

In November, 1763, a treaty of peace was iigned at Paris, whict* 
led to ftirther chimgeB, all being favourable to Brilaiu ; nbilst Mar- 
tiuique, Guadalupo tmd St. Lucia were restored to France, England 
look possession of St. Vincent's, Dominica and Tobago uilaods, vhicta 
bad hitherto been coiieidered ncatral. Hy the Bame treaty all the 
vast territory east of the Miasitisippi, from its source to tbc Gulf of 
Mesico, witb the eiccption of the island of New Orltans, was yieldt-d 
up to the Bcilish ) and Spaiu, in return for Havanna, ceded her 
jMHuession of Florida. Thus, sa3'a Hildreth, was vested in the British 
erown, as far as the consent of rival Europenji claimants could give 
it, tbe sovereignty of the whole eastern half of North America, Q 
ihe Gulf of ^Icxico to HuiUoo's Bay and tbc Polar Ocean. 
Minie treaty the navigation of tbe Mississippi was free tobothnatif 
France at the some time gave to Spain, as a conipensation 
losses in the war, oil Louisiana west of the Mississippi, which contained 
at that time about 10,000 inhabitanU, to whom this transfer was 
very unsatisfactory. 

Three new British provinces were now erected in America ; Quebec 
and East and West Florida. East Florida included all tbc eountiy 
embraced by fhie present Florida, baonded on the north by the SL 
Mary's. West Florida extended ftom the Apalacbicola Rircr to tllf j 
MiauBsippi ; from the Slst degree of Intitnde on llic north, to II 
Golf of Mexico on tbe sontli, thus including portions of the ; 
■totes of Alabama and AUssissippi. Tbe boundary of Quebec n 
ponded with tbc claims of New Yort and MnssaehuMtts, being a li 
from tbc southern end of Lake Nipissing, striking the St. Law: 
at tbe 45th degree of latitude, and fblbwing tlial parallel aoron U 
foot of Lake Champloin to llic boumtb of the Connecticut, and t] 
■long the higbhinds wLich separale the waters flowing into tlie fl 
lAwrence from tbuHe which fall into tho sea.* 

All, however, was not yet peace in the northern proTJDCCS. Tha 
English tnigbt possess tlicmselvvti of Frenrh territory, but thej taiM 
not win the hearts of the Indian, whom the devoted n; 
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the kiiid and politic French tnden had attached to their nation. 
When, therefise, the EngliBh, who treated the Indiana with cold 
contempt, were ahout to take poeseanon, Pontiac, the hrave and 
intellectaal chief of the Ottawas, who cherished the hope of reatoring 
hia nation to independence, endcavoored to excite the Red men 
against their new lords. "If^** reasoned he, addressing his people, 
**the Knglish haTe expelled the French, what ahoold hinder, hnt 
that the Indian should destroy them before they have established 
their power, and thns the Red man once more be lord of the forest ?*' 
Pontiac, by hia eloquence and energy, gained the co-operation of the 
whole north-western tribes, and the plan of a simultaneons attack on 
all the Brituih posts on the lakes was formed without any suspicion 
being "^t*^ The day fixed was the 7th of July, and on that day 
nine forts — all, indeed, excepting those of Niagara, Detroit and Fort 
Pitt — ^were surpriitcd and taken. Nor was the outbreak confined to 
the foirts ; the whole frontier of Pennsylvania and Virginia, espcciallT 
the former, was attacked, and the scattered traders and settlers 
plundered and cruelly murdered. The back settlers of Pennsylvauia 
— principally Scotch and Irish Presbyterians, men of a character very 
different to that of the mild Quakers, and who, in the spirit of the 
iildiT Puritans, regarded the Indians as the Conoanites of the Old 
Testament — rose up in vengeance, and the leaders of this movement 
coming principally from a place called Paxton, the body assumed the 
name of "the Paxton Boys," and pursued their victims with a blood- 
thirsty spirit, which aimed at nothing less than cxtcimniation. In 
Tain Benjamin Prunklin interfered to save such fiieudly Indians as 
tiod fled for refoge to Philadelphia and other to^^nis ; the aveiir^T.s 
knew no mercy, and for these unlmppy remnants of a once powerful 
race there appeared no place of refuge but the grave. Such of the 
Christianised Indians as escaped this cold-blooded massacre estublibhcd 
'hemhelves on a distant branch of the Susquehanna ; though their 
jicaee there was but of short duration, being again eom|K'lled, within 
:i few years, to emigrate to the couutr}' north-west of the Ohio, 
v.hire they and their missionaries, the Moravians, settled in throe 
T.llages on the Muskinghum. 

The conquest of Canada and the subjection of the eastern Indians 
giviiig security to tlic colonists of Maine, that province began to 
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expai>d and flouriah. TIic counties of Cumberland and Liucola wen 
added to tliO fonner single loonty of York, and settlers began to 
nccupj' the lower Kennebec, uid to extend themseb cs along- the cookC 
towards the FcDobscot. Nor waa this northern expanraon confined 
alone to Maine ; settlers began to occupy both sidea of the upper 
Connecticut, and to advance into new regions bcjond the Green 
Moiintaiiis, towards Lake ChnmiiJain, a beautiful nod fertile country 
vrhich bad first become known to the colonists in the late war. 
Homes were growing up in Vermont. In the some manner popula- 
tion extended westward l)cyond the AUcgonies, aa soon as tho Indian 
disturbances were allayed in that direction. The go-a-hcad principle 
was ever active in British America. The population of Oeorgia was 
beginning lo increase greatly, and in 1TC3 the first newxpaper of that 
colony was published, called the "Georgia Gaaclte." A vital prin- 
ciple was operating also in the new province of East Florida, now 
that she ranked among the British poBsesaiDns. In ten years, more 
was done for the colony than had been done throngh the whole 
period of the Spanish occupation. A colony of Greeks settled about 
ihii time on the inlet still known as New Smyrna; and a body 
wttlcra from tlic bonks of the Hoanoke planted thcniBclves 
Florida, near Baton Rouge.' 

Nor was tbis increase confined to the newer provinces; thv 
ones progressed in the same degree. Uildrcth coJIs tbis the goldra 
nge of Virginia, Mainland, and South Carolina, which were IncrGta- 
iiig ki population and productions at a rate unknown btrfore or since. 
In the norlh, Icisnro was found for tho citltivaCioa of literature, ut. 
and sodal rofinemeni. The six colonial colleges were crowded With 
students : a medical college was establiibcd in Peunaylvania, iba 
first ia the colonies ; and West and Copley, both bom in llu 
year— the one in New York, the other in Boetoo^proved that 
was native to tho New Woild, though the Old afforded 
twiiooage. Besides all this, the late wars and tho growing 6 
" ■ with the mot her- country bad called forth and Iraiuod able ctnn- 
I ibr the field, and sagacious iulellcctB fur Iho conlnil of liis 
which were at bond. 
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CHAPTEB m. 

CAUSES OF THE REVOLUTIONABT WAR. 

A YAflT amount of debt, as is always the case with war, was the 
remit of the late contests in America. With peace, the costs of the 
fttmggle began to be reckoned. The colonies had loet, by disease or 
the sword, above 30,000 men ; and their debt amounted to about 
£4,000,000, Massachusetts alone having been reimbursed by parlia- 
ment The popular power had, however, ^own in various ways ; 
the colonial assemblies had resisted the claims of the royal and pro- 
prietary governors to the management and irresponsible expenditure 
of the large sums which were raised for the war, and thus the execu- 
tive influence became transferred in considerable degree from the 
goremors to the colonial assemblies. Another, and still more dan- 
gerous result, was the martial spirit which had sprung up, and the 
difloovery of the powerful means which the colonists held in their 
hands for settling any disputed points of authority and right with 
the mother-country. The colonies had of late been a military college 
to her citizens, in which, though they had performed the hardest 
aervioe and had been extremely offended and annoyed by the supe- 
nority assumed by the British officers and their own subordination, 
yet they had been well trained, and had learned their own power 
and rcsotirces. The conquest of New France, in great measure, cost 
England her colonies. 

England, at the close of the war — at the close, in fact, of four wars 
within seventy years — found herself burdened with a debt of 
£140,000,000; and as it was necessary now to keep a standing 
army in her colonies, to defend and maintain her late conquests, the 
sc h eme of colonial taxation to provide a regular and certain revenue 
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again to be agilateil. Alrcadj- England feared the growiag 
id iadepcndenca of her colonicE, and even at one momem 
as Uj whether it were not wiser to restore Canada to France, 
in order that the proximitj of a powerful riral might keep them iii 
check and secure their dependence on the motbcr-coautrj. Aa far 
U8 the colonists thenuelvea were concerned, we are asaurcd by their 
earlier historicuiB that the migoritj had no idea of or wish to separate 
themBcives from Enghmd, and that the utmost which thej coDtem- 
plated bj the oonqtiest of Cauodo, waa the freedom from French and 
Indian wars, and that state of tranquil prosperity whieh would leave 
them at Liberty to cultivate and avail themHL'lveB of tlie productions 
and retourcea of an affluent land. l*hc true causes which alowlj 
olienkted the colooics from the parent state may be traced l 
the early encroachments on their civil rights and the rcatriotiM 
■rnaetments against their commerce. 

The Americans were a bold and independent people from t 
htginuing. llioy came to the shores of the New World, the g 
and better port of them, republicans in feeling and principle, 
were men who aoofled at the right of kings, and looked upon r 
as public serTSUts bound lo exercise their authority for the I: 
uf Ibe governed, and over maintained that it is the inalienable ri 
uf the subjeet fiecly to give hia money to the crown or to withhold it 
his discretion." Such were the Americana in principle, ye 
bound to the mother-country by old ties of aficclion, and by no n 
wiahfol to rush into rebellion. It was prcciiieLy the case of the H 
grown ta years of discretion, whom an unreasonable parent • 
■till to cueroc, until the hitherto dutiful, though clear-headed ■ 
reMilute son, violently breaks the bonds of poreutid anthoriqr K 
the independence of his manhood. I1ie human being wol 
been loss worthy in submiasion : the colonies would have b 
I which planted them, had they done ulhcrwiM. 
itSnghtnd believed that ahe bad a right to dictate and change d 
gwremmenl of the oolonio* at her pk-omire, and to regulate lai 
mtrtet their conunerre ; and fbr some time this was, if not patwnUf 
•nbmilted to, M least allowed. The navigatioii act* decknd tfaati 
Ibr tha hsueftt of Urillsb dipping, no merchandise from the I^ngliab 
calaniea sbnuld be imported into England excepting by Engliih rM> 
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mIbs mud, fbr tlie benefit of English mannihctaren, prohibited 
exportation from the eolonies, nor allowed artidee of domeetio manu- 
factnxe to be carried from one colony to another ; she forbade hata, 
at one time, to be made in the colony, where beaver aboonded ; at 
another, tiiat any hatter should have above two apprentices at one 
* time ; she sabjected sogar, ram and molasses to exorbitant duties 
on importatum ; she forbade the erection of iron-works and the pre- 
parmtioa of steel ; or the felling of pitch and white pine-trees unless 
in enclosed lands. To some of these laws, though felt to be an 
encroachment on their rights, tho colonies submitted patiently; 
others, as for instance, tho duties on sugar and molasses, they evaded 
and q^posed in every possible way, and the British authorities, from 
the year 1733, when these duties were first imposed, to 1761, made 
but little reostance to this opposition. At this latter date, however, 
George III. having then ascended the throne, and being, as Charles 
Townshcnd described him, ** a very obstinate young man," it was 
determined to enforce this law, and *^ writs of assistance," in other 
words, search-warrants, were issued, by means of which the royal 
custom-house officers were authorised to search for goods which had 
been imported without the payment of duty. The people of Boston 
opposed and resented these measures ; and their two most eminent 
Iswyers, Oxenbridgc Thatcher and James Otis, expressed the public 
sentiment in the strongest language. Spite of search-warrants and 
official vigilance, the payment of these duties was still evaded, and 
smuggling increased to a great extent, while the colonial trade with 
the West Indies was nearly destroyed. 

In 1764 the sugar-duties were somewhat reduced, as a boon to the 
colonics, but new duties were imposed on articles which had hitherto 
l^een imported free; at tho same time, Lord Grenville proposed a 
new impost in the form of a stamp-tax. All pamphlets, almanacs, 
newspapers ; all bonds, notes, leases, policies of insurance, together 
with a]l papers used for legal purposes, in order to be valid, were t<> 
be drawn on stamped paper, to bo purchased only from the king's 
officers appointed for that purpose. This plan met with the en tiro 
approbation of the British parliament, but its enactment was deferred 
until the following year, in order that the colonies might have an 
opportunity of expressing their feelings on the subject. Though 



deference was Ihus upparentlj' paid to thrir wishes, the 
the British government nos no longer cooccalcd. The preamble of 
the bill openlj avowed the inlention of raiBJiig a revenae from 
Majesty's ilomiBioiia in Americft i" the same att gave increased power 
to the admiralty-courts, and provided more suingeut means far 
enforcing the pa} ment of duties and punishing their 

The colonies received the newa of these proposed measures wtdl 
Eirong indignatLon. Hassachusetts instructed her agent in London 
In deny the right or parliament to impose duties and taxes 
people who were not represented in the Hoose of Commoas. " If w% 
are not represented," said they, "wo are slaves." A combinntioa 
of ail the colonies for the defence of their common interesls 
suggested. 

Otis, who hod pnbUiihed a pamphlet on Colonial Itightit, seeing the 
tide of public indignation rising very high, inculcated " obedience" 
and " the duty of submisaion," but this was not a doctrine which 
tbe Americans were then in a stale of mind to listen to. Better 
suited to their feeling was 'lliatchet'B pamphlet against all porliamen- 
tory taxation. Rhode Island expressed the same ; so did Maryland, 
by their stcrctarj' of the jirovince ; so did Virginiu, by a leading 
member of her House of Iturgesses.* Strong as the expression of 
reu>titmcnt was in the colonies, addressee in n much milder strain 
were prepared to the king and parliament from must of them, New 
York alone expressing boldly and decidedly the true nature of her 
feelings, the same tone being maintained by Ubode Island. 

But the minds of the British monarch and bin ministitra were not 
to be influenced either by the rcnionatrances and pleadings of the 
colonies or their agents in 1 xiudon, or of their few fHends in ptrlia- 
lueut. Grenvillc, the minister, according to prc-orrongcmenl, brought 
in hu bill fur collecting a E(unip-l4LS in America, and it passed tlio 
Honse of Commons five tu one, and iu the liouK of Lords there wa* 
neither division on the sutgect unr the slightest opposition. This act 
wutocumcinlooiieiationon tbe Istdayuf November of the aantc yew. 
It was oD tlic occasion of its discussion in the llouse of CubuimmWi 
that Colonel Dorre, who had fought with n'oUe at l<4iui*biug ud 
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l^tbet, electrified the hoiue with UU bunt of eloquence in tep[j In 
one of tlie tninktcrs who spoke if the colooisU as " children planted 
bj OUT care, nouridhed bj our iudulgeoce, and protected by our arms." 
*" TTiej planted by your care!" retorted Barre. "No; jour oppres- 
rion planted Uiem iu America They nourished by your indulgence ! 
They fcreti up by your neglect of Ihem. They protected by your 
arm* ! Tlioae soni uf liberty fauTe uobly taken up Brms in your 
defence. I cUim to know more of America than most of you. having 
1««D converunt in that country. The people, 1 believe, are lU truly 
ioni mbi«ct« aa the king haa, but a people jealous of their liberties, 
■nd who will rjndicate them abould tlrny ever be violated." 

Tbe day after the Stamp Act had passed the honse, Benjnmin 
Pnuklini tben in London as agent fur rhiladelphia, vrrote the news 
la Ilia friectd, Charles Thompson. *■ The sun of liberty," said he, " is 
Ml i jrira mM light up the ciuidlen of industry and economy." " We 
U bf^ Dp torches of quite another kind," was the reply." 
^atitjpating oppoeition to this unpopular measure, a new clause 
I iMroduceA in the Mutiny Act, authorising the sending of any 
r of troops into tlie colonies, which, by an especial enactment, 
• ta be funnd with " i|uarters, fire-wood, bedding, drink, sonp nud 
," b; the colonists. 

• of the pannage of the Stamp Act culled forth a iinirenal 

I et kdignatiuii. At Boston and Philadelphia the IwlU were 

I, and rung a funeral peal ; at New York the act was carried 

treeli with a death's head affixed to it, and labelled, 

• fttlly of EngUnd and the ruin of America."* 

e of Ajsembly was ."liliing when the news reached Vir- 

\, and the leading aristocratic memliers hesitated to express on 

Several days passed, and nothing waa said ; bnt the popular 

il tonaA an utterance from the lips of Patrick Henry, a yonng 

■ Mid member of the Assembly, who introduced a series of 

ana, which were, in fiut, the key-note to all that followed. 

t 8nt foor resolutions asserted tbe rights and privileges of the 

1 the last denied the authority of any power whatsoever, 

f their OWL provincial Afsemblr, to impose laxea upon 
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them, and denounced auj person us an enemj to Uic colonieB, 
ihould bj \Tritiiig or Bpeoldng nuuDtoin the coatrary. Theie atrong'.l 
moluCioUB led to a hot debate, during which Henij, carried awajr 
bj tha fcTTour of hid patriotiBin, strled the king of England a tyrant. 
" Ceut," said he, " bad hiit Brutus ; ChorlcH I. his Cromwell ; and 

George III. " the cry of " Treason ! Trc»son !" interrnpted him — 

" and George III.," continued the corrected orator, " may profit iy 
their example. If that be tieason, moke the most of it!" Spite 
»trong opposition, the resolutions pnsiicd ; the last and most emphatic^) 
b<r oqIj' the majoritj of one rote. The next day, in the ahscnoe 
of Henrj, it was rescinded. Bat the Kholc had already gone td 
Philadelphia in mannscript, and soon cireulating thruugh th« colo- 
nies, net with a warm response, and gave aa impetus to the popular 
feeling. 

Before tbe proceedings in Virginia were known in Masaachiuetta. 
the General Court had met, and a conrention or congrcw of depatiM 
from tlie Taiious colonial houses of rcprcsontntivefi was called > 
meet at New York on the first Tuesday in October, to consult 
the difficulties in whidi the coloniet were and must be placed l^ 
late acta of parliament levjiug duties and taxea upon liunn ;" i 
furtlier, " lo consider of a general and humble address t« his tn^Mtf 
and the parliament, to implore relief." 

In the meantime the popular ficLing grew in intensity, and pi 
tnoclingt were held throughout Ihv cukiniea— a new (eatnn 
nial history. — and iiifiammaloiy speeches made, and bjwc 
fotned, aud resolutions aj^-ed upon, to resist to the nloi 
detMted measure, which was vluled to be " unconstitutional uid 
Tvnivc of their deareat rights." Nor were they eontmlcd 
talking merely. Associations, under the name of " Sons of Lit 
a phraac taken fWim Colonel Barrc'it fitmous sjK.i'ch, wi 
Connreticnt, Ni'w Tork, MassachuscttB, PeniuylTauia aud Si 
Jereey, wliu pn^cetded to exi)rcM tlie popular sentiment in ■ 
fornble manner. The stamp-oSicers in all thote pronuco 
either compelled or persuaded to renounce their npinintmunt* i 
ttamp* were aeiied and burned, and in Boston sdvuib oven of dift- 
gTMvftil Tiolenea o«camd. Pubtio mwtinga werv brld undvr a 
larg* vlm-trm, iu an open >pacu in tlw city, which hcnco took tlw 
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name of the ** libertj Tree ;" the effigies of each as were eoniidered 
firieiids of the British goTernment were hanged in its hranches, beneath 
whidi inflammatory speeehes were made. The house of Oliver, 
appointed stamp-distrihator of Massachnsetts, was attacked, the win- 
dow* broken, and die famitnre destroyed, and he compelled to 
resign. A violent sermon was preached against the Stamp Act, and 
this excited the mob still farther ; many booses of the public offioers 
were attadked and destroyed, together with private papers and public 
records, as was particolariy the case at the house of Hutchinson, the 
lieutenant-governor, vdiose ftimiture was piled into bonfires, the 
flames of vdudi were ted with invaluable manuscripts, the care- 
hBj collected historical records of thirty years. These acts of 
violence were of course conmiitted by such ignorant mobs as are 
the product of all periods of popular excitement. The respectable 
inhabitants of Boston expressed their ** abhorrenee," and a civic 
guard was organised to prevent their recurrence ; nevertheless the 
offenders passed unpunished, whence it may be inferred that " the 
re s pectability" of Boston did not quarrel with the spirit of their 
proceedings. 

And now, on October 7th, the first Colonial Cong^ss met at New 
York ; twenty-eight delegates being present from nine colonies ; 
among these were Timothy Rugbies, president, Otis, of Massachusetts, 
WilHam Johnson, of Connecticut, Philip Livingstone, of New York, 
John Dickinson, of Pennsj'lvania, John M*Kean, of Delaware, Cliris- 
tophcr Gadsden and John Rutledge, of South Carolina — all names 
ifterwards distinguished in the revolution. After mature delibera- 
tion, ** a Declaration of the Rights and Grievances of the Colonies'* 
was drawn up, in which all the rights and privileges of Englishmen 
were claimed as the birthright of the colonists ; one of the most 
important of which was an exemption ft*om all taxation, except such 
ss was imposed by their own consent and by their own repre»ienta- 
dves. A petition to the king and parliament was also pn*pared, in 
which the cause of the colonies was eloquently pleaded. 

These proceedings were sanctioned by all the representatives, 
excepting Ruggles, the president, and Og^en, of New Jersey, both of 
whom refused to sign, on the plea of the approbation of their several 
assemblies being first required. The petition and memorials, signed 
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by tike other delegales, were transmilted to Eoglnnd, imd all 
other colooies guve in their approval immediatelj aflcrwordB. 

On the important Ist of November, the day on which the Stamp' 
Act came into operation, Bcarcclj a sheet of all Uie many bales of 
stamped paper irhieh had been ient out to the coJonieB was to be 
found. They had cither been destroyed or shipped back to England. 
The day t/aa observed aa one of public mourning ; shops were 
closed, vessels displayed their flags half-mast luglt. proceauons 
paraded tbe streets, and erery means was used lo show the public 
disapprobation. The very terms of the act caused, in the prcaeni 
state of tbe popular mind, a suspension of tbe whole machinery of 
tbe social state. Business for the time was at an end ; the courts of 
law were closed; marriogcB could not talte place, nor eould the 
aSkin of the dead be legally settled. This was a slate, ha^ 
which could not continue, and by degrees things fell into their 
course, without any regard to the act of parliament at all. 

Oq the Cth of November, a public meeting of the more inHueutikl 
inhabilanta of Boston formed a combination of retaliation on Great 
Britain, llie purport of this was, that no goods sliould bo imported 
fhim England nor used by the colonies. The women entered 
the scheme with the utmost enthusiasm. All British manufa 
were foresworn, and every kind of domestic mnimfocturc 
enoourogcd. In order to promote tbe borne manufoclure ufwoolloif' 
cloths, it was determined for the present to est neither mutton nor 
lamb, that the American flocks might tbni be allowed to inorcaae. 
By these means it was intended that the trade with GkoI firilsin 
shonld be destroyed. 

England received tbe news with mingled alarm and displtaam*. 
Nevortlicless, a change having token place in the ministry, Lord 
Orenville being succeeded by the Marquis of BockinghaD, a putf 
more fovonrable to America was in power i and it was now, then- 
fare, evidmt to all that one of two measures must be immcdiaMlj 
taken — either the odious Stamp Act muil be repealed, or Ihc colonica 
most be compelled lo obedience by force of arms. The funoCT WU 
the wiser course, and a ilrun)( piirty now existed to advoeat* it. 
Aagrj dchUEB began in tbe Briiisb senate on tho stihjcct. Laid 
OtenvUla'i party oppcaefl repeal, which Pitt in the Hotiac of Can- 
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moos, and Lord GBmden in the House of Lords, as warmly advocated. 
** Yon haTe no right,** said Pitt, addressing the honse, to tax America. 
We are told that America is ohstinate— is almost In open rebellion. 
I rej<nce that America has resisted. Three millions of people, bo 
dead to all the feelings of liberty as to yoluntarilj snbmit to be 
alares, would have been fit instruments to make slaves of all the 
ntL. The Americans have been wronged. They have been driven 
to madness by injustice. Let this country be the first to resume its 
pmdenoe and temper. I will pledge my word for the colonies, that 
on their part animosity and resentment will cease !" 

Franklin, aommoned to the bar of the house as a witness, declared 
that the act oduld never be enforced; and the bill for the repeal 
was carried in the Commons. Li the House of Lords it met with 
great oppodtion. Lord Camden advocated the cause of the colonics 
with great eloquence. " My position is this," said he — " I repeat it, 
I will maintaio it to my last hour — taxation and representation are 
inseparable. This position is founded on the law of nature. It is 
more — it is itself an eternal law of nature ; for whatever is a man's 
own is absolutely his own ; no man has a right to take it from him 
without his consent. Whoever attempts to do it attempts an injun- ; 
whoever does it commits a robbery." 

The bill for repeal passed, but it was accompanied by another, 
caUed " the Declaratory Act," which was intended to save the national 
honour by avowing the principle ** that parliament had a right to 
bind the colonies in all cases whatever." 

The repeal of the Stamp Act caused great joy in London to the 
merchants, manufacturers, and friends of America. In America it 
was received by a general outburst of loyalty and gratitude. A 
general thanksgiving was appointed ; statues to Pitt and even to the 
king were voted, and erected in various places. Pitt became more 
than ever the idol of the colonies ; and thanks were voted to him by 
most of the colonial assemblies. 

The rejoicing, however, was only of short duration. The Decla- 
ratory Act made known the principle of action which it was intended 
to pursue towards the colonies, and accordingly the following year 
its operation commenced. Again the ministry was changed; and 
though Pitt, now Earl of Chatham, was at the head of afiairs, and 
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Lord Camden had a seat in tlie cabuict, ndt-antage w takca of 
Chatham's ilblesa, Bad Charles Townhend, now Chancellor of ti.e 
Exchequer and a. fonner member of Gi'duriUo'g minktiy, brought 
in a bill for taxing sll te«, glass, paper and pointers' colours, imported 
into the colonies. Tlua bill being mppoBcd less objectionable than 
the Stamp Act, paued the two boasCB with bnt little oppoBition. Nor 
wu this all ; a standing armj was to be moiDlaiiied in the coloniea, 
and permanent salaric* provided for the governors and judges, so 
as to make them independent of the colonial assemblies ; while a 
third act empowered the naval officers to act as cnstom-house offiona, 
armed with suthority to cnibrce the trfide and navigation, acts. 
Punishment was also inflicted ou New York and Georgia f<ir Iheir 
disregard of the hite Qoarlering Act ; the legislative assembly of 
New York was suspended until his mi^jeMj's troops were provided 
with supplies at the expense of the colony, and the troops were 
withdrawn from Georgia for the same cause, leaving her exposed to 
the incnrsbns of Indians and the insori'ection of negroes, which knii 
brought her to sulunission. 

Thepassingofthese bills in such quick snccession left the Ameritwia 
no longer in doubt of the line of policy which it was intended by 
England to adopt towards them, and the (xiitement and indignaliaD 
which they ocussioncd equalled that produced by the Stamp Aet. 
The oalonial osserabliei met, and the strongest dissatisfiwtioQ wi,; , 
uxpreasod. Pamphlets oirculated briskly, and the newspaper*, m 
about five-and-twenty in number, ent«nHl boldly ou the auhjecitd 
colonial rights. The " Letters of a Pcnnsylvonian Former t 
Inbabitaotfl of the British Colonics," writlen by John Dickinson, 
ll«w from one end of the colonies to the ullier. Franklin caused oil 
edition to be published even in Loudon. Ilio object of Dickiuson'L 
Utters was to Kbow how dangerous was the precedent of ollm 
inrliameDtnry taxation in any form or to any extent wbalcvu 

Agtdn meetings were held and associations Ibrmed for the snppc 
ood enooura^mpnt of home manufacliu^H, and against the use and 
importation of Briti«h goods. This movement, which ronuncnoed b 
Botton, ('xleud«d throngbout llie province, and the example was fol- 
lowcditv I'roTiiUmcc, New York and Philadelphia. In New IlampaUiaJ 
the nun-importation agi«onicnt was not so warmly seconded, owinfH 
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Hkt mfloaMeof tha goTeniar,Wentworth, while in Cauiectioiit, under 
WOlMm Fitkin, tha goTemor and an aidant patzioC, it met with 



Tha aaaemhly of Maaaaehoaetta invited bj dreiihur the eo-operatian 
at the oChor proTineta fbr the maintmiance of oolooiol rights ; the 
prima BOfora in thia meaaore being Thomaa Cnahing, the speaker of 
tha Honaa of Aaaemhly, Jamea Otis, Samuel Adama, John Hoooock, 
Joaeph Hawlej, all men of character and great inflnenoe. Otis 
a lawyer ; Gushing, descended from an old Puritan line in the 
wkmj ; Ail— >■, a atem Poritan likewise, educated for the ministry, 
bat fooed by cneunstancea to become a merchant — ^he had, how- 
r* been uiaaeoessAil as such, and after Tarions leTersea and 
wia now an active politician and patriot, a man though 
poor, and vdiose wife by her indnstiy supported the £unily, yet who 
exercised an extraordinary influence upon the fate of his country. 
Hancock, the youngest of this patriot band, was a wealthy mer- 
chnnt, descended from a line of merchants, " young, gay, of winning 
manners, with a strong love of popular approbation.'* ** Hancock,*' 
iMiys Hildreth, " acted very much under the guidance of Adams, who 
mw the policy of putting him forward as a leader." Hawley was a 
Biember of Northampton County, a lawyer by profession, a man of 
sound judgment, religious feeling, and unimpeachable character. The 
leader in the House of Kepresentatives at this time was James 
Bowdoin, the grandson of a French Huguenot, whose father from 
the smallest beginnings had become the most opulent man in Boston, 
his immense wealth being inherited by his son and only child at one- 
and-twenty ; he, too, acted under the direction of Adams. 

The revenue officers no sooner began to enforce the collection of 
duties, than, aa might bo expected in the existing staU; of public 
fieciing, they found themselves violently opposed by the merchants. 
Before long, also, the sloop Liberty, belonging to Hancock, being 
seized on the charge of having smuggled g^oods on board, tho 
mothered fires burst into open flame. The populace rose, and the 
terrified revenue officers fled for their lives to the barracks on Castle 
Island, at the mouth of the harbour. 

About the same time orders were received from England that *' tho 
Qtcolar," issued by the lost court, and which had given great oifence, 
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abould be rescmded, and great disapprobation was cxpreaied in hU 
mojes^'s name of " that rasli and hasty proceeding." But the cir- 
tuJat hid oh-eady gone fortli, aiid by a vote of ninety-two to seven- 
teen the Moufic of AsBembly refitsed to rescind. Orders had also 
been received by all the other colonies, desiring them to pay no atten- 
tion to tliia offensive circular i but ConDottiunt, New Jersey, Vir- 
^nis, and Georgia, bad already conunitled themselves to it ; and 
Maryland and New TIark, instead of obcdieuoe, now put forth rcmon- 
ntruiceit of their own. 

Still was New York in contention with the governor on the sub- 
ject of the qoartering of the troopo, when GenerulOogc, commondcr- 
iu-chief of the British forces in America, at the request of Bernard, 
iho governor, who bod complained to EngloDd of the tumultuoos and 
refractory eharactcr of the people of Boston, was ordered to eslablith 
J military fart« in the city, lo keep tbe inhabitants in order, as well 
us to aid the revenue officers in perfonniiig their duties. Two addi- 
tional regiments were in consequence sent ofer from England. Lob' 
in September Ihcy arrived, and with muskets charged, and fixed 
btiyoaeti), marched in as to a conquered town. The people, how- 
ever, rcmBined refractory ; nor, thongh ships of war were ia their 
harbour, and 1,000 armed men in their streets, would they submit 
to find them quurters. At length the discomfited governor was eom- 
pvtled to yield ) one icgimcnt encamped on Boston common, and the 
Statc-houxe wiis thrown open for the actommodAliao of the rest, It 
was Sunday when alt this happened, and as the S(ate-huu»u stood 
opposite the great chtirch, tbo inhahitouts were disagm-ably dis- 
tuibvd in their worship by the beating of dnuns and the moruhing of 
Uw iruups, only to find themsclvw challenged by scntinGls stattowd 
in {he slnct on their way home Theao were not circunistancea eol* 
caUlii'd to mollify the popular mentmcntj th« moat irritating Un- 
gual passed bvtwecu the soldiers and the citizens, and the public 
excitement inoKoaed daily. 

Tho news of this reception given to the Iroop«, which wu trou» 
milted to England both by Gage and Governor Beniurd, caused an 
equally violcat excitement in England, rorlinment deolared the 
oondnct of MasKOchaselts to bo "illegal, nneonntitutional, and dan- 
gslory to the rights of thv crown and of ^Uamont, and uigvd upen 
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e king. Uiat llie governor should be ordered to obtain all informution 
ragnrding this treason, nod to send suspected piTsons over to England 
for triali under no old statute of Henry VUI., for the punishment of 
treojona pommtttrd oot of the kingdom. And a bill to the same 
e&cl, apito of the opposition of Baire, Burke, and PownoU, wiui 
immediately passed. 

Evny new step now token, either b; the colonies or the mother- 
ciHinti^, increaocd the distance betircE'n them. The news of these 
instructiona raiUcd forth inunedialelj the moflt decisive expression of 
opinion from the cotooial aa»eaibUes. The Virginian Asiiemblj, in 
which Thomas Jefferson now fiiat distinguished himBclf, and which 
was sitting when these tidings reached, passed a resolution denying 
boldly the lung's right, either to tax the colonies without their con- 
mot, or to remove an offender out of the country for trial As soon 
M Lord Bouletout, the governor, heard of this, ho dissolved the 
M Xw bJy, tint the members, instead of submitting, remmed Iheir 
silting* in a private bouse, and choosing' Peyton Randolph as their 
spookcr, pBAScd resolutions, drawn up by Colonel Washington, 
■gainxt tile use of British goods. Their example was followed, and 
tb» " non-importation agreement" of Boston, Salem and New York, 
BOW beckino general In North Carolina the assembly was also dis- 
nlvrd, as well as in Moasuchusetts. la Massachusetts, indeed, tlie 
military still occapying the town of Boston and the Stat«-house, the 
mptnic became so violent, that when Sir Francis Bernard comniwii- 
BBtrd to the aaaembly his intention of going to England, to represent 
ta parUament the disaffected state of the province, the assembly 
A«W Hp A petition praying that he might be removed for ever fi*oni 
tlw yuMaui ent of the province, and denouncing, in tho strongest 
MtBM, the bet of a standing army being maintained among them in 
a Uma of psaoe, and against their express desire. Leaving the 
■dsUnblratioil in the hands of Lieutenant-governor Hutchinson, 
Btmard dej>art«d. 

1b tbo Ibllowing year, 1770, an evont occurred at Boston, which 
CWil gTMI exdcemcDt Ihronghout America. An affray having 
ultra place between some ciliicns and soldien, the populace became 
gfiKlly cxaaperated. and on tho 3th of March, a crowd insulted the 
dlj guari under Capt«ia Preeton, and dared them to fire. Ths 
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soldiers fired, three of die people were killed^ and othoi w&AotHljf; 
wounded. At once the whole city was rouedi and thoomids 
appeared in arms. After great diffiealty, and by promise that jastioa 
should bo done them on the morrow, the IWutenant-gofamoir sae- 
ceedcd in appeasing the tumult. Captain Preston and hia eompaay 
were tried for murder; two of tho most distinguished Amerieaa 
lawyers and patriots, John Adams and Josiah Quincy, Teiy noUy 
volunteering their services in their de£enoe. Two of the soldiers 
were convicted of manslaughter, the rest were acquitted ; but this 
drcumstanoe only tended to increase the ill-feeling between the 
citizens and the soldiers. * 

On the very day of the outrage at Boston, Lord North, who was now 
at the head of the British administration, brought in a bill for the 
repeal of the detestable Quartering Act, and the removal of all the 
late ofifcnsive duties, excepting those on tea. It was time, in fact, 
to do something, as during the last year the amount produced by 
these very taxes hod been swallowed up in their collection ; British 
trade with the colonies was nearly at an end, and the military 
expenses amounted within Ihe same period to £170,000. But even 
this conciliatory measure could do little. The AmLTlcons would 
accept nothing which still recognLscd the principle that parliament 
had a right to tax the provinces, and tea became now an article 
especially marked out by the non-importation agreements. 

The concessions of government were not, however, without thtir 
effect in America ; two parties began now to exist ; those who incliui-d 
to moderation and adlicrenco to the mother-country, called Ton* 9, 
and the opponents, Whifjs, In New York the party of Tories wn* 
strong, being composed of wealthy merchants, and meinl>ers of the 
Church of England. These having jwwcr in the assembly, which 
now, after a suspension of two years, was allowed to meet again, 
submitted to the •* Quartering Act," and provided for the soldiers, to 
the extreme disgust of the j)atiiot8 and sons of Liberty, at whose 
head was a wealthy merchant, Alexander M*Dougall, a man who 
hud raised himself by his own energy from povert}', and who was 
afterwards a major-general in tlie revolutionary army. T:.Is man 
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Ub newf rerj strongly, was imprisoned hy the 
r» thm^glad to show their Mel and loyalty, and M'Doogall 
at oaee a popalar hero and martyr, and his prison the 
gathflriBg^pIace of petriots. 

The non-importation and non-oonsunption agreements led to 
peanltB of a henefidal character in social life which had not been 
oontonplated. The senseless pomp of monming and ftmeral expenses 
in which the colonists had indulged was discontinned ; American 
manufactures were stimulated, " home>made was the ISEbshion ; and in 
1770, the gradvating stadents at Cambridge took their degrees in 
hoaw-epon suits." 

As we have before said, every snccessiye act of Britain only served 
to alienate stiU more the hearts of her colonies. In 1772, parliament 
provided for the maintenance of the governor and judges of Mossa- 
chaaetts oat of the royal revenues of the province, independent of 
the colonial assembly, and this was resented as an intended bribe 
to the governor and an infraction of their rights. Public meetings 
were again held throoghout Massachusetts, and corresponding com- 
mittees were formed, whose business was to discuss and consider the 
rights of the colonists and to communicate and publish the result. In 
the following year these committees conmienced operation in New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Maryland, 
IS well as in Massachusetts. These, '* the nurseries of independence," 
l^ve again great offence in England. 

Ihiring June of the same year, the Gaspe, an armed revenue 
schooner, which hod been a great cause of annoyance in Norrongan- 
^'tt Bay, was purposely enticed into shoal- water by a vessel to 
which she gave chase, boarded and burnt by a party from Provi- 
dence. This daring outrage colled forth the indignation of parliament, 
and an act was passed for sending to England for trial all persons 
concerned in destroying his majesty's ships, etc. A reward of £000 
was offered for the discovery of the persons concerned in the 
df.'stniction of this vessel, and powerful machinery' of examination 
woH put in action ; but though the perpetrators were well known, so 
iitrong was public feeling in their favour, that no legal evidence 
could be obtained against them. 

** While ardent discussions," says Uildrcth, " on the subject of 
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eolooial and nationiil rights were guing on in MaasBclinactls, toiat 
reSecting persons were struck widi the iaconitUtfiicj of contendlDg 
for their own liberty and depriving other people of thein. Hence 
arose a controvers}* oa to the jusliee and legality of negio slavery. 
ThitL eontrovpny led to trials at law, in which the question wm 
freely canvassed, and it wus proved hy legal deciaiona ' that the colo- 
nists, black or while, bom there, were free-bom British subjecis, and 
entitled to all the casential rights of such.' These were the fimt 
steps towards the abolition of slavery in Massachosetts." 

Whilst dispalea were maturing Ihemaclves into the great national 
contest between the mother-country and the colonies, the colooiM 
were not altogether at peace among themsclvcti ; the question of 
buimdary being fraitful in controveny. PennsylTania and Con- 
neeticnt quarrelled violently about the possession of the Wyoming 
Volley, on the Upper Susiinehunna, and blood was even ihod, 
Virginia quarrelled with Penu'^lvania, also, about her weetcni 
trontier, laying claim to Pittsburg and the whole district west of 
llie Laurel Monntaina. The boundary dispnte which had long 
agitated New York and New Jersey was happily adjusted abont thii 
time, SB wof also that between New Vork and Massaehuadli. 
Violent were the disputes, however, between New York und iIM' 
setUcra in the infant Vermont, the territory lying west of the OoB- 
necticut, "the Orecn Mountain Buys," as they were called, and the 
leaders of whom were Kthan Allen and Seth Warner, emigraatu 
from Connecticut to the Green Mountains. But, spite of disjintnt 
bath at home and abroad, sett'.era extended themselves farther and 
itill fiuiher, to tlie north and to the west- The formidable Six Natioua 
had now disposed of all their vast territory south of the Ohio, as fir 
as the Cherokee or Tennesucie River, to the British Clvwn. fbr the 
tarn of £10,460. Settlers were already occupying tho bonka of tba 
Kcnhawa Kiver, flowing north into the Ohio, bcymd tho gmt 
Allegany Range. In consequence of thia immense ocssdon of tcrriloiy, 
land oompauiea started up in England for Ihtt ustabliohmcnt uf now 
colonies, but the growing troubles with the nuither-cuuntry prvv«nt*it 
their plans being carried out. 

The first settli-monia in the present stale of TenncMco wco* tnad* 
by cmigrantB fi-om North Carolina, who eslabliiihed tltemwlvH «a 
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the Watagm» one of the head streams of the Tennessee, in the land of 
the Cherokees. Like the early settlers of New England, these 
emigiants organised themselves into a body politic, and drew up a 
code of ImwB to which every individual assented by signature. About 
the aame time that settlers extended themselves to the Tennessee, 
an Indian trader, returning to North Carolina from one of his far 
jovnieys west, induced Daniel Boone and four other settlers on the 
Yadkin, in Maryland, by his glowing accounts of the wonderfully 
heantifnT regions which he had discovered, to return with him for 
their exploration. They set out, reached the head waters of the 
Kentucky, and as hunters traversed thelfertile plains and magnificent 
fbresU in pursuit of the buffalo and other game. They had encounters 
with Indians, and Boone was taken prisoner, but managed to escape, 
and was soon after joined by his brother, who had come out in search 
of him. Boone was a second Nimrod, a mighty hunter ; and as such, 
explored the beautiful region between the Upper Kentucky and the 
Tennessee. Tlie country pleased him g^atly, and hastening back to 
the Yadkin, he sold his form, and with his wife and children and 
five other families, returned to this " New Western Paradise," being 
jcnncd by volunteer settlers to the number of forty as he journeyed 
akmg. All, however, did not go smoothly with them ; they were 
met br hrtstile Indiant: and some of their number killed ; and war 
kaTing broken out bet^^een the backwoodsmen of Virginia and the 
Indians on the Ohio, they were detained a year and a half by the 
way. AVhile the west was thus opened to the colonists, Georgia 
also acquired a large increase of territory by the purchase of land 
from the Creeks and Cherokees. 

About this time Wliitfield died in America, and Wesley sent over 
disciples to establish the Wesley an Church in that country; soon 
tfier which. Mother Ann Lee also arrived, the foundress of the 
Shakers, whose singular communities exist to this day, here and 
thfre, throughout the country. About the same time, also, the sect 
of the Universalists began to attract attention, under the preaching 
of John Murray; and though at first few dared to avow this so- 
called heresy, it gained great acceptation, and tended considerably 
to soften the stem, rugged heart of puritan New England. 
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We now retam to tlie great contest which cost all nuaor n' 
into the shade. 

The British tninktr; intended by cnnniiig polic^y to effect 
open measureB hod failed to do. The East India componj 
allowed by act of parliament to export lea to the Aracriuan coloniea 
free from English duties, liable only ta tlireepence pi.T poundi txi be 
paid by the colooists, and which wonld thua give them tea cheaper 
than that purchoBed by the Engliab. Tea was shipped in great 
qaanlitios to America, which the colonista, who objected as stron^^lf 
aa ever to the principle involved in iho measure, detenuined 
norer be permitted to land. 

The pilots, therefore, in Philadelphia harbour were ordered not 
condaet the ships into the river, and their cargoes were canaeqacnt 
retained to England; at N«w York, the governor oonunanded tim 
tea to be landed onder protection of soldiers, bnt the people gained 
poesessiOD, and prohibited its sale. At Cbarlcston, ako, 
forbiddeD and it waa itored up in damp cclhus to render it unfit 
use. At Boston, the tea being consi^ed to the governor aiul 
friends, it waa fear«d that it would bo landed spite of the public, 
prevent which a number of men, disguiaed as Indians, boarded 
TOdsels at night, and threw tlieir cargoea overboard. ThtMi hunt 
and thirty-two chests of tea were thus broken open and di«lro]icd< 

The news of thin determined and offensive procedi 
ntmoet aatoniehment and indignation in England, and it waa rtsolvcd 
in parliament " to make such provisiona as abnuld secure the jnat 
dependence of the colonies and due obedience to tho laws tluQugl 
the British dominions ; " and as an especial puniahinent of thi 
nuu:ioua Bostooioiu, a bill passed the bouae in March. 1774, U 
them to repay the xalue of the destroyed oiticlc, and also " iiitei 
Ing on commercial intercourM with tho port of Boston, and 
hibiting the landing and shipping of any gouds at that pinco ;" 
by the some act tho cuBlom-honsc and ita dependencies were r«mi 
from Ba«ton to Salem, which it waa intended to r«iso on t 
ita ndghboor city and port. 

Ocncnl Oago superseded Hutchinson as governor of 
■etts, in eonacquenco of the unpopularity E>f tha latter. A number tl 
manuscript Icliota, writlcn by him to vnrioua ninnben of iMrliomnit, 
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lud fnUeo iolo the haoda of Benjamin Pmnklin, now agent ia 
LoDdon for Maasachiuctts, New Jersey, Georgia and PeniisjlTania, 
•nd having been sent by him to Boslon, and circulated extensiTely 
thongh privutely, caused his rcmoral from office. 

When, in May, the news of the Boston Port Bill roocaed that 
city, together with insLmcIlons to the new governor, to send to 
uiolhcr oolony or to England, for trial, any persons indicted for 
amrder, or any othor capital offence oommitted in aid of the magis- 
tntei in the fuldlinent of their duty, an astonishment of grief and 
mpT firll apon the citizens, and a meeting of the inhabitants declared 
that "the impolicy, injustice and inhumanity of the act exceeded 
their powen of expreasion." 

The Oencrol Awembly met, but wna adjonrned by the governor to 
S«lein, and it was then resolved that a colonial congrcas ahould be 
oaaventd to take into •erions coiuideretioa the present dilBcnlt Btnto 
of a&in. James Bowdoin, Thomiu Gushing, Samoel Adams, John 
AdAina and Bobert Treat Paine, were therefore at once appointed ai 
their rcprcaentative* to such a congres!!, and the speaker of the house 
mt» ordered to inform the other colonies of this racasure. The 
gvtsmar, hearing of these proceedings, ordered the assombly to 
dlMolve, bnt in vain ; hia olfiiNir was not admitted, and in defiance of 
Dtdcra, the assembly tinlshed its business. 

Tlw coluDies sympathised warmly with Massachusetts, and Maaaa- 
dnwrtta was true to herself. The behaviour of the inhabitants of 
iMtm, whom it waa intended to benefit at the expense of Boston, 
wmi Tcry noble. They replied to the governor's proclamation, "That 
nsture, in forming their harbour, had prevented their becoming 
rivkla tu Uoston in trade j and that, even if it were otherwise, they 
ahoold rfgftrd themselve* as lost to every idea of justice and all 
briings of humanity, if they could indulge a thought of seizing upon 
tlw wtalth of their Dcighbonn, or raising their fortunes upon the 
ntn* of their eoanttymen." Nfore than this ; the inhabitants of 
MwblehMd and Salem offered to the suffering merchants of Boston 
tlw IMC of th«ir harbour, wharfs and warehouses, free of all charge ; 
aod In Virginia, where Lord Dunmore, now governor, found it im- 
pooibl* to manage the " the re&actoty people," " a day of Cut, 
ImmiUation, and pnyer," was appointed for the tst of June, the day 
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on whieh the Boaton Port Act came into cffi.'ct, "that tipy night 
b«*ecch of God to uvcrt the evils which thrcatcui'd ihem, and to giTe 
thvm uiie heart aod out mind licmly to oppofic, hy ail just and propct 
meiuiB, every injurj" to the American righta." 

In Septemher, the great congress proposed by MoMacbuaetl* met 

nt Philadelphia, compuaed of delegates fttna eleven of the eoloniea ^ 

the moat important weumbly which had yet come higethi 
America, and for the resolt of whose dcUbcrntioas all partjei v 
with extreme intertst and aniicty. 

By nnanimoua conacnt. Peyton KAndolpb, of Virginia, vaa c 
prcaident ; to each prorincc viitu given one vote ; they proceeded in 
their dcIilH'ratio»^ with closed duura ; and u committee, composed of 
two persona from each province, vras appointed to state the rights of the 
colunicB in general, together with every known instance in which the*o 
rights had been infringed by the mother-coontry, and the propoat<d 
means of redresE. The conduct of Massachoietts, in her " cunflict 
with wicked ministers," was approved, and a continuance of supjilic* 
for her relief was voU-d. A ktti-r of remonstrance was addressed to 
the governor, General Gage, who was erecting fortifies tioas on 
Boaton Neck, begging him to " deaisl from mililary operations, leat 
a di^MSico altogether irrccoucilable ahoold arise bctwfon the colo- 
nies and the parent state.* 

The committee appointed for that purpose drew ap a docunutnt 
setting forth, in a strmg of resolutions, the righdi of the (iol<uUMi 
which, being approved, was published as the well-known " Dill of 
Rights." A saapenaion of nil commercial intercourse with (Ireftt 
Britain wa> resolveid upon, until the grievancos of the colonics were 
redrened ; an address to the king was voted, together with others 
to the people of Great Britain and British America, llio non- 
importation agreement bound them, "under the s»cml tics of virtue, 
honour, and love of liberty," not to import or n»o any BritJih goods 
after the lit of December, 17T4, pojiicularly the articles, tea and 
mohuses. Agriculture, the arts and manniaetuiea, were to be pro- 
muled in America by all poaaible means; committees were apjiaintnl 
to •■« this agreement entered into, and all who violated it wurv to b« 
regarded as rTiemic* to their country. To i in* honour of tliU nawiubly 
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it nmt lie stmtedf that tiiej boand themielves ako not to be in 
mnj way coocemed in the ilaTe-trade. 

Hie pfooeedings of tfaie congrese awoke, aa might be expected, a 
•till atranger spirit of animoeity in EngUind. In vain the oongreaa 
deplored to the king "the apprehenaion of his ooloniata being 
degraded into a state of aerritnde from the pre-eminent rank of 
KngKsh freemen;" in rain they besooght that *' the royal indigna- 
tion might hH on those designing and dangeroos men, who, by their 
■iaiepi esentationa of his American aubjects, had compelled them by 
tlM tone of aewimnlated injuries to disturb his migesty's repose ;* 
in viin they prayed for "peace, liberty, and safety ; wishing not the 
dinriimtiim of the royal prerogative, nor soliciting the grant of any 
■ew xig^ in their ikTonr ;" ki vain they concluded their petition by 
sweetly beseeching the king, " as the fether of his whole people, 
not to permit the ties of blood, of law, and lo3ralty, to be broken." 
In Tain did Lord Chatham stand before the British senate as the 
eloquent adTocate of America, declaring that the way must be imme* 
diately opened for reconciliation, or it would be soon too late. " His 
mjesty," argued he, "may indeed wear his crown, but the American 
jewel out of it, it will not be worth wearing. I say," continued he, 
taking up the argument of American wrongs, " you have no right 
to tax the colonies without their consent. They say truly, repre- 
sentation and taxation must go together; they are inseparable. 
Tlua yrim people speak out. They do not hold the language of 
dkfaa; they tell you what they mean. They do not ask you to 
mpeal your laws, as a foyour ; they claim it as a right — ^they demand 
it ; and the acts must be repealed. Bare repeal^ however, will not 
satisfy this enlightened and spirited people. Yon must go through 
with the work; you must declare that you hayc no right to tax 
them ; thus they may trust you — thus they will have some confidence 
in you." 

In vain did the merchants of London and other commercial towns 
petition in fovour of America. Dr. Franklin and other colonial 
agents were refused a hearing before the house. America was 
condemned. The two houses of parliament, by a large majority, 
aasBied the king that " the Americans had long wished to become 
independent, and only waited for ability and opportunity to aocom- 
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plish their deai^. To prevent this, therefore, and to unuh t 
monirter in its birth, wiu the duty of every Englishman ; and tbttl 
mmt be done, at tmj price and at every hazard." Such v 
temper of parliameiit. 

In the meantiine, the colonics were not indifTerent to the inc 
diffieultiee of the times. Massachusetts already assumed a milita; 
aiqiecL The congress, vbieh, spito of the opposition of the ^ovemoo^f 
continned to hold its sittings, seeing that the military b 
already seized by the goTemor, proceeded themselves to i 
mauurcs for the defence of the province. £20,000 were voted tar ' 
this porpose, and the coHectoiB of taxes received orders no bnger to 
forward their moneys to the government treasurer, but to a new 
one of their own appointment. Further, it wu» ordained that a 
number of the inhabitants should be enroUed as a militia of 12,000 
men, ready to march at a minute's notice ; oScera were ehosen, and 
oonunittcfM of supplies and safety held their regular sittings. Ga^ 
denounced their pn>c(!«dings, but no notice was taken of his deoao- 
eiations; "he had no support except in his own troops and a few 
trembling officials, while the cealous co-opornlioD of ao intelligent, 
flim, energede, and overwhelming majority of tho people, gave to 
the provincial eangren all the strength of an establiuhcd govern- 
In November, at the very time when the king and the Britiah, 
parliament were resolving to keep terms no longer with the coIqium, 
Maaaochnaetu aent agents to New Hampshire, Rhode Island and 
Connecticat, to inform them of her measures, and to solicit their 
oo-operntion in raising an army of 20,000 men, ready to act in oaae 

In the midst of all these growing internal exdtvmenta, and while 
the colonists were deeply occupied in the maintenance of their right*, 
the frontiers of Pennsylvania oad Virginia were again visited by the 
miseriea of Indian wartbre. It was at (Ms time that the family of 
the famous chief Logan, an old and faiths ft'icnd of the whitea, waa 
murdered in cold blood i and this and other atrocitiea committed by 
the explorer* of Ohio and Kentucky, Ivd to the sorrowa of tlu piMUt 
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Saoiel Boone, the hunter of the Kentucky pldtns, was 
pUoed in oommaud of a frontier fort by Lord Dunmore, governor of 
Vtri^k. and a war of extermination was carried on agajngt the 
Indiana. At length, npgotiations of poace were entered into, and it 
waa DO this occasion that Logan made liis celebrated apeceb : 
"• I appeal to any white man," gpuke the eloquent chit-f of the forest, 
" if he ever entered the cabin of Logian hungry, and be gave him not 
matt ; if he ever came cold and naked, and he clothed him not. 
Ihirjng the last long and bloody war, Logan remained idle in his 
cahiii i and sooh vas his love for the whites, that his conntryraea 
poiatad U they passed, and said, 'Logan is the friend of the white 
nettl' I even thought to live with you, but for the injuries of otie 
IBMU Cohmel &esop, last spriag. in C3ld blood, and unprovoked, 
■iBrdcma] all the relatives of Lt^an, not sparing women and children. 
There runs not a drop of m j blood in the veins of any living creutare ', 
This called on me for revenge I I have ftiUy glutted my vengeance ! 
Fw uj people. I rejoice at the beams of peace; but mine U not the 
joy of fe«r — Logan never felt (ear. Who is there to mooni for 
Logan P Not one!" 

At the eommencemont of 1775, America very generally stood in a 
poation of hostility to the mother-country. The congress of Moasa- 
t t—ftts had held its third sitting ; volunteers were in arms through- 
Mtt Ibn province, and every town hod its committees of safety, cor- 
imfeaSeaee and inspection. John Thomas, of Plymouth, and William 
QaMll. ■ Roxbury former, were appointed generals of the MaxsochU' 

la Bhodc Island, in consequence of the royal prohibition of the 
apKtatioa of military stores to America, and the removal of armfd 
lUpa from Kantigaiiwtt Bay, the people of Providence conveyed 
. bftjr-fonr piecea of cannon thither from Newport ; and when called 
^oo try the British naval commander for au esplBnation, Governor 
WantoB, ■ Btont patriot, bluntly replied, that they were removed to 
prwcnt their falling into his hands, and were intended to be used 
■ffusst any force which might molest the colony. In New Ilamp- 
•hin, John Sullivan a lawyer, and John Langdon, a merchant of 
Fortoarath, headed a party who entered the fort at that place, and 
J thenuclve* of 100 burcla of powder, cannon and imall 
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amu. Tkc conventiaa of Maryland ordered the cmolment of milidt, 
and Toted £10,000 Ibr tho purchaae of anat. In Fcniiiij'lTaiiiB, the 
linblic spirit was less unanimous. The provmciul c on ven lion of that 
[iroTiuue ciprcswd Ihumiiolvue less decidedly than snited the temper 
of tlio ardent patriots, one of the leaders of whom was Thomas 
MiSiin, j'oasg Quaker, possessed of much energy of character, and 
rcmiirkublc powers of popular eloquence. Mifflin, however, wu an 
exception to the general bud; of Quakers, who, whatever their origi- 
nal opposition to established forms, have ever been loyal and ob«:divnt 
to the pon'ers that be; Mid now, in their j-carly meeting held in 
Philadelphia st the commencement of 177u, tlioj put forth Uirir 
" testimony of abhorrcucu to every mccuure and writin); tending to 
break off the happy connexion of the colonics with the mother- 
country, or to interrupt their just subordination to the king." Very 
different was the spirit of the sects and iheic minialers in Kcw 
l^ngland. Everywhere it evinced oppodtion Iid the king and the 
mother-coontry, whose attempts to force an ektabliabed episcopal 
chorch, with a bishop at its head, upon the colonics, had only tended 
still more to increase that very spirit of resistance which bad first 
scut their Ibrefiithers to these shores. The Preebyteriacs of vverr 
New £agliuid sljite were ail staunch Whigs. The episcopal clergy 
and their congregations, wherever found, were Tories g a 
the landed proprietors and merchants, eapecialiy the i 
Kottlers. The Episcopalian and Tory party wss more numorou^ 
New York than in any other of the northern proTiuces. In Gc« 
they werv also causideruble, and tlio inftuenec of Governor Wrij 
prevented this province from joining the American Association | uul 
in the southern provinces, the law of primogeniture, which still con- 
siderably prevailed, together with the institution of slavery, bad 
given rise to a local aristocratic class, tat«Uy opposed in wntimcut 
to tbo democracy of the north. 

These were tJke elcmeuts niwn which England dpp«nded to wla- 
blish her power in the coming conical i — nor were these all; sbo 
dopsndcd, not only on tholoyolty andattaehuicnt of tlwUpisnpaliaiw 
uterywhero, bnt on the peaotvloving prineiplcs of the Quakers, who 
war« M Intluontial portion of Now JKsey, Pcnasylvsjiia, 1>«U- 
wuv and North Carolina ; oho expcet«d, if not aid, at least so 
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qy p od ti on ftom tbe nmiieroiis Gennaa eettlen, whOf ertaWinhed 
n Inge coloBieWi had not yet aoqviied the Rngliah langoage nor 
M*tlf "***^ with the Britiah oolonuts ; end at the same time ahe 
Jap—ded for aid npon the Scoteh Highknden, who ahoimded in 
H arw Toric and North Oarolina, and who were at the aame time igno- 
natandlojaL 

It being determined therefore to show no conoeaaion to the rebel- 
lioM apiiit of the eokmiesy a hill waa brought in in Febmary, 1775, 
ftr eniting off the trade of Maaaanhniftti, Conneeticat, Bhode Island 
aad Haw Hampahire, excepting with Great Britain and her West 
bdift pnsafinns, and to prohibit also their fishing on the banks of 
i fai aMit^Uw^^ which waa then a great branch of their trade and 
While this bill waa imder duKnissi<m, news reached 
of the adhesion which was given by the other colonies to 
the neaaores of the American C^ongress ; and all the colonies, except- 
ing New York, North Carolina and Georgia, were indnded in the 
bill of icatriction. At the very time that this New England Restraiu- 
iag Bill was agitating all parties. Lord North proposed what he 
caOad a conciliatory plan, which was, in fiEu^t, that Great Britain 
dioald ibrbear any scheme of colonial taxation, on condition that the 
assenddy of each province should raise a suitable amount of money, 
vhieh should be disposable by parliament. This plan, though vehe- 
Mcotly opposed in England, as conceding too much to the colouies, 
wm otterly rejected by the colonies, as compelling them to yield 
tittt over which they claimed to have a right. In the midst of all 
these attempts at coercion and conciliation, an endeavour at negotia- 
tion alao fiulcd between Benjamin Franklin and some members of 
the cabinet who were firiendly to America. 

The Weat India merchants petitioned against the restraining bill, 
IS interfering fatally with their commercial relationships, and fore- 
telling famine and ruin to the West India islands in consequence. 
The assembly of Jamaica petitioned parliament on behalf of " the 
daim of rights set up by the North American provinces," and pro- 
tested against the " plan almost carried into execution for reducing 
the colonies into the most abject state of slavery." Petitions for 
fwifiKatiffn were presented from the British Quakers and the British 
Httlen in Quebec, and Wilke% as lord mayor of London, preasnted a 
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remonitruicetotiiekiayfromtiieeityaiithori 
renoe of the meMom in pto gr wi fiir tlw oppratiioii of'their fiaUoW' 
■objeeti in the oolonies." Bnt ell wee of no awL Nothing mm 
to be done ; and fVenklin, teeing the hopeleif etftte of aflSuny eet 
eail fiir Amfiricm, end ehnoet at the tame moment the hatda of 
Lexington wae Ibngfat 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THB BSTOLUnONABT WAX. 



Wmamt in F«bniicj» 1775, the prcmnoial ooogieis met again at 
Cmikadg^ tlie eommittee of rapplies took tlie moat active meaauzea 
ftr tiM failing and drilling of the militia^ and for the procnring of 
aflnnmition and military storea of all kinds. A day Of fasting and 
pn^Wy aeoording to pnritan coatom on solemn and important ooca- 
aiona, waa also appointed ; New England waa preparing temporally 
and qpiritoally for the great time of triaL 

The British foroes nnder the command of General Gage, at Boston, 
■aiiaiitad to ahont 3,000. Gage, aware of what was gmng forward 
anmd him, resolved to disable the insurgent colonists by gainiog 
peawifw of the stores and ammunition which had been collected by 
them, and stored at Salem and Concord. At Salem the search waa 
■niiMisfifiil. the troops being driven back from a bridge, the paasage 
of fihich was disputed on the Sunday. The attempt at Concord was 
of a Bwh more serious character, military storea being collected 
there to a great extent Eight hundred men were sent out on this 
aipedition, with orders of despatch and secrecy, under the command 
of Colonel Smith and Migor Pitcairu, on the night of April 18th, and 
trrired at Lexington, within five miles of Concord, just before 
mrise. But the alarm had been already given, and it being 
■ ipp ua od that the intention was to seise John Hancock and Samuel 
Adams, who were then there, the minute-men of the place were 
fawn vp to resist them. Fitcaim, at the head of his regular^ 
advanced within musket-shot, and exclaimed, "Disperse, rebels! 
Throw down your arms, and disperse ! " No notice being taken of 
these worda, a ToUey waa then fired, which killed eight of the 
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ni[niile-tnen and wounded severai others. The Britiah, howi 
declared that the minute-meQ Grcd finit ; but be that na it may, 
then fled, end the flriiig was continued, the regulars nmrching 
Concord, where thcj deatrojed and took posseHsion of the s 
while tbe miDUte-mcn being reinforced by difTcreat bodies which 
hurried tberc at the sound of the £Hng, a Bkirmieh cnsncd. 
biderable nutnber of the regulars were killed, nod the rest forced Ca 
retrent, the coh>nial militia pursuing them hotly all the way book to 
LexiogtOD, whore, fortunately for themselves, they found Lord Peroj" 
with a reinforcement of 900 men. But for this timely aid, it ia 
doubtful if any of their number would have reached liuston ; the 
Americans, having the advantage of the knowledge of the gronnd, 
and availing themselvee of tbe Indian mode of warfare, took btal 
aim from behind bnahes, stone walls, bams, or whatever oSered a 
itieans of concealment. At snnaet the exhausted regulars reached 
Bunker's Hill, near Boston, having lost in killed and wounded about 
300 men, while the loss of the provincials amounted to eighty-five. 

The news of this battle, of this first shedding of blood, flew like 
wild-fire throngh the colonies. Couriers were det^tched at FUU 
spood from phiee to place, bearing tidings which called all to mdu. 
■' Tbe war has begun!" was shouted in the market-place; at the Cmy 
on the river ; ia the crowded mccliug-house on the Sabbath ; and all 
rushed to arms. It was twenty days, however, with their utmost 
■peed, before the news reached Charlcetun in South Carolina; yet, 
long before that tim^, volunteers bad marched from all parts of the 
New England colonies. 

From Rhode Island, a l>ody of volunteers hastened 10 Botl 
under the commond of a young Quaker, Nulhauiel Greene, Viiho 
disowned by his brethren for this violation cf their principli 
oould the admuuitions and threats of disdpline of the elder Frivnds 
of Philadclphiii keep the martial spirit of their young men under 
controL Miffiin's example and influence was stranger than all thr 
adviec they ounld give, and Quaker- Philadelphia sent out a company 
of brttvB volunteer*. Delaware, Maryland, and Norib Carolina, all 
were moved h^ the nmo spirit ; while Patrick Henry, the young 
patriot lawyer of Virginia, marched with a troop of volunteer 
RtvD U WiUiamaburgh, Ihti capital of tbe Old UomiuioQ, and 
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pilled Uia nytl tmmirar to raftmd the Tahie of ammanition which 
l4Kd Diiiuiiorey the goyernor, had lately Mtied. Dnnmore* inoenaed, 
iaraed • proclamation deelaring them zebela, and fortified hia 
iMidenoe. Soon after, lettera of hia, addreawd to the Engliahgofem- 
mmitt and which ware conaidered fidae to the oolonj, being inter* 
tiptod, the pnUio indignation waxed hot against him ; whereapon, 
hmiu g for his life, he fled to a man-of-war lying at Yorktown, and 
■baadoned hia goremment. Ooremor Martin, of Korth Carolina, 
•boBt the aame time, fled also in terror on board a ship of war, at 
tba month of Gape Fear BiTer ; and in South Carolina, Lord William 
Ctai^bell, the goremor, being suspected of secret negotiations with 
tlM Cherokeea, waa likewiae obliged to retinu Oeorgta, the hitherto 
^dafeetive link in the American chain," aom beeame soldered by the 
kindling flame of liberty. In vain Sir Jamea Wright, the governor, 
did his utmost to maintain the loyalty and allegiance of the province. 
The powder was removed from the magazine at Savannah ; and the 
eaigo of a powder-ship, which lay at the mouth of the river, forwarded 
to the camp at Boston. 

Georgia sent five delegates to the provincial congress about to 
aaaembie at Philadelphia ; and henceforth the style of the '< Thirteen 
United Colonics " was a»umcd. 

The battle of Lexington was soon followed by other events. The 
Maasaehusctts committee of safety had already contemplated gaining 
possession of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, on which depended the 
eontrol of Lakes George and Champlain, when, without waiting for 
higher commands than those of patriotism, the bold Ethan Allen and 
Seth Warner, at the head of their ** Green Mountain Boys," set out 
m the enterprise. Without being aware of this movement, Benedict 
Arnold, a New Haven trader, then in camp before Boston with a 
egmpany of volunteers, received a commission from the committee of 
■fety, to raise a body of troops in Vermont and proceed on this 
«terprise. Arnold was well pleased, for it was a favourite scheme 
of his own, but presently found, to his surprise, that others were 
before him. Taking command, therefore, under Allen, they marched 
together to Ticonderoga, which they reached on the 9th of May, and 
«■ the 10th, by break of day, entered the fort unperceived, with 
ii^ity men, and surprising De la Place, the oommandant, in his bed. 
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ordered him to enrrcDder, " in the name of the Great Jehovah wd 
the Contineatal Congriiia." No n-sUtance was attempted ; iiod 
Crown Point was tak?n with equal ease. The gairiaon of both fortu 
did not amonut to more than sisty men, but above 200 pieces o( 
artilleiy and a valuable quantitj of powder, of which there was 
great want in the provioctal camp, full into the hoods of Ihe captors. 
After this, Arnold manned a small Hchooner, and proceeding down 
the lake, snrprised the Fort of St. Jolia and seized a sloop^f-war 
Udea with stores; tile pa«s of Skcencsborough, now Whitehall, wai 
likewiBs secured. Three important posts which comroaniied the 
lake«, together with much needed cannon and manitions uf war, 
being thns secured in rapid gnccesiiion and without bloodshed, raided 
the hopes of the Americans and inspired thorn with coD&ience. 

While these events were going forward, Lord North's conciliatory 
propoeition was laid before the various colonial oasemblies and 
rejected. On May 10th the colonial congress met at Philadelphia. 
Its meeting was momeatotks. Thomas Jefierson was chosen ptcn- 
dcnt, and Thomas Hancock secretary. Bills of credit were iMued 
for defraying the expenses of the war. It was resolved, that hos- 
ttlitiM had lK«n commenced by Great Britain; allegiance was 
still avowed, and on ouxioua desire expreased for peace: uerer- 
thelcsS it was voted that the colonies ought to put themselTes 
in a posture of defeoce against the parliamcniary schemes of com- 
pulsory taxation. After much opposition, another petition to tba 
Idog was agreed apoo. The New Eaglund states entertained and 
freely acknowledged the desire for independence : the middle and tile 
southern states still hesitated, thoagb all hod sent dcli>gat«s to the 
congreai. Addrossea were also prepared tu the people of Gtmi 
Britain and Ireland, as well as an apiwal made to the " oppr 
inhabitants of Canada," as through Canada it wns tixpcct«d ) 
England would make an attack on the eolonici. 

In ordi-'T to prevent General Gage from peaetnting i 
intry, whieh was his intention, congrces tvcoiaBwniled to tha 
council of war oontplctcly lo blockade him in Boaton ; for whieb 
purposii, C«Iunel Preaoutl, with a detachment of l.UOO men, ia* 
eluding a wmpany of artillnry and two fleld-piecca, was antai«d 11 
n«Kh at night-bll of June ISth. and Uka {i 




or Una 
ippr»Mqd^ 
:tcd di^ 

into Jl 




(177B.) mkvtiM or vcmkmb'u bill. 



lillt m •usfsBon jwt ivitldn the peahuNila of GharlMtowiit and 
muiSmg the aorthenn iqppraeeh to Boston, which oily it oferlooked. 
B^ wmm iwlff!^^ however, thej pcooeeded to fireed't Hill, a lower 
h/i^fA tad still neaier to Boetcm. With the utniost eUenoe end 
dHfitak thej lehomed ell night, end be&re mflning hed thrown np 
fteomidmUe redoaht, eepeble of deftrndlng tiunuelTes from the fiie 
•ff tte e n e a y. Greet wee the eetonishment of the Britiah the nest 
% end e fire wee immediately opened npon them from the 
in the riw. The woric, howefef, went on imintumipted^, 
nlbont noon, 8,000 picked men, nnder command of Genenla 
Hene nnit Pigot, emberked in boata and landed at the &ot of 
BneA HDl, end adTanced alowlj in two eolmnna; the ertillery in 
tte santime being directed againat the wocfca. At thia eritioal 
MOMent no ajatem prOfailed in the American anny ; the aame troops 
who had been at work all night were still in the intrenchments ; 
BcitlMr General Warren nor Israel Fatnam, though on the ground, 
bed trsops nnder their command; forces which had been ordered 
thither had not arrived and the stock. of ammunition was very 



It was n splendid summer's afternoon, when the British advanced 
v^ tiie hilL Clinton and Burgoyne were stationed on a height in 
Boeton to watch the action; and all the surrounding eminences, 
apirea of ehnrches, and roofii of houses, were crowded with spectators, 
swatting anxiously, though with opposing interests, the result of the 
approaching conflict. Slowly and uninterruptedly advanced the 
Britiah, until within about ten rods of the redoubt, when such a 
deadly fire assailed them that their ranks were mown down, the 
wkcrfe Hne broken, and they fell back in disorder. Again they were 
rallied and brought back to the charge by their officers, but again 
were repulsed with loss. Infiiriatcd by defisat, and in consequence 
also, it is said, of shots being fired from a house on the left, Gage 
ordered Charlestown to be set on fire ; the wooden buildings burned 
i^idly and the tall spire of the meeting-house was wrapt in flame ; 
tflOO pec^le at least being thus rendered houseless. Amid the 
tsrrors of the burning village, the British regulars made a aecond 
aid yet a third attack, and thia time with better suooeas. The 
ammunition of the provincials began to fiul, and the British artilleiy, 
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now brought up ta tlic bremt-work, swept it from end to end, wlA 
three bimultaneaus attacks carried it at the paint of the bayonsL 
Courage nun could avail nothiog, and the prnvinciala undi-r Colooet 
Prwcott made good their retreat across Cbarleslown Neck, exposed 
to an inccBsuot fire from the shippiog, and intrenched themaelres on 
another height still commanding tbe entrance (o BustOD. The British 
took poasesaion of Stinker's Hill. Thisdefeat the Americans esteemed 
as a victory 1 in England the victory was considered little less than 
a defeat, and General Gage was in coosequcnce superseded by 
Sir William Howe, brother of Lord Howe, who perished before 
Ticonderoga. Of 3,000 British engaged in tina conflict above 1,000 
&1L Tbe loss of the Americana was in about the same proportion ; 
ovt of 1,500, 450 were killed and wounded, but among the fonnur 
was General Wamn, whose loaa caused tbe deepest regret to hi* 
coon try. 

This second enoontiter, in which ondiaciplined troops had so 
bravely withstood the flower of tbe British anny, raised etill higher 
the hopes and confidence of the Ameiic&ns. The English discovered 
also that tbcy hod no insignificant enemy to deal with. 

The day before tbe battle of Bunker's Hill, the Provincial congiCM 
at Philadelphia, haviug voted to raise an army of 20,000 men, pro- 
ceeded to elect George Washington, then present as delegate fron 
Virginia, to tbe rank of cominuider-in-chief. The northern coloiiiBi 
hod resdvcd, in order to secure the adherence of the South, 
aiKiuthcni commander, and the superior wisdom of Providence guidaA> 
them i[i the selection. Ood provides the man for the work, 
WaaluDgtou was the appointed agent of a great people's emaucipa- 
lion. JHvine wisdom, and not Uiat of man, guided the chiucc 
Wultingiou, with great modesty and dignity, acoopted tbo appoint- 
~dMmti dwliuing all eompcnsatiuu for his Bcrviu;'* bv'yond the defray 
4^Mlit ot expense*. At the same time that Wofhington received 
aommand-in-chicf, Artcmas Word, of Massadiusutts, Colonut 
fenncrly a British offioer, Philip Schuyler, of New York, and 
Putnam, of Connecticut, then with tlic camp bufbro Bocton, 
appointed major-genentk, and Horatio Gates adjuiant-gcnend, 

WaaliitigtOD, accompanied by a number of ardent yonng men ftgm 
the Soutli, toon ap[M<,arod in tlio camp and assumed conunaud. He 
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ftmd ezedleiit wmN r ki ibr aa anny, but gmt irant of anus and 
■wmwitioti aa wall aa dellciflncy of diacipline. ThatroopayiiowaiDoiiiit- 
Ib§ to 14,000 man, irate anaaged in three diTiaunia ; the xi^it wing 
widar Geaflral Waid, at Rexhniy ; the left, nnder Lee, on P ioepac t 
HiH; and the oentre at Ounbridge^ where were Waahington'a head- 
qiitma . The poat of qoarter-maater-general waa gircn hj Waah* 
fagCon to MiiBin, the jonng Qnaker of Philadelphia, who had aeoom- 
paniad him aa aide-de-camp; and Bobert Harriaoo, a lawyer of 
MBjlaiid, waa ohoaen by him Ibr the important oflto of hia aeoretary, 
tta datiea of which he fhithftdly performed Ibr aeveral yean. Among 
ttanew onrnpaniea which now joined the camp waa one from 1/ligmia, 
lad by tiiat aame Tillage wreatler, Daniel Morgan, who waa hired 
hgr Ba qfami n Franklin to aid in the remoral of atoroa Ibr Braddock'a 
any, and in whoae defeat he was wounded. The British, thus 
bammed in at Boston, suffered greatly from want of provisioiis. 

While Washington was occupied in organising his army and 
cndeaTonring to introduce order and discipline among troops 
uueeoatomed to subordination, congress was employed in providing 
the neoaaaary means for the support of the war. A declaration of 
faa also issued, in which the causes and necessity for taking up 
were set forth. This document, which was ordered to be read 
horn erery pulpit in the colonies, asserted that their cause was just, 
their union perfect. " Our internal resources are great,'* said the 
deelaration« " and if necessary, foreign aid is undoubtedly attainable." 
*'NeTertheiess," it went on to say, ** wo have not raised armies with 
the ambitious design of separating from Great Britain. We have 
taken up anna in defence of the freedom whieh is our birthright. 
We shall lay them down when hostilities shall oeaae on the part of 
the aggreaaors, and all daoger of their renewal shall be removed." 

The importance of keeping on good terms with the Indians at 
this critical juncture was not overlooked; and three boards were 
eitabliahed for the management of Indian affairs. An armed body 
«f Stockbridge Indians, the last remains of the New England tribes, 
was already with the camp at Boston ; and overtures were made to 
the Six Nations. Louis, the chief of the French Mohawks, a half- 
Uood Indian, received a commission as colonel, and at the head of an 
Indian troop faithfully served the American oanae. 
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The first complete line of postal commimicatioR was Mtablished at 
thii time Hy con^rcBs, amid its multifarioiu concerns, and BeDJamin 
Fraoklin was appointed poHt-mastpr-getieral. with power lo appoint 
deputies for the convej^ance of Ihe mail from I'^almouth in Maine to 
Sa^'onnah in Georgia. 

WIiil(< the British axtay was blockaded at Boston, and the bigLwa; 
to Canada □pcned for ths AmericAOS by tlietr possession of Ticon- 
deroga and Crown Point, it was resolved by congrosc to invade and 
possess themsclvee of that province, and thus coonleract Ihc move- 
ments of Sir Gay Carlcton, the gorernor, vbu was evidently uoder 
ordore from England to attack the colonies from the north-west. 
Two expeditions were therefore sent oat — the one under GeocnUs 
Schaylcr and Mont^mcry, by way of Lake Champloin ; Ihe other by 
Ihe Kennebec, under General Benedict Arnold; the whole of these 
forces amounting to about 3,000 men. 

On thf lOih of September, Schuyler and Montgomery ajipeared 
before St. John's, the most southern British fort in Canada, but 
flniling it loo Strang for attack, retired to the Isle aux Noix, 115 miles 
from Ticonderogo, which they fortified, and where Schuyler iioned 
i-ircnlors to (lie Csnadians, inTiting tlicm to join the Americans aiid 
nsaert their libt-rty. But soon after bostcniiig to Ticonderc^ for 
rcinforcnnentti, he fvll sick, and the whole command derolred cpon 
Montgomery, 

Having received rnnforccmeois, though in wont of artilluy and 
ammnnition, ond having engaged the Indians in a treaty of ntntmlilj', 
Montgomery retumtd tu St. John's, which be besieged with hat 
little siKceas, though he took Fort CStomhly, at a fiw miles diatanc«, 
wliers he was fortunate enough to olitnin sovcrol piecvs of nnnon 
and a oonsiderable qnonlity of powder. (Lionel Ethan Allen, the 
hero of Ticmiden^n, bring «ont out, during Ihe siege ol Si, J 
with a detachment of about eighty men. to secure a party i 
Indians, met on hia retnm with another officer oa rush and daring a 
himsclfi and they, without order*, madly determined t>i altcmpt tiw 
•urpriM of Montml. Montreal did not yield so cssilr u Tican. 
dcrago fort had done; Allen was taken prisoner, trrjitcd wilhgr<<at 
•everity, and sent lo England in irons. Montgamcry, howtvar, 
having reiiewed the aiege of St. Jt^V that (art aumndi'iul on tlw 
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qf NofvniNrt iHtar wlueli he adYaneed npidfy to Mbntroal, 
Ckriflton had abandmad, maldiig hia aaoapa down tibe rivar 
l» Qwaibfai Tha frOowing day, Montgomaiy, having engaged to 
laaxa ^ wii^KifMitM nndiaturbed in the tea ezereiae of their laws 
uligiait took poaaaarinn of the town, where hia troopa fimnd a 
aoppfy of wooUen goodpy with which thej were enahled 
leoeaaary cinmmstance at the oommenoement 
•f a qgocona Oanadiait winter. Although the Vinrinoai of Mont> 
*B diapodtioa and oondnot indooed many Oanadiana to enluit 
Ua araay he anflbred greatly from the inaabord\natioii and 
of hia own troopa; while othera, tlie time of their serrioe 
Wig OTjiwiii raturaed to their own homea. Nevertheleaa, with the 
of hia army, amoonting merely to about 300 men^ he pro- 
rapidly towarda Qaebeo, expecting to meet there General 
Anuld, with his detachment of 1,000 men, who was to adyanoe 
thither hj the Kennebec 
Hie hardships which Arnold and his men had in the meantime 
in the trackless and desolate forests of Maine, at the com- 
it of winter, were almost incredible ; nevertheless, on the 
of November, he arrived at Point Levi, opposite Quebec Could 
ha have immediately crossed the St Lawrence, the city, which was 
■d ifa e n tly defended and which was alarmed at his approach* 
might easily have been taken ; but, for want of boats, it was not 
mtfl the 13th that he was able to cross, and by that time Carleton. 
who had escaped from Montreal, had gained the city and put it in a 
ilate of defence. On the night of the 13th, therefore, Arnold crossed 
with his army, now reduced to 700 men, and ascending the difib to 
tha Heights of Abraham, as Wolfe had done before, hoped to take the 
citj by aorprise. Finding, however, the garrison prepared for hid 
laaeptioB, and not being strong enough to hazard an assault, he 
Mired twenty miles down the river, there to await the arrival of 
Mootgoreeiy. 

Montgomeiy joined Arnold on the Ist of December, all his 
Comectient men having bj this time returned home, so that the 
ttHed foreea of the two generab did not amount to 1,000. On 
tW fith, a message to surrender being sent to Carleton, the mes- 
Msger was ilred upon. It waa then reaolved to batter the towuf 
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but their artillery was fuund insufficient for the purpose, snd 
after a aicge of three weeks, during which the aasailanls suffered 
incrediblj from the Betsrity of the eeaBon, aa assault waa rewlved 
upon OB the only chance in their desperate circun 
last night of Ihe year, tiiercfore. in the midst of a violent t 
Blorm, and witL the ground several feet deep in anow, the Ametj 
ean troops set forth in four divisions, commanded by Montgomery, 
Arnold, Brown and Livingston ; and whilst the two latter were 
to make a feigned attack on the Upper Ton'n, the two former, 
each at the head of their respectiTe forces, were to assault the 
Lower Town at two opposite quarters. Montgomery hud lUready 
paased tlio Grst barrier, the enemy flying before him, when the dis- 
charge of a pieee of artillery deprived this brave man and two other 
officers of life. Uishcartened hnr the death of their leader, the next 
in comnumd ordered a retreat. Arnold, in the meantime, was boldly 
pushing his way forward into the town, when a ball, while cheering 
his men onward, shattered his leg. He was unwillingly borne from 
the combat, while Daniel Morgan, at the head of his Virginian rifle- 
men, ptiahed forward and made himself master of the second battery. 
For several hours he and the fragments of the companies who now 
met, HUBtuincd their ground, but at length, overcome bj superior 
numbera, ihey were obliged to surrender aa prisoners of war. 
less than 400 men perished in this nnfortuate attempt, and 300 It 
were mudu prisoners. Wounded as he was, Arnold retired with fl 
small njoioins of his army to a distance of three m 
ing his camp with ramparts of frtixen anuw, bo kept Quebec ii 
ttatu of blockade through the winter. 

Carleton ti'eatcd his prisoners with great kindnew ; thvy wi 
well fed and clothed, and afterwords allowed a safe return k 
rhis humane policy greatly strengthened the British intcreKi I 
Canada. Keiuforcemenis arrived early in the spring fur Arnold, bl 
saall-pox bad already broken out among the troops, of which fHgU^ ' 
Till diseaso GcDeral lliomas, who was sent out to superwdo Amold, 
died. The Americana retreated ; and one by one, before midmiminrr, 
nearly all the peats which had bc-en t&kcn by them fell into the h 
af the British. 

In the midst of the anxieties and distorbaucM i 
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jiflr. the new province, whieli in dow Kentuuky, received stili fdrtber 
meeeteion of aettlt^B through the means of Hichord Henderson, a 
North Coroliaa lawyer, a man of great eatcrpriiio nod energy, who 
had purchased a [urge taroct of countrf fcooi the Cherokces for a few 
wa^o-lowk of goods. Henderson, now ossociatud with Boone, thu 
bold hitnier and Hcttlcr of the tvildfrac^. who bod already eets- 
bluhed himself at lioonesborgh, and with other early settiers, cspe- 
dkllj' an adTenlnfons backwoodsman named Horrod, the founder of 
Hanodsburg, proceeded to orgnniBe themselvos as the proiiuoe of 
TmuylTanio. Courts and a militia were cstabluhed, and laws 
«aactcd) and «xm aAer a delegate sent thence to the continental 
eow gt t — at Philadelphia. Unfortunately for the new colony, Vir- 
ginia laid claim to the territory as lying within her charter, and the 
Tranjy Iranian delegate coold not be recognised. About the same 
time that this early settlement of Kentocky was going forwnrd, 4QU 
familie* from Connecticut left their old houics to seek new ones under 
Gennsl Lyman, in Iho province of West Florida. 

While the .\iDericacu were wastiag Uieir strength in unaucccsBful 
attctnplB in Canada, the seaports of New England were kept in con- 
twnal alarm by British cruisem, who not only landed to obtain 
supplies of whiuh the royal forces were in great need, but also sailed 
nnder orders to lay waste and destroy in case of resistance. Hence 
Falmouth, now Portland, a risiag town of oOO bouses, was burned 
bj Lieutenant Mowult, which caused an increase of ezasperatiun in 
ihe minds of the coLonists, and led them also to attempt maritime 
wvfire. Congress authorised the fitting out of thirteen woT'frigutes, 
and the raising of two battalions of marines. Privateeriuf; was 
otablishnl, and courts of admiralty formed for the adjudication ot 
ptixea. All ships of war employed in harassing the colonies, and 
oU veeaels bringing sappUes to the British forces, were declared lawhl 

Groat anxiety existed b the mind of the commauder-tii-chief, 
owing to the extreme scarcity of ammunition and mllilor^' stores in 
his oitny. The almost efbrts were used to discover load mines in 
tlw country, and to establish the manufacture of saltpetre ; a cecriit 
committee was also fonaed for the importation of powder and lead 
bum the West Indies. Anotl'.er catue of anxiety, and still the 




greater, exiBted in the insubordiualion of the oraij itself. At Uw-' 
close of 1775, the term of cnliatmcQt huving in nionj cium expired 
tboOBoads bod narclicd avmy to their hamcs, dugiut«d 
hardships and diBcomfortd of militjiiy life. The entliuiijuuD ot 
patriotiam had died out in masj breuats; whilst jealousiet uoanci 
the officers, sclliBluies» oud faitlilessneu, gnve rea^oa for an 
looking forward to the future- 

In the raeaDtime, the putition of cougrcsi lo Oie king, 
Olive Branch," as it tiaii culled, and which had been intrusted to the con 
of Richard P^nn, grandson of the proprietory, and lung tiin 
in America, had been presented. This was the la«t hope of the colo- 
niats far reeonciliatioD, and the tidings n^arding it were snxionalf 
waited for. The news come. His DUiJesty deigned no reply 
in his opening speech to parliament occuued the Americans of h<]*>. 
tili^ and rebellion, and declared the object of their taking up 
lo be the ratablishmxrut of ibeir own independence. In tain did 
the Mendi of America in the House of Commons earnestly advocate 
their cause ; in vain did the merchonta of London again remonstrate 
against coercive measures ; a bill woa patsad declaring them rebela, 
prohibiting all trade with the thirteen colonies, and making their 
ships and goods oad all pct^ns traflicing with iliem, kwfiil prize. 
The same act authonsed tlie imprcMuicnt of the crews of all cap- 
tured vessels for service in the royal navy. CommiMioners of Wm 
crown were, however, empowered lo pardon and remit from penalty 
all such colonic! or individnnis as by teady s'jbmission merited aacli 
tUTDur. Furthermore, treaties were entered into by the British 
gotemment with the Landgrave of Keuc Cassel and other German 
prinoefl, for 17,000 men to be employed against the Amorioana. 
Twenty-five thotisand additioiuJ English troope and a large fleeti 
abandantly supplied with proTisions and military stcres, were ordand 
l« America. 

These tidings convinced America that she had no longer anything 
lo hope from the mother-country ', surrow, indignation and auietf 
filled all hearts. These meaaurcs gave, however, by no mcAiu 
noqualitied saiiaftctiuo, even in Kogluid. It in worth (wording, 
aa an Instance of noble aaoriflco to priuciple, that Lord Bfflnghaia, 
and the eldest son of the Karl of Chatham, throw up thotr ooov- 
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imfliar tfam aet in this Amarican war, wtdtik thej ton- 
■0 unjust. The office of oammander-in-chief hmng been 
lflE0wiM to General O^etliorpe, the fionnder of Georgia» was 
hj him natorally enovigh, and that rank waa now held b/ 
0«wmiHiowe. 

Btmrn and hia annj apent thdr winter in Boaton aa beit thej 
Maid, anflbring greatly from want of aoppliea. Fud waa obtained 
Igr pnlfing down hoaaa^ and the poorer olaae of inhabitants were 
mat out of the atf, in order to deoreaae the oonsamption of fixxt 
Ikraa *»«Tf"***, howerer, of ** Loyal Amerioan Associatnrs^ wore 
I and, spite of pnritaniam, balls and a theatre were got np by 
BiiiUi officers, and the largest of their meeting-hogses was tamed 



Tbe growth of the British interests in the oolooies was not, how- 
r, confined by any means to Boston. New York had long been 
of a growing partisanship ; and the goyemment news* 
Rivington's Gazette," now became so olfensiye to the " Sons 
of Liberty," that some members of this distingoished body, to the 
namber of seyenty-fiye, rode at noonday to the suspected Tory news- 
paper-office, broke the presses, and carried off the type ; a proceed- 
ing which was yery satisfactory to the Whig portion of the public, 
both there and elsewhere. At Albany, too, on the Hudson, at the 
extreme frontier of New York, the party of loyalists was becoming 
yery formidable, under Sir John and Guy Johnson ; the one the head 
of a oolony of Scotch Highlanders, the other the Indian agent there. 
General Schuyler had already compelled these men to giye their 
word of honour not to take up arms against America; neyertheless, 
Gvy Johnson had withdrawn into Canada with a large body of 
Ifohawks, nnder the celebrated chief Brandt, who had long senred on 
the British side. Sir John Johnson also fled to Canada, where he too 
beeame a powerful adyersary, at the head of his *< Koyal Greens" — 
two battalions raised from his tenants and dependants. 

Nor was Lord Dunmoro inactiye in the South. Haying carried off 
in his turn a printing-press, he printed and dispersed a prodamar 
tion declaring martial law, calling upon all who could bear arms to 
join him in the king's name, and offering freedom to all slayes and 
mdentfd senranti of rebels who would join his standard. By this 
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meant be gained a great number of adlierenU, amongst wbom were 
many fugitire sluTet, after wliich he took up bis position near the town 
of Norfulb, where he was defeated bj the volonial militia, and Hr>aui 
driren to hia shipa, sccompatiied b; great nunibera of rojalists. 
Norfolk waB bombarded bj him and iinallj burnt, whicEi was a cause 
of great indignation in Virginia, this being one of ihe ricliest and 
largent of her towns. Great was the damage wliich fur the next 
Beveral months Duomore effected on the coast, burniog towns and 
housea, plundering pUntaliuns and carrjring off glares. Finaljj pnr- 
sued, barraaaed, and suffering from want of proriaiunt, he and hii 
adherent* were compelled to retire to St. Augualine in the West 
Indies. 
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Tonr, BTc- 

At the commencement of 1776, the .\merican anny nuder Waahing- 
toB mm reduced to little more than 9,000 men. By the xmited 
•Creniions efforts, however, of congress and the commander-in-chief, 
it was raised in February, to 14,000, and was moreorer brought into 
a state of more perfect organisation. 

His anxieties with regard to the army being now so far remoyed, 
'Washington resolved to expel the enemy from Boston, which they 
had occupied so long. A portion of the British troops still being 
encamped on Bunker^s Hill, where they had lain all the winter and 
Boflered severely, Washington sent a strong detachment on the 
night of the 4th of March, when there was no moon, to take 
posse MJon of Dorchester Heights, on the opposite side of the city, 
and which commanded it entirely. Carrying the necessary tools 
with them, the Americans silently ascended the heights, and before 
daylight had thrown up a strong redoubt The sight of these works 
aatonished General Howe the next morning, and he immediately 
made preparations for dislodging the Americans, plainly perceiving 
that unless this were done he must evacuate the dty. A violent 
atorm, however, rendered the embarkation of the troops impossible, 
and the Americans had thus time afforded for the completim of their 
works. 

Before, however, an attack on either side vras made, Washington 
leeehed a proposal that he should allow the British troops to naas 



o)it nnnulealfd, on condition that Howe leEl the (onu uniiijiued 
AocordiD){tj, ou the ITlbi the whole Britiali force, amounting to 
7,000, with about 2.0(Kl mannes. imd aocompanied hj about l,5tK) 
loyalists, quitiiy left the city and embftrkcd for Halifax. Of tto 
loyalists it must be remarked, that many of them were penoos of 
targe properly, who thus liocriAced all for the maintenance of prin- 
ciple. Their oondoct was admirable, though it met with no reward 
b;^I misery acd min. The embarkatiua occupied eleven days, and na 
the rear-guard was passing o& board, Waahington and his Iroopa 
iiitcrcd the city, with colours Bying and drums beating, while the 
iobahitants knew not bow to give Hufficieut evidence of their joy. 
Many fugitive families also now returned to their homes, and all 
Massnchusetls rejoiced exceedingly. A medal was struck, by order 
of congress, to celebrate this event. 

The British fleet sailed for Halifax, Washington being convinced 
thai its oltimatc dcatiuation would be New York, which, from its 
central situation and the great number and influential character of 
ibe British partisans there, would be an easy and important accLuim- 
tion. No sooner, tlicrefore, had he placed Boston in a suitable state 
of defence, than, leaving five regiments there, under the command of 
General Ward, the main body of the army was put in motion towanlti 
New York, which was intended to torm his head-quarters. Wash- 
ington arrived there in ApriL 

The plans of the British for 1T76 embraced the recovery of Canada, 
lite reduction of the soothem colonies, end the possession of Nvw 
York, Canada, as we have said, was soon regained ; and about the 
time when the fin>t detachment of Woabingtoii's unny tvachnl 
New York, Sir Henry Clinton appeared off Sandy Hook, with n Rtel 
fi'om England. Finding, however, that any attempts were at this 
time impncticable, Clinton sailed to the south, and at Cape Fear 
Kivcr was jiuned by Sir PctcT Porker, who had soiled from Englaad 
with wven rogimcnU on board. 

A packet of intercepted letlen to Governor Eden and othon had 
given to congresi information of the enemy's intended ntovementa, 
and Qennml Lev wu appointed to the command in the soDlbem 
pnmnoc*. All waa in readinn^ thertforc, at Charleston, the ptunt 
of attack. Tho most Tigoroiia mean* had been uwd for this pnrposa 
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thnrngboiit th6 Cbroliimi. Chirkston wai fortified, and a Ibrt on 
SnlliTan't laland at tha antranoe of Ghazlaatoii harbour, built of 
palmetto wood, waa ganiaoned witii about 400 meii, and placed 
under oommand of Ookatal Moultrie. 

On the 4tii of Jnne^ the Britiah fleet appeared off the harbomr, and 
after conaiderable delay, a strong force haTing landed under General 
Clinton, on Long Island, east of SnUmn's Ldand, the palmetto Ibrt 
waa sobjected to a heary bombardment ; but the balls took Httle efleet, 
sinkittg into the soft wood as into a bed of earth, and at the same 
time three ships, attempting to gain a porition b e tween SuDivan's 
Uaad and the shore, were stranded; two of them being afterwards 
got off with damage^ and the third abandoned and burnt. Moultrie 
and his braTe 400 Carolinians defended the fort with sneh eool and 
reaohite oourage, that after an engagement of eight hours, from 
eleren in the morning to seven in the evening, the British yessels 
retired with considerable damage and loss, the admiral himself being 
wounded, and the ez-govemor, Lord Cunpbell, who fought on the 
flag-ship, mortally so. The loss of the garrison was only ten killed 
and twenty-two wounded. This*fort has borne the name of Moultrie 



One little incident of this attack may be related, as it proves the 
cool courage of the garrison. At one moment, after a heavy 
cannonade, the anxious Americans, who were watching the fight 
from the shore, beheld the American fiag suddenly disappear firom 
the ramparts. They now feared that it was all over, and expected 
to see the British ascend the* parapets in triumph. But no! a 
moment afterwards and again the republican banner was floating on 
the walls. The fiu!t wss, that the flag-staff was shot away and the 
banner fell outside the fort, when, without a momeot's hesitation, a 
sergeant of Hsib name of Jasper leaped over the walls, and amid a 
shower of EngUsh bullets returned with the flag and hoisted it once 
more. Within a few days after this repulse, the British set sail, 
with all their troops on board, for the neighbourhood of New York. 

Thirty-flve thousand men, well supplied with provisions and all tlia 
neoeasary munitions of war, were now in array against the Americans. 
It was evident that Britain would remit none of her demanda, and 
BOW aimed at nothing but the entire sulrjection of the colonies. For 
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A long time, and irreo nfler thej appeared in arms, had the eolo- 
niea siiiccrelf wished to preserve tlieir allegiance (o tlie monarch and 
attacbmeDt to the mothcr-couDby. Now, however, a ehange wai 
rapidly taking place in their feelings ; the eentiincnt of loyalty i 
giving way before repabliean principles and the desire for ind»- 1 
pendcnce. 

Early in this year, Thomas Paine, a recent emigrant to America 
and editor of the " Pennsflvania Magazine," puhlished a pamphlet, 
called "Common Sense," which spoke out at once the secret sentiment 
of the people. It went dinxit to the point, showing ia the simpleet 
but strongest language the foUj of keeping np the British connexion, 
and the abaolnle necessity which existed for separation. The c«D«e 
of independence took, as it were, a definite form from this motoenL 

Early in May, in accordance with the growing sentiment of the 
public, congress, on the motion of John Adama. rcconuncndcd to the 
colonies no longer to consider themselves as holdini; authority nnder 
Oreat Britain. " The exercise of all powers of government," sftid 
congress, soon after, " must be under antbority from the peo]ilc of 
the colonies, for the maintenance of internal peace, the defence of 
their lires, liberties and properties, against the hostile invosions mai 
omel depredations of their enenues." 

Virginia hod already acted on these principles, uid other oolonica 
soon followed the example. On June llie 7lh, Richard Henry L 
of Mrginia, at the request of his colleagues, formally introduced int 
oongresB a motion declaring that. "The United Colonics ore, a 
ought to he, free and independent slates ; that they ore absolved ft 
all allegiance to the British crown ; and that their political eonnexii 
with Great Britain is, and ought to he, totally dissolvi-d." 
important reeolution, like all other proceedings of eongna 
debated with closed doors, and finally was carried; ibungb ftfl 
encountered great opposition from some even of the « 
of American indcpendcnoe, hut who now considered it prematvm 
It was carried by a hare majority, and then left tbr final dclibcrattsi 
on the Istof Jnly. 

In the meantime, a committer, consisting of Thomas Je( 
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Itoger Shcrnun. and R. U. UTinjff 
•Uee, had been Kpiwtnted to draw up a declaration in aoo 
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with the purport of the resoiution. Each, it was agreed by the com- 
mittee, should prepare such a statement as his own judgment might 
dictate ; all should then be compared, and the most complete selected ; 
or one be finally drawn np from alL The one prepared by Thomas 
Jefferson was at once, it is said, declared by his brother committee- 
men to be so superior to the rest that it was unanimously adopted, 
with but little alteration. 

The Boclaration of Independence was read in congress on the day 
appointed. Delegates for nine out of the thirteen colonies adopted 
it at once. New York declined to vote for want of instructiona; 
Delaware was divided ; the delegates of Fennsylvania were three for 
and four against it; of South Carolina one for and three against 
On the 4th of July it received the votes of all, with the exception ot 
New York, which, however, was formally given a few da3rB after- 
wards. 

Bliss Bremer tells us, in her recent work on America, that every- 
thing in the hall where the Declaration of Independence was signed, 
is preserved as it was then to the present day. The green table still 
stands, around which the members of the government sat, and upon 
which this important document was signed. She relates also an 
amusing expression of Benjamin Franklin's on this occasion. Some 
of those present appeared doubtful and uncertain as to whether it 
were wise to sign, and were half-inclined to draw back. ** Nay, gen- 
tlemen,'' said some one, wishing to insure their adherence, ** let us 
not be divided, let us all hang together." " Yes," said Franklin, in 
his quiet way, " or else we shall all have to hang separately !" All 
laughed and all signed. 

The Declaration of Independence for the whole Thirteen United 
States went abroad, and was received by demonstrations of joy. 
Public rejoicings wero made, and the ensigns of royalty every- 
where destroyed; leaden statues of the monarch being, wherever 
found, melted down for bullets. The legal position of the Tory 
party now became very serious. Many of these, being persons of 
high principle as well as of education and wealth, were exposed to 
the violence of political mobs, whose practices of tarring, feathering 
and carting, were disgraceful to the cause of liberty, of which they 
called themselves the supporters. As party-feeling in the course of 
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the WBI grew more violent, the snfferinga of the rojalUt party 
became extreme. The new state ^versiaents enforced obcdimce Co 
iheb' aathority bj severe pcnalticB, confbcatiau of propertj, imprison- 
ment, banishment, and tinallj- death. As yet, however, they 
tented themselves with admoni lions, fines, rccogmsanees to keep tbt 
peace and prohibitions to go beyond certain bound*.' 

Besides all these important measures in congresG, it must be borns^ 
in mind that money had 1^ be niiscd for the carrying on of the 
The United States eongrcaa hud already an cnormoos debt, and aguK^ 
about £1,000,000 was issued in paper money. 

Whilst the Declaration of independence was occupjnng eongresi^ 
General Uowe arrived on June 2£<h from Halifax before Sandy Hooka 
just by Now York, and on the 2nd of July took poEiscBsion ofSlaten 
Island. On Jnly I2lb, Admiral, brother of General Uowe, arrived 
from England with large reinforcements, and soon after. Sir Henry 
Clinton, with his fleet from the south. General Howe thus found 
himself at the head of '24,000 of the finest troops in liluropc, well- 
appointed and supplied ; while further reinforcements were expected 
daily, which would swell hia numbers to SS,0O0. 

As Washington had supposed, the intention of the British was to 
gain posseaaion of New York, and having rommand of the Ilndsoii 
i-ivor, open conununicatiDn with Caiuula, and thus separate the not- 
em from the middle states and be able to carry the war into tht 
interior; while Long I*land, adjacent to New York, which nboondcd 
in grain and cattle, would afford subsisteDcv to the army. Ily t)M 
middle of Bummer. aa we have alnrody seen, the American IbrMti 
were driicn out of Canada, and ihe norlUem frontier exposed 
attack. 

One of Washington's first mensnres, on takiLg op hia quarters 
New York, where the liritiBb party was strong, wos to prevent any 
communication with the enemy's ships, or between the ex-govcm<]C 
TryoD, who Lad been for some time on board Ihe Asia in the )iai><^ 
bour, and his friend-i in the town. Nor itere these prccanliont i 
lei* I among other plots discovered was one for sriiing Wasbin) 
and oonvej-ing him on board a Itritiah aliip, wme of Wi 
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soldiers having bcco corrupted for tlwt purpose, one ot whom 
tried by court-martiai imd shot in oonacquence. Tiie mayor 
of (he utf waa imprisoDcd for carrying □□ & correspondence 
irili Tryon. 

Althoogl) the fiiToe under Washiugtoa at this tjme amonnted to 
37,000 men, yet great numberB were again oudtBcipUned militia, 
many invalids, and all very iDdifTcreDtly provided with arms. Thi^ 
r^ly effective force amounled, perhaps, to 17,000. Among otbcr 
distinguiahed men nho now entered the American service was 
Thftdens EoKinsko, atlcnvarda so divtingoished in Poland, and who 
tervcd during the whole war as an engineer. 

Soon after the landing of the British army, the admiral, Lord 
Howe, who had brought with him &om England authority to the 
royal goremor* " to grant pardon and exception from penalty of 
all ioch colonies or individuals as might by speedy submission merit 
■bat CnTonr,'' sent a letter containing a statement of this aathorily, 
and an offer of pardon to oU who would submit. This letter was 
dir«<rti4 to George Washington, Esq. Washington, however, declined 
ncriving in his private capacity any eomnjunicalioif from the enemies 
«f bi* oovntry i the style of the address was then changed lo that of 
Omt^ WaabingtoD, etc., etc., etc., and it waa requested that the 
ebr of jMrdon contajncd in the letter might be made known as 
widely oa ponible. Congress ordered it to be published in every 
nuwspopor thronghont the Union, "that everybody might see how 
Qrcal Britain was inndiooaly endeavouring to amuse and disarm 
i replied, that " not eonnidering that their opposition lo 
ii tyranny waa a crime, they therefore could not solicit pardon." 
ing being gained by this attempt at eoncitiation, the British 
b prooeedcd to the prosecution of the war, which they were pre- 
A carry on witi the utmost vigour. Washington, aware thai 
p'enemy would ndvanec to New York by way of Long Island, bod 
■mcbrd ■ portion of the American army, 11,000 strong, at Brook- 
lyn, oppoaito New York, under General Greene. Greene, nnfortu- 
nntcly, being taken dtuigeroDnly iU, the command was transferred 
to larael Putnam, who, being a stmnger to the ground and unae- 
qiiaint«d with the work*, van not qualified fur the command of so 
importjutt a poritMU. 
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On AngnsE 22nd, the English Inodtd on the aonthcm shore of 
Long Island, and advancid to within four inilea of the Aiuericaui 
cnnip, between themselves and which stretched & range of wooded 
hills, through which ran two roadii, while a third followed the shore 
at die western base of the bills. Ua tlie STth, dividing their forecc 
into tbree divisions, under Grant, Hcisler and Clinton, the British 
silently advanced at aight by these three several roads towards the 
American army. Early in the morning, Clinton, proceeding by the 
eastern rood, having seized an important defile, which through core- 
Intmeai had been left ungtiarded, descended with the morning light 
into the plain, and within sight of t^e American camp. In the 
meantime General Sullivan, who, on the hrat alum of tlie British 
npprMch, had hastened out to meet them with a couudcrable &>ree, 
had fallen In with Generals Grant and Heislcr-, whilst Clinton, who 
by this time was safe on the plain, hastened forward and threw him- 
aolf between Sullivan's corps and the American camp, Tbe moment 
Clinton's approach had been perceived, the Americans attempted a 
retreat, bnt it was too late. The English drove back upon Heislcr's 
Headanis and thni Licked in between two bostilo armies, some 
few managed to escape, bat the greater number were killed or 
taken priBoners, It was a disastrons day. The true number of the 
> killed was never worrtained ; about 1,000 were taken 
The English lost only about 400. The victors, 1S,000 
strong, cncampnl directly opposite the American Uncs. Among Ibp 
prisoners were Generals Sullivan, Stirling and 'VVoodhull, late 
president of iho provincial congreaa. This latter was taken the day 
after the battle, being surprised with a small party driving off cattle* 
Hu was wounded and tiratcd with such cmel neglect that his 
mortified and he died. The Tories of Long Island, who hji 
treated with severity, now rrtorted the same on the odvewo porty," 

This defeat was more disastrous even than the loss of so mnoh 
in the effect wliiirh it produced on the American mii 
donbt and depreMtiim prevailed, and again regiments which vnr* 
onlisted only on a short term, quitted the scrvtcc the moment it b*d 
•ipired, and even in muu) chbc* deserted before that was the CMV, 
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The British not following up Ibeir advantage immedktelj, Wash- 
ington, aware tliut his position tvuld not be maintained, withdretr 
■nlentlj to Netr york on the oighl of the 29th, greatly to the soqiriae 
pnd VGiation of the enemy ; who, however, had now the entini and 
tadispnted posBCssion of Long Island. A descent upon New York 
*w the next object of the British commanders ; bnt before this wua 
attempted, another eodcavoor was mode for compromise and occom- 
iQodacion. Howe sent over his prisont'r, General Sullivan, to (ksire 
a Donfcmice for 'b'* purpose, ofierlng an exchange of Generals 
SnUiviin and Stirling for GencrBls Preacott and M'DoQold, nbiih 
took place ; and a deputation, conilsting of Benjamin Frsitklia, 
John Adams and Edward Rutlcdge, mot the British commiasionen 
on St»tcu Island ; but no favourable result followed, the American 
depatiet tnusting that " the Associated Colonics should not accede to 
any pence or alliance but as free and independent states." 

This attempt having again failed, the next movement was to enlist 
■ lojalist force. Oliver Dcloney, brother of a Ibrmer governor of 
New York, and Conrtlandt Skinner, late attorney-general of New 
Jcracy, were commisBioned to raise fotir battalions each ; while Tryon, 
■tiU claiming to bo governor of New York, was appointed nujor- 
g«neraL Landing a considerable force in the citj of New York, 
Waabington, on the I2th of September, removed hie head-quarters to 
lh> heights of Harlem, seven miles above the citj. The British lleol 
appeared ia the Sound and sailed up each side of Manhattan, or New 
Yorit Island, oo which New York standa -, a battery was erected, and 
while the attention of the Americans waa diverted by the Are from 
Howe's ahipa stationed in the Kast River and the Hudson, he landud 
hi* troops at Bloomingdate, about five miles above Ihe city and only 
two Iram the American camp. Troops had been stationed to guard 
this landing ; bnt seeing now tho advantage goiuod by the alacrity of 
tha English, they fled pauic-gtHcken, without even firing a guu, as 
dill al>o two Now England brigades, in company with Washington, 
who hod come down to view the ground. Waihiogton, thus 1011 
undcfondt-i], except by his immediate attendants, widiio eighty paoea 
of the enemy, was to distreacd and excited by their dastardly 
oandnet, that he exclaimed, " Are these the men with whom I am to 
defend Arnvrica?" His alteadaats turned his horse'a head, and 
02 
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homed him bom the flt'ld.* The nrxt day, a skinnifili taking pkoe, 
the Americans retrieved their character in some degree, thoaeh it 
was with the loss of two able officers. 

The ioyaJistfl of New York received the British army with the 
ntmost joy. A few Bights after, a fire breaking out, whicli destroyed 
the largest church and about one-third of the city, tliia disaater wai 
attributed to " thu Sons of Liberty," some of whom, seized on 
suspicion by the British Boldiers, were thrown into the fiames. The 
fire, however, is supposed to have originated in accident. 

The Dimost depresBion prevnUed in the American camp at Harlem, 
The favour of Heaven, it was feared, had deserted their cause. 
Anxiety, despondency and dread filled oil hearts ; and sickness, the 
necessary eoQComitant of ench a state of mind, prevailed greatlj. 
Qhere were no proper hMpitala ; the sick lay in boms and sheds, and 
even in the open air nnder walls and fences. The army was wasting 
sway by the expiration of Bcrviee and desertion ; few would enttst. 
It seemed as if ere lung America must yield from the mere inability 
lo BDslain her army. Wiisbington did his utmost to reiive hope and 
connge, and also appealed to congress for aid, without whicli sucoess 
was impossible. A bounty of twenty dollars, was offered therefore on 
enlistment, and grants of land promised to the soldiers and officer*. 
So far good ; in the meantime, Washington was unwilling to risk ■ 
general engagement, and Uowo also on his side not venturing to 
attack the AmericBn camp, setistied himself by making a movement to 
gain Washington's rear, in order to cut off his connexion with the eajl- 
em states and thus prevent his receiving supplies from that quarter. 
Por this pniposc a portion of the royal troops was withdrawn trom 
New York to Westebester, while three frigates were sent np the 
HodBon, to prevent any intercourse with New Jersey. Kcinforoa- 
mcnts were received by the British array. 

Washington, to avoid being thus enclosed on all vdes, croiMd ant 
with his army from Now York Island, and took up hi* position almg 
the western bank of the Bronx River, which separated him from Iha 
English, and so extending towards While Plains. On the 28th of 
October, ■ skirmish took place, in which the American* wcir diivni 
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^^V ■from their ground with conaiderable loss; inucediatelj aRer which, 
^^M 'Washington) took up a. mat^h stronger position on tbe heights of 
^^H North Castle, &boat five miles further northward. 

IMicoDtiniiing the pursuit of Washington, Hone now turned his 

■ttCEntioii to the American poata on the Hudson, with tlie dcaign of 

•■teriiig New lenej. Aware of this intcotion, Washington croaied 

die HudMn with his arcij, and joined General Orcene at Fort Lee, 

on the weBtem bank of the Hudson, at the town of Uockensack in 

New Jenej', thrw miles only to the south-west of Fort Wiuhington, 

where wu a gam»>a of 3,000 men, and ten miles only from New 

York citj. Scarcely, bowerer, were these urraogements mode, when 

Fort Washington was assaulted by a strong Britiah tbrcc. The com- 

^^K wnrtri. Colonel Magaw, made a brate defence and the assailants 

^^HAHt 400 mien in gaining the outworks i but no sooner were tho 

^^^■Britiih witUn the fort, than the garrisoa, to the number of 2,000, 

^^H vFereoDM irith terror, refused <t> offer any resistance, and all, together 

with a great quantity of artillery, fell into the hands of the British.* 

Two days afterwards Lord Cornwullis crossed the Hudson with 6,000 

mttn, agaiDSt Fort Lee, which also surrendered with the loss of 

baggage and military stores. 

Mtatortune was the order of the day. Alarm and distrust increased i 
Wtahington and his doily diminishing army fled from point to point. 
e New York cooTenlion morcd its sittings from one place to 
tber, the members often sitting with arms in their hands tu 
ent surprise; when just at this disastrous crises, new alarm orosu 
n tlM proposed rising of the Tories in aid of the British. Many 
P^MipectCJ Tories, therefore, were seized, their property confiscated 
1 tbemaelTea sent into Connecticut for solcty. The goals wers 
also were the chnruhes, now employed as prisons, while 
I were kept un parole. These resolute measures effected their 
; the Tory party yielded to a force which they were not yet 
noogh to conlrol, and dclicrred active co-operation with tho 
Britiab to a yet more favourable time. 

On the last day of Kovcmbcr, the American army amounted but 

tA 3,0U0 ffloo, and was then retreating into an open country at the 
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toola, and but unperfectly clad. The prospect was hopeless i 
extreme. The tav/tm of Newark, Now Brtmawick, Prinetlown, and 
Trenton, all in New Jersey, were taken posBesHion of bj the British. 
Finally, Washington, on the 8lh of December, crossed iho DeUwnre^ 
which was DOW tlio only bturiiT between the Engliiih and Fbiludel- j 
pbift. The Brut elate Icgislnture of New Jersey, of which William ' 
liviiigBtoD was goremor, like that of New York, had bevn driven, 
during these commotions, &om one place to another ; uur luid their 
most urgent cndeaTOun to nail out a militia been availing, so 
deprL-«Kd was the public mind. 

Nor was ihe protpcct more cheering in Pemitiylvania. The hcarta of 
many begaii to fail them ; and saving for the energy of Mifflin and a 
lew others, the American party in Philadelphia might have gradnally 
melted away. But Israel Patoam bad command of the city, and Mifflin 
put forth all hia eloquence, and patriutiimi and couiage still lurrived. 
Jn the meantime the diBainera of the Americans were not ended. General 
Lm, an ambitions and conceited man, who mnked his own militajj 
experience aa mpcrior to that of the commander-in-chief, instead ot 
baatening across the Hudson lo join the muin army, as Washington 
had earnestly requested him to do without loss of time, determined 
on a brilliant and independent achievement which ahoujd at once 
■tartle both English and Americans, and give him a great reputatioo. 
Lingering, therefore, among the hiUs of New Jersey while be decided 
what his great exploit should he, he lodged one night with a small 
gnord St a houac some httle distance from his army, when bo wai 
surprised by a body of British cavalry sent there for the purpose, 
and carried prisoner to New York. The coDimand of his troopa 
blling on General Sullivan, the latter conducted them without 
IWther delay lo join Washington, whose farces were thus increaaed 
i« 7,000 men. 

On the very day also on which Washiugton crossed the Delaware, 
a British •quadroo ftnm New York, under command of Sir Pater 
Parker, look powessiou of Newport in lUiodc Island, the second ci^ 
in New England, the few troops stationed there abandouiuB the plaoB 
without a blow (or ita drfenw. The Amrrioan iquiLdrun, undM 
Commodora Uopkina, wa« thus blocked up in Pruvideuou KiTvr, 
when it lay for a Long time useless. 
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Having gained this importunt hold on the colotiica both b; land 
and tea, the Howes iasaed, aj royal comiiiis<iioiiers, a proclatnation 
" commaiidiag all insurants to disbaad, and all pullticsal bodioa to 
relinquish their oMumed authoritj, granting sixty days within which 
to make this sabmiseion." On thii, great niuahers of wealthy 
penoEu, many of whom liad elreadj been active in the rovolataonary 
movements, to the amoimt even of from two to three hundred a day, 
came in to make the required Bubmission. The cause of American 
indcpendenec appeared hopeless, and would have been so had all the 
people bc«;n coward* and limc-Bcrvers. But there were thousands of 
troe heart* left within her yoL CoQgrcaa, sitting at that time at 
Philadelphia, adjoumed to Baltimore in Maryland, and Washington 
wu inreated for six months with unlimited powers. Authority was 
giren him to raise sLxteen battalions of iniantty, in addition tc those 
already voted, and to appoint officers ; the booDty on enlistment won 
inomiwd, h were abiO grants of land for service. He was also 
empowered to raise and equip 3,000 ligUt hotsc, three regiments Ol 
bTtiilcry, and a corps of engineers; to coll out the militia of the 
diflcrcnt atatea ; to displace and appoint all officers under the rank of 
brigadier-general, and 1o fill up all vacancies. He was farther author- 
i*od to lake whatever he might require for the use of the army at his 
umi price, and to arrest and confine all such as should refuse the con- 
tinental money, a new trouble which had arisen, owing to the vast 
umae of paper mooej. The entire power wo* thus placed in the bands 
of Washington, and he was worthy of the confidence. 

Christinaa wni now st hand, and gloom and despondency peiwoded 
the American mind. The sixty days wen pnsung on, and the timid 
and racillatiug were giving in their adherence to the British, when 
WuduiigtoD, as it were, rose op and girded hit loins for action. 
Awan.' that the featiTitiai of the smson woold be fiUly enjoyed in 
the British camp, he rcaolvcd to avail himself of the time fur on 
knvxpcctcd attack, and selected the Hessians stationed at Trenton as 
iu object. On Christnua-ere, therefore, he set out with 2,500 picked 
Sten and aiz pieces of artillery, intending to cross the Delawatc nine 
miles below Trenton, while two other forces, under Ocnurala Cai- 
waUadcx and Irving, were to cross at other paints at the wHne time. 
Til* river wh fall of floating mossea of ice, and it was only aftor 
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(treat difflcnlty and danger that the landing wob cSecUd by four 
o'clocic ID tho moraiagi nben, amid a hesTj Bnow-atonn, Waahin^ 
ton's force advanced towards IVenton ; the other bodice under Cad- 
wallader and Irving not having been abb to effect a landing at all. 

It was eight o'clock when Wmhiugtoii reached Trenton, wltcro. u 
he expected, the Uesainlu, fiut asleep aftt-r a night's debauch, vtere 
easily surprised. Ilicir comnmnder was aloin, and their artillery taken, 
together with a thousand prisoners. Of the Americans two only 
nere killed, two b-oica to death, and a few wounded, among whom 
was Ucutenant Monroe, afterwards president of the United States. 
Without waiting for any movement on the part of tho British, whoso 
forces so far outnumberod the Americans, Washington immediately 
re-uvssed the Delaware, and entered Philadelphia in a sort of 
trimnph with his prisoneta. 

This unexpected and brilliant achievcraent created an immediate 
reaction. Several regiments, whose term of enlistinent was about 
expiring, agreed to serve six weeks longer, and militia from the 
adjoining provinces marched in. Nor was the eSect on the British 
leaK striking. General Howe, astounded by this sudden movement 
in the depth of winter, in an enemy whom he considered already 
crushed, detained Lord Cornwallis, then just setting out for Englendi 
and despatched him with additional forces to New Jeney, to rcgnia 
the ground which had been lost. Washington, in the meantimet 
knowing the importance of maintoiDing the advantage he had gained, 
n^croHsed tho Delaware, and established himself at Trenlon, where n- 
inforeemcnts were ordered immediately to join him. On Janiwry 2nd, 
1TT7, X>ord Cornwallis, with tho van of the British army, approached. 
On this, Washington withdrew to some high ground on the easlem 
bonk of ■ small river which dividoi the town, and commenced to 
entrench himself. The British attempting to ctom. a sharp eannontd* 
ensued, which prodacod little eSbct on cither aide, when Cornwallis 
thinkitig it most prudent to wait for reinforcements which ha 
'Xpccted the next day, encamped for the night. 

Washington knew that his pocitioD was a very hniardons one. It 
woa a great risk to wait fur a battle, with his d,O0O men, moM of tbem 
niiUtia, new to the camp, end that against a greatly snpcrioruidmtt- 
diacipliDed form. To rc-croB the Uckwarc, then still mom obatnict«J 
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wilh Boating ice, waa equally dangeroufl, with tbc enemy behind 
him. With great sagacity and courage, therefore, he decided on a 
bold Khfmv, whitb fortunately wan executed with equal courage 
and skilL This vras no other than to attack the enemy's rear at 
Princctown, and, if pouihle, gain poBsesaion of his artillery and 



Keplcniahing, therefore, his camp-firea, and sileiitly sending his 
own heavy baggage to Burlington, and leaving parties still busied at 
their entrenchments within hearing of the cnfmy, WoHbingtou 
marched with his army, about midnight, towards Princctown, where 
Ihreo firitiah regiments had passed the night, two of which, marching 
out to join Comwallis, were met and attached about sunriiie by the 
Americana. A dharp conflict took place, and the Americans neru 
giving way, General Mercer, an officer of great promise, being 
tiuirtoUy wounded, when Washington and his select corps came ap, 
and the battle was renewed. Que divisioa of the British fled to 
New Brunswick, the rext rallied and continued their march to 
Trenton. About 400 of the British were killed and wounded; the 
Autrican Iom was somewhat less. 

At dawn. Lord Comwallis beheld the deserted camp of tho 
Americans and heard the roar of the cannonade at Princetowo, on 
wUcb, diacovering Washington's artifiue, and fearful leat his military 
itora and baggage at New Brunswick Bhould fall into hia hands, he 
immediately pat his oraty in motion, and reached Princctown when 
UiB Amnieans were aboat to leave it. Again waa Washington in 
gmt danger. "His troops," sajs Hitdreth, "were ezhauutcd; ail 
had been one night without sleep, and some of Uiem longer; many 
bad no blonkctB; others were barefoot; oil were very thinly clad." 
Under Ihcxt circnnutance* the attack on New Brunswick nas aban- 
doned, and Washington retired to strong winter-qaurtcru at Morris- 
town. There bo remained till spring, having, in fact, rcposseuied 
hiiMBlf, in the most masterly manner, of New Jcniey. General 
Putnam was ttationed at Princetown, and other ofGccrs at various 
[ilacu, and ikirmishei went on continnnlly, in which the Americaua 
wera mostly aucccaaful, being eagerly joined by the inhabitants, wliu 
had many wnmgs and ravages to complain of. Tho British, in latt, 
■nflered greatly through the winter, from want of forage and fresh 
pCoriMunt. 
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The eSeet of Waahington'H rapid aucctuicB in the Jerseys was like 
n succcHsion of electric shocks through the states ; and even to thia 
d&j it is said, when any unexpected and exciting icielUgence u 
about to be given, the phnue "Great newi troM the JenvytV u 
msdo UK of. 

" The recovery of the Jerseye," to ose again the words of the able 
hiatoi'ian Hildrctb, " by the fragmeats of a defeated nnny, which 
had seemed just before on the point of diswilutiou, guiaed Washing. 
ton It high rpputition, not only ut home, but in Europe, where the 
progrewi of (he compuign had been natclied with great inttrvKt, and 
where the disastroiu loss of New Yorli and the ■'ctreat through the 
Jerseys bod given the impression that America would not be able to 
UUtiutain her iudependcute- The recovery of the Jerseys created a 
reaction. I'ne Americoii geocrol was extolled as a Fabius, sthoM 
prudence availed his ooontry no less than his valour. At home, alM^ 
these successes had the best effect. The recruitiug service, whieli 
before hod been almost at a stand, began to revive, and contddcnUgJ 
progress was again madn in organising the new ai'my.' 

The powL'rs with which congress bad iuvctted the i 
chief enabled him to make many important changes . 
lor the weilboing of his troops. For instance, the whole hospilAl 
department, which had been very inefficiently lilti-d, was now rt- 
orgtuused ; und in order to prevent the ri^itatiou of smatl-pox, which 
had proved hitherto a faUii scourge in the army, every recruit wai 
properly inoculated before entering the service. An iucchaiigc of 
priiioncrt took pbcc al»o at this time, though the Biiti&h at fintt 
rrfunod. on the plea thai the Americana were rebels. Tlie number of 
prisoners amounted to abuut A,IXK> in the hands of the British, and 
3,000 in thoM of the Americana. Great iudigoation was cxcilMl 

coDMiluonoe of the condiiioo to which, it was discovertd, 
Americans taken at Long Island and Fort ^Voshingtoii were 
dnced hj tbo hardship* of their coufini-nxeut. 'Ilicy were placed 
tiic eustody of the Nuw Vork Tory parly, by whom they had bn.-n 
cmcUy treated that many hod diud. and the rest wen 
and feeble that Washington rcfiisud to return an equal numbrt 
well-conditioned Heasions and British. 

CongTCM, in the meantime, was again littuig at l'lulsdt:lpUia, ■ 








wiser heads or braver neaiiii never met for a cmmtiy'B need. Thii 
tnuiness which occupied them was of the most momentous character. 
Though Hopkins and his squadrrfn were Wockt'd up at Providcuce, 
privateering hod been carried on, principally hj New England 
frigates, to s great oxlcoL The horacword-bound Britinh ships Irum 
the West Indies offered rich prizes, and in the year just concluded no 
las than 350 British ships had boen captured. A new foreign trade 
hod also been opened with France, Spaiu and Holland, principally 
by way of the West Indies; and though great risk attended it, still 
h was tile successful conunenccmcnt of the great American trade ) 
and the national flag of thirteen hLltb and stripes, as appoiDted by 
eaagnaa, was now hrst hoisted in this maritime service. 
Bj no European nation was the progreaa of the war of inde- 
e in America watched with more interest than by Frujioe, 
1 waa snurting undei the loss of hi^r American pussesammi ; 
tunce the American privateer found ever a ready sale fot his prizes 
ill the French ports ; and armed French vessels, sailing onder 
American oonunUsions, were secretly fitted out. Early in the 
■trugglo with the mother-country, the colonies hod avowed their 
reUuGo on foreign aid, if necessary j and at the eommenceiaent oC 
the pnoeding year, Silas Deune, member of congress for Connec- 
ticnt, had gone to Paris, ost«ni>ibly oh a private merchant, but, 
in bet, to nc^tiate with Fmnco for the supply of arms and 



After the Declaration of Independence, however, Benjomia Frank- 
lin was openly sent to Paris, and other persons to different European 
rourla, fur the Mime purpose. " The distiaguishcd talents, high 
reputation, and great personal popularity of Dr. Franklin," says 
Willsoa, "were highly snccessfu] in inoreojuog the general enthusiasm 
which be^Bft to bo felt in behalf of the Americans." His efforts were 
In the end aDCceesful) and although Franco delayed for a while the 
recognidoa of American independence, yet she began to act with 
loB reenre, and by lending ouistanoe in various ways — by loans, 
pfta, mpplics of arms, provisionH ond clothing — she materially aided 
the AmoriMns. The tardy action, however, of the French ooiirt 
was out4loDe by the general seal of the nation. Numerous volunteers. 
The most eminent of whom was the yonng Mitrq^uis de Lafuycltc, 



ftS histchy or tnB uniteu states. 

□fiiiTcd CO rish their fortunes and bear arms in the cuiue of Americiui 
libcrtj. Loiiyettc fitted out a vessel at his own expenge, and in the 
Bpring of mt arrived in Americn. He at first eiUifltedas a volunteer 
in Washington's ornif ■ dccliaing all pay for his scrvtcea ; but aon- 
gress soon after bcston-ed npoa him the appointincnt of m^oT- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

REVOLXTTIONABT WAR {continued), 1777. 

Thb fear of the inTasion of Canada by the Britiah, had, as we have 
already seen, led the Americans to make a diaastrouB attempt at the 
oonqnest of that province. The so-much-fearcd invasion ^ras now at 
hand. In the meantime, as the spring of 1777 advanced, although 
as yet the main armies were inactive, various little attacks and 
reprisals were made. An armament sent up the Hudson by Howe 
for that purpose destroyed the military stores of the Americans at 
Peekskill, and General Lincoln, stationed at Boundbrook in New 
Jersey, was surprised by Lord Comwallis, and escaped only with 
the loss of a considerable portion of his baggage and about sixty 
lives. A few days afterwards, Tryon, late governor of New York, at 
the head of 2,000 men, landed in Connecticut and advanced to Dan- 
bury, an inland town, where a large quantity of provisions was 
collected; having destroyed these, set fire to the town, and com- 
mitted various acts of atrocity, he departed as rapidly as he had come. 
Arnold and Wooster, however, pursued him at the head of militia, 
hastily collected for that purpose, and three several attacks were 
made, in which the veteran and greatly respected Wooster was 
killed and Arnold had two horses shot under him. Tryon made 
good his escape with a loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners, of 
about 300 ; and congress, in acknowledgment of Arnold's bravery, 
presented him with a horse fully caparisoned, and raised him to the 
rank of major-general. In return, a small party of Americans under 
Colonel Meiga landed on Long Island, destroyed twelve vessels, and 
took a large qiiantitj of provisions and forage collected at Sag 







Unrbonr, and carried off ninety priaoncrs. without himself loaing 
single man. Another little triamph of the Ameri^^ans is worth 
recording. General Prescott, who hud been taken prisoner at Moiii- 
real, two ycora before, when Governor Carleton made his escape, now 
being' stationed at Newport in Rhode Inland, irritated tho AtneHcaod 
no little by offering a reward for tlie capture of Arnold j oa whii'h 
Arnold, in retom, offered half the amount for the capture of Prescott. 
Accordingly, it being presently aacertaincd thut Prescott frequented 
wiibout prccantioD a coontry-house near the town, a party of forty 
inen under one Colonel Barton set out with the intention of carrying 
liim off, landed at night on the island, entered the houac, and taking 
the general from his bed, harried away with their prize. Until now 
tho Americans had nut b«en able to ransom their General Lee, who 
hod been tnkcn much in Che same manner, and the tno olfiocra 
shortly exchanged. 

In the meantime Washington remained with hia army al 
town, waiting with groat atuciety the developaieot of the 
plana of operation, and increasing his own strcugth by the arrival iif 
recruits, who still came in only slowly. The plans of the Briti^ 
gnueral appeared for a long time unoortoin, whether U> naich 
directly ui>on Philadelphia or tu co-operate with Burgoyne, wlio had 
now aasuoied the command in Cauada. In the nortb, the American 
army was so very feeble, that it waa feared lest Ticonderog-n, olmoal 
the «oIc remwiw of the American conquests in that quarter, migUl 
be Mued by a sudden moremcnl from Canada over tlic ico. The 
serfice In the north was indeed so unpopular, that a spccJec of con- 
KoriptioD was obliged to be resorted to in order to All Dp Ihc ngi- 
menti. ladwd the rt^ucloncc to serve was felt so generally throngh- 
ont the Dorthem province*, that tho prubibiiian against the onliat- 
mi'Ut of neirro-Blavea was removed, and now recinits of any colour 
were joyfully received, and many negre-alavea gained their iW«dom 
in this manner. In the south, also, indeotod servants enlisting were 
deulared to be freemen. 

A* spring came on, General Bntgoyne, who had served in CansdA 
under Governor Carloton, and who had gone to England for Uw 
piupoBa of urging upon parliun«nt the radttction of Amtric* bj a^ 
potrarfti] dewent upon the Mlonie* by the way of Ltke Champ) 



and the Hndson, returned vriQi • \aigB arm; stid mOitaiy stores far 
that purpnac. 

On the I6th of Juno, Burgojne, at the hend of an anay of nearly 
10,000 men, firitjah Dod GenuuTi, with b grcnt number of Canadiana 
and Indian*, set forth on his capcditioo. His first oiicampmt-nt wa« 
on the vreslim ■horo of Lake ChaoipUun, near Crown Foint, where 
ha met the Six Mationi in coundl, and was joined by abont 400 of 
thoM powerful wuTtors. Uorgoyne, however, lo little anderstood 
the character of the red men, that he addressed them in a very 
pompoua Bpeech, cndpaTouiinj^ to induce them to alter their irregalnr 
mode of warfare. To jiut aa little purpose was the proclamation 
which he iBDcd at the same tim?, in an equall]' pnmpous maimer, in 
1, after demonstrating his owti power and that of the British, he 
i flie colonists with extermination, before the furj- of tlu) 
le Indian, if they persisted in resisting his arms. 
Bvgoytu?* plan of operation wan, after taking Ticonderoga, to 
I Albany on tho Uadsou, where he would be met by 
Ml St. Leger, who, with 2,000 men, chiifly Caoadians and 
la to proceed by way of Oswe^, against Fort Schuyler or 
E, and so gain tho same point, afler which both armies wore 
a Omeral Clialon at New York. 
KTwo dnjB after Burgofoo had pablished his formidable proclama- 
|B, ha appeared before Ticonderoga, thni garrisoned by General 
^ dair with abuBt 3,000 toen. Spite of atl tho Labaur and cipenso 
h bad been bestowed on thia fort, one important circumstance 
tinf^arly overlooked. Tho fort was commaoded by 
i; height, called Mount Doflonce, whiuh being con- 
d inaoecaaiblc, hod been left uudefcndod. Dnrgoyne, however, 
« pcTcririnf; tho advantage to be obtained by the poascsaion of 
lUt hfight, loat DO time in preparing to gain it, and threo days afler 
ha hod made his appearance, hu artillery was placed on the Bunimlt. 
8C Ctair saeing that no chance remained for himself and his troops, 
rcaolved upon immediate evacuation. The baggage and stores, under 
the convey of the last remains of the American Uotilla, were secretly 
despatched down t« Skcensborougb, and the troops also in two 
diriaions, the one under St. Clur, the other, which left two bonn 
later, under Cvlom.-] Fnuids, commenced thetr retreat at the dead of 
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ni^t, but were discoTcrcd by tbo enemy OMing to the oooideittal 
bnnung of a building on an adjoining heighL The next morning, 
therefore, the rear division was overtalten bj General Frufler nt tha 
head of a British troop, near Hubbordton, -where an cngagGment 
took place, in which the Americans were routed, and flyiii|^ befoi* 
the enemj, spread tbronghont the adjoining coontry the terror of 
the British anna. One thousand Amerieons were killed, wounded 
and token prisoners on this disastrous day, among the former of 
whom wiia Colonel Francis. Nor was this all; General EtideBol 
with a corps of Genuans porsned and overtook the American stores 
and baggage, which fell into his hands; and the garrison of Skcene- 
boroagh, on learning this melancholy intelligence and of the approach 
of Borgoync, set Src to the works, and fled to Fort Anne, liolf-waj 
between them and the Uadaon. Pursuit followed; a skirmiiih took 
place, and in the infectious terror of the time, having act fire to 
the works of Fort Anne, they fled to Fort Edward, the head- 
quarters of General Schayler. At this same point, also, arrived 
St. Clair, who with his division bad been wandering about for seven 
day*. Thus, after defeat and flight, were assembled the whole force 
of the American northern army, aniounting only to fi,000 men, many 
of whom were only bastily-summoned militia, wholly nnorganiard, 
while of ammnnitJOD there was great scarcity. 

Again despondency and gloom orerapread the American mind. 
The raocessea of Bnrgoyne came, says Hildrctb, like a thunderclap on 
cangrtm. " Wo tball never be able to defend a fort," wrote Jtim 
Adams, " till wc shoot a general." Disastera, the inevitable result of 
weakneu. were attributed to the incapacity or cowardice of ths 
officers. The New England prejudice against Schuyler rerived, and 
all the northern generals in fact wcro recalled) and hut for the 
interference of Washington, the northern army must luve been dia- 
banded for wont uf ofilccr*. Sehuylcr, in the meantime, wu doing 
the best that lie could under existing eirconutances. Before leaving 
the rariuuH pnaitions, he took rvcry means to annoy and tmpi^o the 
tnovemenls of the enemy, ohstmctiiig navigation, breaking up nwdl, 
MBA bridges, and dosing up every passable deSIe by felling trees oB , 
r laAe, which, interlacing tbelr branches in the bJl, fonnei 
t insuperable burier, Schuyler, in whom, however, Wash*. 
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ingUm never lost confidence, was sapersedod, and Oaten was appointed 
hjr eongTEM to take hia place. Reinforce menta nUo were sent ap j 
Daniel Morgan with his rifie corps, the impetuous and bold Arnold 
and Lincoln, who was a great favourite with the Mawachusctts men. 
RcMciusko was also in iho armj as its principal en^eer. 

Bnrgoyne, maHng himself sure of Epeedilf establiohing the royal 
power iu the north, called a convention by proclamation fur con- 
cortinft measures for this purpose. A circomstance connect^ with 
the history of Venoont, as an infant state, gave him additional 
Lopts uf the populSir adhesion in this quarter. Vermont having 
organised henclf into an independent state, had solicited admission 
into the uoimi rs tnch, and been refused, through the inflacncc of 
New York, who claimed that country oa a portion ot her ttrrilory. 
Borgoyne was, however, disappointed in his hopea; Vermont enter- 
tained no feelings of animosity; and Schnylor, in return, publixhcd 
hii conotcr-prodHtnation, threatening the punishment of troitois to 
all who forawore their allegiance to Anu-rican independonce. 

Burgoyne, not without great difficulty, at length reached the 
HttdMU, to the great joy of the British army ; and Schnyler, unable 
to (ace him, retreated to Saratoga, where the tidings of new diau- 
ttn MOD rMched him. Burgoyne had Bcveml weeks before despatched 
Cbkatl St Leger, with Sir John Johnson and his iloyal Greens, 
logvtliiT with a body of Canadian rangers, and the formidable 
Brandt and his savages, to liarass the western frontier of New York. 
Port SchityleT, commanded by Colonels Gansevooet and Willett, was 
alfjiekcd. and Genernl Herkimer, hastening to his rehef with militia, 
whirh lie had raised for that purpose, fell into an ambush near the 
tort and wu mortally wounded, besides losing 400 men, amangil 
wham wcm many of the leading patriots of thai part of the country. 
This was ud newi for Schuyler, and as the north-wcet abounded in 
Tori»», it was Decrsaary, if possible, to relieve Fort Schuyler, so as 
to pTtfrenl its fiUling into the hands of the enemy, which would 
canw, it wu apprehended, a general disaffection. Arnold volun- 
tM*wd to undertake this perilous ser\-ice, and Schuyler, having 
^Mpatdtcd him with three regiments, withdrew from Saratoga to 
tiM bknda at the conflncace of the Mohawk and Hudson river*. 
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AlthoDgh aace&s bod followed the Britlbli, and Borgojne was 
pOMi^.uioQ of 90 muDj sCroiig posts, and hod command of Lakes 
Cbompluin and Grar^, and great amount of stores and proviaion'' 
lay at Fort George fur hU use, yet the means of transport were so 
dilScult, that the armj was reduced to the greatest straits. To 
obtain immediate supplies, therefore, he despatched Colonel Baum, a 
Qennan officer ct rank, with SOO men, together with a bodj of 
Canadians and Indiana, to sei^e a quantity of provisions which the 
Americana hod stored at Benningtoo. There was at this time at 
Bennington, milder the command of Colonel Stark, a corps of New 
Hampshire militia, roiaed b^ a merchant of Portsmouth, named 
LoogdoQ, on the news of the loss of Ticonderoga. As soon as St&rk 
hvord of the attack which was to be mode un the iitorc«, he sent off 
for Seth Watner's Green Mountain Bojs, his own force having alio 
been strengthened by volunteers and Aigitivcs from the defeat at 
HabbardtOQ. Buum, seeing Slark prepared for him, iDtrenched him- 
self about six mites from Bennington, intending lo make an attack 
the foUowing day. But violent rain came on, mid both Stwk and 
Batun deferred any movement, both hoping for reinforcement, Banm 
ftwa Colonel Brcyman, who wa« marching to his assistance, and 
Stark fi-om the Green Mountain Boye, who were hourlf expected. 
Bnt the violence of the weather kopt bolh bauk, and the nozt morn- 
ing, Stark, at the head of his New Hampshire men, marched out to 
meet the enemy. The address of Stark lo his men is worthy of being 
remembered. "There theynro;" said lie, pointing to the British; 
" there tbey are ! We must beat them, my boys, or MoUy Stork will 
be a widow this night !" 

The osfault was vigoraoa, and aRcr a dctperate fight of about 
houiti the intrenchmenta were carried, Baum was killed, and 
Qermans were mostly slain or token [irisonera, and the Indians 
Canadians fled to the woods. Hardly, however, wa« Ihc rial 
gained, when Brejman and his Teinfon.'cments ajipcared, and 
fight was renewed, Selh Warner and his brave [toys luittng fc 
nately appeared at the same moment on the other side. The bat 
Luted till dark, and then Breyman Bod. leaving his btg^a^ 
artillery behind him. llie British lust about GUO, the gmt 
Iwwew being taJten prisoner*, bcudes 1,01)0 stand of arm 
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piece* of artillery. The American law wiu merely fbmteen killed 
tnd forty-tn-o wounded. 

This de&'Bt was the Inmiiig point in tlie career of the Britidi; 
the tidinga dispiril«d and emborruaed them, and I'or tlie first time 
•liuwed thuir grosii pLui of dividing the northcru from the southern 
provinces to be doubtful. The effect od the Americ^uia was still 
greater i hope and confidence woko anew, and the worthy Schuyler 
might soon have i^gainod his (character, hod not Gates appeared a 
few days ofterwurds to ossnino the command. Schuyler, however, 
like a true patriot, who is able to sink self-interest in Ihc well-bGia^ 
of his couiitiy, removed merely to Albany, where ha continued to 
render every poBsible assistoucc to the carrying on of the campaign, 
Oatea wu obo tnunediately joined by Daniel Morgan and his rifle- 
niBD, and by a New Hampshire rvgiment. 

The tide had now completely turned. Not only bod Stork's 
victury mnved the hopes of the Americans, hut the crueltiee and 
treacherin of Burgoync's Indian allies bod roused the popular indig- 
oBtion. and tha tragical fate of a young woman, white it called forth 
uniTeraal BjmpatLj, completed the measure of hatred which was 
giTeo to the British. Jenny M'Creo, a young lady of Fort Edward. 
the daughter of a loyalist family, and betrothed to a loyalist offic«r, 
waa mnrdered in the woods by the Indian guard whom her lover 
had appointed to conduct her to a pbce of safety, and whose fidelity 
ha bslicfcd aeeored by a promised reward. Un the rood, however, 
it appeond that the ladiaos quarrelled respecting this reward, and 
ir girl was mnrdered in the dispute, her bloody scalp with its 
■ being the Indian signal to the lover of the cruel fate of 
Lch was Burgoyne's version of this tragedy ; but 
a tba daughter, the whole family was murdered, they being 
Mniud off to the woods, murdered and scalped in a most barbarous 
Buaiwr. Thrae cruel individual instances, which every man and 
wotBBn would taka home to themselves, roused the whole northern 
provincea. The death of Jenny M'Crca sent ont hundreds of 
voluatecrs. 

The ladiao*, also, now began to desert the camp of the British in 
great numbers ) and Arnold, on his way to the relief of Fort iichuyler, 
haTiag spread crerywhere esaggeraled oocounta of hia numbers. 
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St. heger fled from hia newly-ncijuircil possfssian, leaving hi* t 
■tandiug and his storte and bogguge bthiud him. 

The Aiueiicau iirmj now amomiti^ lo upvrordB of 6,000, and 
OuUa leit Uia cuup on die Ishuida, and took np his poution on 
BehmuB Heights at Stillwater, on the west bank of the Hudaoii, 
doae to the river. With great labour and dilEcultj Bui-goyne had 
brought down from the deput on Lake St. George tliirt<; dajg' pro- 
visions for his troops, and now, therefore, he crossed tlie IIud«un bj 
ft briil^ of boats, and encamped ua tho Hth of Seplembcr at 
Saratoga, On the Itlth, skimiiishing begun between the advanced 
parties ; reinforcements were sent in by the two armies as the tor- 
tunes of the combat seemed to varj, till at Length the battle became 
genend. The fighting continued furionslf ood without intcruussiou, 
till night at length mode it imposaiblo to distinguish friend bata 
foG. Victory hod changed sides many times during the Bght ; bnt 
tho Britisb retired, and kit the Americans nutsters of the field. 
Both claimed the victor;, but tho lou of the British was tho 

Two days before the battle of StUlwat«', a c«nuderable advantage 
had also been gained by a party of Lincoln's militia, who lurprisod 
the posts at the outlet of Lake George, took a coosiderablB nomber 
of prisoners and armed veaacls; after which, in concert with another 
party, they advanced to Ticonderoga. Burgojne's position that 
become perilous and difficult in the extreme. His provisions and 
forage were diminishing | his allies were daily dcaerting ; and if h« 
retreated, the Americans, flushed with what was vaunted as a groat-.g 
victory, were in hut rear. In tlie midst of this al 
maincd, which was communicated by a Iftlcr in cyplHi 
would be »ent by Clinton firom New York to make a div 
Hudson, and thns the alunning position of Burgoync br tvlii^ed. 
present time must, however, be cared for. Tho two caropa i 
within a short distance of each other, and slcirmiahcs wcr« of <1 
oocurrenoe ; and at length, on October Ttb, a battle took jilac* — tin 
thmous battle of Saratoga. Klurguii and his riUemcn dislluguishcd 
thmnselvea early in the combat. "Gat4a,"say* llildrolh, "did not 
appear on tho flvld ; but Arnold, though without any regular com- 
matul, took, oa usual, a leading port Ue seemed under the impnlM 








of Mme eitroordiDary eicitemeDt, riding at full speed, iutiiiig orden 
and cheenn^ on the toca." The battle was fought with tlic ntmoit 
bnver; on botb »idc«, until night again pat an end to the Sghting. 
The Amciieaiu alept on their arms, intending to renew the combat 
with the morning ; their advantitgca w> far were decisive. Of the 
Briliih, 400 men were IdUed, woonded, or taken prisoners ; tents, 
ammunition and artillerj, fell into tho Imnda of the Americnna. 
N«tt morning the British commander was found to have quietly 
retired daring the night, and to be drawn up in order of battle on 
•ome high groand near. 

Gates was too worf to venture another battle with the enemj' 
poated to lo much advantage, and made preparations, therefore, for 
ncludng him aa he Uy, which Burgoyno perceiving, prepBn.-d for 
retreat. In the meantime ikirmlshing went on ; General Lincoln 
wa* •everelj wounded on tho American side, and Guneral Fmscr, a 
British (Acer of high rank, wns killed, and buried on the hill which 
b«an hii naste^ The Borone&s do Reidesel, who, with her jonag 
chiJdnui. followed the camp, and whose quarters were turned into a 
uf hovpital for the wounded officers, biis left a pathetic account 
'tiie horron of that daj, and the retreat which followed.* 
Sorgoyne foil back upon Saratoga, abandoning hi* liok and wounded 
dreiMihing rain ; the bridges were broken down, the riven were 
•WoUmi, asd though the distance waa but six milea, this retreat 
cmiMmcd the whole day. Uis situation was now lanentabk in the 
cstrenw. He heard nothing from New York of tho expected aid ; 
he waa in the midst of a hostile country hemmed in by on enemy 
wliOM force*, now amounting lo 12,000 men, were daily incn-asing, 
irtiile hia had melted away to leas than ooe-half of that number, nor 
these be depended upon. Ula boats laden with pro- 
a taken, and there remaned now but a three daya' 
ily. In this terrible and unlooked-for emergency, a council of 
called, to which every officer wos summoned, and a trcntj- 
ea^tnlatioD waa agreed upon. 

Gate domanded unconditional mrrender, but Bnrgoync would not 
it to this. And it being feared that the long-expcoted diversion 
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from New Tork should be made, and thna change ngain the fortoDM 
of the daj, Qates did not hesitate long as to terms. Oa tiio 2Tth of 
October, Bnrgoyno Burrendered his armj aa prisoners of war, it 
b^K *g^^ that on kfing doim (heir arms they should be con- 
ducted to Boston, thence to embark for England under conditioD of 
Dot iKpdii scrTiDg against the United States. The prisoners included 
in thiB capitolatiaa amoonted to &fi4'l, the previous losses beinf 
upwards of 4,000. There Mi also into the hands of the Americaju 
tbirly-flTe brass fietd-pieces and S.OOO mnskcts, besides baggage 
cunp equipage. The coloarn of the Geraiao regiments were pt«*i 
MTved bj being cut from their ataves, rolled up, and stowed away 
the baggage of Madame Reide«eL 

The British troops thus subjected to humiliatioD were, however, 
treated with great delicacy by the Americans; their officer^ and 
Burgoyne io particular, reccirittg many kind attentions. Burgoyne 
wu entertained with distinguished hospitality by General Schuylefi 
although his country-house and much of bis property had been 
deittroyed by order of the Briliih commander. 

Ab soon OS tho aurrender of Bnrgoyne was known, the British 
garrison at Tieouderoga destroyed the works and retired to Canodft. 
Clinton, with Tryon and his Tory forces, on the same intelligence, 
dismantled the forts on the Hudson, and having burnt every houM 
within their reach, and done all (lie damage in their power, retunud 
to New York. Thus ended an enterprise from which the British had] 
hoped and the Americans feared bo much, and itc results were 
highest degree advantogeaus to the cause of the republicans. 
enemy was not only weakened and humiliated, a large and n 
supply of arms and stores obtained, but the Americans rose 
in tho estimation of foreign nations, who watched the contest witb 
anxious and eager attention. 

The joy of the Americans, especially Uiose of the Northern State*. 
wM almost beyond bounds, and, as might be expected, the militMj 
repntodon of Gates stood very high— nay, even for the time, ontshon* 
that of Washington, whose loss of Philadelphia, of which wo han 
to (peak, wu p1noi>d nnfiivnurably be«de the «uiTendeT of t 
British army. The good General Schuyler, who had bacn 
ipcneded by the prospermis Gates, wu acquitted with th« hi^bort 
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lionour itfUr Btrict iurestigation of hk military condact. He recig&eit 
bit coromiinoa in the armj, bal stilL CDntlnued to serve his conntrv 
no lest xvaloDslj as a member of coo^resa. 

We must now return to WiistuDg'ton at PliilodclphiB, whom we 
left in ansiuus uiiccrtaiiitj- u to the ialentioiu of the British gdicra!, 
whether he would march upua Philudi^lphia according to former 
plans, or soi/e upon the passes of the Hadsoii, nad cnriyiag up his 
Itrge forces to the north, co-oporate with Bargoyne in that quarter. 
In order, kowercr, to be prepared far either of these movctmnls, a 
large camp was formed under General Arnold oa the western bank 
«f the Delaware; tmd towards tho end of Maj, Washington, with 
■boat 8,000 men, moved to Middlebrook, ten. miles from Princclowo, 
rhere ho might hato a better opportonitj of watching and inter- 
liiig the moremGiiU of the enemy. 
Howe, whoae real iatentioa was to bring on a geaeral engagement 
WashiogtiHi, io which cose he calculated on certain Tictory, 
:hed out from New Brunswick, whero ho had concentrated hia 
If, sfter leaving his winter quortors at New York. Finding, 
i-'%BweTCi, the postlion of Wasliington too strong, he fell back to 
Ambgj, threw s bridge across to Staten Island, and scat over Ms 
heary ba^gogo and some of hia IroopB. Wosliiagton, deceived by 
this mantEavre, ordered his troopB out in pursuit, and hims^U' moved 
to Qnibblcton. This was wliat Howa Lad in view, and now 
nddenly taming round, he atlcmptcd to gain the strong ground 
which the American commander hod lcft[ but Washinglon, per- 
drift of the enemy, made a hasty retreat to hia old 
ilixm, not, however, without some loss both of men and artiUcry. 
ig his plans unsncceMfd, Howe llnully on tho 30th of Juno 
witlbdraw with all his troopfi to Staten Island, leaving Washington 
in BodistBrbcd possession of New Jersey. 

Apun Washington knew not the intentions of the British either 
by kad or water. A fleet of tmnaports, ho knew, was Stiing out in 
K«W York harbour, bnt its destination was unknown. At length, 
«n til* 23rd of July, the fleet, under command of Admiral Howe, set 
■3 Borthwvrd with troops to the amount of 18,000 on board, and 
WMhiagtoD, nupccting that its operations would be in that quarter, 
mnelwl al«> iu tho nme direction. By the end of July, howevar, 



I 

I 



HisToaT 



D STATES, 




it wu heard of u Kpproaahing Capo Maj, and Wuahing^ton ttm 
returned to the Delaware. After still continued nnccrtmntj its to 
its object, tlie fleet at length suled up the Chesapeake, and ou the 
SSth of Augtiat the troopa loaded near the head of Elk llivcr in 
Maryland, fifty miles aouth-wcat of Philadelphia. While th« 
nnascerbuned Intentioiu of the British left Washingtoa unemployed. 
Other minor objecis engaged bis attention. An ex.pedttioa was made 
agaiuat the loyalists of Staten Island, who were a great annojoace 
to the inhabitants of New Ji^rsej, against whom they toodo armed 
incursions, plunderiog theii dwellings and drivtog off iheir cattle. 
The QOD-combatant Quakers also of Peonsjlvoiiia and New Jersey 
became a causo of anxiety, and were subjected to puniahmeut. It 
happened that the papers and advices of the two several yearly 
meetings of this body came in possession of the leaders of the ezpedi- 
tioa against Staten Island. Thesu being examined by the Uomicil 
ot Philadelphia, were found to contain matter of a trouoiiAbla 
charocter, and eleven wcalUiy and leading Quakers of Pliiladolphia, 
among whom was the (athur of the president of the council, warn 
arrested. So great indeed was the suspicion excited by the Qoaker 
loyalty, that it waa deemed necessary not only to send thcao eleven 
but TuiouB other leading men, John Pean, the kte governor, and 
Beujamin Chad, the late chief justice, being of the number, prisoner* 
to Frcdricksborg in Virginia. So olanniiig indeed was (his detected 
treason considered to be, that oongreas recommcndtd every state to 
arrest a!t pcrsonB, Qoakcrs or others, who had in any way oTinoed a 
disposition inimical to the cause of America, also to scizn the papen 
of the Quaker yearly meetings, and tranimit Lbo political portion of 
their coutoBts to cosgreas. 

IIowc, on Innding in Maryland, pnbUahed as usual his offer of 
pardon to all who would submit at once bo tho British sway, and 
seourity to such as remained peaceably at homej after wliieli ho 
eommenoed bis march towards Philadi'lphia. Washington awoitad 
his approach at Wilmington, under circumstonccfi, ei 
remarlu, mneh less favourable than those which euabloil the uoi 
army to sucecMfuUy to repel the eontcmporanpous advauc* of 
goyna. There was no New Fjigland here to pour in 
bold forw* of New Uompehirti and the young Vermnut to oome 
• UiUrath. 
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^^^Blfke a mountain torrenti Pcnnsjlvaiiia was impelled by no ^neral 
^^V SmI «tlher of paCriotistn or liberty ; tbo greater port of the Quakers, 
^^* ft wenllhy ood iuflmcntinl body, wore, if not strongly tinged by 
Bridab loyally, at all evcnta neutral. The militia of Peiinsylvaniii, 
even at ibis moment, vrbcn the enemy waa ndvanciu^ on the capital, 
■mounted barely to 3,0UO. Washington's force was greatly inferior 
to (hat of the enemy, not much exceeding 11,000 men. The militia 
of Maryland and Vii^inia, it is true, had been called out to hia aid, 
bat as yet hod not arrived. NeTcrtbelesa, he now resolTed upon a 

■feanle, nnd after considerable manaeovring and skirmishing, on 
B>pt. lOth he croaaed the Brandywine River, a shallow strcaui, on 
lb) opposite lido of which the enemy was encamped, and awaited the 
•rent of the next day. 

Early on the morning of the llth, the British force crossed the 
Brandywiiw in two columnB. The Hcwians, under General Knip- 
ta, bnTin^ commenced a epirited attack, the intention being to 
I' fc wii T« th» Americani by the idea that no other attack was inti^nded, 
t Lord Comwollis, with a still larger force, haTtng made a 
[larch, crossed the Brandywine at another point, with the 
v of falling on the American rear. Aware of this movement 
t iy too lale, and confused by contmdicliMy Btatcments, General 
■"BilliTan. who bad been despatched by Waahingtou to inlcraupt it, 
was aoon driven back and the fortunes of the day terminated wholly 
in bvntir of the British. The Americana retreated during tlic night, 
and tlus next day reached Philadelphia, their loss in the battle being 
*bcFT« IfiDO in killed, wounded and prisoners, while [he loss of the 
Britkh waa not above half that numlier. Among the officers wLu 
aaflEndanddiatingaiaiied themselves on the Americanside weretlirco 
fanigncn — La Fayette who wos wounded in llie leg while attempting 
to rally the retreating troop* ; the Boron SL Ovary was taken prisoucr ; 
•Bd Connt FuUski, a Pole, who had entered the otmy aa a Tolauieer, 
displayed so ronch conmge and conduct that ho was rewarded by 
MngniM a (uw days afterwords with the rank of brigadicr-genenl 
nd cotunand of th« hone. 

ThrB day after the battle, a party of the enemy entered Wilmington 
mi took prtMoer the governor of Delaware, and seized beside a cou- 
ddnublG onioilDt of property, both public and private. 
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AfltT a few days' rest, WosluDgloD resolved to hazard nnother 
batllf, and occordingly, on the 16th, re-crossed the Schuylkill, and 
marched against the British at Goshen, twenty miles from Philadel- 
phia ; but Tiolcnt rain coming- on after the action had comoiencFd 
and the powder in the defective oartridgc-boxra of the Americana 
becoming wet and iinht for use, ho \raa obliged to recall his men 
and retire. In another inatsiicc also, were they UDfurtuoate on 
the same day. Waabington had left Colonel Wayae, with a detach- 
ment of 1,000 men, concealed in a wood to annoy the rear of the 
British, tidings of whom beiog carried to the British commander by 
gome of the numerous disaffected in the neighbourhood, they were 
sarpriscd by a stroug dctachmeot sent out for that purpoK, and 
compelled to fly with the loss of .^00 men; the British lost bat 

On the 22nd, Howe crossed the Schuylkill, lower down Ihia 
WasUiaglon bad dene, and thns, to the inHnite annoyance of the 
American commander, placed himself between him and Philadelphia. 
Nothing, says Hildretb, could now save the city but a battle and 
victory. Washington's troops, inferior in nnmbcr, had been fsligu^ . 
and harassed by their recent marches. TUey were sadly deficient ift J 
■hoes and clothing ; their arms were bod ; while tho irregular lappliMfl 
consequent on recent changes la (he commissary deportment, and th* ] 
increasing financial embarrassments of oongresa, hod sumeLimea even 
deprived thorn of food. Under these circumstances it seemed almost 
too baiordoDB to risk a battle. The necessity of abandoning Plula- 
dalphia had already been foreseen | the hospitals, magacines and 
publio stores had been removed ; congrea bad adjourBod to Idw- 
eastcr, having first invested Washington with the same nnlimited 
powers wbich had been given to htn> un a former occasion. Wash- 
ington entrusted to the young Hamilton, one of his aides-de-osmp, 
tho important office of obtaining a supply of shurs, blankets, and 
clothing far his army from Philadelphia, before the city passud into 
the hands of the enemy, which was accordingly done. 

On the 2fith of September, Howe entered Philadelphia, where h» 
was ivocTtTed with a worm welcome by many ; Duohc, the lata 
chaplain of congress, writing to Washington and advising Um 
" to give Dp the ungodly cause in which bo was cDgagcd." Fmif 




•o quartprud in llie cil; 
n miles distont- 

; pasacil down the Schuylkill, and 
mpod with hia army at Shippm-k Cruek, eleven mill's from 
Oermantown, where he was al length joined by the MHiylond 
wiiliiin , though diminished to balf ita promiued amount by desertion. 
Hnring learnt that a part of the British arm; had been scot to the 
DFlaitare, Washington resolved gn attacking the remainder at Ger- 
manlown, and occording^Iy, on the evening of the 3rd of October, act 
out for that purpose, and succeeded in surprising tha British early 
the nest morning. For sotne time everything went nell for the 
Americana, when a heavy fog coming on, and the British availing 
^ftmuclvee of tho cover of a stone hou»o, the fortune of the day 
The darknesa was such that friend could not bo distin- 
dihcd fnm (be ; the Americans fell iuto confusion i the ammunition 
9 expended, and others, seized with a panic, fled. 
That which had promistnl to be a victory was changed iulo defeat. 
Th« Amcricaa losi was about l.OCM), 400 of whom were tukon 
pmoiwra; among the killed was General Na«h, of North Caroliim. 
The British lost about half that number. 

Washington retired about twenty miles inland, where he received 
IBnforcemcnts irom tho north with the welcome news of Bur- 
I ■urtcndcr, and additional militia from Maryland and 
1, after which he returned to his old qnarters at Shippack 
ueek. Ho^e al°o removed from Germontown to Philadelphia, 
loatcad of pursuing Washlugton, shortness of proviaioos rendered it 
neotsBarj for Hone to open the navigation of tho Delaware, the 
uid of which was held by Porta Mifflin and Mercer, still in the 
a of the Americans, and which prevented any communication 
ccn tho British arm; and their ftc.'t then lying in Delaware Bay. 
mcosuro indeed was alnolutcly neccatary, as but little iiub- 
loe Muld be obtained from the adjaocnt country, for although 
]. defection prevailed throughout Pennsylvania, ntill tha 
« of the American army formed a great check ; and the late 
edict of eon|T«w, which Washington was there to enforce, and which 
nmdnvd liable to the punbhtnent <if death any person daring to 
affiird oappliea to the British, rendered help from the country 
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impouible. " The Britisli connuuidcr,'' said Dr, Friuiklin, wittQ;, 
" now discovered tbttt instead of taking Fbilodclphia, Fhiladetphia 
had taken hin^." 

Forts MifBin and Mercer were therefore attacked an Lbe 22Bd of 
October. J'^orr Mercer, which was garTisoned by Homewhut lesa than 
500 men, nndcr the quoker commander Nathaniel Greene, wa* 
aaieilcd hy General Connt Donop, at the head of 2,000 Hessian 
grenadiers, who, after having sacceedcd in taking the outworks were 
repulsed with great loss, Donop himself being mortally wounded. 
The attack on Fort Mifflin, which was made hy shipping, wa« at 
ftnt equally nnsuccessful, two of the enemy's ships being destroyed 
in the attempt. Evciy effort was now made to strengthen (he 
defences of both forts, but in proportion as the efforts on tho one 
band increaeed, so did those on ihe other ; and Anally, afler the 
utmost bniTery had been displayed, Fort Mifflin, wliicli was almoat 
battered to piece* by the fire of tbe enemy, was abandoned in the 
night by its garrison who withdrew to Fort Mercer, which was also 
evacnated on the 16th of November, before the accumolaled foi'cc of 
the British. With tho losi of theeo forts, the American shipping 
was reduced to great danger. Borne few, under the cover of night, 
succeeded in ascending the river above Philadelphia ) and seTentcen 
were burnt by their crews that they might not hill inio the hands of 
the enemy. The navigation of the Delaware was now opened and 
the British commander could freely communicate with tho llect. 

Soon after these events, WashiogtoD, wishing to confine the enemy 
within as cloee qnartera as possible, established his winter quarter* 
at Valley Forge, a high and strong position on the south side of the 
Schuylkill, and about twenty miles from Philadelphia. Contrtij to 
tho wibhcs of some of his more ardent ofGccrs, Washington reftaacd to 
attack Philadelphia, nor would ho bo drawn out to batlJe by any of 
tho TC|>caled attempts which Uowo mode for that purpose. A MMon 
of aorrow and of Lard trial woa at liaod for WashingtoD. Aa wa 
have said, tho brilliant success of Gates in the north had oclipaed the 
leputnlion of the comnuuidcr-in-chicf, and a plot was fanned at thi* 
lupplant him by his more snecenful rival. But patkoeo aa 
w«ll as achievement i* the virtue of herDca ; and Waahingtui, emla 
in the midst of enemies, abated not one jot of patriotic endcatoor. 




nor allowed hinuelf to be turned either by friend or foe from the 
path which, though yet dork, he knen to be that of duty ; and ere 
long eTcnti juHtificil him before the world. 

A gloomy winter was at hand. We will give HUdrolh's pietnre 

of the itate of the camp at Volley Forge. " Such was the destitution 

of aboca, that all the late marches had beca tracked in hlood, on ciil 

which WashiogtOD had cndcaTourcd to mitigate bj offering a pro- 

minm for the beet pattern of a ahoo made of nntanncd hides. For 

want of bknkets, many of the men were obliged to sit up all ni^t 

bctbrc the camp fires. More than a quarter of the troops were 

Rportcd unfit for duty, because they were "barefoot and otherwise 

iuk«4l.' Even proviaions failed : and ou more tlian one occa-sion 

. there wBi famine in the camp.* Diseases ensuad as a matter of 

1 the Iemporar7 boildings used as hospital were crowded and 

Imfit for the purpose. Great numbers died from ho^itol fever alone. 

iTlicrc WM no change of linen ; nor were oven medicines to be 

K obtained. The hospitals, it is said, resembled rather receptacles fur 

l tile dying than places of refuge for the sick." 

Buch was the American camp at Volley Forge. 

Other national events besides those of war took pbce in the past 

JMT, to which we must now for a moment revert, and which wc will 

give in the condenjied form of Mardua Willsom 

" After the colonics had thrown off their alleginnco to the British 
CTVWD, uid had established scpumte governments in the slates, there 
•row the ftarther necessity for some common bond of miioa which 
ahonld better enable them to act in concert as one nation. In the 
mmnier of 1775, Benjamin Franklin hod proposed to the Amerimn 
congrca articles of confederation and union among the colonies ; bnt 
the majority in congress not bdng prepared for so decisive a step, 
th» tolfjocl was for the time dropped, but was rceutoed again shortly 
before the dcclaratiun of independence in the following year. 

" On the 1 1 th of Jane, congress appointed a. committee to prepare 
a plan of confederation. And the plan, reported by the committee in 
th* following Jnly, was, after various changes, finally adopted by 
n the Uth of November, 1777. Variona canaea, the prio- 




dpal of which waa m diflaaaM td opbuon ntpaeiiag the di^onHon 
of the TKont w w twn luda, prarcnted the immedut* ratiflcation of 
the«e utielee by all the itktWi but «t langfh tiuMS etatea which 
claimed the weatem landa having oeded tfacm to the Uaioo for the 
eommoQ boicdU of the whobi the articlaa of eaafedwation were 
ratified by Haiylaad, the lart nmaining' atate, on the lit of Hardi, 
1781, at whidL time tfaej beeame the oonatitalion ef the oosntij. 

" The oontedeiatioa, howevn, amoimtad to little more Oua a mere 
league of frieaddtip between the (tatea; for althon^ it i&nated 
oongT«M with astmj at the fomtn of lomcigB^, it waa dafectiTe a* 
a permanent goremment, owing to the want of mcaaa to enfinoa ita 
dacreee. Whilethe atatee wereboimid togeOMr ^aantaeof oommmi 
danger, the evfl* of the plan ware little notieed i bat after tbt sloee 
of the war thej beoanw ao prominRit aa to make a Teriaton of the 
aj-atem necesNuy." 
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CHAPTER VII. 
BBTOLimONARr WAK (eontiau*d), 1778. 

T na now seo tha effect of the war bo fcr, both in the mother- 

intrj DQd America. The eurrcndcr of Burgoyne's army caused u 
Engknd, and efforts were immediately made in 
of the large Scotch and EDglish towns to send out troaiw to 
■Spply tha Um«; in Loodon also, where the progcem of the war hod 
TBiBcd on ftnti-Amerioon spirit, £20.000 was raised by subscription 
for that pnrpotc. On the other hand, Babscriptiona were also raised 
to raliera th« American prisoneis, who, from the cnpidity and henrt- 
leBseM of tboae in wfaoso hands they were phxcod, were sofibring 
(him tha want of the very necessaries of life. 

Wh«n parliament met in January of this year, the American war 
*■• (be Srat and most important topia of diaeus«ion, and Burke and 
the Duke uf Richmond, Lord Norih, and the whole of the Rocking- 
ham party, entered more or less into the odTocacy of the colonies. 
As to the war itself, the loss of tife it had occasioned, the enormoos 
expcDBO* which it hod entailed, and the hopelessness of its results, 
formed a stroog argument in Iho mouths of all Tcasonablo men. 
StilJ the wBT-pnrly was strong, and Burgoyno eould neither obtain 
an audience from the king nor get a hearing in parliament. To 
increaaa the inTctoracy of feeling also, congress appeared ready tu 
vrade the terms of the convention of Saratoga. On some plea of 
suspicion regarding the intentions of the British ofBecrs who objected 
to the Imop* cmfaarkiDg at Boston, and hud ordered the transports 
for their cnnieyancc to Rhode Island instead, they were detained in 
the cmintry as prisoaers of war. 

NrrartheleM, phuu of conciliation were proposed, fur which par- 
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jKne tno bills were introduced into the lioase; the one i*pnnuncing 
all intention of levying taxes ia Amcrico — conceding, in ofl'ect, the 
whole Bobjcct of dispute ! the other authorising tho flppoiutmcnt of 
three commissioners, who in coujuuction with the naval nod mili- 
t«y commandera, should be empowered to treat for the re-establish- 
nicnt of the royal authority. " Great Britain," in fact, as the 
Amencan historian justly saya, "had reason to be weary of a war 
which hod cost her already more tlian 20,000 men and live miUioiu 
sterling in expenditure. Five hundred and fifty Uritiah ictsels, 
Itesides those which had been recaptured, had been taken by the 
American croisers. These cruisers so infested even the British scu, 
llMt convoys had become ncoesiary from one British i>ort to another. 
To this must be added the loss of the American trade, a large maaa 
of American debts held in suspense by the war, the esilo of the 
AmericDD loyalists, and the confiscation of their pTopertj". The 
British West Indies suffered for wnnt of their accustomed siippliea 
of provisions and timber from the North .American colonies ; and the 
British merchant compkined llxat the slave-trade was reduced by the 
war to one-fiflb of its former amount. And to all these was. now 
added the fear of French intervention and French war." 

An address also was moved to his majesty, which spoke freely ths i 
scniimenlsof this party, exprtvaing " strong indignation at the caB-| 
duct of his ministers, who bad brought about the present unhappy 
stale of his dominions, who had abused his confidence, and by thor 
nnfortnnate eounsels dismembered liia empire, disgraced his nmu, 
and weakened his naval power ; whilst, by delaying to re«oneilc tha 
difference whicli they had excited amongst his people, they 
token no means of coautt-nketing a latal alliancD with tho oncit 
rival of Great Britain." 

It wns in the great debate which followed on this plain -sjwakii 
addrccs that Earl Chatham, when protesting TehemEoIiy against 
meosnrcs which might tend to the dismemberment of ilie pmpl 
wua seited with that fninling-flt in the midst of the Loi'ds which 
the prelude of his death eleven duya afterwards. 

In vain was tlio rloijuenco of the l>ukp of Richmond and o 
membt-rs of the opposition — the motion for the address was 1 
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protest, signed by twenty peers, was entered ; " because," snid thoy, 
•■ we tkink that the rvjocdon of the address nt this time mny appear 
to indicate in ihia houai' a dcaire of continuing that plan of ignorance, 
conct-aimeDt, deceit and delusion, by which the aovorcign and liis 
people have already been brought ialo bo many and 8o great colaini' 
ties) and becauBe we bold it ubsoiutely necosaary that both sove- 
reign and people should be undeceived, and that they should dis- 
Liuctly and authentically be made acquaiuted with the itate of their 
aSoira, which it faithfully represented in this proposed address." 

The AmericanB had still greater reason even than the British ta 
deplore the war, from which dieir sutterings were so great in every 
way. The Nowfouudloud fisheries and the trade to the West Indies, 
both so vitally imporbuit to the New England colonies, were at an 
end. Nine hundred vessels had fiiUen into the hands of the enemy. 
The coAiting trade hod been dealroyi-'d, and Boston and the other 
New England sea-ports, cut off from their usual supphes, experienced 
grtal scarcity of food, cnhanctd by internal embargoes which now 
began tA be laid on by the diSereat states. Add to which, great public 
debts rapidly accuntolating, and a constantly depreciating currency. 
The war had been carried on at great crpcnsc ; the frequent draughts 
of militi*, beaidca the intemption to agriculture, had proved a most 
coatly and wasteful expedient. Besides aU this, there had been 
greet want of tystem and accountability in every department ; and 
pccnlatinn,aca>tomary incident of all ward, hod not foiled to improve 
M> connmicBt on opportunity. Already the liahihties contracted by 
coBgttm UBOimtcd to upwards of eight miUiona sterling ) nor indeed 
wa> this tliB whole onionnt ; the private debt of HuMuhuaetts alone 
■tWMUiI«d to about one million, besides her abare of the general habi- 
Utba. The Iom of life loo, hod been cnormoaa ; vaat qnantitiea liitd 
ditd of Mckneas, of luflering from insufficiency of food and ncedfnl 
eentorta and clothing. A sadder or more disastiona war conld 
iMUdly have beeD conceived. 

Xrrertheltaa, apite of all these m looked for cahunitjea and this 

onimagitHd expenditure, the war-spirit at the commencement of 

1T7S waa tkr more extensively spread than had ever before been the 

eMNL Tba Teiy cohunitics of the war, which hod now entered, as it 
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were, into ever; individuul home, had estnmged the natJonal hesrf^ 
from the mother-coon try. Any conciUfttion, aiiy teraunation of the 
struggle, shott of entire Beporation from England, would not be 
listened lo. BeeideB, when the Americana lookfd at the position of 
affiira after a three gears' war, spite of all their losses and saSeriug^, 
ih^ saw no canac for despair — as indeed, ihcre wai Done. The 
Britiab after all, retained puases&ion but of Long Island and Etaten 
Island, of the insular cities of Newport in Rhode Island and 
New York, and of Philadelphia on the mainland. As j-et they had 
no interior hold on the country, and though a strong loyalist party 
existed in various states, and loyaliat Iroopa had Iwen raised in Penn- 
sylvania, New YotJc and among the Catholics of Maryland, Btill the 
whole number did not amount to above 3, GOO men, and their influence 
(ended rather to increase the btttemcss of hatred against SritnJn, 
who hud thus caascd elvil war in the land, than in reality lo weaken 
or endanger their cause. 

While the British parliament was debating the subject of concilia- 
tion, the colonies were preparing to carry on the war with rvne««d 
vigDor. The cabal against Washington had ended in the disgrace of 
its originators, and that great man now stood higher than hu bad 
hitherto done in the regard and conlidencc oF the nation. Advan- 
tageoos chaogea were mode in all the war deportments, in a(Tj>rdanM 
with Washington's wishce, and lo llie displscement of his enemies. 
Nathaniel Greene, a favourite officer of Washington's, was ajipinnlMl 
quarter-master-general ; Colonel Jeremiah M'adswortb accepted the 
office of commissary-general, in the place of Mifflin, one of the i 
while Ocncral Conway, its head, and a man of weak character, 1 
displaced as army inspector by Daron Steul«n, a PrusHian o 
who bad lately oETered liis servicea to congress, and who wnhi 
duced a complete system of cxcrcitc and tactics into the Amei| 
army. By the new organisation the colonial force wna 
amounted to 60,000 men, but not being fully carried out I 
only half that number i no troops were demanded from Ucurpa ■ 
South Carolina, in conaoqncnce of their great slave population, 
independent oorp* were also raised ; the one nndcr Pnloaki, lbs I 
the other nndcr Annand, a Fnnch officeri a third eutircly oompc 
of cavaliy, wu raiwd by Henry Lee, of Virginia, alrcody diotfa- 
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guii^ied in tlie war. The fortiflcrations of tlio HighlandH were 
Tj^raluilj prosecDtcd imder Ihe direction of Kosciusko. 

Again larg« heaes ot papcr-monej wuru made, which, cauiiiog sdll 
further depreciation, led to the greatest perplexitj and embarrass' 
menu The reduced pa; of the oSicerB, ioaufficient for their sLmpIent 
nccda, most have compelled many ablo and long-tried officers To 
throw up their conunissions, had not Washington induced congrc^ 
t« promise half-pay for seven years to all officers who served to ihe 
end of the war, and a gratuity lo the common aoldicrs. 

About tlio middk of April, at the very moment when all woa in 
active operation to carrj' on tlie war with renewed vigour, the first 
tiJingB of Uu! conciliatory bills reached New York, and ex-jfovcrnoi- 
TrjruD and the Tory party used their utmo«t endeavoura to dtfiufc 
them thronghont the colonics. To counteract the influence of these 
nMoanrta, oongren ordered them to be immediately puhllKhed in 
ev^rj aewapapcT of the States, accompanied by the printed resolu- 
tions of their body on the subject. "There was a time," said 
Governor Tamboil. " when this step from our acknowbjdged parent 
woold have bcon accepted with joy and gratitude, but that time ia 
imroMbly put. No peace oan be concluded now with Great Britain 
on an; other term* than the most absolute, perfect independence, 
XoTertbclcH,' eondoded he, "the union by a lasting and honourable 
peace ia the ardent wiah of every American. The British nation 
will ihun find us as afTcctionale and valuable friends us we now uru 
dctvrtninrd and fatal enemies, and will derive from that friendship 
more loUd and real advantage than the most sanguine can expect 
from conqoi'st." 

On the Tlai of April, congroas officially declared, that any man or 
bodjr of mea, who should prcfliune to moke any separate or [nirtial 
afRvment with the coouniwian under the cruwn of Great llrilaio, 
abottld be considered aa enemies of the United Slates ; that Ihe 
failed St*t«a would enter into no treaty with Great Britain uutil 
in flavta and arroica wore withdrawn, or the iudepeiidenc« of 
Aouriem sclmowledgcd. 

Scoitdy were tbcM rMolulions published, than, as if I« give them 
vbIiw with tJie public, Simon Deone arrived at Yorktown, where con- 
grrwt was then oitling, in a royal frigate fr^nn Paris, brioging with 
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him for ratification two troatim of aUianci? a: 

France and the United SUtt« ; the lost of which was si^cd the 30th 
of Janiuuy, and the former on the 6th of Fehraary. On the 4th of 
May, they were ratified by congrew, and tJie utmost joy and exulta- 
tion prcTaLled throoghont the United Stutea. There waa an end now 
to the hatred of France in America ; her independence was ocknow- 
l«ip?d by that nation, and congcces extolled "the extraordinury 
eqnily, generosity and unparalleled honour of the French moimrch." 

By the treaty of alliance it waa stipulated that in cose of war 
orcarring between Prance and England, the two partieH should aid 
eaeh other with eoiin»el and with arnia, and that neither should 
concladc troee nor pence with Great Britain withont consent of the 
This treaty being considered ef^uiralant to a declaration of 

IvlMtween Fnuice and Great Britain, the English ambassador waa 
d from Paris, and actiTc preparations for war were made by 

On May 8th, Sir William Howe having at hw own request resigned 
the command of the American army. Sir Henry Clinton arriTed at 
Philadelphia to take his place, and early in June the three com- 
missionera appointed under Lord North's Conciljaloty Bill — the 
Earl of Carlisle, William Eden, brother of the late gorcmor of Mary- 
land, afterwards Lord Auckland, and Governor JoKnaon — arriTed at 
the nme city a fi^w days before the British troops ctaeuatcd- The 
day alter their arrival, a passport being revised by Waahingtnn to 
Dr. Ferguson, the secretory of the commission, a letter was de«- 
patched by them, together with the Intc oel» of porliomctit and olhtr 
pnpera. directed to eongrtss. A suspen^on of hostilities waa pro- 
jioaed, and as the basin of a final ndjuslnient of the contest, an exten- 
sion of the privileges of trade hitherto allowed to thp coloiiirs wa« 
promised ; no military fbrce was to be kept op in any colony withont 
the consent of itsaswrnbly! the continental hill* of credit were to be 
taken up and nltimalely disoharged t the colonies ware to bo rehire- 
tented in parh'ament, and the British government in thn mti 
assemblies i — almost ever^-tliing was to be oonooded excepting 
Hlutowledgmmt of independence. 

Theee concessions came too late. Two years before they wonU 
bare been accepted with gnUtuia. They were now itjecled ) It 
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eonld not hare been otherwise. Congrces gave a very summary 
reply in the words of the resolotioa already stated, and firmly refused 
to treat in any way with Great Britain, unless she withdrew her 
troops or acknowledged the independence of the States. The com- 
missioners returned a long and argumentative reply, to which con- 
gress made no answer. 

In the meantime a French fleet, onder the command of Count 
IVEstaing, being despatched to America with the design of 
blockading the British fleet in the Delaware, and Philadelphia being 
no longer safe quarters for the British army, active preparations 
were made for its evacuation. On the 18th of June, accordingly, 
Sir H&iry Clinton marched out of Philadelphia with about 12,000 
men, while the baggage and a great amount of stores and a consider- 
able number of non-combatants were sent to New York by water, 
whither also the army was bound by land. Washington, already 
aware of this intended evacuation, broke up his camp at Valley Forge, 
and while with his main army, the number of which considerably 
exceeded that of the British, he cautiously followed the enemy, he 
despatched General Maxwell with a brigade to co-operate with the 
"Sew Jersey militia in harassing them, and throwing every possible 
impediment in their way, so that time might be given him to bring 
up his full force and to profit by any opportunity which ofiercd. The 
wish of the commander-in-chief was to bring on a general engage- 
ment, but in this wish he was overruled by a council of officers. 

llie progress of the British was very slow, and many were the 
difficulties which they encountered ; the weather was rainy and the 
beat intense, and they were encumbered with so enormous a quantity 
of baggage, that their line of march through the narrow roads of the 
eountry occupied twelve miles. The cause of this quantity of bag- 
gage, as far as provisions were concerned, was a matter of prudence 
with General Clinton, who knew that no subsistence was to be 
obtained for his troops in the hostile country through which they 
had to march. On the 2dth of June the two armies were so near 
each other, that Washington despatched General Lee, now but 
recently exchanged, with two brigades to press upon Clinton's left, 
and prevent him from occupying the strong position of the Nevisink 
Hilky near Middletown, which he was then approaching. On the 
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SBUi. Clinton encamped at Monmoath, now Freehold, twelve milefi 
from Middletown, and Lee. who was six milea in advance of Wash- 
ington, received orders from his commander to attack the enemy, 
hirnaclf promiBillg to bring np the main army to support it. 
Washington, accordingly advancing for this purpoBc, was astonished 
to meet Lee retnrcating; according lo his own account, having merely 
onlf-rcd his men to retreat for the pnrpose of gaining a more favour- 
able position. Washing^n, liowcver, incensed ot perceiving what 
appeared to him flight rather than any other movement, severely 
reprimanded the gciicral, and ordered the line of battle to be imme- 
diately formed, Thb was dooe ; the battle was renewed till the 
darkncM of night closed the combat. The Americana lay on their 
arms, fully determined to attack the British in the morning; bat 
availing themselves of the cover of night, the British retired with. 
profoond silence to the high grounds of Neviijink, which it had be«n 
Woahinnlou's object to prevent them gaining, and where ihey were 
now safe from attack. The number of killed Bn<l woundtd on bolli 
tiides has been very differently stated j but in both armies many died 
without n single wonnd, fitnn fatigue and the excessive hcnt of the 
weather, which on that day was unusually extreme ; fifty- 
BngUsh soldiers arc said to have died from lliis cause, t 
ofGcen of great nbilitr were killed also on both sides. 

.^8 regarded Generol Lee, the day after llie bnlllo he wrote 
angry letter to Waiihinglon, on the sutiject of the reprimand which 
he had received, and again, in answer to Washinglin's reply, wrote 
a second of a similar character. The consequence was the arrest of 
Lee, and bis trial by eourt-roartiol, on the charges of disobedicnee to 
orden, misbehaviour before the enemy, and disrespect to the 
oommaDdct^in-chief. Of a portion of these charges bo was fbond 
guDty, and suspended from command for twelve months. He, how- 
ever, never re-entered the American army, and died at Philadvlpliia 
shortly botorc the conclusion of the war. 

ImnmUately after the battle of Preebnid, Clinton pmcr«di)d froH, 
his [wsilion on Nevisink Hills to Sandy Honk, where, fortnnatfly fevj 
him, th« fleet of Lord Howe, which bad been detained in the D«1k> 
ware by contrary winds, bod arrived only the evening before. By 
Ifawc mouu ho WM enabled to rMch New York iu nofcty, tot^lj 
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micoiudaiiii of a new danger from which he waa ao opportondy 
lemored. 

A new enemy was now approaching the scene of action. Two 
days after the British fleet had sailed, news arrived that Count 
D'Estaing was off the Dekware, with a French fleet of twelye ships 
of the line and four frigates, with 11,000 French troops <m hoard. 
Had he heen only ei^t-and-fbrty hours earlier he might have met 
the British transports, heavily laden as they were, totally unocmsoioos 
of this new danger, and convoyed only hy two ships of the line, and 
their destnietion wonld have heeh inevitable; while the English 
army, maUa to proceed to New York, wonld have been enclosed by 
the Americans on ihe one hand, and on the other, cat off from 
supplies by the French fleet, and a second sonrender mnst have been 
the conseqiMnee. Two days made all the diflSerence. 

The arrival of the French fleet was, however, a cause of great 
exultation to the Americans. With it also came out M. Gerard, late 
secretary to the king*s councU, as ambassador to the United States, 
and soon i^ier Benjamin Franidin, still in France^ was appointed to 
the same office in that country. 

D'Estaing, having failed to surprise the British fleet in the Dela- 
ware, proceeded without loss of time to Sandy Hook, and came to 
anchor off New York Harbour, on July 11th. A joint attack on 
the British by land and sea was now decided upon, and for this 
purpose Washington crossed the Hudson with lus army, and 
encamped at White Plains. The utmost alarm prevailed among the 
British and the loyalists of New York. The British fleet was not in 
the best condition for this formidable encounter. Most of the ships 
of the Une, having been long on service, were out of oondition and 
badly manned ; they had, however, the advantage of position, being 
within the harbour which is fbrmed by Sandy Hook, and the 
entrance to which is covered by a bar. The French fleet was in 
excellent oondition, and among its ships of the line were several of 
great force and weight of gun. These heavy ships were the salvation 
of the British fleet, and the ruin of the French enterprise. The 
New York pilots would not venture to take them across the bar, and 
after having lain outside the harbour for about eleven dap, the 
British fleet locked up within it and looking out anxion^y every 
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hour fbr the UTival of an expected squadron bom England, Tiiid» 
Admiral Bjron, D'Estaing was seen to sail dwb]' with a Invourable 
wind, and in a frw houre was out of Bight. The expected Britisli 
reinforcements arrived very ehorllj- after D'EstoIng was gom 

This projected attack of the British Beet being necessarily abftn-> 
doned, Washington recommended D'Estaing to proceed againat] 
Newport in Rhode Island, which was still held by the British, und«gr 
General Pigot, with fi.OOO men. For tile purpose of co-operation in 
this expedition, which Washington had anticipated, Oencral SulliTBn 
had been already sent with a detachment to Providence, where be 
was joined by 5,0()0 militia of Massachusetts and Connecticut, and 
snorlly after by two brigades under Gcnenb Greene and La Fayette. 
The ntmost enthusiasm prevailed everywhere, and perfect success 
was calculated upon. Ihe plan of the expedition was simple. 
D'Estaing was to enter the harbour of Newport, while the onnj 
advanced from the other side, and thus plaue the British once i 
between two Rrea. 

The French fleet already occupied NarrauganBctt Bay, and 
in communication with the American army; nay, oven having, 
advanced into Newport harbonr, had compelled the British to botqj 
or aink six of their frigates, to prevent their falling into the hands 
the enemy. 

On the lOlh of Augost, the American army, 10.000 strong, iMidod 
on the north end of Ithode Island proper, on which Newport stand*, 
expecting to bo joined by 4,000 French troops from the fleet, 
been amingcd with D'Eslaing, when all unexpectedly the British 
fleet under Lord Howe appeared in sight. This Qeet, a» tool 
released from its blockade in New York harbour and strenglbt 
by its rcinibrcemcnta, set sail for tho relief of Newport, where 
arrived at this critical momcnL No sooner was this perceived 
tho French admiral, who knrw that his force was superior to that 
tbe British, than he sailed out to give tbem battle, carrying 
troop* with bim. Astonished and disappointed by this nneipecl«d 
movement, the .American army contiuucd their march towards NeW' 
port and encamped within two mile* of the enemy's works. Mewi- 
while, the two odmii^la striving c«rb lo Mcur« tho imihtr-fft^, 
tw« dnya wero ipent in this contest of seamanship, when a 
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itonii Ante and sepumted the two flMts at the terj mqment when 
■bout to engage. For two daya more the tempeet raged feaifbllj, 
and ac atter ed and damaged the ahipa greatly. Five daya later the 
Fiench admiral reappeared off Newport with two of hie ahipa, one 
of which waa hie own, diamaated, and othen eerionely iignred. The 
Britidi aqnadron had alao raffered eqnaUy. Qn the 22nd of Angnst, 
two daya later, l)'Eataing, contrary to the earnest entreatiBa of the 
Amerioan generala, inaisted oo giving np the attempt againat New- 
port, and tailed away to Boston to refit. 

The American army in Bhode Ldand and the peo|^ of the 
oorthem eoloniea in general were indignant at thia desertion, and 
the old hatred of the French waa in aoch danger of renTing, and 
indeed did expreas itaelf by a ziot in Boston, that it required all 
Waahingtoa'ainflnencetoallayit; while oongrees, in order to paciffr 
lyEetaing, who was becoming angry on hii part, paseed a resolation 
approTing of hii conduct. In the meantime, General Sullivan, now 
placed in the most difl&eult circumstances in Rhode Island, and 
deserted by great numbers of his own troops, commenced a retreat. 
On the 29th of August, having already sent off his artillery aud 
baggage, he put his troops in motion, and though vigorously pur- 
sued and attacked <m every possible quarter by the British forces, 
he had yet taken all his measures so well, that he arrived without 
any considerable loss at his old post on the north of the island, 
and the next day passed his army over to the mainland in safety. 
Nor waa his fortunate retreat made too soon, as Sir Henry Clinton 
arrived from New York with a strong force immediately after- 
wards. 

The same day that Sullivan abandoned Rhode Island, Lord Howe 
entered the Bay of Boston in pursuit of D'Estaing, whom he however 
foond so securely defended by the batteries and other measures of 
de&noe taken both by the Americans and the French, that any 
attack upon him was impossible. 

Late in the autumn, the English fleet, which had been sent out 
under Admiral Byron to counteract D'Estaing, arrived at New York, 
having enoountcred and been detained by severe tempests. Byron sailed 
to Boston, as Howe had done before, to look after and attack the Frencli 
admiral ; but again a violent storm arose, the fleet was dispersed. 
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and one of the Eogliah ships -wus wrecked on Cope Cod ; after nhieh, 
D'Estaing, having now refitled, sailed for the Weat Indies, the prin- 
cipal seat of war between France and England, and whithcT had' 
sailed also 5,000 British troops from Kcw York, under C-ommodore 
ItothiuQ, escorted by a strong squadron. 

The three commiaaioiiers who had come orer tor the purpose of 
conciliation having, as we said, produced no effect on congress, aHer- 
wards attempted to cormpt the minds of private individtuU, or at 
least this charge was proved upon Governor Johnstone. Under this 
suspicion congress ordered all the letters written by that gentleman 
to his American friends — among whom were General Reed, Francis 
Dana and Robert Morris, — to be laid before ihem. Ihese letters, ■» 
regarded General Reed, proved that a Mrs. Ferguson, a lad; of 
Philadelphia, had been employed to oflW him £10,000 and anj' office 
which he might dr^sire in the colonics, if he would aid in bringing 
abont the proposed reconciliation. His replj was worthy of on 
American patriot : " I am not worth purchasing," said he ; " but such 
as I am, the king of England is too poor to buj me."* These dis- 
eoreries called forth a declaration from congnna thai Johnstone was 
guiltj of an attempt at bribery, and such being the case, it was 
incompatible with the honour of that body to hold any inteicoune 
with him. This led to a violent reply from Jobn&tonc, accompanied 
by a document from his fellow-commtsnoncrs, by no means calculated 
to decrease the difference between the two parties. Congress vouch- 
safed no reply, making nse only of the public press to utter their 
sentiments. 

BccideB the attempt at conciliation, the commissioners endeavautcAl 
to UM their in&oence, with equally littk success, in obtaining llia| 
diadtoi^ of Bujgoyne's troops, who were slill detained in thC 
country, contrary to capitulation. Whalcvcr the rfoaoning of ooo- 
gTCM might b(! on this subject, notliing but the quibbles of lanyTrm 
could bu produced in support of it) and the unfortunate troops, 
Irury to all honour, after having suffered grcittly in llie north, 
matched off to Charlottesville in Virginia, where they could be 
rasUy giwrded and more cheaply fed. There they were quarter 
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log-huta, gardens were allotted to them, and their encampment 
formed a Tillage. Some of the officers were afterwords excbaQgcd, 
but the greater Dnmber remained piboncrs to the end of thv wax* 

The lout act of the commissioners was the publicutioTi of a violent 
numifcslo. addressed not onlj to cougreits and the aasomblies, bat to 
the |iwipk at large, intended to separate them from their mien, by 

Ichjigirig upon thcra all the raiwn» and the consequences of tbo war, 
declaring that the eoDlest changed its nature when America estranged 
bcnictf from the mother-conn trj and mortgaged herself and her re- 
(Durccs to the enemies of Great Britain ; the clergy were reminded 
>tlMt the French were papisls, and the lovers of peace were appealed 
tb ngaiiiBt ambitiaus men who were subjecting their country to 
'VDDecenarj warfare. Forty days were allowed for lubmissioQ, after 
whicli. if the offer were rejected, the country was threatened with 
dMuiution u the ftiturc object of the war. The circulation of this 
manifesto under Bags of truce was prohibited by congress, but it was 
pobJisbed in all the newspapers with a counter- manifesto and with 
aRnmenU &imi the pens of some of their most ab!e men. 
As the commiasiouers hod disparaged France in this document, 
ttc Marquis La Paycttts as the representative of his country, sent a 
■bollrnge to the Earl of Carlisle, which that nobleman declined to 
■ecppt, on the plea that be was responsible only to his sovereign for 
Ma public acts. Sh-jrtly after this time the Marquis La Payctic 
rciomfd to France, in which country he believed that be could servo 
llia rising interest of .\mcrica more effectually than in her armies. 

At the end of the forty days, having flung their flrebrnnd into the 
eamtXrjt the commissioners departed, much to the relief of congress, 
bat not before their threatened warfare of desolation had commenced 



J- Sir Henry Clinton, finding nil ijuiet at Newport, returned to New 
ffptk, whence be dnpatched Major-Ocneral Grey on an cipedition 
inst the southern ohorca of MaasnGhu«eltsand the adjacent islooda. 
In Bumnfs Bay, a great resort of American privateers, ho dntrayed 
about 100 Tewela with all the stores in the neighbourhood, bunit the 
town* of New Bedford and Faithaven, and carried off from the 
ta nf the (ertiic island of Martha'* Vineyard a vast quantity 
• EUUrtlh. 




flf stieep and oxen. Bnt this nas Utile in comparison vdth hia next J 
achicvementa. He surpristd, in the dead at iho night, a Bleeping I 
American regiment of light horse, near Tappan, killed a numher of 
them in cold blood, votinded manj others oud ttuk the rest priKonera, 
The town of Egg-harbour in New Jersey was burnt, and oil the houses 
and mills and property bchiDgiog to the Whig part}- in that neighboi 
hood de&truf cd ; while a dettiehmcnt under one Captain Ferguson, 
guided bj deaertcrs, snrprised and cut to picecB the greaifr portion of 
Pnlaski'B legion. Such was the spirit of ferocity which eii! 
moment in the British Boldicry ; but horrible as were these inatnnces of 
merciless warfare, thty were trivial in compiirison with what was 
going forward in remoter regions, where the Indian savage become 
the blood; tool of the Amcriciia loyalist. All our readers ki 
trogedj of Wyoming. It was enacted at this time. We huvs 
olreftdy mentioned the settlement of this bcaotifal valley of Out 
Susqaehaunab by a number of the quiet people of Connecticut. 
had greatly Qourished and become very populous, although from the 
first it had been a cause of dispute between Connecticut and Pena- 
sylvania, both of which states claimed it as bcloBging to their 
territory. A fnr years before the present time, some Scotch and 
Dutch settlers from New York hud come to the valley, thirty of 
whom having been lately seized on suspicion of being Tories, were 
sent to Connecticut for trial. Nothing bting proved againiit them, 
they were discharged, and immediately, as if in confirmation of the 
accusation, they enlisted in the partisan corps of Butler and the half- 
blood Indian Brandt. Ihm stationed in the Mohawk valley. e«g«r 
for the moment of revenge, which was not fur off. 

Although Wyoming hod been only sellled since the last war. It 
numbered about 4,1)00 inhabilonls, one-third of whom it hod sent 
ODt to the .\meriean BTmy, thus K'aving itself tindcfcnded. This 
weak slate was well known to the otTendcd party, who induced 
Butler and Brandt to lead to Wyoming a body of l.AdO men, p«rtlj' 
liidioiiH, ui)d partly loyalists disguiiicd as such, for tlic purpose of 
exlerminalion. On the first rumour of the probability of Mich m> 
invasion, a body of mcD was raised to gsirison the valley i but thitj 
wef« hardly organised wlien, at the eommonccmciit of July, Butler 
>nd Ills Ifrrible army spi>eared and commenced their bloody worit 
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Irj naylBfing and murdering Rome of Oie itihnbitanU. Thero vere 
four forte in the vulleyi the upper fort, being held by b disaffected 
party, aarrendcTcd nt once ; the tew soldiers hastily mustered 
morched out to moot the enemy, hut being a mere handful, wero sur- 
rounded, many wore killed ou the spot, and others who were token 
prisoners ■were put to death with every Indian ingenuity of torture. 
Soch u eacapt'ii fled to Fort Wyoming, which was then besieged. 
Under pretence of a parley, the principal oiEcer was drawn out with 
■ nnrober of his men, when the fort was attacked and the greater 
part slain. The remnant which remiiiDed, on desiring to know what 
terras might be expected, received for reply the emphatio words, 
" The hatchet." At last compelled to surrender, the men were put to 
llie iword, and the women and children shut up in the houses and the 
bamteks, which were consumed in one general conflagration. Thf last 
fori oOvrcd do resistance, and surrendered on the promise of Bceurity 
to life and property ; but the promise was not kept, the unhappy 
people niScred the fate of the others. Butler, it ia mud, marched 
•WBJ with his Tories at the surrender of the fort, hut could not 
induce the Indiana to follow his example ; and frenzied with the 
t«^ of hlood, they remained behind, burning the houses, ravaging 
the fltlds, killing and maiming the fcry cattle with horrible tortures, 
inurdmng the men who resisted, and driving such women and 
children as escaped with life into the forests and monntains. Accord* 
ing to some historians there were loyaliitts among these Indians, who 
•xmlltal even them in barbarity. 

The fiite of Wyoming awoke the liveliest indignation ; and an 
axpodi^on of retaliation was very soou andertaken against the 
Indians of tho Upper Susquehiinnuh ; and though the Indians, aware 
af their approach, fled, yet wore their harvests destn^ed and their 
laid waste. Another expedition was undertaken against the 
idian settlers, most of whom were loyalists, west of the Allego- 
Theso incursions served only to call forth reprisals) and in 
I'Storembcr, the flourishing settlement of Cherry Valley, in New York, 
WM ■orprised by a party of Indians and loyalist regolart. Tlie fort, 
wliiofa WM garrisoned by about 200 soldiers, was not taken ; bat ita 
«dkmel, who lodged io the town, was killed, the lien ten ant-oolonel 
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taken prisoner, and the inlmbitiuits suffered the craei fate of those of 
Wyoming. 

U'e Lave idrcadj meiitioncd that Commodore Hyde Parker had 
been sent iii November with a detachment of 3,oU0 men, under 
Colonel Campbell, against Qeorgia; at tho same lime ingtructioiu 
hod been forwarded bD MBJor-Oeuoul Prevost, who commanded the 
troops in Kast Florida, lo make all nccecsaiy preparations for the 
defeijco of Fort St. AugimtiDe, and to co-optrate in the views of the 
present cipedition by entering the province of Georgia from that 
aide, and advancing, if posaibtc, so iar as to assist Colonel Campbell 
in the intended attoek od Savannah. 

The scene of events is now about to be in great measure removed 
from the KoKh to the South. AVhile the northern provinces had been 
BO long harassed, and had suffered from the calamities of war, the 
southern had enjoyed such comparative tranquillity that they had 
duly cultivated their affluent lauds and gathered in their abundant 
harvests, and bad carried on their export trade with most of the 
European markets without impediment, except from British craisers 
in the ocean. There had, it is true, been a continuance of petty 
hontilitios between Georgia and East Florida, n-Iiich had kept up a 
rumour of war in the south ; and in West Florida the British settlo- 
meuU had quietly aubmitted to the Americana ; but as yet all had 
been comparative peace. 

The ahortnesa of provisions in the north, from which the British 
Rufiered, rendered it additionally important for thrm tu gain 
possewsion of Georgia, the feeblest of the southern provinces. A* 
regards, indeed, the want of provisions, it was felt by the Amertt*nt 
equally with the British ; and it is stated that D'Eshiing would havt 
found it impracticable to have victualled his ships at Boston but for 
the opportune seizing, by the New England cruisers, of *o largr a 
number of English provision -ships on their way lo New York, thai 
there was not only abundance for the French Beet, but the geuend 
price of food was lowered thereby in Boston market. This ercnt, 
which was a great triumph to thu Americaus, was a srriouA caum of 
inorvMcd anxiety and sufiering to the British anny. 

But the possession of Oeorgia was not only important to tfal 
Itritisb, as (umiahing an abundant supply of it* staple coinniMltty, 
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xte. and iti otfisr muneroiii pvodnets, but ae emtbh'ng Eftit Florid* 
to join her fimei, and thus to Ibrm an aggxegato eatabljahmimt in 
tha acmth, wbich. might greatlj inflnftrnw the ultimate fbrtonea of 
the war i beaidea which, a door would thna be opened into Sooth 
CSaralina. 

The eommander rf the Ameriaan Ibroea in the aonthem department 
waa at thia time Migor-Oeneral Robert Howe^ who» howefer, not 
having giTen aatiafkotion to oongreas, waa ahoot to be aaperaeded by 
General Linoolny when, <m the 28rd of December, the British fleet 
arriTed at the island of Tybee, near the month of the river Sayannah. 
The Americans were wholly unprepared for the remoTal of the scene 
of war from the north to the soath, and no measnrea of defence had 
been taken to aecore Hawmnah, Though Howe waa there with the 
whole regular tone of the southern department, consisting of six 
South Carolina and the one Georgia regiments, the whole force did 
not amount to 800 men ; while the batteries which had been con* 
stmcted fbr the defence of the river had been suffered to fiedl into 
decay. 

The a^taxe of Savannah was very easy. On the 28th, the enemy 
landed just below the town, Major-General Howe having drawn np 
his Ibrcea about half a mile to the east, his left resting on the river, 
and his right and rear covered by rice-swamps, across which he 
believed there was but one road. "Fortune, however," says the 
British report of this enterprise, " whose favours no prudent officer 
will ever deny, threw a negro into the hands of the commander, 
whose intelligence turned to the happiest account." This man led a 
British detachment, by a private road known to himself to the back 
of Howe's force, and the Americans, thus at once attacked in front 
and rear, were completely routed. The British loss was less than 
thirty; of the Americans 460, while several commissioned officers 
were taken prisoners ; and Savannah, with its artillery, shipping and 
stores, fell into the hands of the British. The renudns of Howe's 
army fled into South Carolina. 

Thia waa the greatest acquisition made by the British in the 
present year. Washington had gone into wintor-quartcrs at Middle- 
brook. The two hostile armies of the north were now, at the dose 
9i 1778, after two years' struggles and mancenvres, in very nearly 



128 



OF THE CyiTED STATES. 



tlM »roo I itive pomtion as at the close of 1776. The British, 
driTsn from tlio mainknd, were now again entreochBd on New York 
Iiland; and Washinglon, epeaking of the present state of alToirs, 
nobly remarked : " The hand of Proridencw hod betn so canspicnoua 
in all this, that he who lacked faith must have been worse than an 
[»BH>1, and he mote than wicked who had no gratitude tu acknow- 
Mga hi* oUigatuma." 
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CHAFl-ER VUI. 

BBVOLUTIONABT WAR {continued), 1779. 

While the war was bong carried forward on the aastem border* of 
the Statea, and the people snflGfted grieToaalj from the natural oon- 
■eqiienoet of the prolonged ttroggle, the BfHrit of enterprite was no 
leai aliye in the remoter proTinces, and adventorers were advancing 
towards that Great West which has ever been so attractive to the 
American mind. As had been so often the case before, the restless- 
neas of the Western Indians led now to the conquest of their ter- 
ritorj. It was reported to congress that the Indians of the Ohio 
had been stimulated to hostility hj Hamilton, the British commandant 
at Detroit, and in consequence it was determined to send an expedi- 
tion against that post; but before this was done, one still more 
important was accomplished by George Rogers Clarke, a young 
backwoodsman of Kentucky. Clarke was a man of great sagacity ; 
and having come to the conclusion that the best way of putting an 
end to Indian hostilities was to destroy the sources whence they 
derived encouragement and support, and having correctly ascertained 
that these border Indians were not merely the tools of the Brititth, 
but that great numbers amongst them were well-inclined towards 
the Americans, he proposed in December, 1779, to the executive 
council of Virginia, a plan for the reduction of the British posts of 
Detroit, Vincenncs and Kaskaskia, all founded, as wo may remember, 
by the French in the days of their American prosperity. The 
governor and council approring of Clarke's plan, afforded him such 
facilities as he required for its accomplishment. Early the following 
year he enlisted 200 men for three months, and, accompanied by 
thirteen emigrant £unilies, descended the Ohio to the Falb, where 
TOUUi K 
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Uie eujignkji Is parted compuny and settled thewHclvcB in Com Island, 
the little band of wairiora tlius dropping, as it were, bj the waj the 
■«.'ds of civilisation and domestic life. Again Clarke embarked on 
file ri\er, and advanced lo witbin sixty milca of its month, where, 
biding bis boats, he marched by land to Koskoiikia, which be reacbed 
CD the evening of July 51b. The march had been difficult, and 
hnvbg long been shurt of food, they were on the point of Btarra- 
tioii, but the town and fort being taken b; aurpriec yielded to the 
famished men without a strnggle. M. Rocheblave, the British com- 
mandant, was taken in liis bed, and not a drop of bloud was ahcd. 
The iiihabitiiniB were mostly French, and the news of the French 
alliance with the Americans, and the reepcct shown by the con- 
queror to life, property and religion) dispoai'd the ilJlabitunts to he 
salielicd, if not pleased, with the change. The papers of the governor, 
among whitb it was huapected wire ordtra frc.m Hamilton to eicitt 
the IndioDR to hostility, were immediately either destroyed by hi* 
wife or concealed among her clothei, for " the conqueror, as a gallant 
son of Virginia, would not tarnish the fame of his state by an insult 
to a female;" therefore the papers remained undiscovered. 

After a few days' rest and refreshment in Kaskaskia, Clarke and 
his men proceeded to Cohokia, a small but important post which 
jKisseasing a great trade with the Indians, was the depot of arms 
and ammunition ; this and another neighbouring post also surren- 
dered without bloodshed. Betides these couquesta, the {icople of 
St. Vincent's, or Vincennes, on the Wabash, snore allegiance lo 
Virginia, and friendly relations were established with the Spanish 
commander at St. Louis, on the other side of tho Mississippi. A 
party was also sent by Clarke to build a stockade at the falls of 
Ohio, which was tho first germ of the present city of Louisville. 

Ketuming to Koskaskia, Clarke convened tlic hitherto hostile 
Indian tribes, who filled with dread of this boldest of the " Big 
Knives," as they called the Virgiiiiana, were easily induced lo 
transfer their allegiance from ibe British to the Americans. The 
territory thus acquired, embracing all the country north of the 
Ohio, was erected by the oucmbiy of Virgiiiia into the county of 
Illinois. 

llic army of Washington paned this winter more comfurtabtj 
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than the last. A lapplj of clothing had been reoeiyed from France ; 
and provisiona were aecnred bj congreaa having laid an embargo on 
all exports. In fieust, the army was now better fed and supplied than 
at any Ibrmer period. Oreat discouragement and distress, howeyer, 
pserailedy owing to the depreciation of the bills of credit, which had 
rednoed the pay of the army to a mere trifle, totally insufficient for 
their needs. The Tory party also caused many troubles and anxieties ; 
and so dangerous an element was this in the state, that even after 
the evacuation of Philadelphia by the British, when congress had 
resumed its sittings in that capital, many wealthy and respectable 
dtiiens became amenable to the law ; and two Quakers, John Roberts 
and Abraham Carlisle, were found guilty of treason, and spite of 
every effort being made to save them, were executed. These trials 
and executions greatly inflamed the hatred of the Tories, and party- 
spirit became still more bitter. 

In the minds of the Americans this inveteracy was increased by 
the late conduct of the once popular General Arnold, who, in con- 
sequence of his wounds, had been appointed to the military command 
in Philadelphia, and to the astonishment and disgust of his friends, 
showed a great leaning towards the adverse party, and very soon 
married a young wife, the daughter of a Tory family. 

Towards the close of the past year America obtained, through her 
oommierioners in France, a loan from the French court of 3,000,000 
of livrcs — a very insufficient sum to relieve their present difficulties, 
and the obtaining of which led to much quarrelling and party-spirit. 
Congress, occupied with disputes which originated in this loan, 
•* was reduced," says Hildreth, ** to a very low ebb. Many of the 
abler members left it ; frequently there were not more than twenty- 
five in attendance. Washington passed five weeks at the commence- 
meat of the year in Philadelphia, and his letters at that time evince 
serioa« alarm at the state of afiairs." 

A scheme for the invasion of Canada by the aid of a French fleet 
was entertained at this time by congress, but discouraged by Wash- 
ington, who had strong suspicion that if successful it would tend 
ooly to the advantage of France. It was resolved therefore, that all 
oflnudve operations should be confined to an attack on Detroit, and 
an expedition against the Six Nations. 

K 2 
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The year 1779 eommcnced by a. now issue of paper money, to tha 
umoiuit of ten nultianst, tiud iLdditional biUa to aboat the aame 
omuunt, at Tuiouii timi.'s before the month of June. Under thu 
lapid issue, Hildreth tella us, increased ilcpreciatioD took place, 
together with a spirit of spccuiiktiaD and fraud on the one side, and 
unfounded jealousies and saspicion on the other. Prices rose enor- 
mously, and while it was remarked that Tories and epecuhitore grew 
rapidly rich, honest men and patriots were reduced to poverty. 

But spring was now comiug on, and it was neceasory to orgviiBo 
the army for operation. Exclusive of the few troops in the south, 
the American onny, at the commencemeot of the campaign of the 
year, amounted barely to 16,000. Three thousand of these were with 
Uatc« at Providence; 7,000 in the neighbourhood of MiddlcbrwA, 
the winter-<iDartGrB of Washington ; of the Temaining 6,000, part 
were in the Highlands completing the defences of West Point, under 
M'Dougall, and the remainder under Israel Putnam, on ihc oa«t Bide 
of the Hudson. As the British had 11,000 men at New York, mI ' 
5,000 at Newport, Washington did not deem it prudent to altM^f 
either of these places. ^^ 

Wa now return to the South. When Colonel Campbell ««( 
despatched to Georgia, order» were sent to General Prcvost in Ea*t 
Florida, to march his troops to his aid and to assume command. In 
this march along the uninhabited coast, which at that time Uy 
between Florida and Georgia, his soldiers sulfcred greiilly, having 
frequently no other provision* than oyslers. Sunbury, a (art gar- 
risoned bv 200 provincials. Savannah being at that time in tho hands 
of iho BritiBh, surrendered with but little ahow of rcvistaneCi, 
Arrived at Savannah, General Prevoat assumed command, and llus 
despatched Colonel Campbell against Augusta, which also aumK* 
dcred, the garrison and the more patriotic inhabitants raoaping 
across the river Savannah into Houth Corotino. The whole of QaMfia 
wns thus in the hands of tho British. 

When the news of this cosy conquest reached Chuiestun, tlic SiMdk 
Carolina militia were called out, but the call was niluetuilly dbujfti. 
The .American forces under General Lincoln, principally a 
of North Carolina militin, amounted to about 1,400, and tlwM 
■tatjonvd to guard the ponfiagca of the Savaimah rivor, which fi 
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Uie boundary between Oeorg^ and Soath Carolina. Althoogb the 
troops of Preroet amoonted to a mndi larger number, he hesitated 
to attack Charleston, but sent an expedition against Port Royal, 
which was so brsTely defSmded by General Monltrie, that they were 
defeated with considerable loss. 

The popnlation of the three southern prorinoes, Georgia and the 
two GaioHnas, was of a mixed character, withoi^t any bond of reli- 
gion or interest, very different indeed to that of the north. The 
wealthy planters along the sea-coast were mostly Whigs, but the 
excess of sla^e population left the country without soldiers. The 
Interiar of the country was occupied by scattered settlements of 
Dutch, Germans, Quakers, Irish Presbyterians and Scotch High- 
knders, who held little interco u rse with each other. The Quakers, 
Dutcii and Germans, meddling little with politics, inclined to submit 
to the British army for the sake of peace and quietness. The Irish 
Presbyterians were Whigs, the Scotch Highlanders Tories, as were 
the so-called Regulators of North Carolina, and the Scotch and 
British traders of the interior.* 

The success of the British in Georgia encouraged the loyalists of 
theee remote regions to rise. They were many of them men to 
whom excitement of any kind was welcome. Hardy and desperate 
in their lives, they are described by a writer of those days as having 
long been in the condition of outlaws, ready to attach themselves to 
the Indians or any others for incursions on the frontiers. The nature 
and remoteness of the country enabled them to keep up a free inter- 
course with their old friends, lik»-minded with themselves, who had 
however, for the sake of remaining quiet, submitted to the present 
government. From these circumstances, and the cast of mind 
acquired by their constant interconne with the savages, they were 
ever ready to take up arms, and many of those who continued in 
the occupation of their fieurms and had the character of peaceable 
men, occasionally joined those parties which were openly in arms on 
the frontiers, and bore a share in all the devastation they com- 
flDttsd.t 

About 700 of these people therefore embodied themselves, and set 

• HUdreth. f Ansusl BegUter, 1779. 
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Colonel Boyd, was elain ; 400 of their nutnhcr killed or taken 
prisoners, seventy of whom, being put on trial for treason, were 
fouDd guilty, but live on!y of the most inBueiitiol execnlcd ; the re- 
maining 300 reached Augusta. 

The most terrible fbature of tho war in the south was the rancorous 
party-spirit which prevailed in it. Four battalions of Carolina 
loyalists had already joined the British army in Georgia, one of 
which was commanded by b Colonel Brown, originally a trader. 
This man who hod formerly been tarred and feathered by the Whigs 
now pursued them with implacable hatred, and, following th% 
example set at Augusta, hung all his Whig prisoners- 
General Lincoln being reinforced by accessions of militia which 
hud arrived for the protection of South Carolina, was stationed at 
Puryshurg, on the north bank of tho Savannah, aboot twenty milw 
above the city of that name, and now dcspatehed General Ashe, with 
about 2,000 men of the Georgia and Carolina militia, to take up a 
position nearly opposite Augusta. On this movement General 
Prevost recalled the British force Irom that place, with orden to 
take up their post at Hudson's Ferry, lower down the river. On 
Ihe retreat of the Britiiih, Lincoln, whose intention it was to reloke 
Georgia and confine Provost to the ooast, ordered General Asho to 
leave his faa^ago behind, to cross over into Ooorgia aiid take ap 
his position at Briar Creek, a very strong situation. This was done i 
Briar Creek, which was too deep to bo forded, covcrtd his A^^nt, the 
river Savannah and a deep moroas covered his left, and 200 hors* 
guarded his right. No attack was suspected ; Gencnkl Prvvott 
manoeuvred on the bonks of tho river between Ebeneicr and Savon- 
Doh, and Lincoln kept biiusvlf on the alert, expecting that the 
danger la; in that quarter. In the meantiuio a detachment wu 
proceeding by a circuitous march to attack Ashe's rear, while another 
detachment advanced as if to attack Lincoln in front, where he was 
unassailable, but in fact merely to divert his atlonllun. The Mil 
was entirely sueccMful. The icor, totally unprepared for alU^, 
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was forpriaed in open daylight, and throwing down their arms 
without firing a shot, whole regiments of militia fled. The deep 
creek and the marsh, otherwise their security, became thus the 
means of their destruction. Stupified by terror, great numbers were 
drowned in the one and swallowed up in the other. A few officers 
and one North Carolina regiment endeaToured to retrieve the for- 
tunes of the day by a brave but ineffiectual defence ; but the chances 
were all against them. About 400 were killed and made prisoners, 
among the latter of whom was Brigadier-Oeneral Elbert, a brave 
man and the second in command ; the numbers who perished in the 
river and the swamp are unknoTwn; 450 were all who rejoined 
Lincoln's army. Seven pieces of cannon, almost all their arms and 
ammunition, and such baggage as they had vrith them, fell into the 
hands of the British, whose loss only amounted to five killed and 
eleven wounded. 

This disastrous and disgraceful defeat enabled the British to re- 
occupy Augusta, and gave them once more undisputed possession of 
Georgia. Such being the case, Prevost secured the co-operation of 
the loyalists, by proclaiming Sir James Wright governor and re- 
establishing a royal legislature, as it existed before 1775. 

The present alarming state of affairs was useful in arousing the 
Carolinians. Every effort was now made to reinforce General Lin- 
coln's army. John Rutledge, a popular man, in whom all had con- 
fidence, was appointed governor and vested with extraordinary 
powers ; a stringent militia law was enforced, and by the middle of 
April, two months after the defeat at Briar Creek, Lincoln found 
himself at the head of 5,000 men. About the end of that month, 
therefore, leaving General Moultrie with 1,500 troops to garrison the 
lower passes of the river, at Purysburg and the Black Swamp, 
Lincoln, hoping to recover the upper parts of Georgia, as well as to 
protect the meeting of the assembly of that state, quitted his position, 
which had hitherto enabled him to protect Charleston, and proceeded 
towards Augusta. The movement was unfortunate. No sooner was 
he gone than General Prevost, whose force had received a con- 
siderable accession of loyalists from South Carolina as well as 
Georgia, resolved to cross the river and penetrate into Carolina, 
where he knew that the royal cause had many friends, and at the 
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same time to obtain a good store of provisions, of which he waa in wont 
CIroHsuig the Savannah, therefore, at tho end of April, with about 
3,000 mpn, PreToct advanced forwoi'd with but little opposition from 
Maultrii?, vhose troops behaved no better than those of Ashe at 
Briar Creek, though defended like them by almost impaaaable 
swamps, and who now fled before him lo Charleston. Tho eoao with 
which every impediment was overcome by the British army, the 
oaeuronce which the general received on all hands ttota the loyi 
party liut Charleston would surreudcr without resistance 
appearance, furnished a new object to bin enterprise. 

Lincoln was on bis way to Augusta, wbcQ news reached him of 
the Btitisb army having crossed the Savannah, and believing it only 
a fbroging expedition, he contented himself with sending off a batta- 
lion to reinforce Moultrie. A few days later an express conveyed to 
him the more serious information ihut the British army was now 
several days on its march towards Charleston ; the country was ap, 
and hundreds flocking to the royal standard. Without a moment's 
delay the American army now reurosaed tho river, and a detachment 
on honeboclc was sent fomord for the greater despatch. 

Tbo British army was in the meantimo advancing on the capital 
of South Carolina, almost without opposition. Moultrie's miUtia, 
which was retreating before him, was weakened at every tnmi for 
■■ the effects and families of the militia lay on the very line <t 
Tttnnt, they deserted for considerations which were nearct 
than patriotism and honour. 'Ihe British general himself, ni 
at his undertaking, delayed and deliberated instead of availing h 
•elf of all the advantages which offered; which hod ho done, a 
marched at once upon Charleston, he might. have taken tho city tl 
oaee. A* it was, the townspeople bad tinie to throw up fiirtifictttioa 
at whioh every master and slave kboured ahko; and Chorlraton « 
SATed for ihat time. 

Ou the Ulh of May Ihe British army appeared before tho c 
and Moultrie, with the remains of his troops, tho battalion despatch* 
by LiQooln, and Rutledgo with 600 militia, werv (hen within B 
walls. Pulaski aikd hb legion arrired at the same timo M t 
enemy, wbilo Lincoln with hi* army might be doily e 
There was do immediata ttu, therefore, for the town, and I 
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ledge, when munmoiied to surrender under jGsiTourable oonditions, 
proposed stipulations of neutrality for South Carolina during the 
war. The terms of each party were rejected by the other, and the 
townspeople and garrison prepared for a general assault, which was 
expected on the morrow. The British general now found himself in 
a difficult and dangerous position. The spirit friendly to the royal 
cause, which he had been led to expect in Charleston, did not meet 
him there; on the contrary, the town was prepared for yigorous 
resistance ; he had neither battering artillery nor a naval force to 
oo-operato with him, and Lincoln, with a force equal if not superior 
to his own, might hourly be looked for. Under these considerations 
it was better to provide for his own safety than to risk a doubtful 
contest Leaving, therefore, a guard at the river Ashley, the British 
troops quietly retreated during the night, the garrison, who stood to 
their arms all night in fear of a sudden attack, not having the least 
suspicion of such a movement. The enemy had retreated to the 
islands of St. James and St. John, which lie to the southward of 
Charleston harbour— the commencement of a labyrinth of islands 
which continue to the sea. lliese islands, being well cultivated and 
fertile, afforded good quarters and excellent provision for his army, 
which retired in a few days, carrying off with them about 4,000 
slaves as booty. Lincoln, in the meantime, having arrived, attacked 
the British at Stono Kiver, where was a strong redoubt between the 
mainland and St John's Island. The attack was made with great 
spirit and so vigorously repelled, that the Americans were obHged 
to retire widi considerable loss. 

The hot season was now at hand, and both the British and 
American troops began to suffer severely from fever. In order, 
therefore, to have an eligible retreat for his army during the intense 
heats and the unhealthy season which was commencing, and at the 
same time to keep hold on South Carolina, General Prevost deter- 
mined to secure possession of Beaufort, in Port Royal, by placing a 
garrison there under Colonel l^laitland, after which he retired to 
Savannah with his main army. 

While these events were occurring in South Carolina, Sir Henry 
Clinton despatehed from New York a fleet under command of 
Conmiodore Collier, now appointed to the naval command in America, 



138 aiSTOBT OF THE UNITED 5TATES. 

with 2,000 troops uuilrr Major-General Malhevs, to inalco a dcNOnt 
QpcD Virginia, and by dcvii8lnluig the coast and plundering the 
coudIJ']', to inflict as much niis<?i7 and ruin on the colonies aa 
possible. Enlering the (.'hesapeake, the squadron which escorted 
the troops advanced up Elizabeth ftiver, and took possession of the 
town and fort of Portsmouth, the garrison of which, knowing them- 
selves incupable of defence, fled at the upprooch of the enemy. t)n 
Ibe oppobtle aide of the rirer stood the town of Xorfolh, wliich 
having already been destroyed in tie present war was just recovering 
from its ruin, and now also fell into the hands of iho enemy. IbtMe 
tno towns were the srats of the Virginian foreign export trodu 
which, spite of the war, was con^derable ; and higher up the HtiH 
lay Gosport, where the state of Virginia had esinbliahed a novy-jariL. 
A great number of ships lay at these different places, among the rest 
two large French merchanlnien laden with tobacco, whith the 
Americans burnt, together with several of their own ships, on the 
approach of the fleet, lo prevent their falling into the hands of the 
enemy. In the meantime detachments having landed carried fire 
and tword inland. The town of SuSolk was attacked and plundered, 
as were the villages of Kempcs', Shepherd's and fanner's C'tvcks. 
" Within a foKnigbl," saya the British chronicler of that day, " while 
the fleet and amiy continued ou the coast, the losa of the Amerieans 
waa prodigiotis." To say nothing of cruelly, cutrage, and genera] 
devastation practised on defencclcsa people, above 130 ships and 
vessels of vanons kinds were destroyed. " Sc^'enteen weie brought 
away as prizes, all that were on the stocks were homt, naval 
were carried olf or destroyed, as well as everj'thing relative la 
building or fitting np of bhips. Among other booty earned off 
3,000 hogsheads of tobacco. The dumoge done ia Ihis expcdi 
was estimaled at above half a million sterling, "* 

Hpitc of the flattering sBunmces of support which the nnvat 
military commondera received from the loyalist inhabitanta 
Virginia, and which wore eagerly reported by them to Sir llnaj 
Clinton, and apiEe of the advantages which they ut^cd would acvrui 
to the royalist cause by converting Portsmouth into a 
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and thus drntngjing the trade of the Chesapeake, Sir Heniy iwoed 
orders of recall ; and the fleet and the azm j having fired the store- 
honaee and dock-yard buildings of Ooeport, set sail ^th their boo^ 
and prizes, and reached New York within a month of their settiDg 
saiL 

The British troops were needed to assist in an attack on the 
AmfTJcian works, situated at Stonj and Veiplank's Points, two 
opposite projections on the Hudson, about forty miles north of 
New York, and highly important to the Americans, as commanding 
a ferry, the loss of which would obKge them to make a detour of 
mneitj udles through the mountains, to communicate with the 
eastern and southern proTinoes. To prevent the completion of these 
works, therefore. Sir Henry Clinton undertook an expedition in 
person, which set out on the last day of May. His first object of 
attack was Stony Point on the west bank of the river, which being 
u nfini shed and incapable of defence was evacuated at his approach. 
Cannon placed on the heights of Stony Point unfortunately com- 
manded Verplank's Point, on which a little fortress called La Fayette 
was just completed, and this being invested from the land side alM> 
was compeUed, after a brave resistance, to surrender. These im- 
portant works being secured, Clinton ordered them immediately to 
be completed, and on the 2nd of June encamped his army at 
Philipsburg, half-way between Verplank's Point and New York ; and 
Washington, in order the better to cover the yet unfinished works of 
the Americans in the Highlands, which were endangered by the 
garrisons of these oonquered posts, removed hie army frt>m Middle- 
brook to New Jersey. 

While the campaign on land was confined to the surprise of posts 
and desultory expeditions, the Connecticut cruisers, with their whale- 
boats and other small craft, seriously inoonvenienced and distressed 
the British army and the loyalist city of New York, by intercepting 
and taking almost every vessel that came upon their waters, and iu 
preventing any intercourse with Long Island, whence the suppUes of 
the army and city were principally sent To put a stop to this annoy- 
ance, as well as to make a most severe retaliation. Sir Henry Clinton 
cffdered ex-governor IVyon, now a general officer, to embark with 
about 2,600 men. On July 5th, the fleet reached New Haven, which 
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naa pin 1 and the furt with evcrj'thing' available for nsTiJ or 

military pur[ laes dcBtrojcd; but the town vaa spared because the 
inhabitanls mode but small resistance. FoirSeld and Norwalk, how- 
ever, two other ports having e, stronger mililaiy force, fared mocli 
worse : both towns, together with Greenfield, a village near Norwolk, 
were set on fire and L'Tervthini; of value destroyed. Th? loss whieh ths 
Amerieons sustained in i expedition was very great) 

besides huuBcs and other ping of all kiuds with stores 

and merchandise wer y. After these dtvaatationj 

on the mainland, he wa a Long Island, ioteuding to 

make a descent on New i he was suddenly recalled. 

Whether ho had eicecdei Clinton in these onirage*, or 

whether his forces were other direetioa, of which vre 

fiball Bpeak anon, is not an obobly the former canse had 

K>me iiiHucnct, for Tnon decnietJ ic nccessurj to pstuse the lirea and 
deatructiaa which marked bii career, by a letter to the general, in 
which be said that the Americans, or uturpert, as he called them, 
placed iheir hopes of securing the empire by avoiding deciBive actions, 
and in the escape of their own property during the protraction of the 
war. Their power, ho said, was supported by the dread of. 
their tyranny and the arts which they practised to inspire the 
credulous public with confidence in the forbearance of the royal 
forces. It bad been his wish, therefore, to detect this delusion, and 
that without injury to the loyalists. All that he regretted was that 
places of worship were burnt ; but these, be said, being built of 
boards and standing among the bouses, could not be preserved, it 
being imposBiblc to fix limits to a conflagration. 

The surprise of Verplonk's and Stony Points had, as we have 
said, called Washington out of New Jersey, and he was now en- 
camped on high and strong ground above those places, and on each 
aide of North River, Sir Henry CUnton desired nothing more than 
to draw him down from these fastnesses into the flat conntry, and 
bring on a general engagement in such ground as would insure suc- 
cess to the British army. But Washington was too wary to bo 
■educed into such an error. Nevertheless he woa not inactive. 
'While the two armies lay, aa it were, watching each other, a bold 
•nterpriae was widcrtaken and executed with to much spirit and 



(1779.) sToinr point bbtaken bt the batorbt. 141 

fooocM as to be the moet brilliant actioii of the whole campaign. 
Thii waa no other than the aurpriae and retaking of Stony Pointt 
the worka of which had been now carefiillj completed and strongly 
garrisoned by the British. 

Washington appointed General Wayne to thia arduous task. On 
the 16th of July this detachment set ont, having to march over 
moontainsy across morasses, and through difficult defilea, where they 
were obliged to adyance in single file the greater part of the way. 
By eight in the erening they were within a mile of the fort, when 
they halted and tanned into two columns as they came up ; after which 
Wayne and his officers silently reconnoitred the works. About 
midnight the two columns marched to the attack from dijSerent 
pointa $ and here it is worth obserring that the van, consisting of 
1 60 picked men, advanced with unloaded muskets and bayonets fixed — 
the bayonet, which had been so often fatal to the Americans, being 
the only weapon used in this attack. The most wonderful discipline 
prevailed in these troops ; both columns were commanded not to fire 
a shot, and not a shot was fired. They advanced through the most 
difficult approaches, the ground being covered at that time with the 
tide, through a morass, removing as they went the formidable works 
in front and flank« and in the face of an incessant fire of musketry. 
On they went, their numbers thinned at every step, and at about one 
in the morning the two columns met at the same moment in the 
centre of the works. Wayne, though wounded in the head, refused 
to retire; his loss in killed and wounded was about 100; about 
fifty of the garrison were killed ; the remainder, 450, were made 
prisoners. 

As soon as Stony Point was taken, the artillery was turned 
against Verplank's ; but before anything could be eficcted, the news 
of the former achievement had reached Sir Heniy CUnton, and the 
whole British army marched out, whilst the navy advanced up the 
river to the scene of action. But Washington, who had already 
completed the object he had in view, which was no other than the 
destruction of the works and the carrying away the artillery and 
stores, abandoned the place before the arrival of the British either by 
land or water. 

About the same time that Stony Point was recaptured by Wayne, 




HISTORY OF THE DSITEO STATES. 

Major Lm mrpriaed the Britiah garrison at Puulua Hook, New 
Jersey city, ft point of land opposite New York ; killed thirty 
and took 160 prisoners. These triumphs, howeTer, were painfully 
ounterWaoced byaD unsuccos^al attempt in the Dortb. During 
the sommer ftn expedition had been undertaken by the Biitish 
plant a strong post on the Pcnobacot, in tiic eaateru and 
ports of Maine, nhich, causing sorious alarm, led the state of Mi 
chusetls to fit out an expedition to prevent its occoroplishn 
urgent and important was the undertaking oousidered, that 
to ■cciirc armed vessels and transports, Massaehoactts laid an cmbu'ga 
on its shipping for furty days. By this means a very eouniderahle 
armameot was fitted out with no loos of time, under the t-'otiduct of 
Commodore Saltonstall, a Connecticut sea-captain. 

Fifteen hundred militia were embarked in this fleet, under Ocnerol 
Lovel, a man greatly beloved and esteemed, though without militaiy 
experience.* On the 25Ih July, the fleet, to the amount of thirty- 
seven sail, appeared in the Penobscot, the British Cdlonel, Maoteane, 
having in the meantime put the unfinished fort in as t«mplete a 
state of defence as the time permitted. With great LiboUT and the 
lews of about IDO men, the American general at length effected ft. 
landing, and on the third day opened a battery, in spite of n 
and for many days afterwards, the internal works of the fort 
on every day adding to its strength. For a whole fortnight this 
ooDtiiined, cannonading from without, and increaaing strength wilhiiL. 
At length a general attJick both of the fort and the sliipping tr^ 
resolved upon ; intelligenco of which being carried to the coiiimauthv 
by a deserter, he instantly threw up new works which covered t 
place. But thia precaution was unnecessary) news of this cxpc 
lion hud already reached Sir lUnry Qintan, and Sir George ('ol 
waa despatched with five ahipa of war to the Penobscot. The o 
mander and the garrison were awaiting the «xpcct(^ attack oi 
11th of August, the day intended for it, when, to their infinite m 
nishment. the Americans were gone ; they had during the i 
re-embarked their forces and artillery, and were nowhera to be ai 
At the first approach of tlie British they had fled up the i 
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•aemj punned, three sloope of war which had been confined to the 
harboor now joining in the chase. Escape was impossible; five 
frigates and ten smaller Tessels were ran ashore and blown np ; the 
remainder were taken. The soldiers and sailors escaped to the 
shore, but the whole region in which thej found themselyes was a 
desolate and nninhabited wilderness. The indignation of the land 
forces on this dastardly termination of their enterprise was so great, 
that they are said to have come to bbws with the seamen in the 
dreary solitudes through which they had to travel before they could 
reach an inhabited country. Saltonstall was tried by court-martial 
and cashiered. 

Besides the humiliation and shame of this flight, the loss to Boston 
in its shipping was almost ruinous. Nineteen Tessels of which the 
squadron consisted were destroyed or taken — a force, it is said, little 
inferior to that of the royal navy of England at the accession of 
Elizabeth. 

We must now for a moment return to the frontiers to see what is 
going on there, and taking Hildreth for our guide we shall receive a 
lucid summary of events. " George Rogers Clarke, still commanding 
in the newly-conquered Illinois, was giving fresh proofr of vigour 
and enterprise, and extending also the authoricy of Virginia. 
Hamilton, the British commandant of Detroit, descended the Wabash 
with eighty soldiers to watch Clarke, and organise an expedition 
against him, in which he expected to be greatly aided by the Indians. 
Informed of these facts by a French trader, Clarke mustered 170 
men, and after sixteen days' march, five of which were spent in 
wading the drowned lands on the Wabash, suddenly appeared before 
Vincennes, which the British had recaptured, and where Hamilton 
then was. The fort surrendered in a few days, and Hamilton was 
sent prisoner to Virginia on the charge of having instigated the 
Indians to cruelty against the colonial settlers. 

Security being thus given against the Indians north of the Ohio, 
the settlement of Kentucky began rapidly to increase, and in April 
of this year a log-erection formed the commencement of the present . 
city of Lexington. By the Virginia land system, all who had settled 
west of the mountains before June of the preceding year were 
entitled to 400 acres, merely for the payment of the taxes on that 
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quantily of land. The whole tract between thf Gi-ecn River and die 
Tc-nneucc wiu reserved for military bounties. 

Wiiile Clarke was cxtendiug tho domains of Virginia, the first 
Ecttlements touk place in Western Tennessee?, under the guidance of 
James Robinson, who eleven years before had been the jialriaich 
and founder of Eastern Tennessee. With a cotnpon}' of ten prrsoiu 
he followed the Oby to its junction with this Cumberland; tome of 
hia compaaioni embarked there, wliilo the rest pureued the rivcr- 
bnnks hj land to the spot where now stands the city of Nashville. 
Here, planting a crop of com, and leaving three persons to watch it, 
tJic-y returtii'd for their femilies. Some travelled throug-h the 
woods, driving their cattle before them ; others embarked with the 
women and children on the head waters of the TeaneHscc, intending 
to doKcud that river to its mouth and then proceed up the Comha^ 
loTid. But u HOVtiL' winter di'layed them by the way, and their des- 
tination was not reached till the fbllowing spring." 

Thus sprung np the future states of the West, and the red man 
retired from before the while. In the meantime war, which the 
Indian rendered so much more formidable from his British allianee, 
was continued on the western frontiers of the eastern stales. Again 
we will follow our former guide. " The Sis NatiouB, with the 
exception of the Oneidas, carried on a border warfare. The Stnpcos, 
and the loj-alisC refugees among them, ravaged the frontiers of New 
York and Pennsylvania; and the Onondagas, though profesBing 
Deutrality, shared in their hostilities. 

" To check these depredations, a strong force under Gcncrul Sullivan 
vas sent against them. The troops assembled at Wyoming, where 
they were joined by a New York brigade, under James Clinton, who 
effected the junction of the troops in a singular manner : crossing 
from the Mohawk, where he had been stationed, to Lake Ol&ego, ha 
dammed up the lake, and so raised up its level, and then, by break* 
ing away the dam, produced an artificial flood, by which the boats 
were rapidly carried down the north-taut brunch of the Siuque- 
bannah. While this was being eflectcd, the leiTible Bnmdt sur- 
prised, plundered and burnt the village of Minisink, uear the north- 
west comer of Jency ; and a detachment of militia sent iu pursmt, 
hjling into an ambush, were nearly all sliun. 
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" Snlfi^Bii'i ann^, amounting to 6,000 men, paBoed up the Chemnng 
branch of the Snsqnehannah, in the month of Anguat, and at ELoBira 
eneoontered a atrong body of combined Indians and lojalists, under 
Brandt, Butler and Johnaon, which they completely defeated, and 
in pursuit croased into the hitherto unexplored Talley of the Geneaaee. 
In order that the want of food might compel the Indiana and their 
alliea to quit that part of the country, ererything was ravaged. Hm 
ancient Indian orchards were cut down, Tast quantitiea of com were 
deatzoyed, and eighteen yiUagea burnt to the ground. This expedi- 
tioo^ through an unknown country, covered for the most part wHh 
thick fbreata, was extremely laborious, nor did it wholly accompliah 
ita olject; the Indians and loyalists, though dispersed fbr the 
moment, soon renewed their depredationa, which were continued as 
long as the British war lasted, and to which the Any of revenge now 
added increased ferodty." 
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'I^E struggle between ind hei ixilunicB iras wat(di«d 

with i^roat ajiiiot]' by viag bei'self a coloaiaJ empire, 

dreaded the eftet't of eiu^ otH.-i.'(i horsilC us lutJiulor in 

the quarrel, and was accepted as such, though nothing was effected 
thereby' 1 not even the terms of mediatioD being agreed upon. 
Various considerntionB, however, ioclined her now to favoiu the caiaso 
of the AmoricaoB, although she did uot acknowledge Ihcir indepeod- 
eocc. She was desirous of recovering Gibraltar, the loss of whicb 
hod M deeply humiliated her national pride, bciiides Jacn^iica and the 
two Floridas, with a territory on the east bank of the Mississippi, 
which latter she hoped to obtain througii Ihe gratitude of America. 
She declared war, therefore, agaiust Great Brilaio, and, iii con- 
junction with France, a formidable armament appeared on the 
English coast — a second armada, to be dispersed like the former one 
by tempest, and desolated by disease as pitiless as war itst'lf, upward* 
of 5,000 soldiers dying in their ships within a very few iieiks. 

While Spain was assuming the cliaractcr of mediator between the 
two contending parties, there had been so little good fuitli on her 
part, that the Hpaiiish governors and commanders in the West 
Indies and America were aware of Ihe iiileuded declaration of war 
before it was made known in Europe. The infaul setlUments of 
].uuisiana were as yet attached to those of West I'lurida, ajid though. 
HS we huve already said, they liud submitted to the Americans iu ibe 
preceding year, the submission hud been but temporary, mid Briliih . 
troops had been since then stationed there to preserve their oik' 
gtancc. The moment, therefore, that Don nemando dc Galvei, Ui' J 
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Spanish governor or Lauisiana, board of the declaration of war with 
Ureal Britaic, bo procluinied the independence of America hj beat of 
drum, and hanng alrcadj assembled his foi-ces, consiiiting of Spanish 
tr^lara, American Toluntetrs and negroes, at New Orlcsot, set out 
OD an expedition against the Britiah Brttluments on the Misai»aippi. 
So well had he laid all hia plans, that Major-General Cttmpl>el!, who 
d at Pensacnlu, was not awai'c of dangler even tbreatetiiug 
port of tbat province, until the Spauiard waij in 
'it. Witli the wmu addrem and expedition he succttrdijd 
in Ulutig a ro;a] iitoop which was Btatiotu-d on Lake Fontchai'troiu, 
uB wi'U ua wvcrol vcsscht ladc-n with provisions and ncccsaaries fui 
the British troops. la this manner were Baton Rooge and Fori 
Pajunnre, near Natchcx, lakeo, and a few months later Mobile ; and 
for the hooonr of the Spanish general it must be told that, in all his 
cnceewes, hia conduct was marked by good faith, humanity and 
kindness. By the eud of the year 1779, Pensocula was the only post 
of Wnt Florida remaining to the British. 

lo the meantime, events of some importance bad been occurring in 
tbG West Indies. The island of Dominica had already been taken 
from the Britiih by an expedition from Martinique, when the 
English and Fmith fleets, which respectively soiled from Boatou 
■nd New York on the same day, reached the West Indies. The 
British Beet first orriviug, proceeded immediately against St. Lucie, 
which «ii> taken, *pit(! of U'Estaing'g attempt lo retain it. On it> 
•umndrr, th<i Fri-nch Bevt retired to the harboor of Port Royal in 
Uortiui^uu. Tlie fleets of the Fi-encb and English were about eiiua.1, 
and lh» latter iwed every means in their power to bring about a 
iMTa) engagement ; but D'Estaing was not to be provoked to action. 
Ilk imperturbability waa tmaccauntablv, excepting that he wan iii 
dwlf cxptctation uf reinforcements. Ilciuforccmcnts came, but noE 
alone for ibo French— Admiral Rowley joined the British tquadran 
•bool tlw Mme time, with several ships of war. The noxious climalu 
ef Sb Lncic, howcrer, having caused a terrible mortality in the 
BriiUl dvopo. Admiral Byron left the iilund to convoy a numerous 
AmC nt mervhaotmcn to England, and D'Estung tent out a dclach- 
wtBKt against St. Vinomt'a, which waa forrenderGd at once without a 
ilwt V i^g Sml. I^rge reinforcii'mcnta again arrived from France, 
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and D'Ealaing, dow willing cnnugh far action, proceeded against Qm 
island of Oranadu, with a fleet uf lix-and-twentj ships of the Uae, 
njth frigotes, and 10,000 load forces. The whole defenco of the 
island was lees than 1,000 men, and its solo Htrcng-th cotisbted in a 
fortified hill, which commanded the capital, St. Ocorge, its forts and 
harbour. The island had just surrendered after a btoodj dcfeooe, 
when BjTon relorned, and hearing of the loaa of St. Vincent's and 
the attack on Granada, proceeded at once to the latter place, thongh 
hia fleet was now considerably' weakened bj Ihc convoj be had sent 
to England. To bia diaappointment, the French flog n-os flving on 
the fort OS he came within sight of the island. An engagement 
however took place, bat of an indeciBive character, and the English 
fleet, greatlj' damagod, retired to St. Christopher's to repair- 
Soon after the»e evonta D'Estaing, leaving the Wcsl Indies, pro- 
weded ta the coast of Ocorgia with twenty-two ships of the line. 
The strong position which the British forces bad so easily gained in 
Georgia and South Carolina, was not only distressing in its preaeat 
effect, but alarming with regard to its probable couscquencM in i1m 
American struggle. The scene of action was almost oqt of th* 
reach of the main army and the seat of council, while the British 
marine force afforded decided advantages to their troops in a countiT 
bordered by the sea, and chequered with inland navigation. To all 
appearances the subjugation of the Southern States was almost com- 
plete. The most serious apprehension prevailed, and it wa« deter- 
mined to bring, if possible, the French fleet into nselnl opcratJon. 
As yet America had derived no essential service trnm her PrEoeb 
allies. The attempt on Rhode Ishind hod been productive of vipensr, 
danger, and loss, without the slightest benefit. The mi>*chicf and inmn- 
venience to the southom provinces had been permitted withont the 
slightert interference. As regarded the whole conduct of the Pnmd 
commander, the Americana had the utmost oauao for disaaliiifscCiaaE 
they had supplied and equipped his fleet at Boston, only to ontUe 
him to abandon tbnr southern coasts at the moment of their grtataift 
danger, and when the tcuiure of Savannah and Georgia opeoKl th 
whole Carolinas to the British. Finally, the Americans complaiBsd 
that while the French were enriching themselves Id the "WtH 
Indies, Uiey wire led to bear all the burden of the nar, t»- 
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Irary lo tlie stipulatious of the treutj. The Aniericans compkineii 
bitterly. 

Immedialplj-, therefore, after the aetion before GnuiBda, and in 
c anBequcncc of tbia disBaliB&ction, D'Est&ing received orders from 
home lu lender some ewential Eervice to his allies. He was firstly 
conuuaiidtd to free the Baulbern colouics from their present daagi-r, 
by the d(slractioQ of the small force nnder Frevost ; and secondly, to 
co-operate with Waiihingtoti in a simullAUeoUE attack by laud aud 
water on New York. 

At the end of August, iJ'Estaiiig stood for the coast of Georgia 
■witl twenty-two sliips of the line, and news being sent to General 
Liuculn at Churlesloti of his approach, no lime was lost in prcpanDg 
for an attack on Savannah. Ah if in good aaguiy of their success, 
llw Frrncb ttect, by its Budden appearance on tlie coait, surprised 
and caplured some British vessels, laden with proviuons. Lincoln, 
iu the meantime, reinforced by several North Carolina regiments, 
dc*palch«d by Wnsbtngton to the south, and by the militia, which 
nuKhed uat in great numbers, hastened to Savannah, which, greatly 
tu the lurprise and dispkasurc of the American gcueml, II'Estoiijg 
kiid summoned to sunfiider "lo his most Christian Majesty of 



ProiusI, on the first' rumour of tho danger which awaited him, 
■uinmaned tu Savannah the greater part of the British forces (torn 
Von Uoyai and other places ; and removing the shipping higher up 
tbc river, dcstmyed the batlcric* on the isknd of Tybec, and put ihe 
eiqr in a rapid stat« of di-fente. In reply to U'Estaing*! sununons of 
Mmmdcr, PriTOst, wfaode eupcctt-d reinforcements hod not yd 
urivMt, reqncttcd a suspension of hoslilities for four'and-Cweuly 
boon, to which D'EsIaing agreed, who not having, as yet, formed a 
jWMitiim with UiD American forces under Lincoln, knew not Ibe im- 
portaDCO and neoewty of on immediate attack. Within tlic four-uid 
Iwwty houn the reinforecroenU arrived. Three chcere, which rung 
btm one end of tlic town Iu the other, welcomed them, and PrcvosI 
kodficd D'Efttaing the following day that be wuu!d deftud thi.' place. 

FuliuLi with his legion, and Lincoln with 3,000 men, proceeded to 
h^lg«tUt«w9,withregubirRpproaches. On tbcSltbof September 
lteiil(«MBi]iieiiced| lyEstaing grew impatient of ihctc opi-raliuus, 
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and at midnight, between tho 3rd and 4tli of Oclober, a heavy bom- 
bttrdmcnt, which lasted for fire dajs, was eommcnced. The effect of 
thii ft-lt mostly upon the towii, n'bere, besides the dcstructioa of 
houses and people, women, children and negrues were tbe greatest 
KuffiiTers. Pl'C-voati touched by the BuSeringa of these defenceless 
people, whose distress aod danger wero iDcreased hy the number of 
burning hoiues, wrote a letter to D'Estaiog, reqneetiog permission 
to send thum down the river in vesaels intmetcd to the cui'c of the 
French, there to await the reauU of the siege, acquainting him that 
his own wifb and bmily should be the flrst to profit by tbii per- 
mission. For three hours the discharge of cannon and shells was 
contioucd, and then a refosal, signed both by Lincoln and D'Kstaiog, 
was relunicd. 

The siege promised to be tedious, and D'Estaing's patience 
worn out. The obstructions in the narrow part of the channel 
ventod hb fleet from approaching the shore ; and he now bo 
afraid that one of (hose hurricanes cooimon to this season mi^rt 
diivc it out to sea, or it might be attacked by the Britioh while w 
many of his guns and troops were otherwise employed. Full of 
impatient fears, he insisted upon tho town being carried by aauwlt ; 
and on the 9th of October, two columns, the picked men of both 
armies, were led to the assault by D'Estaing and Lincoln. It was a 
Gital step ; by a strange mintake, the attack that was 
fbttr in the morning was dclajcd till broad daylight ; and 
garrison directed their guns with fatal aim upon Uio ad>'ai 
assailants. Some of tlie ou(«r works were taken, but the 
fborAil carnage marked every step. At length, Pulaski, at lbs 
of hi* Ic^on, was mortally wounded, and the Americoiu 
D'EMaing reoeivrd two wounds, and tho French were rvpulacd 
great slaughter. 

The loss of the French and the Americans was about 1,100, 
the British only ftfty-flve. On the 16th the siege was raiaBd, 
D'Estaing, as aoan as he could ro-cmbark his troops, sot sail for 
W«at Indies. Lincoln returned to Charleston, and the militia wsn 
disbanded. It was the meat disastrous attempt which bndbmo nad* 
during the war. This second lUlura at e(co]>eration witli the Fimb 
caused still greater diaaatisbutiou. 
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Among others ^dioTell at SaTumafaTwas that Sergeant Jttiper iHio 
had dibtmgiiiahed himadf so gaDantlj in the defence of Fort Mooltrie, 
on Solliran's Iiland, in 1776. Mooltrie's regiment had been pre- 
•ented with a stand of ookmrs, by a Mrs. EUiot, embroidered by her 
own hands ; and Jasper, as a reward of his own individnal merit, had 
reedred a handsome sword from GoTemor Rntledge. Daring the 
assavlt of Savannah, two officers having been killed in endeavonrin^ 
to plant these oolonrs, and a third wounded, Jasper seised them and 
was in the act of planting them, when he too fell mortally wonnded. 
Pnlaski, sererely wonnded, was carried on board a vessel for 
Charieston, but he died on the way, and was boned beneath the 
waves. Fnneral rites were performed at Charleston, and aU America 
mourned for him who had been one of the tmest and bravest 
supporters of her cause. 

The appearance of D'Estaing on the southern coast suspended all 
active operations at New York, in the apprehension of a formidable 
concerted attack by sea and land, from the combined French and 
American forces. Washington also, on his part, expected this co- 
operation, and had prepared himself for it by calling out the militia 
of the northern provinces; it being supposed by all parties that 
Savannah would soon surrender, and D'Estaing then proceed north- 
ward. Clinton took active measures for the strengthening of New 
York, and so momentous was the crisis considered, that the troops 
were withdrawn from Newport, in Rhode Island, as well as fitmi 
Verplank's and Stony Points, all of which were thus again suffered 
to hl\ into the hands of the Americans. When, however, it was 
clearly ascertained that D'Estaing was gone. Sir Henry Clinton, 
relieved from any apprehension regarding the north, set sail for 
Savannah with 7,000 troops, 2,000 of whom were American loyalists, 
while the same number remained behind under Kniphausen, who 
held New York with a powerful garrison. The militia of the 
northern provinces was disbanded ; and Washington, anxious for the 
future, and disappointed and disgusted by the conduct of his alliesi 
went into winter-quarters near Morristown. 

Althoo^ the American efiforts at naval war&re were now con* 
sidermbly diminished, owing to the increased vigilance of the British 
squadron, and to want of frmds on the part of the colonies; still 




many urned tcmcU, Ejoth public and private, were on the aeai, and 
ft oooidderablc amount of the French loan was cuiilojcd in the fitting 
out of cruisiaa in the French ports. 

It triiB in the autumn of tlm year that the renowned sea-fight, 
took place, wlxich made the name of Paul Jones one of terror 
British seas. Paul Jones wus a native of Stutland, who emigral 
to Ameriea, made money and in 1773 Bettlt-d in Virginia. On th^t] 
breoking oat of the war, he was one of the first officers commissioned 
in the American nary. He cruised in the West Indies, picked up 
many prizes, and showed on all occaAioDs great boldncaa and addnte. 
In 1777 he was cent to Prance, and there appointed to the command 
of a Frcneh ship under American colours. The next year, cmiaing 
on the coast of Great Britain, from the Land's End to Solway Frith, 
vhere as yot the American tlog had never Teoturcd, he mode a 
descent on tlie Scotch coast near Kirkcudbright, and plundered the 
house of the Earl of Selkirk, where, tradition says, ho had once 
lived as servant, and a second by night on tbe Cumberland const, at 
Whitehaven, where be spiked the guns in the lort, and bumad one 
or two vessels. For a wholo summer he kept the north-western 
coast of England and the southern coast of Scotland in a contiDUoI 
state of alarm, and mode his name one of terror. The next year be 
returned to cruiso on the eastern coast, no toitgor with a single dupr 
but B squadron, manned by French and .Amcricaos, This squadron 
dltcd of the Bonhommo Richard, of forty guns, which be himself 
uidbd, the Alliance of thirty-six, the Pallaa, a frigate of thirty- 
I. and two other smaller vessels. Cruising with thece ships, he 
fidl in with a British merchant-Sect, on its return trom the 
under convoy of Captain Peotson, with the ScrapLi, of forty- 
guns, and a smaller frigate ; and one of the most desperate 
engagements on record took place off Flomborough Ueod. 
seven o'clock in the evening, Paul Jones in the Bouhomme Itiehsnl. 
engaged Captain Pearson in the Scmpis, the ships advancing neom 
and nearer, until at length tbuy drupped alungaidu of each other, 
head and stem, and so dose thst the muixk« of tlu) guns gnlad. 
In this close ooutftct the action cuutinued with the greatest fury till 
half-post ten, during which time, Jones, who had the 
moD, vsinly attempted to boonl, and the Serapis was set on Bre t«a>a 
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twelve times. Every time the fire wu exHn^uishcd, till at length, a 
•artridgc of powder t4kkiiig fire, a great nombcr of ofBccre and men 
killfd. After a desperate and last atlcmpt tu board Paul Jones, 
O^itaia PpRison hauled down liis colours, two-thirds of his men 
Ming kiUrd or wounded, and his main-must gone by the board. The 
Jonhomme Richard was in little better condition, for, to add to her 
Biitfartuaes. the Alliance coming up in the darkness and confosiou of 
the night, and miitaking her for the cnemj, had fired a broadside 
into her, not discovering his error till the glare of the burning 
fierapiii bod revealed it The next day, Paul Jonet was obliged to 
quit hia «hip, and she sank at sea almost iramediatelji with, it is Baid, 
great nnmberi of the wounded on board. Of the 376 men whom she 
carried, 900 were killed or wounded. The Pallas captured the 
CoantcM of Scarborough, and Jones, on the 6th of October, suceceded 
carrying his shattered vessels into the waters of the Tcxcl.* 
The gtooin which ovcriqircad the public mind at the close of tlii* 
had ill arigin In man; causes, not the least of which was the 
ippoilitiiieiit arising from the French alliance. Not alone liad the 
been uaclesa to the republican cause, as far as their own 
rent, hnt this alliance with a powerful nation, &am which 
great advantages were cspocted, bad disposi-d a cousidemble 
ioii of the American public to sink into an apathetic state, 
Itiflg, aa it were, for athcis to do the work; and now that 
(■then hod not done it, they were depressed and almost hopeless 
CMwe itMlf. This dctpondencj and apathy alarmed the 
patriots, and Washbgton and the other leaders called upon 
iia satiini in the moat earnest and solemn manner to rouse fh>m their 
latkargy, and tnut neither to chance nor to strsngers, but lo their own 
«xnti<m* for the establiahment of their rights. Thcru was bat little 
nspotue to llic appeal ; the very armj' itself seemed affected by the 
Uthargic torpor of I he public mind.t 

Another cause of aniiuty and distrexs we have already alluded to. 
Thia wna tha depreciation of the paper currcucy. Al the close of 
this J€mr a dollar in specie could scarcely be obtained for forty in 
biUa. Bat the very paper was fiuctuating in value. Ilcuco a set of 
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men umc, who, specnlsting on thij cmroncj, amanacd immense 
wAIth, while honcat men and the nation itself were reduced to 
beggary. One canBe of the depredation of tho American paper at 
this time, was the disgraeeM foet Ihat England herself turned forger, 
and sent otcf immense quantities of spurious bills, so well imitated 
03 scarcely to be distinguished from the true, and which her emissa- 
ries distributed through the country, causing the utmost distress and 
confusion, and the recall of several issues of American paper. 

Very different wiw tho sintc of lUings in England. Spite of her 
having lo cany on war at tbis time both willi France and Spain, 
and though several of the European natioos joined in an " armed 
neutralitj- " against her. renewed exertions were made nt the close of 
this year for prosecuting the war with Ibe colonies. Eighty.five 
thousand marines, and 35,000 troops, in addition to those already 
engaged, were voted by parliament for the foUowing year, logetlier 
with the enormous sum of five millions for carrying out this service. 

Admiral Arbuthnot had been sent from England in the «pring 
with reinforcements, but did not arrive at New York till .\ugiwt. 
In December, hie fleet conveyed Sir Hcnrj- Clinton and his 7,000 
troops to the south, end after a (emptstuous voyage, hmdcd them at 
Tybce Island in Savannah harbour, ou tho last day of January, 1780. 

Tho winler of 1780 was extremely severe} tho Unditon and the 
harbour of New York were (haen over. Tho garrison and the 
inhabitants, cut off fWnn their usual supplies by water, sn&rad- 
cstrcmcly flvni the great scarcity of foul and frceh provudona. In llw 
expTotation that Washington might cross the ice for a general attaok, 
the whole population wb« put under arms, and the so-called ■' Hoard of 
Associated Loyaliils" formed for the defence of the city. But Wath- 
ington was in no condition to undertake such an ettttrprisc. Rti 
entire force did not exceed 10,000 men^a smaller number than 
composed the garrison of New York ; many were militia, whoso tina 
of enlistment was expiring i and though congtvss biul called upon tha 
stalca lo send in their qnotns, so as to form on army nf 3A,000 men, 
ibis WAS not done. KeoruitK oould only ba obtained on inr umtil 
booaties, which canted grval diasatisftiction to the old soldicn 
enlisted for the war. Indeed, as regarded the whole statu of tha 
.Imcricui uiny, nothing could bti m 
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■ent to coDgi— tbii %pnDg,ii wss nid« ''the tarmj was fiw numths 
VDpud ; it Beldooi had move than six days' prtmaioa in adTanoe, and 
waa am aereral wraanna, fior anndiy aoooeasive daj^ without meat ; 
it wia deadtate of fioiage; the medical departmoit had neither sugar, 
tea, chocolate, whie^ nor spirits; ereiy dq^artmait waa without 
money or eren the diadow of credit.'^ 

Such was the gloomy p rospe c t in the North ; in the South it waa 
eren worse. Aa aoon aa the tnuuports, which had safeed aeToely 
in tiie Toyaget were refitted at SaTannah* Sir Heniy Clinton em- 
bafked, and proceeding to Charlestoo, landed his troopa on St. John's 
island, and afterwarda took possession of St. Jamea'% the same 
islaiida, lying at the month of Qiarleston harbour, whidi we have 
already mentioned in General Prerost's expedition* The intention 
being to Uockade the town, the British army gradually advanced 
through the islands to the mainland- SeTeral weeks were spent in 
this occupation, and Lincoln employed the same time in strengthen- 
ing and completing the fortifications. Governor Rutledge was 
invested with dictatorial powers, and slaves were impressed to labour 
at the works. The neighbouring militia was called upon, but the call 
was not obeyed, the plea being that no man dared to leave his home, 
fearing an insurrection of the negroes, and their desertion to the 
enemy. In this emergency it was earnestly recommended by some 
to raise 2,000 negro troops, to be purchased at a certain price from 
their owners, and emancipated when the war was over. But this 
plan was not agreed to, though it may be mentioned here that many 
negroes served in the war of the southern states, with great credit as 
soldiers, and received their freedom in consequence. 

The British operations before Charleston were rapid and successful ; 
the success both at Savannah and Charleston being attributed m 
great measure to the skill of the British engineer Moncriet General 
Lincoln depended upon four American and two French frigates for 
the defence of the harbour; but in defiance of these, the £nglish 
ships crossed the bar, and entered the harbour without loss or di£B* 
enlty. To prevent the enemy from ascending Cooper's KH-er, 
between which and the Ashley River Charleston stands, a number 
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of merchftot vcaaeU non uscleas nere EUiik. Taking, however, ftdvan- ' 
tags of wind and water, the British admiral hariiig □Tcrconic these 
obsUuleB, passed with but trifling loss the heavy batteries of Fort 
Motiltric □□ Sullivan's Island, which had atreodf bccumc so celebrated 
for tUc obstiDotc and successM defence made against the attack of 
Sir Peter Parker. As yet the coinmuniciitioa with the country 
north of Coo[>er'8 lUter was kept open by two regiments of horM, ^ 
stationed about twenty miles above Charleston. These, hovrcmJ 
were surprised, dispersed and partly cut to pieces by a detachment t^M 
Bridsb cavalry, led by the enterprising Colonel Tarleton, and supv| 
ported by light infantry under Mujur Ferguson. By these means tha 
passes of Cooper's River were in the hands of the British, aod the only 
road for retreat was closed, and shortly afterwords, a largo reinforce- 
ment arriving from New York, the collected remains of the carolij J 
were again attacked, and again defeated by Torteton. 
Douutry north of Cooper's River was now occupied by the Britii 
and the investment of the town was complete. Step by step tl 
defences of Charlcslon had given nay. On the very day tliat tl 
cavalry were defeated, Fort Moultrie, threatened both by land a 
aca, Hurrcndered. The inhabitants losing oU hopo and c 
proposed to abandon the town, but lincola would only coi 
capitulation. On the Tth of May, therefore, he oponvd a 
pondeuoe with Sir Henry Clinton i but the terms which be prupo 
were rejected, as higher thau a commander in his condition had < 
right lo ask. Hostilitic* again commenced ; the British pushed tbsjl 
operations vigorously ] one outwork after another was gainc-d j 
iiod advanced to the very ditch of the tovm. A new negotiation w 
■jponcd, and the town surrendered upon the terms which n 
offered, and which were considered favourable, the British coa^l 
mand'TS declaring thenudtes wishful to coueiliate by clcmtacj. 
On May 12th, the garrison marched out with cosed colours ood 
•ilcnl drums, surrendering their amis as priaoners of war. Tbf 
continental troops and seamen were allowed to keep their baggngn, 
but were to remain prisoners of wur until exchanged i the mililia 
were diamiracd ou parole, not to serve again in the war. Thd Briliob 
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'llio whole Domber of men in arms who were taken, exclusive of 
1,000 (Minen, amounted to J,611. More than 400 pieces of artilleiT 
wen also lost to the Americans, besides four frigates. 

b^nant-goFerDor nnd five of the council were included in 

lation, bat Gorernor Rutledge and the three other coon- 

d left the citj" before the investment was coniploli>d. 

• of rapid aacceases followed. Three expedilions were 

ImiDediately sent out— one towards the Savannah River ; another 

n important post colled Ninety-Six, 150 miles from Chorles- 

1 a third scoured the country between the Cooper and the 

, Butee Riven. The objeet of this last expedition, under Lord Com- 

'wallis, was to defeat a body of troops under Colonel Harford, on its 

I march to Chulenon. Burford, on receiving tidings of the Borrender 

of the town, retreated rapidly up the north-east bank of the S&ntee, 

but Tarleton in porsoit moved more rapidly than he did. By a 

Ibrood march of 103 mil(« in Hfty-foni' hours, he came up with him 

at Waxhaws, on the frontier of North Carolina, took his troops by 

o, attacked and completely defeated them, granting no quarter ; 

L and " Tsxlcton's quarter," in mc-mory of tho mcrcilc»a slaughter of 

L this day, has become a Carolina prorcrb. Burford and a very fbw 

I ooljr escaped, while the Brilifeh lost but eighteen. The celerity of 

a British eonquMt, the rapid speed of the cruel Tarlelon, who seemed 

■ a terrible ubiquity, spread a panic fear throngh the South. 

I The patriots Sed, and the great mass of the inhabitants rushed to 

I mort the royal troops and offer their allegianra to tho British crown- 

\ The reduction of South Carolina seemed so complete, that Sir Henry 

Cliotoa wrote to England that there were few men in the province 

who were not prisoners to, or in arms with, tho British fbrc^. 

"South Carolina is English again," said ho, in his exultation. 

The oonqoest of South Curolina thus accomplished, and the hot 
I vcathar coming on. Sir Henry Clinton began to moke arrangements 
tar hit ratim to New York, leaving Lord ComwalUs with 4,000 
tnopa to hold and extend his conquests. Before this was dune, how- 
ETct, the royal government was established oiid a mode of settling 
thM aSiin of this province adopted which hod long been rcccm- 
Btended in England to the British commanders in America. This 
was by eatablisbing such an internal force in eaob subjugated pro- 
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Ttnce AS should in a great ioca,siire tccurc its defence and itllegiaiuN^ 
snd suppress every tendtncj- to rcbeUion. Accordingly, proeli 
tioDB were issued pramisiog fuU pardon to all vtho would in 
dlatoly letiirn to their duty as British subjects. But no ncutnila 
were to be allowed ; evpry man who admitted himself to be a British 
subject must take up anas in support of the British governmenL 
All must be in readiness with their arms at a momcnt'ti notice ; they 
who had fitmilica mu^t form a militin for homo dufc-nve ; they who 
had noDe must serve in the ruyal forces any tix months 
ensuing twelve. Thus were citizens armed against citucons, andtha 
tncmburs of a fiunily one against another. The w< 
civil WOT were introduced i and this was to be done, said 
clunntion, "to drive out the rebel oppressors and all the 
war from the province." 

This system of intercolouiaJ subjugation was expected to work to 
efficiently, that Sir lloury Clinton returned to New York, ftil^ 
believing that a few nuioths would complete the subjection of this 
whole South, at leoet. So utrlain was the British couioiaudcr of the 
success of his plans, that before having Charleston be sent to bid the 
loyalists of North Carolina to gather in their crops and keep quiet 
till autumn, when llic British army would march to their ottistanctb 

While these ovrnts bad been oocurriiig in the Soath, the Amarican 
prospects in the North were by no meajis flatttriLg. llio Honour- 
able Board of Associated Loyalists, as they called themodvo^i 
organised at New York, jrassessed nt this time, among other 
annoyance to their countrymen, a considerublefleet of small privati 
and cruisers, which did great dsjnage. Their enI(<r]iri>M uv 
described as being bold and success^, their intimate knowledge of 
the ooosts, crcoks and villages giving them great advantage in their 
predatory cscnrRons. Many outrages and ezcesw «£!« uoDunittedi^ 
party-spirit and |>rivale hatred finding here occasions of ampto 
vcnge, which wai retorted whenever opportunity occnrroiL 
manner the at^oining coasts of the continent, espooially the ucorar 
parts of the Jerwys, became sceun of havoc and waste.* 

A fcw days pti'vious to the n^tum of Sir Henry Clinton, Osiunli 

• Anousl Rcgiitn. 



1 



I 



* 

m 

ittedi^ 

nthial^l 



(1779.) ACTION AT BPBQIQFIELD. 169 

Kniphanseii and Tryon, with 5,000 men, passed over by night from 
Staten Island to Elizabeth Town in New Jersey, being desirous of 
bringing Washington from his strong position at Morristown ; and 
the next day marched through a fertUe region, scattered parties of 
the country's milituk firing upon them wherever cover of any kind 
enabled them to lie concealed. As a little incident of the march, it 
may be mentioned that they burned a pleasant, peaceful settlement 
called the Connecticut Farms, with its little Presbyterian meeting- 
howe; and shot, through the window of her house, the wife of the 
minbter, who sat there clustered with her children. This cold- 
blooded action, like the Indian murder of Jenny M'Crea, excited the 
utmost indignation, and greatly increased the hatred which was felt 
towaids the British in those parts. 

From Connecticut Farms the army advanced to Springfield, where 
the American general Maxwell, with the Jersey militia, was strongly 
posted, on finding which, after a little skirmishing and burning a 
few houses, the British retired towards Elizabeth Town, beinj^ 
vigorously pursued all the way. On the arrival of Sir Henry 
Clinton, with his troops from Charleston, the attack on Springfield 
was again determined upon, and such movements took place among the 
shipping and such preparations were made, as led AVashington to sup- 
pose that the strong posts of the Highlands were about to be attacked. 
Accordingly he marched a considerable number of his troops in 
that direction, and again the British general hoped that Washington 
might be seduced from his impregnable camp. In the meantime 
General Greene, with Stark's and the Jersey militia, were stationed 
at Spiingfield, which lay at the foot of those very hills and defiles 
which constituted the strength of the country. A column of 6,000 
men marched upon Springfield, and a sharp action took place, not less 
than a hundred were killed on either side, and the village was set on 
fire. The sight of the flames, it is said, kindled New Jersey. The 
old spirit of the early days of the revolution was once more awoke. 
The British were pursued with such vigour that, passing rapidly 
through Elizabeth Town, they wtre glad to take refuge in Staten 
Island. 
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llEVOLUTIONAIiy WAB (continued), 1760. 

Sib Henry Clinton left Uio South, bolieving that the roTalutiona^ 
■pirit there was bo ncurlf i^ueUed that but Uttlo apprcheosion a 
b« felt regarding it. Aod as if to struDgthen this opioion, a deddad 
Tietorj was gained very suun by Lords Comwalli* and Kawdg 
(afterwards tho Earl of Jloira], over the combined American fi: 
Qiidcr Baron do Kalb and General Gales, at Camden. 

Generel Gates had been scut by Washington, with a strong fon 
from the North, for the relief uf tiio southern provinces. The leaM 
was unhealthy ; they marchud through a baireD and disaSectsj 

intry, were greatly in wont of food, and eating unripe pefti 
and green com which soon produced disease, their numbers v 
sadly weakened and thinned. In lie meantime Do Kolb, with th» 
Delaware and Maryland regiments, marching south with the solM 
object, suQcn-d equally, collecting their own supplies on the mnrch— 
lean catUc &om the canebrakce and Indian com, the only grain cC 
tliusc regions.* 

Tho approach of Gates raised the hopes of the pBtriots of S 
Quoliua, and Colonel Sumti.'r, who had fied with Ma partisan-band.''^ 
to North Carolina, on the kte triompUs of the British, retained 
with hii fearless followers und made successful attacks on the Bril 
poals; while Marion, another bold leader, issuing from the swunpi 
of the Lower Pedee with ■ number of only half-clad men, began ti 
attack their oatposia with ojaal Bueccss. These partisan -band 
having joined Gates, be adi'ORced from Clermont, about thirtcaa 
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milM distiint from Camden, on the 5th of Aognst, with the inten> 
tion of surprising the BritiBh camp ; while CorawalliB, who had, on 
his junction with Rawdon, assumed the command, was advancing 
from Camden with the design of surprising the Americans. The 
next morning hy hreak of day the two armies encountered each 
other. Although the Americans greatly outnumbered the British, 
Gates' militia, which were new to the field, on the first charge of the 
British bayonets threw down their arms a'ld fled. General Gates and 
Goyemor Casswell being fiurly carried off the field by the fugitives, 
whom they could not rally. In vain did the better disciplined and 
man experienced regiments of Maryland and Delaware sustain 
their ground with firmness, and even compel the enemy to retire } 
they too, being attacked in fiank and De Kalb their leader mo]> 
tally wounded, were broken and fled. The pursuit lasted lor twenty- 
eight miles ; every corps, says Hildreth, was scattered ; men and 
officers, separated from each other, fled singly or in small parties 
through the woods. The road was strewn with killed and wounded. 
Arms, knapsacks, broken-down wagons and dead horses scattered 
the road for many miles. Of the Americans, 900 were killed, and 
about the same number taken prisoners, many of whom were wounded. 
The British lost only between 300 and 400 men. 

A few days afterwards disastrous news reached Gates, and about 200 
men, the collected fragments of his late considerable force, now assem- 
bled in the Valley of Wateree in North Carolina, about eighty miles 
from the scene of their terrible defeat This was, that Sumter, having 
fled with his followers to the same district, had been pursued by the 
rapid and merciless Tarleton, in whose furious career more than half 
his cavalry had broken down. Coming with the remainder in hot 
speed upon the camp of the partisan leader, who, believing himself 
safe, had relaxed his guard, he had been surprised, his prisoners 
released, 300 of his own men captured, and 150 killed, while he him- 
self narrowly escaped with his life. 

The Carolinas might now be considered subdued, for no organised 
American forces remained within them. To make the subjection 
more complete, and to awe the spirit of insurrection which had 
shown itself on Gates' approach, Lord Comwallis adopted measures 
of extreme severity. Orders were issued to hang every man now 
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found in anni, who had farmorlj talcca British protection, end 
BPTcnJ 8ucb pi'Tsona having becD discovered among Sumter's fol- 
loTTcra, they ncre occordiaglj liungcd on the bpol. llie proper^ 
of (ill such OB hod left tile province to avoid the British rule, and of 
all that hold conimissioDs under congress, was declared to ho »cquc«- 
Irated, and Gadsden and forty othar of the principal inhabitants of 
Cbarlcstou, ■uepcGt4;d of having corresponded with their &icnda in 
arms, were put nndcr arrest and sent prisoners to St. AugUaline. 

These extreme measures, however, failed of their intended purpose. 
A reaction, as was sure to be the case, followed. The people, wbo 
hod been awed into subjection, were now wtaspcrftted ti 
Muriuii again had a, nigged but foruiidalile band under hi 
among the swamps of tbo Pcdee. and Sumter prcsentlf collected 1 
new force with which ho horoa^d the north- western districts, andjh 
which he was aided bj* voluiilcurs from the mountuins. Both it 
now oonimissioued as generals, and a gueiilk warfare wai kept B 
by thi-ni.' 

Nor WHS the publio rcaetion eonfincd only to tho men 
the women of Sooth CaruUna into heroism. They gloried iu 
called " rebtl-ladies,'' nifustd their presence at the »«aiei 
offered them by the conquerors of their cities, and occupied t 
■elves iDSlead, in visiting and relieving Ihc suffcritiga and want* a 
the wounded soldiers, and encouraged their husbands, soni^ | 
brother!, still to bo " rebels," and die, if it must be «o, rather tl 
■uhmit to tho British. Nur wok this noble patriotism confined U 
to the South. Mrs. Willord assures us, elcquenlly, that patn 
glov [hI io the hearts of women throughout all parts of the coantn 
and that Iht-y diaplaj-cd great activity in collecting mal 
making elothea for the soldiers. In Philadelphia, a society for t 
puipuEv was formed, at tho head of which was Moi'tha Wonhingt 
tho Hifo of the commander-in-chief. All this wns aa it should b 
but not more Ituui we have a right (a expect from the daogbttn f 
a purvutuge so worthy as was that of many an American. 
vtuih's Ust blood was in their veins. The daughters of those pil^ 
BotUon who IcA thsir native hind to establiih puree and a 
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Christian homes in the American wilderness, could not so belie their 
ancestry as to £ul in the charities of womanhood. 

But we now come to a dark passage, which forms a strong con- 
trast to the patriotism of the above. 

The utmost gloom hung over the American afi^drs in the North. 
France had once more, it is true, under the influence of La Fayette, 
who now returned to America, sent over a fleet and a considerable 
number of troops, to co-operate with the republicans ; but nothing 
as jet had been done. 80 doubtful indeed did it appear, towards 
the autumn of 1780, whether the army could even be maintained for 
another campaign, that Washington was anxious, while he had yet 
any forces under his command, to strike some dedsive blow, and he 
accordingly proposed to Count de Rochambeau, the French general, 
who lay with his troops at Newport, to make an attack on New 
York. In order to concert this proposed plan, Washington went to 
Hartford, and during his absence a scheme of treason, in the very 
bosom of the American camp, came to light, which fell like a thun- 
derbolt on the country, and which has so much interesting detail 
connected with it, that we must be allowed to give it somewhat 
fully, and in doing so we will principally follow the excellent 
American historian Hildreth, and the Annual Kcgistcr of 1781. 

In September, a plot was laid for betraying the important for- 
tress of AVest Point, and other posts of the Highlands, into the hands 
of the enemy, the traitor being no other than Arnold, the most 
brilliant officer and one of the most honoured in the American army. 
Arnold, however, with all his fine qualities as a soldier, was a man 
of an overbearing and reckless spirit ; he had in many cases shown 
great want of integrity and disregard of the rights of others ; never- 
theless his valour and his many brilliant achievements had cabt his 
faults into the shade and placed him in command at Philadelphia. 
There, however, as we have already mentioned, his conduct had 
given rise to much dissatisfaction. He occupied the best mansion 
in the city, and lived in so expensive a style as to become involved 
in debt, to free himself from which he entered into mercantile and 
privateering speculations. This mode of living and these specula- 
tions led to tlio interference of congress, and the sentence of a 
reprimand from the commander-in-chief. His debts and money- 
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difficulties Miucd him to request, but iu vain, a loon 
French miniBlcr. llie somo causes had already led him ' 
B with Sir UeDiy Cliuloii, though how this 
commenced, oud tlu^ugh whom carried od, is oat known. When, 
however, bo was sutislicd that the trcaeheroua purpose he had in 
view would be Batisloctoiilj entered iiito, und in order to enable bim. 
U) accomplish it most elTectuitlly, he solicited from ^N'oshingtcn the 
commoud in the Highlands, aod Wosbington, who, spite of Arnold'* 
fkolts, bod coolidctiee in bim, and who was glad to show this after 
tbe humiliation he bod juat laid uiHjn bim, placed tiiat iniportanl 
tmst in his baQdn. 

The pevuliur circiunstocces of these highland strongholds 
crtsii must be borne in mind. The failure of the French lUct nitb 
regiird to the attaok on New York having overthrown all prospects 
of active operation on the side of the Americans for the pretent 
Benson, Wothiogton Etationed his army for the winter in lliesc very 
po«U, on each side of the North River, where, besides security, (btj 
had on opportunity of watching tbe motions of the Itritiiib uid 
repressing any incurnons from New York, la this BrrangcmeDt, 
the •trong and very important poet of West Point, with its ndgb- 
boiuing dopendencita aud one wiug of thu army, were intrusted to 
the custody and conduct of General Arnold. 

In order to arrange the terms of Ibu bargain, 
necessary with tome confidential British agent, and Mi^i 
vitb whom Arnold had already carried on a cormpondei 
iho feigned names of Gustavus and .\ndcrson, voluulcci'od for 
pnrpoic. The outlines of the project nere that Arnold should 
such a dispositjou of the wiog under bis command, as sliould t 
Sir Henry Clinton to surprise their strong putitii und butterici 
ihruw the troops so entirely into his bands that they must iuvvitiUy 
either lay down their arms or be cut to pieces on tbe apoU Nor 
wu thi* all i other coDsequcDccs followed: the remainder of Wadl- 
ington's army would thus be laid open to the joint attack of 
British forces both by land and water, so Itmt nothing itould 
for the American cause but slaughter, runt, dispersion an 
1 bbw, it was deemed, would bo iirevocabkk 
pendent of tbe loss of artillery, uagaiinea and stores, 
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dettruetioii of their disciplined troops and of their best officers must 
be immediately &tal. 

If a presentiment of woe iklls like a great clond over the sensitive 
and occult spirit at the approach of evil, we may well understand 
why the mind of Washington at this moment was overcast by gloom 
and apprehension. A few hours after he had gone to Hartford, 
under great depression and anxiety, the necessaiy steps were taken 
for the accomplishment of this stratagem of evil. The British sloop- 
of-war Vulture, with M^'or Andr^ on board, having already ascended 
the Hudson, and lying now some few miles below King's Ferry, a 
boat was sent off by Arnold at nightfall, which brought Andr6 on 
shore and landed him on the west side of the river, just below the 
American lines, where Arnold was waiting for him. It was morning 
before the arrangements were completed, and then Arnold persuaded 
Andre to enter the American lines and remain secreted all day in the 
house of one Smith, the person who had brought hi^i on shore. In 
the meantime the Vulture, having attracted the notice of the American 
gunners, had found it necessary to change her position, and probably 
from the dread of discovery, though the true cause has never been 
really known. Smith refused to take Andr^ back to the ship at night 
•s he hod engaged to do. 

On the second day, therefore, towards sunset, laying aside his 
uniform, which he had till now worn under a plain surtout, assuming 
an ordinary dress, and being furnished with a pass from Arnold, in 
the name of John Anderson, he set out on horseback, with Smith 
for a guide, and having passed through a remote part of the camp, 
and all the guards and posts, in safety, they crossed King's Ferry 
and spent the night with an acquaintance of Smith's. The next 
morning, the guide having conducted him safely across Croton liiver, 
left him to pursue the rest of his journey alone. He had now to pass 
through a district some thirty miles above the Island of New York, 
known as " neutral ground," a populous and fertile region, infested 
by bands of plunderers, called '*Cow-Boys and Skinners." The 
** Cow-Boys " lived within the British lines, and bought or stole 
eattle for the supply of the British army« The rendezvous of the 
** Skinners " was within the American lines. They professed to be 
great patriots, making it their ostensible business to plunder aU who 
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reAued to take the aa.th of allu(-iai)c« tu tho Stale of New York. Bat 
ttcy were ready ia fuct to rub auybody, and tlio cattle thus Dbtuined 
were often sold to the "C^w-boys," in exchange for dry goods brought 
from New York. By a itate law, all cattle drivou towards thi 
bcyoad a certain line were lawful plunder, and a. general authori^J 
WB8 given to arrest suspicious traveUers.* 

Iq paoiing through a place colled Turrytown, Andr£ 
by three young uit-n, John Paulding, David Williams and Isano 
Wert, oti tho look-out for cattle or travellers. His passport at Ritbi 
seemed to satisfy thum, and they allowed biin to proceed, lie had 
Dot, however, gone many yards, when one of them on recoUootioil 
was so forcibly struct by some peculiarity in the stranger's maaner 
or oountenauce, tbut he peremptorily iuaistcd on returning with bis 
cumpouions, and cxamiuing more strictly. This scuond thought on 
his part was fiital to Andr&. Andrf, not used to, or nut prepared 
for such on cQcouni«r>-or, as he himself said in hie lett<>r to Wash- 
ington, too little versed in deception to practiso it with any degree of 
success — offered his captors u considerable parse of gold, a valuable 
watch, or oaytbiug which they might aame, if they would suffer him 
to proceed to New York. 

llis utlers were rejected; ha was searched, suspicious papers wera 
found in llis boots, and he was carried before Colonel Jamison, th* 
commanding officer on tho hnes. The papers found upon Andrl, 
wiio still maintained the name of Anderson, a supposed inlinbitant of 
New York, were found to contain precise occountg of the slate of dts 
forces, ordnance anil defences of West Point and its depuoJvno^Li 
with the ai'tilli-ry orders, critical reuiarks on the works, Ihe ami 
of men on duty each day, together with interesting partii 
which hod been laid before a. council of war by the cumniandor-ii 
chief. Although these papers were in the handwriting of Ami 
Jamison, unable to believe that his commanding ofBoor was i 
forwarded them by express to Washington at Hartford, and 
prisoner to Arnold, informing him of his assumed name, his passport, 

d that papers of a very suspicious, character hod been found upon 
a various way*. Miyor Tal* 
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who bad been abienl, returning lit this moment, retained 
KAndr^, Lhtiu^h the letter went forward to Arnold, and the express, 
it the papers thcmselvca, sent to WoahtD^lofi, missed him on the 
, he being then on Ilia return to Hartford. Washington's 
ca-dc-camp, who preceded him, were iH^akioating with Arnold 
n Jamison's letter arrived. Pretanding that it was an immediate 
I^Mll to Tisit one of the forts on the other side of the river. Araotd 
tt from table, called his wife np alairs, told her aofficiont to throw 
1 fainting-fit, mounted a rcadj-saddled horse, rode to the 
T-Kidc, threw hunaclf into a barge, passed the foria, waving a 
handlicrchief by way of fluff, and ordered his boatmen to row for 
tlie Volture. Safe on board, ho wrote a lutter to Washington, 
iiiog that the love of his country had been the ruling principle 
t his life; but the main purpose of the letter was to ask protection 
V his wife, whom he declared innocent of what he hod done.* 
When Andre fowid that Arnold hod escaped, and that no means 
t drlivcry remained for himself, he wrote a letter to Washington, 
rawing his name and character. The imputation of treachery and 
la dread of appearing in the base light of a spy, appeared worse to 
him than death. Strange, that a noble nature, such as Andre's 
Dtiqimtionably was, had not perceived from the ftrat that the whole 
trannBotiun waa base, and that he was the tool of a second Jadua, 
The burden and shame, however, of the consequences of hia aat 
bowod him dawn to tho very dust, and he now besooght of Wash- 
ington that Co whatever (ate a rigorous policy might doom tiim, a 
decency of treatment might be observed vrhich should testify ibut, 
tfaungh unfortunate, he was branded with nothing dishonourabli', 
and that he was iDvolnntnrily on impostcr. Aiidre was examined 
before a board of officers, aiid upon the very story wfaieh ho himself 
laid ho wu pronounced a spy, and aa such was doomed to speedy 
rinth. 

Sir Itenrr Clinton used the atmost «fibrts to save him, but the 
manly and &ank behaviour of Andr£, and the amiable character 
wbieh ho bore, pleaded for him more than all these, or than the Icttt-r 
whiob Anwld wrolc to Washington on the oume nibjeot, tliiesl«ning 
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the several retaliation if the life of Andre wetc tolcen. The pablio 
Lear: sympathised with him, but martial juatico demanded his UTe. 
and hia last prayer that he might be shot mthcr than hanged was 
denied. And it was right au far, tliat if it be justifiable to take 
human life, aJid thia were a crime of which death was the penalty, 
the quality of the offender should moke no differenee ; on the coD' 
trary, perhaps, even in proportion as his nature was pure and 
generous, aa could there be the less excnse to him of a dull perceptual 
between a base and a noble action ; and the iutended treachery ofi 
Arnold waa base in the extreme. 

The day after the aenlcnce was passed, Oct. 2nd, it was carried 
into execution, and the dignity and composure of the criminal is said 
to have excited the ntraost admiration, while it melted all hearts. 
The sympathy which AndrE excited in the American amy, snys the 
British chronicler of this event, is perhaps unexampled under any 
circnmatancos. It was said that the whole board of general officers 
■hcd tears at the drawing-up and signing the report, and (hut oven 
Washington wept upon hearing tha circomstances of his death. All 
those about him treated hint with the most marked attention, witL 
the greatest kindness and the most scrupulous delicacy. 

There b a touching, patlios in the whole sod history, and ■ Mln 
dignity in the behaviour of alt parties, the offender and the offended, 
*hich elevate bmiuraity and ore deeply affecting to conlempl 
Nor as regarded Arnold, ihe willing Jndos of American liberty, 
this noble Christian dignity corapromiscd. Washington sent 
.\mold to her husband at New Yorii, who was himself nbligi<d 
confew his obligation to the commander iu-chief for the kindness and 
protection which sho bud received from him, oi well as the many 
obligations she was nnder to the gentlemen of hia tamUy. I'hv do) 
and baggs^ which he had sent for wero likewise forwarded 
bat Hs regarded all other matters, his letters and himself wen 
over without the smallest notice.f Somewhat later, bowtver, 
he had published an address to the inhabitants of America, 
upon them to " surtcndor to Great Ilritain, and to be no louger 
t4N)la and dnpvs of oangresa and France," liis name 
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placed hj the eiecutiTe power of PeDosylTunia at the bend of a ]ut 
of lea traitors, wbo were imninoneJ to eurreuder bj a given dnj, or 
to be «ulijected to &U the pains, penalties and forfeitures of higb- 
trewan. Beyond tliat, Arnold waa dead to the couutry; tlie ma^i- 
tudo of his ofleDce placed him below her recoguilion. For himself 
he receiTed £10,'jOO, aud woa mude a brigadier-geueruJ in tbe Bi^tiah 
arinj. He was alio autborieeil to raiee a corps of cavulrjr bud lufiuitrj 
among the diuUTvcted, who were to be clothed and fed like tbe otber 
Iiuupii in ihe BrilUb service, and lo wiioto a bomitj of ibrce g^uieaa 
per itiui wu gireo, bcdiilea payment at full ridue for lioraea, arma 
and tecoutreineDti. All these being intended as strong boita in 
oppoailiou to the dutress, want of paj, hunger aud nakedness of tlie 
republican armf. 

Ai TCgardtd the troacheiy of Arnold, Washington tixik immediate 
mcuaures lo protect bin camp and works from its conaei^ueiices; but 
it did nut appear that he bud any partj in the armj ; do defection 
fulluwed, aud (lie example tended prubabt; rather u a woniiug than 
olberwiie. 

During Ibew events in the nortii, tbe two bwtQe p«rtie« in the 
■uutb had not been inoctiTe. General Gates, who bad nut sustained 
in Soulli Carolina the reputation which bo gaiaed bj tbe anrrender 
of Burgoyne, was superseded bj Oeneral Qreene. Both Lee ancl 
St>>uben were ordered to the south, aa well aa Koaeiusko, who acted 
OB vngliieer. 

In September, Comwallia detAclied Colonel Ferguson to the 
fk«ntiet« of KorUi Ciirolliia, for the purpose of encouraging the 
lojaliat* tn take arms. A large number of tbe most proHigaie aud 
abandoned repwred to bis stnndatd, uud under the conduct of their 
leader committed utrocioui eicesses. This roused iJie oountrj'; tlie 
initiii* wrre out; and a furcc of mounted backwoodsmen, armed witli 
rifle* and their pTuTiilon at tbeir bucks, led by Sbeibj and Sevier, 
afterwards tint governors of Kentucky and Tennessee, and joined hy 
larioiu partiMH corps, marched against Ferguson, who wna advancing 
inward* the monntaina. On the Rrst tidings of this formidable force 
Ferguson Bed, pursued by 1,000 of the best mounted and surest 
marktrocti out of double that number; and so rapid was the flight 
hhI the pnnuil, that iu ihirty-aii hours the inouii tni nee r-hatk woods- 




men dismcontcd but once. Fergnson, finding escape impo««bls, 
chose a strong pocition at King's Jluuiituin, on the Cstawbee Itiv«r, 
Ihc boundary-line between Xorth and South Corolinn. Tlic nttnrk 
was furious and the defence exceedingly ohstinaie ; but, at lengtli, 
Ferguson being elitin, and 300 of his foUowcrti killed or wounded. 
Ihc Burvivors, to the number of 800, threw down their arms ond 
euirendcif d. Ten of the most obnoxious of these were imiucduitcljr 
bunged as troiton, an outrage which was soon richly retaliated. 
Afler this the backwoodsmeD retired as rapidly to their homes, and 
their victory, when trumpeted abroad, laiaed the sinking spmt of 
the South.' 

Again Marion and Sumter were in the field, and the abiquiloni 
Tnrleton, with hia rapid cavalry, wob dpspalchcJ first against uno 
and llien the other. Morion was driven back to his swnmpsi and 
Snmler, having joined with other partisan corps in bji attack on 
Fort Ninety-Six, defeated and look prisoner Mujor VSemyss, after 
which, having received intelhgencc through a deserter that Tarlfl 
and his troop were oat in pursuit, he took up a position 
stock Hill. Torlcton, uftcr a severe luas, was obliged t 
leaving Sumter severely wounded, and in possession of the field. T)w 
close of the year was now approaching, aod Sumter tK'ing oauveytd 
to a place of safety, hia followers dispcrfted. 

On liecembcr 2nd, Greene joined the American nrmy at ChArlottc 
and ufisumed command. He found the troops without pay, and tbnr 
clothing iu tatt«ra. There was scarcely a dollar in the luiUtarjr-chMl, 
and Bubsistenco was obtained by impressment j neverUielras b» 
cntert>d ol onn: on active operattonBi dclcmuning, however, mthcr 
to htUBSs the British army than, in the present weak condition of hia 
troops, to risk a gcncnd action. But it was not iLe army alono 
which was on the alert. AU the Bcalten>d seltlcmctila of ^\ hig* and 
Tories were in hostile array, and pursued each other with aIrkmI 
ravage fury. The excitable tc-rapenuncnt of the Sootii gave ca d 
■trnggle a roorclcrriblerhsraeter than it hod in the North, 
where were small parlio* unaer arms, nunte on one aide, BoaM 
other, deipwBlcly bent ou plunder ana blood. 
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Al the close of tliis year England was oatisSed with the progresa 
nhich her arms hiul mode in America ; no ground of any consequence 
wu lost ia the North, while in the South, Georgia wiis entirely iub- 
dued and the royal gorernment re-estsbliBhcd. The posseiuion of 
Charleslon, Augiisia, Ninety-Six and Camden, BuppDrtCTl by an 
•rmy in the fltld, tccored entire control over the populous and 
wealthy ports of South Carolina. North Carolina was full of Tories, 
impittiont to aeknowledge the British crown on the arrival of Corn- 
witUtit, Tlid thnw southern states were incapable of helping them- 
tclvev, and the North, exhausted and penniless, waa in no condition 
to help them. The colonies Kemed almost siaking under the occu- 
miUatKl prcastiro of this long- protracted strugijle. England, in the 
meaulimo, assailed by tlirec European nations, and sustaining a war 
ogoiiut two hemiaphereB, America and the East Indies, waa putting 
forth energies and voting lappliea ou the most immense settle, as if 
tht' very demand increased her powers of exertion. The siege of 
OibnJUr, under ita commander Elliot, was going on; great battles 
were foaght on the W(«t Indian and European soaa ; fleets and armies 
went to the East and to the West, and the new year conmienced 
with prepomtiims in all these various and remot« scenes of action for 
now enterprise, for new eflbrt. 

As rtfpinled America herself, Fnuiee, in addition to the troops 
uniUr llochambeau, icnt out n large fleet at the com men eu men t of 
this year, under the Count de Gnuse, which, after having perfonoed 
certain serried in the West Indies, was to co-gperalo with Itutham- 
bean and Washmgton on the coast of America. 

The *Mm of aBair«, however, was moat anxious and critical, and 
oalcnlaCed to create the most serious alarm. Although the etforia 
uJa during the past year, and the late successes in the South, had 
reriTcdtbc pnbliic spirit, still no ancient or permanent means had beiui 
pra*id«dforsupplying the ineieasing wants of the army. The country 
mwsil Bpon the brink of ruin. Nor con any situation be imagined 
mm pwaful than that of the American congress at this moment. 
Tlw tncinj had sdvanDcd into the heart of the country ; they 
kad Iflipenant militia operations to carry forward, but were wholly 
witfaoal money. Their hills of credit had so completely lost their 
Value, that they had ceased tu be a legal tender, and were not received 




even m pnyment of taxes. In this cmcrgeacy their agents, u 
already liad been done, were directed to borrow from Franc*, Spain, 
and Hotlund. They resorted to the unpopular measure of tttjation, 
the tax being apportioned among the several state guvernments, h]- 
nhose authority it waa collected ) and in order as mueh as possible t<> 
introduce economy and to prevent disorder, waste, or peculation, they 
appointed Robert Morris of Philadelphia as their treasurer, a m^^ 
whose pore inonils, ardent patrbtism, and great knowledge mM 
financial concerns, eminently fitted him for this important station. ^M 

'I'he zeal and genius of Morris soon produced the beat resnlll, 
A national bank was eatablished, wealthy individuuls were induced 
to deposit here their funds, and by bonvwing in the name of guvent- 
mcnt from thia bank, and pledging in return the taxes nut yet 
ooUecIed, he was enabled to anticipate ihem, and command a supply. 
Be tika made use of his own credit, which wOs good, and bills wore 
in circuLatiaa at one time, bearing his signature, to the amount of 
£100,(M)0. Franklin alut obtained a. loan of 4,000,000 of livres fi«ia 
the court of France, which likewise gave its guarantee tu Halland 
ibr a loua of 10,000,000. Spain refused to lend money unless tbo 
ruceived a monopoly of the navigation of the Mississippi, which % 
steadily refused-* 

So for a better prospect dawned, but before the cflcots wcm p 
oeived to any extent, an alarming revolt took place among botlil 
Ptansjlvanion and the New Jersey troops, the causes of whioh « 
the exact terms of their culiatmouti and the want of n 
The PcmDjlTonian troops, to the number of 1,300, abandoning tl 
damp, eommcnocd their march to Princetown, whor« eongrca m* 
tatting, that they night lay their grierauccs before it. On their way 
they wvr« met by emissaries from Sir Henry Clinton, who wished td 
entice them into the British scr^'ice ; but indignant at this attonpl 
to corrupt their fidelity, they seized their tempters and gave thcon Vf 
to General Wayne to he punished as spies. At Prinoclq 
were met by a committee from congn as, which, fcoritiC fl 
this revolt at this moment, relieved their no 
■Uowad soch as claimed their discharge on a IhrM J 
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I, which most of ihcm ilid. To their credit, however, 
%■ ftMUf flut when oScred a reword for upprcbcnditig tlio British 
smfaMiln, they nobly refused it, Baying, they wanted no reward for 
doing their duty to their coDiitry against her encmieB. The revoltera 
in New Jersey did not, however, come off «o well. Washington, 
determined to put a stop to further insubordination, despalchcd at 
once A force on which ho conld rely, frum Wi-si Point, under Colonel 
Ilowe, which mddenly aurroundiug the camp of the insurgents, 
compcUed them to submission, and two of their U'adurs being tried 
by courl-roartiai and shot, there was no more revolt in the army. 

In Octub«r of this yeor. General Leslie sailed from New York, 
with 3,00U men, to reinforce Lord Cornwullis, and Iny for some time 
at PortBtnoQtb on the CbeKupeakc, to be in rendineas againiiC North 
Carolina. On the news, however, of Ferguson's defeat, he proceeded 
to Charleaton, and «bortly ader— in fuct, at tho vcTy commencement 
uf ITtil— Sir Henry Clinton despatched the traitor, now Brigadier- 
General Arnold, to occupy I'ortiimodth and to make a divctsion in 
Virginia, not doubting but that [ho force of lua name and character 
would attract great numbers to the British itandard. The force under 
Arnold amounted to about 1,700, most of them loyailsls. a small 
torp% at 2IK) having bfien rained in New York by Amolil liiniuelf, 
together with a considerable number of armed vessels. Arriving in 
the Chi-Hpcake, and leaving a sullicipnt force at Portsmouth, Arnold 
Mcmdcd the Jumca Uiver, and commenced a series of ravages on tha 
nnprotoctvd M-ttlementi Governor JcScrson called out the mihtio, 
bnt the white pnpniation were so wanly and scattered on their distant 
ploulations, and were so mucli oeeupiad in keeping their slaves in 
MdnT, that the call was hardly obeyed, 200 only appearing for the 
irtenix of Itichmond. the capitaL 

Arnald entered wilhont opposition, and immediately commenced 
to dntniy tho pnbUc itorea, aa well a« many pablic and private 
traildinga, after which be retired to Portsmouth, which lie fnrliflcd 
and made his heod-quartera. A plan in tho meantime wiia f^irmcd 
by Woahingtou to capture him and Lis army. 1m Fayelle wus eent 
down into Virginia, and at tliv earnest request of Waahington, tho 
Frvnrh Bc«t stationed at Abode Island, with a number of French 
iTtNipa on board, Miiled to co-operate with him. llie British, how- 
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M'or, being ttpprised of thij project. Admiral Arbnthnot sailed from 
Gardiner's Hay in Jjoag Island, where ho bad lain wilb hia squadron 
all the winjcr, attacked the French fleet olf the eapes of Chesapeake, 
and compelled it to return to Rhode Island. The British squadroD 
entered the Chesapeake, and sllortly after, a reinforcement of 2,01)0 



1 being sent from Nov 
himself, waa delivered from i 
him of faUing into the t 
frigQlcs naccnding the rivci 
nil the tide-water counties. 
Potomac, reached Mount Vi 
inglcm, whoso manager, tc 
fiupplicd a quantity of pniv. 
Aueriean conmiBiideF-iii-ohiei n 



"ortsmonth, Arnold, happily for 
;nt peril which hod thieatr^i^ 
19 countrymen. ITie British 
nin, levied contributions upon 
f these vessels entering the 
home and plnalation of Wash- 
) buildings from destruction, 
»tly to tb« displeafiiuT of tlu 
u u^ heard of the fact.* 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE REVOLUTION ART WAR {continued), 1781. 

With the commencement of the year all parties in the South pre- 
pared for war. On the Ist of January, Lord Comwallis left his 
camp at Winnsborough, intending to advance into North Carolina 
and interpose between Greene and Morgan, who were now actively 
on the alert, and against the letter of whom Tarleton had been 
despatched, with orders to " push him to the utmost/* Greene, at 
the head of 1,000 men, was encamped at the confluence of Hick*s 
Crec-k with the Peedce, while Morgan, with the same number, had 
been sent westwai'd by him to guard the passes of the Pacolct river. 
On Tarleton's approach Morgan retreated ; Tarleton crossed the 
river, and the pursuit began. The situation of Morgan was perilous, 
the enemy was behind him, the Broad River before him, to cross 
which was impossible. But Morgan, the stout quondam wrestler 
and teamsman, was not easily daunted ; on his right lay a hilly 
district which might afford him protection ; choosing, therefore, his 
ground hastily, he drew up his men in order of battle, at a place 
called the Cowpens, about three miles south of the boundary of 
South Carolina. The forces were about equal. Tarleton was con- 
fident of victory ; Morgan also intended that the day should be his; 
about half of his troops, however, were South Carolina militia, under 
General Pickens, new to war, and therefore little to be relied upon. 
Tht-se he placed in the van, while the continentals, on whom he could 
depend, were posted in an open wood, and the cavalry on a slope in 
the rear. As ho expected, the militia gave way immediately before 
the impetuous attack of Tarleton ; the British troops shouted for 
rictory, and rushed forward in pursuit, but then the real struggle 
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of Oio fight commenced. The continentalB, too, hatl rctrojjrailtd for 
D momcQt before Uie rapid adrouce of the Dritish, who, mistaking 
Uiis far retreat, rushed forward in some confusion, and the next 
moment a deadly fire from the Americaos, ivho had isaddenly faced 
about, turned the British pursuit into flight; ond whik these rapid 
movements had been taking place, the American cavahy comio); up 
dttided the fortune of the day. The ground was in an inslnct, as it 
^rere, covered with killed and wounded. Tarleton's whole force wu 
complettlj routed, llie British lost 400 in killed and wounded, 
white 500 prisuners, with a large quantity of baggage, and 1001 
diugoon horses, fell into the hands of the Americans, whose Iom wh^I 
less than eighty men. ^ 

Imroediatelj on the netvs of this unexpected disaster. Lord Corn- 
wallis, then on the lift buiik of the Broad River, despatched a port of 
liij army, disencumbered of bnggoge, in the hope of intercepting 
Jlorgaii before be could pass that river, and recovering, at least, the 
priaoners ; but Morgan, ever ncdve, and aware of his probable danger, 
puiJied on witliout loss of time for the fords of the river, which he 
was fortunately able to cross two hours before the von of the cn^nj 
uppcared on the opposite bank, and by that time a sudden rise of Sli^l 
river bad rendered it impassable. H 

DiiMippatnted, therefore, in Ibis design, and knowing that the liWfl 
of the Ught troops could only be remedied by the general activity of 
the whole army, I«rd Comwallis spent two days in burning all 
BUjierfiuous bnggoge and stores, himself setting llic example by 
destroying every unnecessary article or luxury which belonged to 
himself. Upon tliis principle all the wagons, excepting (hoae loaded 
with hospital stoves, salt, or ammunition, and faur empty one* t^ 
■crved for the sick or wounded, were destroyed ; all caska of spirituoMS 
liquors or wine were staved, and the only supply of flour they c< 
drpond npon was the pittance they might obtain and carry a. 
with them. 

The heavy rains which had been so serviceable to Morgan in 
venting thu further progress of the enemy continued for two d 
■nd all the fords for forty miles were not only impassihla j 
acccwon of the waters, but vigilantly guarded by Amer 
mmts I a&d Greene himself, on receiving intclligenc 
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I Cowpens, hotsteued tbrwiird from tho Pecdcc, and assumed in 
penoQ Uw conuuAad of Morgan's division, being now dcxiroiiB ot 
kiMliiog tho enem; on Uio oUiur side of Che river until the whole 
Curve arrived. 

On the first MUo); of the water, Lord Cornwallii, who hsd in the 
mi-oQtiiiu! uunie up, dc-Uched a party of the arm}' to attodi a private 
Turd which was held b; 300 Aroencoos, and nt which thcT succeeded 
in forcing a paaugc. Again the American amij retreated, and again 
the Britiiih were in pursuit, and a second time came very close upon 
tbeir rear as tho; were about to cross the Yadkin, an the Pecdce is 
colled in its upper course. Again the .\mcrican army crossed safely, 
and only a mdoU portion of their baggage remained on tho other 
«de, when the British come in sight, and a Bmnrt skiniiish took 
pLioo bctwcoa the advance and rear guards. But again tho river 
nute, Mid t^ pursuers were uoablo to crost. The hand ol Pruvi- 
deneo teemed cxt<.'ndcd as of old to open fbr his people a path 
through tho waters, which he closed again to their enemies. So it 
■ppi-arMl to the Americans safe on the other nde, and to it was 
regarded throughout the country. 

From the Yadliin, Orecue proceeded to Guildford Court-house, 
having effected a junction with hia main army, nhich, under Gt'iirral 
UtigtT, had odranoed np the left bank of tho river, and contiamd his 
fligbli tttll vigorouiily pursued by CorawaUia, who was anxious to 
prtTent his cutcriog Virginia, nheooo alone supplies and recruits 
coold be expected. It wu< now for tho third fime a trial of speed 
bctoeoi the two armies, and for the third time also the British 
reached the bonks of the river Dan, on upper branch of the Roanoke, 
jiut M the American rear were safely acroM. Here CornwoUis, 
ourti&ed at soch repeuttMl disappointments aJW the extraordinary 
olTortii which ho had nuulc, gave np the purmit and turned slowly 
toward* tho South. It was well that be did so, fbr the American 
army cnHlrd repoae ; the march of tho lost day hod been fbrty 
miles i tho ihoes were worn ttom tho soldiers' foot, many were q^nito 
tisnlitKit, and this long and hasty flight was tracked with their 
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Tlie Amerieaa army thus driven out of Nortl Curoiinn, Lord Corn- • 
vrallis, ufti'r ghiug lus troops a daj'a refit, led tbcm slowly bock to ■< 
HilkborougU, tlic seat of the atato goverumtiit, where he erected tl 
lojel Htoudard, and Uaaed a. prockmatiou inTitiiij; all Injal Bubjccts 
lo rctrnir to him and aid in reatoring the cotuititutional goviTument 
lo tbu colony. \Ve bare mentioned the sufieringg of tbe Americaa 
army — tLoae of tbe Britikb were uot much less. " Tho wants ood 
diBtrcuics of Ull' Englifb troope," saya tbe Uritifih chronicler of these 
eTcntc, " were only equalled by their toils nnd fatigues. They 
traTcrsed a country which was olCeniutely a wild und inhospitable 
ftirest, or iahnbilcd by a jkhijiIu who were, at least, highly advcTGC, 
however tkej might venture or not to be hostile. When to these 
are added all the poBsiblo incommoiGtics incident to bad roads, heavy 
rain*, want of cover, and the continual wading through ni 
deep creeks and rivers iu the depth of wiuler, aoioc idea may b« J 
formed of their sufferings." 

While these event* were going forward, and the slate authoritiot J 
having flt'd from UillsUoiou^h to Newbem, a British detachment I 
from Wilmington narcbed to that place, entered it without impodi- I 
lueut, burned the shipping, and having destroyed all the salt, mgar, ] 
rum, and stores of every kind, returned to Wilmiu^'ton. 

In response to the proclamation of Lord Cornwallis, the Tories it U 
Kortli Carolina began to emhudy themselves, and on Febmary SIrtt I 
Tarlcton was despatched into the district between the Haw lod,! 
llecp rivers to assist in their organisation. In tlie meantime ^ 
Cioneral Greene, reinforced by a body of Virginians, re-tnlcred 
North Carolina, and hearing of this movement among the Tories, 
•ont Colonel Lee, with a body of militia, to prevent it. On his v 
Lee raeountered the ncwly-embodii^d loyalist troops, with whoa j 
Tirlelou had not yet come np, and they mistaking theM troop* li 
those of their friends, eagerly made known their loyalty by about* d 
"Long live the King!" when being at onoe surrounded by th>fl 
Americans, the gn-aler number were eut to pieces, and the ri 
inadc piiwmera. 

Oreene, though still receiving reinfureemcnts, did not cooai!* 

himself Ds yet strong enough to encounter an engagement ) and il 

to avoid sorprise, took up a new position e^ery night, a 



^^h himself a 

^^^ order to 
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iafbrniitig sny ikwou the duy before where his next eucampmeat 
would be. Indeed, the strict rescrrc which this commaader main- 
tained regarding his plans caused the utmost embamisaiiieDl to the 
Britijtb tbruti^hout the whole southern compiugD- The priiwnerB 
taken on aoj occ4i£ion from the American army irould give no 
iiccount of the numbers and dixpositioD of the troops, nor yet of the 
ground where thejr Iny. Lord Comwullia comphuns repeatedly, that 
" either from stupidity or design the eountry people would give him 
no infoTinntioa, or if they did, it was unintelligible or contradictory j 
the Utllo reliance to be placed on any information which was obtained 
being among the diatiriguishing featores of the war in this province." 
Lord Cornwallis maved from point to point, anxious to eover the 
country and afford the loyalists cncourugcmcnt and opportanily to 
join his army, and at the same time to ki-ep open the communication 
uf Cape Fmr River, which the "grievoos dlstrcssea" of his army 
rendered neceasary. At length, towards the middle of March, 
Gr«cn«'ii force*, now amounting to about 4,^100 men, and being at a 
gnul diotance from his supplies, and in the midst oft country where 
his friends were few and wavering, be, too, sought a battle in hifl 
lum. For many days Comwallis had been harassed by uncerlsia 
mraotm oa to the course of his enemy, when, on the 15th, be rcceiTed 
, lbs anthL-ntic intelligenee that Greene had reached Guilford, twelve 
milrs only from the British eomp, and that a battle might be 

The country in which the two armies were to meet was a wOder- 
uoss covered with toll wood, and a thick ondergrowUi of shrubs, 
wilh hiTo and there a clearing. Greene, having left his bag^-oge 
KTentccD miles in the rear, posted his men on advantageous givund 
on B wuuded hill with an open field in frxint, about two niilm from 
Gullfvrd n»urt-huu>c. The North Caroliua militia, many of them 
ocnrpcUed lo aervo as a paniihmcnt for their inspected loyalty, «cr« 
pokied in the fronL At the first charge these militia fled, throwing 
away thrir arm* and knapaocks ; the Virginian miLtia, however, 
•toad firm and finght resolutely for a considerable time, when, being 
drivm tack, the actum bccsmo general i but owing to the nature of 
the gnnmd the order of battle was completely broken, and conatiled 
ralber of a scries of irregohir, bard-fought and bloody akirmiihea. 
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At length tho Americana were driven back, ajid Ihdr artillayl 
captured, when Greene ordered a retrtat, which was maJ 
confiisioa, and the same night he reachtKl the Iran Works at Tr« 
blcHotae Creek, at eighteen miles' distance. 

The losa on both sidts was said to be between 400 and 500 ; a; 
aa the fighting had extended over a great space of ground, th» ' 
wounded were scattered as widely. "There were neither houses nor 
tenta to receive them," bays Uildreth. "The night that followed the 
battle vitis dark and tcmpestnous ; horrid shrieks resounded ihroogh 
the woods ; many eipircd before the morning." 

The AmericaQB were routed, but the British were in no condition 
to follow IhciQ ; the troops in the first instance were worn down by 
the escessivc Citigues of a long march; their wounded, which lay m 
wide and so ill provided for. required aticntion ; and besides, e 
wu the desolate state of the country, that during the two days tl 
remained hero tlioy had no bread, nor was forage to bo obta 
nearer than nine miles ; and though the victory was gained in 
port of the cooalry which boosted of its loyalty, very little tu 
was given, nor did any great number join the royal caosc. Lcaviug, 
therefore, seventy of the worst wounded behind him, in a Quoken' 
meeting-house converted into a hospital, Lord ComwolUs retired by 
caay marches to Croas Creek, now Fayotteville, aguia Lsaning a pro-, 
clunation, and using all means in his power to enconmgo and call 
forth the loyalists of the district, but with little effect. He w»» dia- 
appointed also in the store of provisioiu which he expected U 
found here ; the absolute scarcity compclltd him still to advo 
and after a toilsome circuitous march of 200 miles, the victors, i 
aooording to their own phrase, " hod gained so much glory ■ 
Unilford," reached Wilmington worn out and famished, and thankl 
to find at length shelter and rest. 

Though Grceuc did not faro much better as regarded the sabs 
once of hia army, no sooner had Comnollis retired towards Wilming- 
ton, thou he determined to march into South Carolina, now held in 
■nhjcclion by I.urd Itawdon and a suioll force. Eu-ly in April, 
IliMeforc, Oreene was advancing through tlint barn'D regMn in 
whleh Gates and his troops had suffered so much eleven "vbiUb 
be£>rv^ loiTarda Camden, where Lord Uawdou lay with about 900 







lovniiats. DespatcbiDg Coluncl Lee Kritb hU cuvolrv to Jain .Monou 
and other partisaQ coips immcdiutfl}' on his entering South Carolina, 
Greene took up his po«ilioD at Hobkirk's Mill, about two miles fhim 
Cbtnden, mnd on April 26lll a balllo took place, tbo victor/ at 
first ■trongly inclining to the Americani. A Mnrylmid njfinii'nt, 
faoweTrr, hlling into confusion, a rout enaied. but the loaa was about 
Laqnol oQ both sides 1 and in consequence of the Aitkorican artillery 
^■▼ing been ran down a steep hill among some brushwood, it was 
erlooked by the British troops in their pnnnit, aud the American 
cavalry earned it safely away before their roturu. Greene retired 
the same night to Rugeley's Mills, about tweWa miles off, where he 
encamped. 

I The news of Greene's bold advance into South Carolina reached 
)ri CbmwaUii at Wilmington, too late for him tu murvb to the 
BDooT of Lord Bawdon ; he, Ihpreforc, imitating the American 
neral's policy, marched at once uito Virgioiii, to join the British 
rsF Bnder Arnold and Philips, which wot committing great 
ngM there. 
Altboogh the British bad defeated the Americans in the lost 
CBgBgemcnt, this rietory no more than the former produced any 
bvourahl« results [o the British cause. Already before this battle 
was fonght. Port Watson, on the Santee Eivcr, and one of the lines 
of commttnication between Camden and Charleston, had surrendered 
to Imt and Marion ; the whole country was in arms, and Colonel 
Wabion on his way to reinforce Lord Rawdon, was in consequence 
obliged to pass and repass the Sontce, going down almoet to the 
Tcfy mouth of the river for the first, and up to the oonfioencc of that 
riicr with the Congarec for the seeond, before he was able lo rr;iah 
Camden, where be had long been anxiously expected. But with his 
atriral came the inteltigenco that Fort Mottc, situated at thejnnclion 
of th« Congarce and Santee, was inTeited by Lee and Marion. This 
bong the case. Lord Rawdon. now rcinforeed, withdrew to Kelson's 
Fnry, nity nila from Camden, having fint made a vain attempt to 
draw Oenenil Grrrne into another engagement. On the 0th of May 
faa abandiuicd Camden, having destroyed all the works, and leaving 
bcUnd him ancb sick and wounded as wcr« nnable to bear thn 
mooTB], and on the ISth arrived at Nelson's Ferry, the nuweleome 
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newB having ri^aiJicil liim hj the vaj of Iho surreiider of Fni-t MoUo> 
This was a hcai'y lots, for at Lhis place were deposited all the pr^ 

(trs intended for tlic supply of Camden. 
tiewa followed : Sumter took another fiirung post at Onuigcburg, and 
Fort Granb; surreDdcred to Lee, «ho was then sent against Augusta. 
Scarcely had these tidingi been received than Colonel Balfour, tlie 
it of Chnileaion, made his appoarantc, full of apprekcn- 
■iona regarding the state of offairg there, oud the alarming turn 
which they had token in so short a time. So little, indeed, hod this 
I expected, that the nholo fortiBcalions cf the town had bceK 
removed, and the new were not yet completed i and so strong wia 
his belief In the general disaffection of the people, that if any ini*- 
fortnne happened to Lord Hawdon's forces, the loss of tlic pronnce 
■nd capital might be anticipated. As a proof of the disaffection of 
the coiiQtryi it is relalcd by the Englith that for five days after 
Lord Kawdon hod crossed the Sontcc, not a single person of any sort 
whaleTer came near his cump, nor could the spies and cmiisorici 
which he sent out in all directions procure for him any tme inteUi- 
gence as to the situation of the enemy. The enemy, however, wm 
buHy all this time, and as we have said, one strong post after another 
was taken. Alarmed at thcso ominous proceedings, Lord JtawdoDa 
accompanied by a great number of Tory famihca, retreated from 
Ni'lsou's Ferry to Monk's Comer, still nearer to Charleston, that be 
might protect the town and the fertile country which intervened. 

The next tidiogs were that General Greene was JnTcstiiig Ninetj* 
Six, the principal Dritish stronghold in the upper country, which 
the garrison of American loyalist* wna verj- bravely defending. On 
this, being fortunately jost then reinforced by three regiments tftm 
Ireland, Lord Ilawdon hastened to its relief. It was then the middle 
of ■umm<r, and marching with db much speed as the excessive heat 
would allow, ho had the niorlifieation of learning by the way, that 
Angatila hsd surrendired, and that the forces employed in its redac- 
tion had now joined Urerne. 

The Aaericani were atlcmpling an nnsarces&ful assault on Ninety- 
Six, when the unwelcome tidings reached them, that Lord RawdoSi 
■tnnigly reinforced, was advancing to the relief of that forU Tfa>; 
DtaiMl bravery bod Ihcd displayed In the attack, the ditch WM 
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foil of killed and wounded. wUen Greene deterrainod to al>iini?on tho 

KtKinpt, and not i-vcn to face the new foe. He had already, it 

appeared, anticipated rach an event, by sending off all the liearv 

baggage acroeg the Saluda, whither he now also followed. The BritiBh 

ponaed for fortj mUes, as far oa the fords of Ennoree, but finding' 

then that the Americans had crossed saftlj two houn before, and the 

Itooop* being apent with fatigue and the excessive heat. Lord Rawdon 

•ly returned to Ninety-Six, which waa then abandoned, and the 

ritiili army, again aocompanied by grrat nnmben of terrified 

iti, retired to Orangeburg, where leaving the greater port of 

his brces to aid the loyulixta in embodying tbcmsolvcs, he inarched 

with the remainder to Congart«, closely parmcd by Greene, who 

hoptd to bo able to mrround him 4'hile he wailed for promised 

[forocToents. It happened, however, that Lord Rawdon anired 

Congaree two days sooner than woa czprctcd, and finding the 

imy so near, and sospecting their intentions, he made a rapid 

again towardi Orangeburg, and Greene, now joined bv Morion, 

log altered bis intentions, retired as suddenly to the hills of the 

ilcc, to refresh his troop* and wait for reinforcements. 

Thfl etmmer in the Sooth closed ihe campaign. The safferings of 

Biilbh in this climate were exceraive. During renewed forced 

I, nnder the rage of a burning aun, they were frequently, 

wban sinking under tha extremeat fatigue, not only destitute of every 

ciinifurt, but almost of every necessary. They were for the greater 

port destitotc of bread, and the oonntry sShrded no v^etables oa a 

■abatitaU— Mit too failed them, at length, and their only rpsotirce 

waa watrr and the wild cattle found In the woods. About fifty men 

in thia last expedition sunk under the rigour of their exertions and 

died of sheer fatigue. Nor did tbe Americans KufTer less. Twice 

ihcy bod been deA-'uted in two pitched buttles ; yet upon the whole 

the campaign ternilnaled in (heir favour. The greater port of 

Oeorgia was recovered, as were also the two CaroHnas : the British 

being now limited to tbe district between tbe Santee and Ihe Lower 

iMivannah. 

Although operations between Ihe main arraiea were nupended 
during the hot and unhealthy season, the partisan corps on both 
aidca were actively employed. This it was which added each addi- 
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tional horrors to Ihc war in tht South, Housca were plundered luid 

burned and their inhabitants murdered, women and children teldont 

bluing spared. One great object of plunder was sli 

paid his men in this manner. The number of slnves carried off 

during tho war is estimated at 30,000. Lord Dunmorc, 

men cement of the straggle, armed the slaves against their mostera; 

and had the British perscTcred in tliis plan, and, treating the slaves 

as men and king's subjects, converted them into soldiers, the cod- 

Hoest of the Southern States would have been almost inevitable." 

Lord Ruwdon soon afier returned to England, in consequence of 
ill health, and the command devolved upon Colonel Stuart. Before 
his departure from Charleston, however, a tragical circumstance 
occurred there which greatly irritated the Carolinians and throw 
great odium upon the British. This was the execution of Coland 
Isaac Hajne, a firm patriot, who, at (he eommeurement of the w«n 
had entered with ardour into the republican struggle and assisted ia 
person at the defence of Charleston. On the snrrender of the ci^, 
haring bcoa offered British protection or rigorous contlnement. ki 
iras weak enough to choose the former, it being urged in his exeoHi 
that his wife and ehildren were ill of the smoU-pox. and this was 
his only olternative to avoid being separated ftom them. When the 
Brilish were driven from his neighbourhood, he took up arms 
against them, and in this condition was taken prisoner and bnmght 
before Colonel Balfour, the commandnnt of tlie place, who condemned 
him to death. Every effort «as used to save his life; GenetlL, 
GrM'ne avowed his determination to retaliate; the loyulists, 
the gOTcmor at their head, and the most dlstingnishcd won 
Charleston, begged for his life, as did bis little children, drease^l 
deep mourning. But in vain i Lord Ruwdon reluctantly gave Ua 
consent to the execution, which accordingly took place, cauoing a 
universal oxcenlion. 

Vbilo lliese events had been occurring in the Carolinas, Oencral 
Phillips and tlic traitor .\mald were earrjing everything belbn 
them in Virginia, and successively defeated such bodies of milifi^ ) gg 
oould be budilenly brought into the Held, whilv thdr best trot^; 

, * An&Ml Asglstei oad Uildnlb. 
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were fighting the battles of otbem in the CnrolinUB,* After having 
fortificil Fortsmonlh at the month of the Junes Kivcr, and thus 
Bccurt^ a place of retreat, Phillips advanced up that riTcr. which, 
with its nomcroas dependent brauchcg ond creeks, laid the whole 
ecntnl conntiy on either hand ?pen lo him. On the Appomaloi, a 
ronflnool of Joinc* Hivcr, he took Pcternburf, where he de<troyed 
4,c0(l hof^heads of tobaeco, collected there for Bhipment to France. 
Bcaide* this, ■hipping- smd vc^^ets of all kinds, on the stocks and pi 
tlie rim-, public buildings and worehotueit, with tlictr contents of 
timber, prorisioni and all other stores, were destrojod ; aUcr which. 
Arnold advancing op the river where a considerable fleet of vessels 
had token refogc, the greater number were burned or scuttled to 
preront their foiling into his hands. From Petersburg the enemy 
praocMicd ta Manchester, just opposite Richmond, where they de- 
Rtroycd dmtIj 2,000 hogsheads of tobacco ; La Foyette, who had 
jtut nnired there with a detachment of New England troops, and to 
whnae prwenoc Richmond owed its tempomry safety, having the 
nnuliflealion of witnessing the conflagration irom the opposite 
shore. Havoc and dcTTislation marked the career of these mthless 
invDdort, who, after collecting on immenao booty in tobwco and 
■larea, and having destroyed ships, worelioosea and milU, every- 
thing, in ihort, which come in their way and was of valne to the 
inhabitant*, ralnmed to their shipping and fell down the river 
tomid* its moDlh. 

As regarded the foico collected for the defence of Virginia, it wu 
tataU/ inadequate lo the necessities of the province. The entire 
loro of the Virginia line now under arms did not eieeed 1,000 men, 
Ut4 were at this time absent serving under Ureenc : about SOO rc- 
OTtlla, unarmed and nnclothcd, whom Steuben was vainly cndea- 
voariog tn equip, were at Itidimond. Tlic only effective force wert: 
dinAa of the New England regiments, under Id Fayette, who, little 
ineliiMid to ■erve In this unhealthy climate, were only kept tiigether 
bjr hia thrMlii to shoot dc»erter«, and by winning their 6de]ity 
throngh their gratitude, innsmunh as, on hi* own crvdit, he supplied 
Am with hats, ahoea and blankets, of which they were in griirvaiM 
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Vfe have nlrrady said thnt Lord Cornwallis, informed of the a; 
tunate turn which the British affaira hud taken in Sonlh Carolina, 
resolved, although liis own force was reduciffi to hardly more tian 1,000 
effective men, to march to Virginia and effect a junction with General 
Phillips, AgoiT the British commander complained bilterlj- of the 
Bofferinga and destitute condition of his troops. Neither cavalry nor 
infiintry, ho said, were tit to move, yet they mont commence on the 
morrow a march of several hundn-d miles, through a country chiefly 
hostile, frequently desert, which did not afford one active or uaefal 
friend, where do intelligence was to be obtained, and where no eo«i»j 
municatioQ could be established.* fl 

The march, however, was made through all these djfficnltiea ail^^ 
impediments; and on tbo 25tli of April, about a month after he hkd 
•et out, he reached Pctenhiirg, where he found the troops of General 
Phillips, who himself had died only a few dny* previously, nnd 
shortly after was reinforced also by four regiments sent from New 
York. On ihe approach of Comwallis, La Fayette, having removwl 
the most vahiablo atores from Richmond, abandoned that towTi and 
retired towards the north-west, to form n junction with Gctieral 
Wayne, who was now on his march with 1,000 of the Pcnnsylvonian 
levies to join the southern army. Tlio assembly of Virginia, on the 
abandonment of Iliehmond, adjourned to Charlottesville, and InrrraKiil 
powers, suitable to the cmcrgcnq-, were conferred upon Governor 
Jefferson. The prisoners under Bur^ync's capitnlatino, who b 
been living for the lait two years in this neighbourhood in 
comfort, in their huts amid Ihcir gardens, were now al 
rcmoTcd across the mountains to AVinehrstcr. 

In this central province all the scattered operation* of a«th 
boctili^ converged, as it wore, to a point. Comwallia pnt> 
La Fayette for thirty miles, in hopes of pirventing bis union « 
General Wayne, but being disappointed in this object, ovcmui t 
country for sixty miles on the borders of llie James River, tnS 
destroyed a vast amount of both publio and private property ; amang 
the former the Virginian bboratory and armoury, in which n large 
([uniitity of arms, ammunition, and other sfores, greatly needed ^M 
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the Vii^nian army, were consuined. Whilst this devattation ttm 
going on ia ono direction, Tarleton was sent to make a dtuh at tho 
Virginian osscmblj at Charlottesville and to cany off Jefferson. On 
his waj ho met twelve wo^ns laden with clathiag and ston>3 far 
GrFeiip'it omiy, all of which he destroyed ; he succeeded also in 
capturing; »cvcn members of oascmblj, but Jefferaoii, who had been 
warned of hit danger, eicaped.* 

Lord Comwallifl, on tho retom of the detachments, having re- 
ceived orders from Sir Henry Clinton, who was apprehensive that 
Washington was about to atloclc New York with tha aid of the 
French fleet, removed hia army, towards the end of Jnne, from 
Richmond to Williamsburg, considerably nearer the sea, and abont 
midway between the great rivers Jonies and York, destroying, oa 
waa customary, whatever property lay in his woy. La Fayette 
baTing now joined Wayne, and being still further strengthened by 
Baron Steoben'i troops, as well as by such rajlitia as Virginia herself 
was able la raise, was in so poncrfol a condition as to render anv 
mDvemeata of tho British a matCer of great caution ; nerci'thGless 
Comwallli WIS active, and his cavalry, mounted on the very horaca 
which tho pUalers hod raliiied to Orc«n«, and which the British 
had now seized, scoured the Country, carrying (error into all 

rg, Comwollis pmccedod ta Portsmonth, which it 
I atraiglf rccommendud, both in England and by Sir Hcniy 
n. should be oocnpied as a permanent po-ildan convenient for 
s, and tor anch warfare as, while it was defensire on 
ir part; wonld be Mctremely distn»sing to Virginia. On bis way 
V, Bad when juat about to cross Jamei River, CorowaUis was 
I, in the afternoon of July Gth, by La Payette, who erro- 
aamidj auppoaed that a portion of the army had cro«scd the river. 
OaHtnd Wayne, who led tho adiancc, seeing on the contrary the 
whgJa British army drown out against him, mode an impetnoni 
•Itaek and then suddenly retreated, leaving his cannon hchicd- 
The dorkitcs of evening ccming on, and Cumwallis suspecting on 
F, BO pnmiit rollowe<l, and the British croased the rirer in 
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Arrived at Portamouth, Comwnllis. on jwrsonal c 
[loemiiig ic suitable for tlic intcnilcd purpose, and conccivmg that 
nothing leas than offenaivc war would be eflcotual in Virginia, 
Bclocted, in preference, tbo two posta of York Town, on the river of 
that name, and Gloucester Point on the opposite side, which he 
immediately commenced fortifying, hia foree amounting in the whole 
to aboat 7,000. 

" The Southern States were very anxiotu for the personal presence 
of Washington, but he bcUered that the South might be most 
effecluallv served by Btrildng some deeiaivc blow at New York. The 
means, however, for such a Wow were not bo obvious. The superiority 
of the British naval form itill kept the French army idle in Rhode 
lalnnd. The Southern Slates, invuded and overrun, were hardlT 
able to defend themselves ; while the Eastern States, hitherto m 
stnrdy, seemed now almost exhausted. Recruits for the army casw 
in rery slowly. The New York regiments had been detached to 
defend that state from Tory and Indian invojiion. The Peoniylvs. 
nian line, and even some drafts from the eastern regiments, hod 
been sent to Virginia. Late in the spring tba entire force under 
Waaliington's immediate command fell short of 7,000 men, not equal 
to the number of loyalists employed at that time in the Brititli 
■cr^iee. It was with the utmost difficulty that even this small fbcta 
was fi'd. To obtain a supply of provisions, Waahingltni was obliged 
(n send Heath to the Kafltcru States with a circular-lettOT' aai 
pressing representations."* 

Washington's letter obtained some supplies from New Englutd, 
tad Pennsylvania consented to fomish more, on the credit of taxM 
just imposed t but imprcMmcnt, after all, oontinned to be the principal 
means for feeding the army, and the only money which oonld b« 
obtained was by selling bills on Benjamin FnmkUn, which it wu 
hoped the French eonrt would enable him to meet. 

About the some time ihal ComwnlUs entered Virginia, Wathingtoa 
rwcivcd the welcome intelligence from the Freneh ndmiixl, tha 
Count de Gmsse, in iho Wc«t Indies, that ho was about to proocad 
jft** a powcrfhl fleet to the American coast, on which th« Frraeh 
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amj, wliieli had lata idle for eleven montlu in Itliode Isload, 
marched to join Washiugtoa; who, breaking up hU cainp iu J11I7, 
famed the North River to mct't tlwm. Thetr junction took place at 
the Uliitc PUins, on the New England aide of tbu Hiubon, erad the 
comtHDcd armie« eacampcd at Philipsbnrg, within twelve mHc» of 
King's firidge, sufficiently near New York to cieite great olnrm. 
The apparent iat«iitioii of thcM great movements was an attack on 
New Yotk, whkli became oonfinued bj an intercepted letter from 
Wuhingtoa lo the French commander, Rochambeau, in which bucU 
on attack was apokea of in ondisgoiscd terms. But the intentions of 
Washington, whatever they might have been in the conuncnccmeDt, 
aoaa became very different ; neverthelcw, the object now was to con- 
finn Sir Henry CUntcn's suspicion, that time might be given to carry 
out tAc Mill more formidable plan, of which no idea appeared to 
taoA ia the mmd of tho British cooimondcr. It was undiT the 
apprehension of thia combined attack that Sir Henry Ciinlon recalled 
• coondenUe part of the troopt under Lord Comwaliis, from 
Virginia, immediately afterwards countermanding his recall, being 
btnaplf mnforocd by the arrival of 3,000 Uestians; the same apprc- 
hcMon alao lendcTcd il desirable to occupy some strong position in 

Now. thorafore, in the month of July, New York was kept in a 
■fate of perpetual alann. A body of 5,000 French and American 
tnx)pt, on one occasion, took up a position near King's Bridge, in 
the ni^it, which they occupied fur forty-eight honrs, with vvcry 
c of on intended attack- The two commanders, Washing 
1 Rochambeau, attended by their principal officon aad engi- 
rteODBMtered the island of New Yurki the report uf the 
1 daily arrirol of tho Count do Gnuse was sedulously pro- 
pagated, and when the jirecise time of that admiral's arrival at thu 
ned, the French troops advanced to Sandy 
k and the coasts opposite Stntcn Island, as if with a view of 
g the operations of the fleet. So far, indcvd, was this dccop- 
1 enrrird. that ovens were urcctcd near the mouth of the Uoritan, 
■ Sandy Hook, as if fur tho supply of tho onny. 
Th« iatention was vcr^- difit-ient. The object was lo strike a hlow 
at CorawaUis in Virginia. Orders, therefore, were imt to La Fayott* 
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to take up sDch a positiua aa would cut oS tho retreat or the Until 
army into Narth Uarolina, and on August 19th, M'uluDgtoa croaaet'^ 

IT and marctied directlj into the Jcnej-s, to Trenton upon the 
Dekn-arc, this vcrj movement being caosidcred ia the first instance 
merely to oonccitl Mb ultimate iulcntioos. So carefully, indeed, had 
Washington concealed the object he had in view, that the New 
England troops were ignorant of their destination, and on arriving 
Bt Philadelphia nud discovering that they had a long buuthem 
march before thorn, showed such sigua of dissatisfaction that it 
appcfLred necessary to pociiy them by a ama]l payment in specie, 
which could only be done by borrowing fioin the French military 
chest. Fortunately, too, at that moment Laurens had arrived from 
Frsnce with a supply of clothing, arms, and ammunition ; so that 
the troops proceeded in good humour, and better clad than usual. 

'While Washington was preparing for his operations in the South, 
Oreene, whoso ardour was ever unabated, having profited by hit 
temporary retirement, duiing the unhealthy season, among the hills 
of the Santci;, appeared at the brginniug of September once more 
in the field. Uis former successes had revived the hopes of the 
North Carolina Whiga, and it was now determined to make one 
great effort for hia support. Mcoaurea were accordingly taken for 
keeping 2,000 militia in the field) he rect-ived a number of horse* 
for the use of his cavalry, together with a freiih supply of anna. 
Three hnndred horses, imported by Jefferson to prevent their fall- 
ing into the hands of the British, were also xcnt to him tram 
A'ii^nio. 

Thus rccmitod and reinforced, Greene, being jobed also by tha 
partisan corps of Marion, at the eomrocncemcnt of the cool Btoion, 
inarched up the Watcree to Camden, in South Carolina, crossed first 
that river, then the Congnree, and thus approached the Briliah 
nimy, commanded by Colonel Stuart, who hod succeeded Lord 
lUwdon, which retired facfore him down the Boiitee to Eutaw 
Springs, whither Greene puraued them. It wos the 8th of September 
when the two anniM, about equal in force, engaged. The Britiah 
wore at Gnt driven back in great confusion, victory strongly inc 
to the American side, but rallying again in a favourable post, tl 
1 thsir r"""""'" with heavy lo«. like bottla I 
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Eutaw Springs is memorable as being one of the bloodiest and the 
most Taliantlj-oontested fields of the war, and also for being the last 
of any consequence at the South. The loss of the British was about 
(MX), with 250 prisoners, that of the Americans about the same. 

Both sides, Hildreth tells us, claimed the victory, but all the 
advantage accrued to the Americans. The British immediately 
retired to Monk's Comer, and were thus restricted to the narrow 
tract between the rivers Ashley and Cooper. Congress, in acknow- 
ledgment of Greene's service in this battle, voted him their thanks 
and presented him with a conquered standard and a medal struck for 
the occasion. He, however, was too much exhausted to continue 
active operations. His troops were barefoot and half naked ; he 
bad no hospital stores, hardly even salt, and his ammunition was 
very low. He retired again to the hills of the Santee, 
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CHAPTER XII. 



CLOSE OF THE REVOLUTIONABY WiB. 

We now return to Waahington, who at length rocoiTed tl 
wuhitd-far intciliguQCv, that Do Grosac, with tho French fleet, yttm 
appruachiDg tlie Chcaupcokp. Admiral liudsey, who hod been busj'iu 
tlie W'vul Indies, whithor Dc Grtisw hod abo soiled, appivkending 
that a port uf the French fleet wuidd proceed to the American coMt, 
hud sent Uood, with fonrteea shipa of tho line, to reinfurcc Admiral 
Grikvca, whocommanded on the Amcriciui station. Uood arrived off the 
Cheiiapeakc, Augiut2S[h,and not finding Graves there a* becxpecled, 
proceeded to Xew York, where he leai'ued that Du Barra?, who com- 
manded the French squadron at Newport, in Rhode Island, hud put 
to aea three days before, evidvntl; with the design of a junction with 
the French West India fleet. In thehopcof interL-epting tLlsjunctian. 
HrHVes galled with the united Engliih fleet ; but had the mortitiattion 
rf discoTcrin^ on his arrival, September 5th, off the entrance of tlui 
Chcsupcake, that DeGrasM hud arrived sis days before, and now.wiil) 
fonr-und- twenty ships of the line, lay safely at anchor inside Cope 

All tlie present operations of the combined American and Prendi 
fbroea were evidently the result of a well-concerted plan, bMJdea 
wliich an extraordinary coincideDCO occurred in their sevcFol luyra- 
ments by wa and land, which was beyond the reach of colcolatieii. 
We have already wvu (hat Uu Barras nailed li'om Khode laknd «n 
that !6th of August 1 on tho 2Sth lie Grossc arrived with liia S»€t K 
tlM CheMipeake. On the sanie day the French and Amcrioan araaim 
itMbcd the Head of Elk, and an hour alter tbetr arrival MoaTcd an 
tapntM fitm De Giujtae, with the welcome intelUgenev of hk mb 
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•ndionige at Gape Henry. This is tiie more remarkable when we eon* 
aider die distance of the parties from each other as well as the scene 
of action, and the difficnltiee and delays to which all were liable.* 
But the nin of ill luck which had hitherto attended erery combined 
attempt of the French and Americans appeared now to hare changed. 
Ail went well with them, as in the rapid winding up of a long story, 
where the heroes are crowned with especial success as a compensation 
for past so»'it) ws and sufferings. 

Dv Barras, howerer, did not arrive in the Chesapeake for near a 
fortnight after De Grasse, having pat oat to sea fh>m fear of being 
intercepted by the British fleet, which was a very necessary caution, 
as he had under his charge the transports which conveyed from Rhodo 
Island the heary ordnance and other necessaries indispensable for the 
siege of York Town, and upon which the success of the enterprise 
depended. De Grasse, in the meantime, sent four ships of the line 
and several frigates to block up James and York rivers, so as to cut 
off the retreat of ComwailiB, and landed also 3,000 French troopsf 
under the Marquis St. Simon, who had joined La Fayette, tlien at 
Williamsburg. 

The first intelligence which Admiral Graves received of the French 
fleet, was the discovery of it, early in the morning of September 5th, 
lying within the mouth of the Chesapeake. Each enemy was an 
unwelcome sight to the other, and the French ships immediately stood 
out to sea. For five days the two fleets mancDuvred in sight of each 
other; a distant cannonade was kept up ; but De Grasse had no inten- 
tion of coming to a close action, his sole object was to keep possession 
of the Chesapeake, and to cover the arrival of Du Barras with his 
squadron and convoy from Rhodo Island. All this was done so sue- 
cessftilly that Du Barras entered the bay without the slightest impedi- 
ment, on the 10th of September, which was in fact signing the doom of 
Lord Comwallis ; and the French fleet, no whit the worse, returned to 
their old anchorage in the Chesapeake ; while Graves, who had suffered 
considerably, having lost two of his ships and been obliged to bum a 
third, sailed immediately to New York to refit. On the 17th of Sep- 
tember, transports began to bring down a portion of the French and 
American armies from the Head of Elk, while Washington proceeded 
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with Uierenuundcr to Annapolis, mhcnce they loo were catiTejed b^tlM 
vuoeeaaj mode to Williamaburg, wliere all hud arrived by the end at 
the month. Washington and the principal eommandorB having (Jrcadv 
hod au interview, the plan of opcrationa wm agreed upon. Before, 
howerer, we proceed to thia, we must return to Sir Henry Ciiatoo. 

Having itt length diacovered the true purpose of Washington'! 
deeply-laid scheme. Sir Henry Clinton attempted to prevent its full 
aocomplishment, bj' rendering it necessary for that commander to 
divide his forces. Arnold, therefore, having now rctnrned from Vir- 
ginia., was ininuMiiB:tcly despatched on a plnnderisg expedition against 
Connecticut, of which ftate he was an unworthy nMive. 

Landing his troops from the shore of Long Island, in the night of 
the 6th of September, at Nenr London, a re»ort of privateers and the seat 
of the West India trade, Arnold advanced up the Thames, at the mouth 
of which New I^ndon is situated, and having taken Fort Tnunboll, 
about a mile below the town, New London vas plundered and then 
burned, and a large amount of property destroyed. On the other lido 
of tho river won Fort Oriswold, which, being etroogly gorriaoned, wai 
resolutely defended by Colonel Ledyard. At length, however, it wu 
carried by assault, with a loss to the British oT 200 men, and the 
retaliation for Um loss was as cowardly as it was bloody. Enterinf; 
the fort, a British officer inquired who was 
replied Colonel Ledyard, presenting his sword, ' 
On these words the vrespon so snrrcndcrcd was plnngcd into I 
bosom of tho late brave commander, and on nlnuMt general ti 
followed ; forty out of 160 being all that isoaped. 

Waahtnglon, to Clinton's disappointment, took no notiee of fl 
movement, but proceeded calmly with his operation 
and these etuirmities having roused a spirit in Connecticut wtiA I 
Arnold did not dare to encountiT, he retreated to New York. Th« 
loss which the Americans sustained, beside* about a doKcn ships whici 
were burnt, was very great. The quantities of naval stores, of Ewv- 
pcan manufactures, and of Ea»t and W«t India good* found ben. 
wa< aJmoet incredible. Everything un the lowit-ude of the rivem 
destroyed by firv. Nothing was carried off excepting amch ^>U 
articles of epoil as aSbrded no trouble in the convejiuiM.* 

* AODtul E«|lllCT. 
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Tba Brituh had taught the Aiaeriauui much important war-craft 
iog this long struggle ) a« for iiutoDce, in the geaeral orders whluli 
^MhiDgtgn gave to hia American troops, he chugcd them to ose EUid 
pcod upoa the buyunct, as their best aud most essential veapoa, in 
e they should bo encountered ou the march from Wiliiomsbti^, 
iriog them that ihej would bj that means effcctuallj cure the 
nil; or the British troops, who uttriboled to themselves so decided 
ft aupcrioritf in that sort of cloie and trying combat. Nor did he 
nit any opportunitj of exciting that honoorable cmidation between 
le allivd troops which appeared so conspicuously iu the subsequent 

I The combiaed French and American armies having, by Uie help of 
I French transports, formed a, junction nith La Fayette al Wil- 
usburg, proceeded on the lost days of September lo invest Lord 
mwaUif in York Town. Their whole force amoantcd to 16,000, 

of whom were French picked men, the very flower of the or^y. 
m Britiah bnc, about 6,000 in nnmbcr, were chiefly at York Town, 

I been made as strong as possible, Comwallis having 
isdoncd hia more distant posts, which had bean intended to com- 

1 the peninsula, as too much exposed to be maintained under 
i caronnutanccs. These, therefore, were all inuueiliately seized 

f the oombined armies. The post at Gloucester Point, opposite to 
aork Town, was occupied by llio famous Torloton, with both cavalry 
d uifantiT', amounting to abont COO men. 
On Ih* evening of the 9th of October the batteries were opened 
igkinit tho town, the works of which, even hod tht-y been completed, 
would have been incapable of sustaining such a weight of force; but, 
U it was, tho British Irooiis were as much employed in their con- 
■tnulion, amid tho Brc of tho CDcmy, as in their defence. In a few 
daja most of tbcir guns ncro dismounted and silenced ; their defences 
io msnj' place* broken down. Shells and red-hot ball had reached 
even th« British ahipa in Ihu harbour, several of which were burned. 
In the meantime. Sir Henry Clinton, who bod leomtd the junction 
of the Itbodo Island squadron with the French fleet, from Admiral 
OnvM on his return to New York, and of the peril which threatened 
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Lord ComwollU, lost no time in refitting and equipping a fleet to aid 
in extricating hita and his array. Accordingly, on the ] 9th of October, 
Trith upwards of 7,000 of his best forces, Sir Henry Clinton set sail 
DO this important service, with twenty'fivo ships of the lino and eight 
firigates. All felt Ibo grcntncss of the enterprise ; tho spirit, it is 
said, which influenood both offiocrs and conuaoa men wns fall of 
eDthouosm, all believing that whatovet the ixmuIC might be, they 
were about to be engaged in one of the most obstinate and bloodj 
naval battles ever fought. 

On the 5th of October, Lord CorQwallia received a letter from New 
York, informing him of the relief that would sail llicnce for him 
about that date. But it nns a fortnight later before the fleet pa»ed 
tho bar of New York harbour ] and in the meantime, while Lccd 
Comwallis was anxiously expecting relief which never came, erantVi 
were proceeding rapidly. 

ifho most interesting feature of tho sic^ wns tho storming of t«rt 
redoubts, which, standing forward, greatly impeded the progrvas of 
tho bcMCgcrs. It was determined, therefore, to attack these as the 
darkness of night fell, on the 11th. The attack of the one was com- 
mitted to the Americans, under Colonel Hamilton, Washington's aide- 
de-camp, and the other to the French, the one nation emulating the 
oUier in the honour and the duty of the enlerprisc. Both were «uc- 
( both redoubts were taken, when daylight appeared, but the 

|V of the French was the greater. 
) important did Lord Cornwallia consider the taking of thcM 
redoubts, thai, writing to Sir llenry Clinton tho following day, be 
said that '■ he considered hi» siluation desperate." U»ing, howerer, 
oil means to procrastinate, he anxiously and impatiently waitL-d Ihr 
relief tnia New York ; but in vain. 

At length, when no relief come, and when, on tho lOth, a hundred 
piece* of heavy ordnanee had so mined the works and overpowend 
the batleriet that the besieged could not show a single gun, and their 
■belli, their sole moans of defence, were nearly exhausted, Lord 
Comwallis dotennined, as a lust resource before ■uiTcndcTiii|>, t* 
attempt an eacapo with the greater port of bis troops. Acoordiogljr 
busts were scenitty prepared ; and abandoning the boggage, tbt 
truop* during the night were to poai over to Olouocster Point, to <nt 



i 



Rmi.) 

Uieir way Ihrough a Frentli dt-liiclimcnC posted in the rear of tb^t 

place, and bj rapid marchea to reach Ncif Yoric in safety. The fint 

debarkatkin had been made toivardi midaight iu saict;, when the 

Mlbcr, which bad hitherto been moderate, instantlj changed, a,nd 

j^'riulent atorm drove tho boats down the river. It was impoHsiblc t« 

ing back the landed troops; and thus weakened and discouraged, 

e dang«r of the annj was still fui-tber increased. 

I of defence tliere were none ; their hopes of mccoar were at 

B end ; the troops were diminished and worn out bj constant watcb- 

g uid nnremittiog fatigue. 

[ To avoid, therefore, the useless shedding of blood by an assault, 

rawnllis wTote to 'Washington oa the 17th, proposing a aaspcnsLon 

Ev luislilitiva for twenty-four hours, and that coaunisiianers might he 

I ifpointcd to settle terms of capitulation. 

On the 19th, the posts of York Town and Glonoester were sur- 
I'Maderxl, and the British troops, about 7,000 in number, bocam ' 
war to Washington. The ships and naval stores, with 
K'VHO seamen, were given up to the Prench. The officers and soldierv 
d thcii baggage, but oil visible proper^ wosliable to be seized. 
Viufaington would not grant any expressly GiTonrablo conditions, as 
d ConiwsUia wished, on behulf of the loyalists who were under 
lb pratection in the town, alleging that theirs were civil offences 
iob did nut come under the authority of a militaiy conimantlw. 
• fkTow, however, was granted— that Corawallisthauld be allowed 
ft* OM of a ship ottcnaibly to convey dcs patches to New York, and 
wlikh ■bould be allowed to pass unexomiued. In thia venel many 
«lMMixim» peiwNu escaped. 

Gonnml Lincoln, who had nurendered hia sword to Lord Com- 
wsllia at Qiailnton, by a sort of poetical justice, was appointed to 
KMsn Uw sward of tbo Britisb commoDder on this oceaaion ; and not 
lorfUJtiHf what the British hod then demanded, the oapitnlaliug 
ttrto iraa now leqnired to march out of the town with their ooloun 

MMd. 

Aa ngarded tliegeaeral ticatment both of oficers and men, nothing. 

hftwcnt, eonid hava been nobler. Lord Comwallia, in his public 

. latter to England, tntiaed to the " kindncis and oonsider«liou of the 

fnoay." The londncH and attention shown by the French ulficcn 
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in particular, ho shjb, "ha¥C reallf gone far beyond what I e 
poanblj describe, and will, 1 hope, moke oi 

vi every BritiBb offii'er, whenever the fortune of war aholl put any i 
them in our power." 

It IB meuUoacd ua a Kinguhi circomstance in the events of H 
Burrendor that the American commiBuioDor appointed to draw up d 
temiB of capitulation was Colonel Laurens, son of Laurens, 1 
prcaidcDt of congresa, who vraa at that time prisoner in the Tower | 
London. 

On the 24th of October, &re dap after the fell of York Town, f 
Ucurj Clinton and the British Sect arrived off the capea of Cha 
peukc, where they hitiC IcarBcd that thej had arrived too late, i 
that ComwolliB had surrendered, on which mortifying intelligi 
and UQwillinK to encounter the superior French fleet, they b 
returned to New "York. 

WuithiDgton would gladly have &tUBlied this Bucccssful c 
by on attack on Charleston ; but the Count de Giaise, fearing to 
remain on the American coast in the stormy seaBon which wu at 
hand, soiled shortly after for the West Indies. Count Bocbambf 
ciiatoned his troops during the winter at 'U'illiatnsbiirg. 
with 2,000 Pcnnsylvaoian continentals, marched to reinforce Gre 
army in South Carolina, while tb« main body of the American ■ 
returned to their old poutions on the lladsoo. The prisoners of 
C^mwallis's army were marched ovc-r the mountains to Winchcatcr. 
whence a port of them were sent to LaDcsslcr in Pcnnsylvauio.* 

The surrender of Cornwatlis was in effect the end of the war. Thi 
British power was now reduced merely to defensive measures, tai 
wan confiued principally to the dtica of Kew York, Charlntou and 
Savannah. Wilmington was very soon evacuated, thus putting an 
end to all the hopct of the loyalists of North Carolina ; and early in 
January, Greene approaching Charleatoiy, *o distributed his troops as 
10 confine the British to the Neck and the adjoining islands. 

The news of the important vii'tory of the allied amiicii in the Sonth 
caused a general rejoicing throughout the Union. Nothing tonhl 
ct^ual the joy and salisfavtioB censed by the pmepcct whidi U 
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■ ■Bbrdcd. Wa^ngton ordained a. particular day for the perform* 
le of Dirine service in the array, rccomciending that all the troop* 

■ riunild cnpige in it with a Bt^rimu deportment and that Bensibilitj of 
I but which the mrprisiiig tuid particalar iBleqnsitioD of Providence 

■ Id their GivDur claimed. 

Congfiaa, on reeciring the official intelli^nce, went in procession 
I to the principal church in Philadelphia, to return thanks to Almighty 
1 Ood for the lignal success of the American arms, and appointed 
t'ftc 13th daf of December as a daj of ptiblin thanksgivinj^ sa3 

The offirio] intelligence of the sarrcndar of Lord Comwallis reached 

e BrJEiali cabinet on Sunday, Nov 23th. The tidings were a blow 

er. Lord North, irho accordingto Lord George Gcnnaine's 

B aeconnt, received them aa he wonld have done a cannon-ball. Ho 

I p»c«d up and down the apartment, exclaiming with the deepe«t 

f wnottoni of consternation and distress, "Oh God, it is oil over!" Thft 

I lEiDfr WM more calm, perhaps because he wa« of a roore stolid natnre. 

KXord Ocorge Gcrmaino communicated the " dismal intelligence" by 

i|,^tttar. The king replied that he " particularly lamented the nufbr- 

Mta remit of the operations in Virginia, on account of the con- 

M connected with it, and the difficulties which it might pro- 

n carrying on the publicbnainns, or in repairing the misfortune. 

Itwoald not. howerer," bo asserted, "make the slightest altcradons 

■^ those principles of his conduct which had hitherto directed him, 

asd whieh wmtld always continue to direct him, in the prosecution of 

ihm prfient conti-st.'t 

Aoonr^gly, the ipcMh from the throne, on the re-opening of 
paritaoMnt, two dojs after this nows hod arrived, breathed tbe some 
mllke *pirit as at the lato close of the session. Ncrertheless, ft 
abvaf oppontioD existed in parliament; the war was extr«tnely 
BW pop ul f with the British nation at large; and from the 12th of 
DeonntitT to tbe 4th of the following March, motion after motion was 
broogtit forward in tho home, for the termination of the war. when, 
on this latter day, a resolution was moved by General Conway, " that 
■n tboM shonld be eonstdcred as enemies to his majesty aad the 
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country who should advise, or by & 
prosecntion of the war in America," 

On the 20tlu the oduiniatratioa of Lord North tcrmiiiated, and the 
odvocatca of peace and American itidcpcadcccc immedlntely cutne 
ioto power, the Marquis of Rockingham bciug at tho head of the 
mtoiatry. Hopes of some poeeihle accommadation ntrc entcrtoiaed, by 
Lord Shclbume and bis party, according to Lord Chatham's ideas. 
Overtures were made to Adams at tho Hague, and to Franklin at 
Paris, to ascertain whether tho United States would agree to a 
separate peace, and to something short of tho entire Tocognitioa of 
thcdr iodepeudence. Sir Ouy Corleton, «ho was appointed to saper- 
sede Sb Henry Clinton, vas commisnoned to treat for pence. He 
nddresacd, therefore, a paeifio letter to 'Washington, and put a stop to 
tho predatory iocnrsions of the loyalist Indians, which had been long 
the Bconrge of the New York frontiers. Powers to livdt were comma ■ 
nicnted to eongreaa ; but that body declined to negotiate except in 
I conjuDction with France, [>nd at Paris. Franklin also had rcturoed 
for answer, through Richard Oswald, a British merchant who had 
formerly largo commercial dealings with .America, and who had l)Mm 
sent to Paris for the purpose of sounding him, that nothing than of 
independence, satis&ctory boondorics, and a participation in ttw 
fishotics, would bo admitted as the foundation for a treaty. 

On July Ist, Lord Rockingham died, and Lord Shclbume n 
him. The tIcwb of the king were now strengthened by hi* mfdj 
ter'i dikinclination for the dismemberment of the empire, 
hod cnpturi.>d nearly the whole fleet of Dc Grasse in the M'lwt Ii 
and Fngland was again trinmpbant in the wctitern 1 
Never' helcaa the king, iu proroguing porliiuncut on Julr 11th, ■] 
of his onxions wish for peace. In August, on act of parliament n 
obtained, authorising a ncgotialiDn with America, and OmraU 
tvlurntd to France, t« Ireut with the American agents and oomnu*- 
sioners, Franklin, Adams and Jay. 

Bilfienllics arose inuncdialely. Itie comntisuonen were BtitlwiriMd 
to euueludc a peace with the agents of certain Cokmit*. Jay ottfecifd, 
and revised to proceed until Oswald come impnwored to tiiMt «riA 
the agents of the "United Stntei of America." This objection hcifif 
otercome, others bad orincn in the meantime. Tlw Tttaeh a 
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Vcrgtnnes, from what motive doci. not cxaitlj- appear — perhaps from 
Dot being wholly favaurable to the dcw repoblie — while he inBli- 
gatoi the AmericanB to insist on their share of the Newfoundland 
fiahcT}-, urged the British gavcmnitut not to make the eoncession. 
The British ugeulK.howtfTcr, aware of the double dealing ofVcrgennea, 
ezpoied it, and aatisfied tbo American commissioQcrs that in thia 
Kspect nothing niu to be feared ; and no time waa lost in bringing 
the tnatjr to a concliuioii. On the 30th of NoTembcr, tbcreforir, the 
preliuunarieaof thcartielesaf peace were tignedata private meeting 
unknown to Vcrgcnnce, although this proceeding was contrary to their 
origioal treaty with France and the late orders of nongreas. 

Vcrgcones eompioincd of being duped, and felt, or pretended, great 
inilignatioii at what he called American chicanery; ncTerthelese, to 
Utile did it affbct him that, a few days afterwards, he agreed to 
advaooe k new loon of six million of livrea, to enable America to meet 
11m <zpHUM of the coming year. But there was good rcaaan for aus- 
picion : Vcr^fennea was soon afterwards discovered, in conjunction 
Willi Spain, labouring to limit the boundaries aasigncd to the United 
SCates, and eornolly advising the British not to yield too liberally.* 

So uisioiu was the British minister to announce the coming peace, 
tlut eight dayt before the proliminaric* were signed by the American 
agaata, he oddnaaed a letter to the lord mayor of London, to acquaint 
faim with llu) speedy conclusion of the negotiations, and that parlia- 
Bwnt WMild ha prorogued in consequence from the 26lh of Korcmbcr 
li> tfae Ath of December. 

Ob dw Olh of December parliament accordingly met, and the Ichig 
■JMIDiinc*4 that, in pursuit of a general pacification, he had offered tu 
daclaro the American culonim free and indcpcadcQt states ; and addt'd, 
with evident discomposure of manner, that in admitting the scpa- 
ntioa of the coIodips from the crown of Great Britain, he bad sacri- 
ficed cTcry consideiution of his own to the wishes and opinion of his 
ptopk. 

Ou the 20th of January, 1783, the preliminaries of peace were 

^pied at Paris, the American sigDatnrcs being those of John Adania, 

Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens. Btforo ng^ing 

the addr«M, Pranklin, it is sud, put ou triumphantly the dma suit, 

* Ksigbt's " PieConal BlMuiy ot Eoglaiid." 



which be bad 
British privy eonncil.* 

The British moiiBrch acknowledged bj these nrrnnpemtnU 
freedom, aovereignty and indepeadenco of the United Stutm, relin- 
qoishing all claims to the goTenunent, proprietary, and territorial 
rights of the same. The bonndorieB allowed embraced a larger oxteut 
of territory than the States, when colonics, had cUtimed. At the 
commencement of the negotiation, the British commissioners had 
claimed the country north of the Ohio as a pitrt of Canada, to whichr 
indeed, the Quebec act annexed iL They sought also to extend the 
wcBtem limits of Noto Scotia, as far as the Pemaquid, ac<«rding to 
the old Frcneh claim. These points, however, were compromified ; 
the peninsula of Upper Canada was yielded to the British, the etutera 
boundary of the United Stales remdninf^ fixed at the St. Croix. 
The northern limit of Florida, according to the proclorantion of 1783, 
was agreed to os the soOlhem boundary of the United States, 
the river St. Mary's from its mouth to its soorcc, a due west 
thence to the Appolachicula, and from that river to the Mian 
the Stst degree of north latitude. But, by a secret article, 
agreed that if Britain, at tlic peace witb Spain, shoidd still 
West Florida, the northern boundary of that province was to be a 
due cast line from the mouth of the Yazoo to the river Chnttahoocbec 

Full liberty was secured to the Americans to take fish of every kbd 
on the Grand Bank, and all other banks of Newfoundland, as 4IM in 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and all other jilacc* in tbe sen where tlMj 
had formerly been accustomed to fish. The navigation of tLe Miadt- 
uppi, from its source to the ocean, was for ever to trmain free mi 
open to tbe subjects of Great Britaio and Ibe citivens of tbe UMlcd 
State* alike. All the Brilioh armies, gurrisoas and Sttin, were to b* 
withdrawn with all convenient *peed from the United Stales, withnat 
causing any dtilraction, or carrying oteoy 0/ n^rort, or any a(W 
propertx/ qf the Amerieant ; this last clause being isMTted at tte 
instance of Henry Laurens, who reptvsentcd thea1aTeholdingintn««ta 
of America, a;id who hod arrived at Paris two day* pretioo* to dw 
•Igoing of tlie prvUminariua. A great deal wu wid on th» ml 
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of allowing compcmatian to the American lojalislE, on Dnfgrtnnato 
cUm wUcli bad strong doinu on the British govemmcnl. The Ame- 
rican commiasionera, however, resolutely opposed all compensation, 
FraoUin even declaring that thej- would rather riah a war hy them- 
mWcb aluau than consent to anj indemnification for the euemiea of 
•nd the traitors to their country, A chuse was, however, inserted, 
eonially reooniinendiiig the legislatores of the rcspcetive Slates to 
provide for the restitution of oil ealalca, rights, and properties which 
had been confiscated, belonging to real BriCtsli rabjccta. 

While theao negotiotions and eyents were taking place in Europe, 
all was not peace and latisfactian in America ; and as ri^cardcd tho 
case of the loyalbti, the prospect of peace witli the concession of 
Great Britain was anything but acceptable. AVc will take one inci- 
dent to show the state of feeling between tho two parties. After the 
American luccosses in the Caiuliuas andGcoi^{ia,andtho eapitulatioa 
of York Town, the loyalists, maddened by the loss of their property 
and friends, and tho hopeless prospects before them for the future, 
dctenniiied to take tho law iato their own hands, and on the first 
oecasion hang a rcpublioan in retaliation. ^Vhitc, a loyohst, hod 
been pat to death for aome canse on the 30th of March ; on tho 12th 
of April, therefore, Joshua Hnddy, a captain in Washington's army, 
waa aeixcd and hanged, with the following label on his breast : " We, 
the rahgees, having beheld with grief the murders of our brethren, 
drtcrmino not to suffer without taking vengeance, and thus begin ; 
and ha*a owde uic of Captain Huddy as the fit«t object to present to 
your view; and further delcnnine to hang man for man while there 
i* arcAigee existing. Up goei Hudd^fur Philip While!" 

Savage as wa« this spirit of vengeance, it was tho natural growth 
ftf tha tsirible ■trugglo which for so many yean hud been going for^ 
waid in the heart of the country, and which gradually transforawd 
men into ficnda. This Philip %VhiIc, it appoors, wot murdered by a 
act cpf mon called tho " Monmonth Ketaliators," at the bead of which 
was a Geotral Forman, otherwise " Block David." Captain Hnddy, 
it was Mid, w«i also himself a reloliator. Sir Henry Clinton immo- 
dictely ordered the mnrdcren of lluddy to bo arrested ; and Captain 
Lippincotl, tbair leader, being tried by oourt-martial, a verdict of Not 
Ouilty was retnracd, on the plea that be had merely acted in obedience 
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to the comuiDndB of Mb supcrioi-s, the " Directors of the Board of 
Awooiatod Loyalists." WashJogton, diaatttisGcd will this dfciaioa, 
demanded that lippincott should be g^ven up to him, to be tried bj 
repvhUean law, which being refused, he nrole agnin, declaring that 
he, loo, in that case, woald retaliate. A few dajs after this second 
letter. Sir Hcnty CLintoa was suprrBcded b^ Sir Guy Carleton, who 
braugbt with him the first intimation of the witUcgucsi of the British 
goremmcnt to treat for peace with the United Slates on Ihe basis of 
their independence. To him Washington opplifd on the subject of 
Uppiocott, declaring, as he had already done to Sir Henry Clinton, 
his intention of retolialiuu, if Lippincott were not given up. The yonng 
offleer selected by lot for this melancholy and wicked purpose was 
Captain Asgill, n prisoner taken at York Town, son of Sir Charles 
Asgill, aad only nineteen years of age. Sir Guy Corloton, in reply to 
Washington's demand, Tcry properly broke up the Society of Associated 
Loyalists ; bnt Lippincott was still not given up. In the meantime, the 
rank and peculiar circumstances of young Asgill bad aroused a stToDg 
party to inlercado in liis behalf; but it was not until Novcmb<T that 
this young man was set at liberty and allowed to 
Whether in reality he would have suffered innocently under Was 
ton's throat of retaliation, we cannot say ; but hii liberation appe 
nthcr to haro been the result of intorfcrcneo than 

a the part of the American commander. Lady AbjjiII wrutp, in 
Inly, a very affecting letter to tlie French minister Vcrgenncs, 
beae(vbing his intcrfereuco as a friend of Washington's, with that 
commander ; and this Ictler being read by Voigcuncs to the kii^ and 
queen uf France, they commissioned the minister to add their demires 
to his own, " that the inquietudes of an unfortunate mother might be 
calmed, and her tendemcaa reassured." Woshinglon, on this, fbr- 
varded Ihe copy of Lady Asgill's letter, which hod been sent to him. 
together with that of the French ministcT, to congress, and the T««ak 
WW an order from that body, dnitd 7th of November, 
A^iil at liberty. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

STATS OF THE OOUKTBT AFTER THE WAS. 

AVOTHEB great cause of anxiety at this mcftnent, though by no 
means a fresh one, was the poverty of the American government, 
which rendered the sitnation of the Republic, even after it had 
achieved its object, extremely critical. In the prospect of peaoe, 
and the consequent disbanding of the army, where was the money to 
be found to pay its long arrears, to say nothing of the gratuities 
which had been promised to both officers and men on the termination 
of the war? In May, 1782, Washington wrote of his army on tho 
Hudson, as destitute of provisions and in a state of disorder and 
almost mutiny ; and that if the British knew his real situation, and 
were to make a sudden attempt, he must be driven from his post. 
Of the army in the South, also, General Greene wrote in August an 
account still more melancholy. He said that of his men, one-third 
were "entirely naked, with nothing but a pair of breeches about 
them, and never came out of their tents," and that the remainder were 
*' as ragged as wolves." Their food was as bad as it could be, ** their 
beef perfect carrion, and even of that they had often none at all ; " 
and that the spirit of the army was so mutinous that executions were 
not unfrequent to check it. Washington feared that even this 
terrible remedy would lose its effect, and that peace with Britain, if 
it came, might bo succeeded by a social war, so difficult would it bo 
to disband an army with weapons in their hands, who had no 
prospect belbre them but poverty and starvation. Well might a deep 
gloom rest at thk time upon his mind. 

In the month of July, the rate of interest demanded for money was 
sixty per cent. In September, Morris, on whose credit the national 
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bank in Philndt'Iphia had been established, confessed that he hod 
money, and as to borrowing marc, it would only increase the mischief, 
as he saw no proapcct of pay:nent. 

About thia aamo time the French aniiliaiy arm^ marched &om 
■ Virginia to Boston, where it embarked, Hildreth says that tho 
conduct of the French troops, during the two jeara and a half that 
they hod been in the country, had been very exemplary. They had 
done less mischief on their marches than the same number of 
American aoldiers ; and the regularity with which all their supplin 
were paid for in cash, contrasted moat favourably with the means by 
which tho American troops were too often «nbsisted. 

The boundary line of some of tho states having, as we have already 
said, been a fertile subject of dispute for many years, became in some 
few instances Mttlcd during tho present jeor. Hence, tho wcsttm 
boundary of Peansylvania being decided, Pittsburg returned again to 
tho jurisdiction of that state. The quarrel, t«o, was adjusted bctwwn 
Cjnnecticnt and Pennsylvania, relative to the territorial claim to 
Wyoming, which also was settled in favour of tho larger state, nut 
wholly, however, to the satisfaction of the people of Wyoming. 

Between Vermont and New York an old dispute existed. New Yolk 
Bssertcda claim to the whole territory — Vermont resolutvly resittedi 
and being peopled by a stout, determined race, the Ore«n Munntdl' 
Boys hod, aa wo have already related, declared thcmaelvcs, 
nn independent atate, and a« such hud applied to <x 
aion into tho Union. The delegates of New York prevented 
admission, but nothing daunted by their rejection, they 
their own constitution, and chose the farmer and innkeeper, 
Chittenden, aa governor. To bo an innkeeper in those primitli*, 
sturdy times, was not to be a man of an inferior elaaa; thnf 
Americiui generals, Putnam, Whcodon, and Sumner, wen in- 
keepers, as well as the clear-headed and stout- brnrted gortnurtf 
Vermont. Besides the dispute with New York, the Orcvn Moaaldi 
Boys had a second with their crjually sturdy neigbbour. New B*B(>' 
ihitv, the ground of which was this ; sixteen ncwly^cttW to**- 
ships, on the eastern side of the Canneeticot River, had applied to )• 
s a part of Vermont, in order to escape tram the httij 
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on both sides of the river ncit endc«voured to conBtitute thcmaclfes 
into a new state, under the name of New Conoecticat. Thia secession 
caused New Hampshire, in retaliation, to lay claim to the whole 
territory of Vermont. New Hampshire and New York both claiming 
Vermont, Massachasctls next started np as a claimoJit oIad, and 
demanded, on the plea of her old rights, the whole southern p-^rtion 
of this coTeted little stale. Congress now offered to interfere and 
aettle the question of this disputed territory, which MttssochoMlts 
objected to, in the fear thnt by tbii means she would not come in for 
•nr portion at all. Vennont, in the meantime, had made up her 
mind to abide do decision of congress, any more than to yield to any 
of the sepamtc claimant »tate9, ond now took a slep, in the persons 
of her bold mat, the former Chittenden and the two warlike brothers 
Ethan and Ira Allen, the true intention of whieh hoji never yet been 
clearly ascertained. Negotiations were entered into with the British 
BDthoritia in Canada, probably with a twofold view of guarding 
agnin»t innsion from that side in the present critical (late of their 
DAain, and of operating on tho fears of congress. The scheme 
nppcnrtJ to answer ita purpose ; congresa promised to recognise Ver- 
mont as an independent state, providing she would relinquish her 
«Dm»chfneDts on New York and New Hampshire. Vermont 
dclilicr«ted ) and New York and ^cw Bampsbire protesting against 
llw interference of congress, declared that they would send in troops 
lo wtabliah their claims to the whole. Ciril war seemed at hand, 
when Washington interfered, liko the parent among his quarrelsome 
children, and recommended that the New Hampshire townships 
ohonld b« mtored to the origiool stale, which was agreed to, and 
Vtmont Bfua applied to bo received into the Umon, when again 
New York intffrfprcd to prevent the accomplishment of her wishe*. 
ITii" was in February, 1782, when peace with Great nritisn was 
looked upon as certain. And now camo a time when Vermont 
triuin|>hcd over bcr more powerful neighbours, and cared very liltic 
for admiwiun into the t'niuo. She was thus &ec from continental 
drbt, and tho perpetual ealb of congress for money. 

Tlie Dpptailion wkich Now York made to the admi»ion of Vennont 
into (he Union was strengtbencd by the four Southern States, who 
i Ictt tbrir own bukwoodamf n should follow llic example of 
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the bold little nortbem stale. K on tacky, which in 1781 had ir 
io groatly tlmt it was divided into three countie» — Jefferaon, 
Fttj-ette, and Lincoln — hud, as we alrraidy know, long since petition 
congress on the subject, and iimilor ideas prevailed among I 
settlers on tho Tennessee.* 

Though the main armies were lying in a state of ii 
the present year of pacific negotiation, war still prevailed, and tl 
with unusual severity, on the wedtem Iroatiera. Tl)e ChristiBa 
DelawarCB settled on the river Muskinghum, in tho present stat« <rf 
Ohio, where they had many flourishing and populous viUagci^ 
suffered cruelly at this period. Unlike the Indians in general, tl 
had, as followers of Christ, renounced war and tile weapon* of « 
and lUQied at preserving throughout these troubled times a peril 
neutrality. The hostile Indians, on their way from Detroit and tl 
north-west to the American frontiers, demanded snpplies from thcM 
Dclawarcs, whose villages lay directly on the war-path, and whkli 
they hod no means of refusing. Hence they were regarded br tha 
backwoodsmen as "the half-way-house" of the enemy, and Mm- 
pelted, in the autumn of HSl, to abandon their pcoeefal and pn*- 
perous homos, and remove to Sandusky on I^o Erie. The foUawing 
winter, being reduced to great suSbring from the want of provuirai, 
tbey obtained pennisdon td return to the Muskinghum, to gatkerii 
the Cora left standing in the fields. Just then some murders bra^ 
committed, near Pittsburg, by a wandering party of Shawanec^ tlw 
Delawnres, though innocent, were susiiected, and about RilIet}^ gM 
of the neighbourhood, under the Icadenhip of one Wil 
marched to the Muskinghum to take vengeance. For v 
ca§i>e, they crossed the river in a wooden trough made to hold a 
aap, two men nt once, and arrived nt the centre viUagr 
jmrty of Christiaii Indians were gulhering in their c 
In^aiu of another village were sent for, and a council held to d 
on their &te. WitliamsoQ referred tho mnttor to his mwi, 
only voted for merey. the remainder, holding the faith earn 
the frontiers, that "an Indian had no mom soul than a 
«wc for the munler of all. They runfacd on their pny, Virifr i 
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hand, and soon ninety nmurmed Indians, avowing, like themaelyee, 
fidth in Christ, ]aj bleeding on the gronnd. 

Nor did this satisfy them. Flushed with snocess, oontinnes Hil- 
dreth, from whom we take this account, 480 men inarched in May, 
under Colonels Williamson and Crawford, to oompleto the destruction 
of the Christian Indians, by assaiHog Sandusky, which, however, 
lay in the midst of Indians of a very different character. Waylaid 
by a hostile party near Sandusky, they were attacked by an over- 
whelming force, and obliged to retreat with much loss of life. 
Williamson made his escape, but Crawford and many more foil into 
the hands of the Indians, who burned him at the stake, together 
with his son and his son-in-law, in revenge for the murders at the 
Muskinghum. 

1782 was a disastrous year in Kentucky, from the same cause. 
Several Indian battles occurred, but the one at the Big Blue lick 
was the bloodiest ever fought in Kentucky. We will give it some- 
what in detail, from Lippincott's Cabinet History of Kentucky, as 
a specimen of border warfare ; and a picture also of the perils ot 
backwoods-life. On the southern banks of the Elkhom stood 
Bryanf s Station, containing about forty cabins, strongly palisadoed 
and garrisoned by fifty men. On the 12th of August, news 
reached them that a Captain Ilolden, with a party of seventeen, had 
been defeated by the Indians near the Upper Blue Licks, and that 
the loyalist, Simon Girty, with other reftigees, and an army of 600 
Indian warriors, might be almost hourly expected. The garrison, 
thus warned, were under arms when Oirty and his armj approached. 
The enemy, aware that preparation was made for their reception, 
left a considtfftble body in ambush near the spring which, at some 
little distance, supplied the station with water, and only a small 
portion appeared before the place, hoping to entice the garrison out- 
side their defences, while the remainder were so posted, in cose this 
scheme succeeded^ aa to storm one of the gates and cut off their 
return. Fortunately, however, when just about to sally forth, a 
sndden firing in the opposite direction made them aware of their 
danger, and closing their gates, they awaited the enemy within their 
defences. But they had no water. Without water they must perish. 
In this difficult the women came to their aid. They would venture to 
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fetch walrr from the spring, in the hope that the Indiana Ijing iu 
ambosh woiilil nut onmask thcmsclvDS mcrel; to women. Accordiugly 
a body of eldtrly matrona marthed down to tho apriag, where lay 
about oOD Indian woiriora in ambush. Their fiiith saved themi they 
supplied the waate of tho slation, and Dot a aiiiglo ahut waa fired. 

Messengers wcro ecnt off to all tho nearest atatjona to summon 
help, which might now soon bu oxpeclod ; accordingly thirteen young 
men salliud out upon the decoy-party, and at that moment Oirty 
rushed forward at the head of the main-body towarda tho gate 
intending to force au entrance. But the garrison was ready for him aud 
his party, and they wore driven back. In a few minutes they wwo 
again out of sighL About two o'clock in tho oftemoao, sixteen men 
on horseback, and about double that number on foot, troiu a netuhjM 
bonring station, approached in aid of their besieged friends. All lfl^| 
■ilent, no enemy to be seen. On one side of the road which led i^H 
tho Tillage, lay a large field of 100 ocros full of standing corn; «* 
thick wood was on the other, and amid the com and within tho 
wood were the Indiana crouched, waiting within pistol-shot the 
approach of Uiia little band. Aa the horsemen entered the lane a 
sudden firing commeuced. They put spurs to their horses, the lone 
was deep in duat, amid a eloud of which they escaped and reached 
the fort unharmed, the gates of which were opened to receive thooL 
The men on foot were teas fortunate ; paasiug by a abort cnl Ihioagh 
trio com, they heard the firing and rushed to the auceour of tbdir 
friends. Luckily tho Indian guna being then mostly disohai^id, 
and the rifles of tho Keutuckions loaded, they had some odrantAge, 
and by pointing them at the Indians, and dodging and running 
deeper into the corn, were enabled to keep them at bay for > 

Some entered the wood and escaped through the cane thiokt 
some were shot down g otiiere maintained a running fight, slopp 
to load and Kre from behind trees. One stout young fi'llow, bola 
hard pressed by Girty and aercTal ladions, fired ; Girty fell, but tl 
bsU struck a thick piece of soling-Ieather which lined a [xnich w 
b* wore, and saved bis life. Six white men wore killed, nut m 
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r retumMl to the fbrt, ana knowing thai t 
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ndghbooring station would soon take the alarm and msh to the aid 
of their friends, the chiefs proposed to raise the siege, bat Oirty 
determined to try the effect of negotiation first. Crawling on his 
hands and knees, therefore, in Indian feishion, to the dose neighbour- 
hood of one of the gates, where stood the stomp of a tree, he mounted 
it, and with a fag of truce in his hand hailed the ganison, com- 
mending them for their bravery, bat sssoring them that resistance 
was Tain, as he had 600 men with him and honrlj expected rein- 
forcements and artillery, and advising them, therefore, to surrender, 
when not a hair of their heads should be hurt — otherwise he would 
blow the whole place into the air. ** Shoot down the villain ! " said 
many Toices ; but the flag of truce protected him. No answer being 
retnmed, he cried, ** Do you know who it is that speaks to you P " 

'^ Do we know you ? " exclaimed an energetic young man named 
Reynolds, who undertook to give reply in the name of the garrison ; 
^ Yes, we know you, Simon Girty ! " and then proceeding in the same 
strain, he said, that he himself had a good-for-nothing rascally dog, 
and that for want of a bad name be called him Simon Girty ; adding, 
that if he had artillery coming he might bring it up ; that they too 
expected reinforcements ; and that, in short, if Girty and his gang 
remained fburnind-twenty hours longer before the place, their scalps 
would be soon drying on the roofs of the cabins. 

Such was the reply to Girty. It was very offensive, but it was 

irresistible, and the next morning they retired so precipitately that 

several pieces of meat upon their roasting-sticks were left and their 

fires stiU burning. By noon 160 men had assembled at Brian t's 

Station, under Colonels Todd, Trigg, Boone, and (he celebrated Major 

M'Gary. The Xentuckians are remarkable for their impetuosity, 

which amounts almost to rashness. In the afternoon they were all 

remdj and impatient to set off in pursuit ; M'Gary objected to this 

precipitancy, but was overruled. The party was mostly mounted. 

At the Lower Blue Licks they came in sight of the enemy, who, 

^ hirinfl: reached the southern bank of the Licking, were then ascend- 

* htg the rocky ridge on the other side. The Indians halted for a 

I foment, turned round and gazed at their pursuers, and then quietly 

liKOoecded onward. The Kentuckians halted also, and consulted 

liDgether what was best to be done. Boone, who understood perfectly 

P 2 



2ia 




F THE CNITEn STiTES. 



the Indian mode of warfsrp, expressed hia belief that an ambush wm 
pUatod in a ravine aboat a mile in advunco. Ho advised to wait tar 
IiOgsn, who might be expectod soon to join them with rciitfarccmenti. 
Waiting, I iwever, did not suit their ardont temperaments : and 
M'Gory sm lenlj raiuDg the war-whoop, spurred hii iiorse into the 



Btream, wavin ' \ ' ' 
follow me ! " and all folio- 
As Boone hod expected 
than thcj were attacked ; a 
staggered and fell in eve 
being oompletelj conceal 
puTHued, and now th 
Tho ford WM narrow, >. 
B Rccne of horrible 
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I back to the river; the Indiana I 
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lerB were killed there. It 

plooging, riders falling, othott 
nttemptiQj; to mount, and amid all, the blood/ Indian tomahavk 
doing ita cruel work. 

One man named Nctherfield, who had been laughed at as n coward, 
and who had never dismounted, was the first to reach the opposite shore. 
Here, soon joined by some of bis comrades, he looked round, and seciuj 
the massacre that was going forward, pulled rein as he oselaimed. 
" Halt ! firo on tho Indians '. Protect the mcu in the river ! " And on 
this all wheeled nmnd, fired, and rescued several poor fellow* in the 
htrc.im over whom tlio tomahawk was lifted. 

Itcynolds, the young man who rejilied to Girty, had a narro" 
escape. Finding in tho retreat an officer wounded, he dismounlni 
and gave him his horse, when he was immcdiitely seized by thrw 
Indians. Tliey were just about to despatch him, when two o 
while men rushed by. Two of the sovagea started in {lursuit, sol 
the tllird having stooped to fiislen his moccasin, Itcynolds spn9$ 
away from him and csca[K'd. 

More than sixty Ken tuck i an 8 were slain in this battle ; amonp whon 
were six officers and the son of Daniel lloone. Such as tt^gaini>d lif 
shore, too weak to rally, started homeward in great dejection. Oi 
their way they met Logan. He had reached Urjant's Station willi 
COO men, soon after their departure. Nothing now remained bnl M 
go back and bury the dead. Logan aecom]iunied them. Arrived »* I 
tho scene of cam a^, an awful spectacle presented itaclf; tbcdi 
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bodies were strewed over the ground as tfaej had fidlen ; the heat 
was intense, and birds of prey were feeding on the carcases. The 
bodies were so mangled that none oonld distinguish friend or rela- 
tive. The dead were buried as rapidly as possible. 

Nor was this all the carnage. The Indians after the defeat had 
scattered, but only to sweep through other settlements, canying 
everywhere destruction before thenu 

Innumerable instances of suffering fortitude and heroiBm abound 
in this portion of the American border-history. One passage from 
the life of a Kentucky pioneer we will give, even at the risk of being 
thought to dwell too long on this subject. 

I>uring this same troubled year of 1782, late in the summer, pre- 
diitory bands of Indians having committed great ravages in the 
▼icinity of Elizabeth Town, Silas Hart, sumamed by the Indians 
** Sharp-Eye," assembled a party of settlers and pursued the maraud- 
ers. In the pursuit Hart shot their chief^ and his brother, having 
Towcd vengeance, came secretly with a small band of warriors to 
Elizabeth Town, and commenced the woik of plunder and destruction. 

The neighbourhood was roused, and the Indians fled, Hart being 
again the foremost in pursuit. Finding it impossible to overtake 
the savages, the people returned to their homes ; and the Indians, 
who kept close watch upon their movements, turned when they 
turned and followed them back to the settlement. 

Hart reached home, some five miles from Elizabeth Town, about 
duftk, and fearing no enemy, went to bed and slept soundly. The 
next morning, the Indians, who had secreted themselves round the 
hoa«e in the night, suddenly appeared at the door, and the brother 
of the £dlen chief deliberately shot Hart dead. The son of Hart, a 
boy of twelve, no sooner saw his father fall than, grasping a rifle, he 
sent a bullet through the chief before he could enter. 

The Indians rushed into the house ; again the foremost warrior 
was killed by a blow from a hunting-knife in the hands of the 
resolute boy ; the family, however, were speedily overpowered and 
carried into captivity. The daughter, unable to bear the fatigues of 
a Ibroed march, was despatched by the Indians at a short distance 
tnm the settlement. The mother and son were doomed to a linger- 
ing and painful death. 
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'When the piiBonerB reBeh«d tiic Wnbaah, prpparatioiis wbiv mads 
for their eseculion. Fortunately, the cslraordm»ry herMBm of tha 
boy having loachcd the heart of an influential troman of the tribr, 
his life was spari'd at her intercession. 5Ira. Hart wai also tared 
from the stake bj the intorrention of a chief. The mother and son 
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The haolt »ett 
ties of loj-aliata hud (Jheroa 
on one occasion mode pj 
Carollaa and Georgia mi] 
laid wrwte the Cherokee 

In February, Oencm' 
vanian troops under ^ 
Clarke, vrho commanded lu 



I their desolate homes. 
lina were mva^ed also by par- 
)ther of General Pickens being 
tho head of a body of Sontli 
Pickeoa, in return, invaded and 

g reinforced by the Pentwyl- 
died htm into Georgia^ vhen 



and having raTOgcd and deitn^ed ererything in hia way, letiied to 
Savannah. The people of Georgia, republicans and loyalists, were 
BO impoverished by mutual plunder, that even seed-com was hordlr 
to be had. In June, Wayne's camp was attacked by a body of Crect 
Indians, who, however, were repulsed with loss. In July, tho British 
forces evacuated Savannah, carrying with them not iess than 5,000 
negroes. In October, a new expedition against the Cherokecs, under- 
taken by Pickens, resulted in a treaty by which Georgia obtained ill 
the Cherokee lands south of the Savannah acid east of Chattohoochec. 
and the Creeks shortly after relinquished all claim to the lauds aft 
of the Altamaha and Oconee. Skirmishing continued in the neigii' 
bourhood of Charleston till near the end of the year, in tvhich loaie 
valuable lives were lost, that of the younger Laurens being one. On 
December 14th. Charleston wac evacuated.* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



FIRST TEARS OF PEACE. 



Thr jear 1 783 commenced with the old money difficulties. Peace was 
now certain ; but the disbanding of the army without money to pay 
its arrears, was a difficulty which all the wisdom and the courage of 
the young republic knew not how to overcome. Many schemes were 
suggested ; among the rest, one had been started the preceding year, 
which, bowever, met with no encouragement ; but as it presents the 
Doble spectacle of a human being superior to temptation and ambition, 
we must be allowed to pause upon it for a moment One Louis 
Nicola, a colonel of the Pennsylvanian line, regarding the financial 
difficulties of America ai the result of republican principles, became 
the agent of a party in the army who held similar views. It was 
proposed, therefore, that a monarchical government should be estab- 
lished, with Washington at his head, the army, of course, coming in 
for a fair share of offices and emoluments. Nicola was employed to 
lay the plan before the commander-in-chief, which he did in a plau- 
sible and elaborate letter. The government proposed for America 
was, however, to be no ordinary monarchy $ ** nevertheless," said the 
writer, ** strong arguments might be adduced for admitting the title 
of king." 

Washing^ton's ambition was not of that vulgar kind. The proposal 
astonished, displeased and grieved him. He replied that no occur- 
rence during the whole war had caused him so much pain, as now to 
learn that such ideas existed in the army, ideas which he viewed 
with abhorrence and reprehended with severity. ** I am at a loss," 
continued he, "to conceive what part of my conduct can have given 
encouragement to an address which to me seems big with the greatest 
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mischief irbich could befall m; coimtrj. If I am not dcocived in the 
knowledge of myself, yon could not havu found a person to vhunt 
your Mhemes are more disagreeable." " Nevcrthelera," laid Vaah- 
ingtoii. turning to the root of the mUchief, " no man poSK8«e« k more 
(incere wish to see amp1« justico done to the army than I do; and as 
iar as my powen and in&uence, iu a oonstitiilioiial way, extend, they 
aboil be employed to effect it." 

No mote was heard of mukiiig Washington Idng. But the txaam 
of the army's discontent renisined no leas this year than they 
had duao tlie last, although coogresa did its utmost for their 
removal. Discontent and diaaffcctioa were growing apace. Etso 
Washington began sow to be censured for iuditference towards their 
troubles, because he had not removed them, and bccaosc his own 
private property left him independent of pay, whidi in fact, ho had 
dtclined from the first. 

CongresB was anxiously deliberating on somo means of iwaing 
money, when an anonymous invitation appeared, calling upon the 
general and field-officers, n-ith an officer from each company, to attend 
a meeting on the following day, for the purpose of taking thnr owa 
afihira into consideration. At the same time an artfol and energetie 
address waa circuluted, written, as was atttrwards ^goorcred, by 
Captain Armstrong, aide-dC'Camp to Gates, appealing to the poMtioB* 
of tbo officers, setting forth their unrequited dangers and suffcringii 
and advising them no longer to ask for josdce from congnas, bat 
with arms iu their hands to obtain it from that body through thilr 
bars. 

Washington, who was still in oomp at Newbuigh, aeeiog the fcarfti 
cridis which was now at hand, issued an order deoonucing the miinj- 
niuus call for ths meeting as irregular, and namiug a later day.oa 
M liich tho olitccrs were invited by himself to assemble for the pvrpOM 
of receiving the report of their conunittee sent to oongresaj whiU, ia 
the mtuiitiini', he had personal interviews with individual oS1ob«i 
and used all his influence to calm thtdr passions and to inAise a qont 
of contidonco and patience. 

The mti'ling lusembled, and Wathington row to read a ahort tftnA 
whieb be hod prepared. He took off his spectadea to wip« tbfii 
remarking that his eyes hod grown dim in the oerTioe of his waatl j i 




but time be had never doubted her jiutice. lie then, reading &om the 
papiTi appealed to the pabiotum and good eease of the officcra, 
and entreated them to rely on tlio justice of congresJ<, luid stigmatised 
the ikDonfmous addresaes as the work of some Bdtisli omisstury, whose 
object WHS disgrace to the army and ruin to the country. Then 
repeatiag in public the remonstrances he had used in private to 
diflcrmt officers, he retired from the meeting. No one rose to eoon- 
tcract the effect of the »pccch. A series of resolutions was then 
paued, expressive of unshaken confideace in congreaa, " and abhor- 
rence and disdain of the infamoiu proposal " contained in the anony- 
mons addresses.* 

Washington had pledged himself to the army to use his utmost 
influence with eongreua, and he redeemed his pled(^. The hoif-pay for 
life which hod been promised, was soon after commuted into five years' 
foil pay at onoe, the certificates to bo issued for it to bear interest at 
six per cent. 

The insurrection among the officers had been quelled, but the army 
tt*clf wss not satisfied. Three months' pay hod been promised, but 
as it was not forthcoming, the men thought probably that neither 
coold they do better than appeal to the fears of congress, as the 
officers themselves hod just before recommended. Congress was 
■itting at I'hilodcliihia, when a lettiT demnodijig their puy was sent 
to that body by the Pcnnsylvanian troops, just returned from the 
South, and immediately afterwards thnt part of the troops stationed 
at Lancaster marched to PhiUdelphia for the some purpose. Congreas 
desired that the militia might be called out ; but the council of Peon- 
rf Ivaaia, with President Diclceason at their head, frightened at this 
tlLreatcning aspect, demurred, alleging that the militia would not 
aet twlcsa some ontrage were committed. The mutineers, on reaoh- 
tag lb* «ity, were joined by the troops in bairaclis, and under the 
«WiiWOTd of seveo sergeants surrounded the State-house, where 
MOgRM and the stat« council were sitting, and demanded immediate 
paytaant. Tliey were only induced to disperse on being allowed to 
chOM» a eommittee to rcpr<«°nt their grievances. 

Cougrm, which felt itself doubly insulted by the mntincen and 

tlw pasiUaumity of the Philadelphia council, adjourned in disgiut 

• HiUntli. 
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to Prineetown, where they were received with great respect. Waib- 
iugton, on hearing of the revolt, sent 1,C0U tneu, who Uatanlly dis- 
persed tlie matinccra, Eeveral of whom were tried and coudemnfd hy 
ooiut-mBrtial, but afterwarda pardoned. 

It now bucame q wtLrmly-a^tated question whore coDgresB bI 
permanently hold its sittings, sioce Philadelphia had proved I 
to incapable of protecting that angnst body- One party advocated a 
federal city being established on the Delaware, another oa the 
Potomao, Murj-land offered Annapolis ; New York, Kingston on the 
Hudson : while the council of Philadelphia apologised and endea- 
voured to bring hack congress to their city, but in vain. It 
was finally agreed lliat, as soon as two suilable sites could be 
found, two federal cities should be created, at which congress should 
alternately hold its sittings, In the meantime Annapolis and Tten ton 
were to be used for that purpose, the next soBsion to be held at Anna- 
polis. The following year congress sat at Trenton, but adjourned to 
New York, where it conLinned to meet till thej-ear 1800, by which time 
the city of Woshingrton hod been prepared for a suitable federal teas 
of government. WashingtoD stands in a territory ten miles squair, 
coiled the Dialtict of Columbia, which bad been ceded to the geneni 
government by the States of Maryland and Virginia for that 
purpose, ' 

On the 19th of April, 1783, exactly eight years aflcr tlie battlo ol 
Lexington, the news of the preliminaries being signed between Orm 
Britain and the United Slates, with the consequent c 
hostilities, was published in the camp at Ncwburgh. Tlie p 
mation of peace waa celebrated, four days oAcrwarda, i 
camp, by fireworks and musketry; and the very army, "raggrdd 
wolves," waa at that moment so short of food that for ■ovpral d 
they had been without cither bread or rice. On June Sth, Washing- 
ton published a farewell letter addmaed to tlie goremoTs of th* 
States, urging oblivion of local prejudices and polilim, initiHolaUs 
union, a proper peace establishment, and careful provision far (k 
payment of the public debt. On November 3rd was itauod a Jiro- 
clamation fnim congrcca for (he general disbanding of Iho anny. 
which took place on the Ath i Wsalunglon having the day fnniam 
issued Lis ftirewcU ordeia. On tlie 2itk, the British troops haviat 
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all embarked at New York, a detachment of the AmcHcan annj, 
under CcnertLl Knox, catered and took possession. And here we 
may remark, that during the last year, 1762. the dcsertiims from the 
BriUab umj in New York bod been very frequent, especially from 
Amold't corps, the men ^in^ off with their horeea and anus, by 
threo, GTe« and sizes at a time, as did also many Hessians. 

On (he Mme day fbot the Amertciuu tcgoiaed posscesion of New 
York, Waahinglon also entered it, preparatory t« taking leave of the 
ortaj. We will give the aeconnt of these remarkable events from 
OnnUp's History of New York, who quotes principally from the 
oanutiTe uf an eye-witnesi : — " On that memorable day, the 35th of 
November, Ocncral Washington entered the city by the Bowery, the 
ontj tnod nt that time, accotnpanied by his friends and the dtioens, 
noatljr on horseback. At an appointed hour ths British troops had 
embarked, and their gallant fleet was standing; to «ea over ihe bay. 

"The military of the American army were under the command of 
Oeneral Euos, who took immediate possession of the fort, and pre- 
pared to hoist the American colours and flre an appropriate salale. 
^^w British, after taking down their Sag, had ' knocked off the eicala 
1 the flagstaff,' so as to prevent the American coloon 
1 bting haiated. Bat after an hour's hard labaar, in which a 
f played a distingoisbed port, the American standard was 
d on Fort George by this same saiJor-boy, a true typo of bold 
g Amrricai and asolute was fired of thirteen rounds immediately, 
4 three ebeera were ^ven. 

^ At the lime the flag was being hoisted, the river was covered with 
ti 81]«d with soldiers, to embark on board the shipping that lay 
1 the North River, — the boats at tbc time lay on their 
n, stems to shore, to observe the boining of the American colDn^^ 
during which time they preserved a profound silence. The boats rowed 
off to ihoir shipping when the salute of thirteen gons was Bred. 

** The commander-in-chief took up tus head-quarters at the tavern 
known as ' Bbck Sam's,' so called from its keeper, Samuel Francis, 
being b man of a dark complexion, and there he continued ncti! 
Itcc«mb«r the 1th. On that day at noon the officers assembled, when 
tbtir btlOTtd leader entered the room, and after addrcsedng them in a 





few words, concladed b; sayiu^ : ' I canuot come to each of yon to 
teiio leave, bat aboil be obliged to joa if jon will oome and ilukke me 
hy the hand.' 

" OetiGntl Koox, wbo hod wrved with bim from tlie commencement 
of hogdlitiM, was the first to cxporiouco the parting grssp of tha 
hero's baud ; and in turn all present, with tears and in Eilcnoe, 
pressed that hand which hud guided a natiaa through the s 
war, and was destined ofterwarcb to rule its destiniea. Leaving tha 
room, he passed through a lino of his brave soldiers to Whitehall, 
where he entered into a barge waiting for him. Ho turned to L 
assembled multitude, waved his hat, and then bado them a silent ] 
adicv, aa they thought, for ever." 

Congress was sitting then at Annapolis, and Washington hastened 
thither, to deposit in the honda of those from whom he had ri 
it, in the year 177A, his commission of commaudcr-in-chief of tha ] 
American forces. 

On hi* way. he deposited in the ControUer's-office at Philadelphia) I 
Iho acconnt of his expenses daring the war, secret-service monef ^ 
included, which amounted to £16,306 lis. 6d. A public audieno* 
was appointed by congress to recc-ivo him, and brieSy addmaing iL 
he offered his coogratulntlons on the tcrminaliun of the war, wai 
concluded by saying; " Ilaving Btiished the work ussiguedme, I now 
retire from the great theatre of action, and bidding an affectionate 
farewell to this august body, under whose orders 1 have so long octedt 
I here offer my commission and tako my leave of all the employmoitt 
of public life." 

Prom Aniiapatis Washington hastened to his homo at Mount Ver- 
non, which he had visited but once during tha eight year* of lul 
orduooi public service, and where he continued quietly living at 
"Farmer Washington" until summoned by the pablle voic« to a 
convention, for the amendment of the government fonnded by the eld 
confederacy of sovereign States, and of which we shall speak ifl ita 

Wo now return to tlie evacDatiou of America by the Britislk ' 
Four day* after the llritish troops hod loft New York. Long Island 
and Stat«n Island were given up. The whole • 
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OHM more wholly Americoa ; but tbe weatera frontier-po^ts of Os've- 
gaCchie, Oawcgo, Niagara, Presquu Isle (duw Erie), Sanduiky, Detroit, 
and Mackinaw, wcro still held by BritiHli gorriiiotis, 

Henry Laorens, it will be remembered, had caiued the insertioa of 
an Mticie in tbe treaty of peace, to prohibit the carrying away of 
slaveB under the protection of the British. This referred principally 
to VirginiB and the Corolinaa, where great numben of slaves bod 
joined the British, nnder promise of protection. Sir Ucnry Clinton, 
however, was not diapofled to pay attcntioa to this prohibition ; and 
when Washington reminded him of it. he replied that it would be 
highly dishonourable to the British flag W surreuder any who had 
taken refuge under it. Accordingly he sent oif all Hucli nvgroca in 
the first embarkation, in order that their safety might be secured. 
They were token to Notb Seotin, and thence many of them emigrated 
to Bierra Leone, where tbeir descendants, oi merchants and traders, 
now constitute tbe wealthiest and moat intelligent population of that 
African colony.* 

There hod also been an attempt, on the part of Britain, to provide 
for the safety and indemniiication of the loyalists, in Iha treaty of 
pe«ce. Little, however, could bo done for them by this mcro nn»>i- 
meadalion of justice and humanity. I'ho difficulty of finding tnuis- 
potlA for the romoval of the loyalists, who bud crowded into New 
York with thcLr famitlM, delayed the evacuation of that city couni- 
dvrably. The penalty of the American laws compelled them to 
ab«ndaa their country, although at tho sacrifice of weultli and pro- 
perty. Many of Lhem, howcTcr. spite of the confiscations, puBsossed 
considcrmble wealth, which liud been made during the war by pri- 
valocring and as sutlers to tbe Itrttiih army. Thooo from the 
NartbcTD States settlvd principally in Novo. Scotia or Canada ; 
4$0 sailed to Nora Scotia in the month of October, from New 
York, under a strong couToy. They were fomishcd by the Britiali 
with proftsions for a year; rations for a passage of twenty-one 
days ) clothing ; tools for husbandry, together with arms and ammu- 
nition. ITiey were to receive also grants of land. The greater num- 
tor of them, howovcr, gradually retomeJ to the United Btates, wbm 
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a few jeoTB bod worn nwaj the iiiTetcrac; of die hatred felt Bgainet 
liiem. ThosQ from the Southera States found refuge in the Biitish 
West India Isknda. The teeliag against the lojaliats was reiy 
strong in the South, where th« Boiferings of the people hod been 
severe and more recent. Iq re-eatablishing the Stale govemmcnt of 
South CaroUoa, none were nllowod to vote who had taken British 
protection. Among the very earliest proceedings of the asBembly, 
waa the passage of a law banishing the moet activo Biitisb porliians, 
and confiscating their property. The serricea of General Gic«ae 
wore rewarded by a grant of 10,0()0 guinoas, to purchnae him an 
estate. Tho Georgia Assembly passed a similar law of faonuh- A 
ment and oonfiscation, and Greene received also from this prorinca , 
the present of aeonliscated estate ; while North Carolina ackaowledgtd 
his services by a prant of wild lands.* 

The loyalists, finding that (he mere recommendation of indemui^ 
from'Great Britain did not secure it to them trom the Stat« goreni- 
ment, appointed a committee of their body to lay their grievances and 
their faithful services before the British parUamenl. A commissioa 
was accordingly appointed to inquire into and report upon their clainu 
and losses ) and in 1791, 4,123 claims were admitted, amounting W 
upwards of £8,000,000. All eloima of £10,000 and under were paid 
io full, the remainder in a thrcc-and-a-half per cent, stock. Claiatanu 
whose losses were tho deprivation of lucrative offices received equiTi- 
knt pensions. On tho whole they were extremely well provided for 
and indemnified. The Penn and Calvert famihes received a consider- 
able portion of this parliamentary allowance ; besides which, we muM 
not omit to mention that, in 177!), Pennsylvania, by act of assembli. 
granted to the heirs of William I'ouQ, on the relinquishment of quit- 
rents and proprietorj'claims, the sum of £130,000, to be paid by instal- 
ments, commencing tho first year after the peace. The State of 
llarj'Iand was less liberal, as I'cgardcd her proprietory claims, on the 
plea of the iUegitimaey of the infant representative of the Calverts. 

Whilst the great strug-gle for iiidc()endence had hcca going on, snd 
every state in turn. New Hampshire excepted, had been the stxne ot 
a desolating war, (he heart of the nation had still been so vigoroauT 

• UUdreth, 
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bUts that tho argauiBation of the local gnyemmeDts and the airangQ 
meal of tiaTiia fi>r coufederation ivnd vmion had never tor one momeiil 
been lost BJ^t of. Liberty and cnh'ghttnmcnt gradually advanced, 
olctiangh the revolution mode no violent change iu the potitival insti- 
lutioiut of America, beyond castin;; oS the superintending power of 
I be motber-coantry, and that power in a great degree was replaced bf 
the untboritf of congreia. 

"'Ilii) most marked pecnliarity of the revolution," eontijiues the able 
luBtorioo, Uildretb, to whom 1VC arc so largely indebted, "was the public 
recognition of the theory of the equal lights of man — a theoi^setforth 
ia tho declaration of colomol rights, made bj the first congress at Phila- 
delphia; wlemulf reiterated in the Declaration of Independence) and 
esprecsly or tacitly recognised as tho foundaCion-prini'iple of oil the 
new guremments. This principle however, encountered, in eusting 
prejudices and iostitutiona, many senous and even formidable ob&tatles 
lo ila general application, giving rise to several striking political 
anomalies. Of these the most ttaitling was domestic slnverf, on 
iottitntion inconsUtent with the equal rights of man. That this 
anomaly was felt at the time, ia clearly enongh evinced by the fuct 
that no distinct provision on the subject of slavery appears in any 
State c«n*titatt04i, except that of Delaware, which provided " that 
no person hereafter imported from A&ica ongbt to be held in siaveiy 
wider any pretence whatever ; and that no negro, Indian, or mulatto 
■lava ooght to ba brought into tiiia slate for sale from any port of tho 
world." 

Prior to die revolution the anti-aUvery atmggle had began in 
X*w England; and in IT'T, a nuuibcr of slaves on board a prtRc^hip 
toJun by on American privatct-r and brought into Solein for sale, were 
■t <mae aet at liberty by the tnlcrfercDco of the General Conrt, and yet 
the proriMonol congress of Slaasacbnselts at tho lamo lime forbade 
any atfto to enlist into tho army. It« Bill of lUghts dt«lan.>d all men 
lo ba bom free and equal, and this was considered by the Supreme 
Court to prohibit olaTeij. 

The awtmbly of PemuylTania in 1 T08 forbade the further introduc- 
tion o{ slave*, tod gave frt<vdom to oil pt-nons thereafter bom in the 
•tats. The most enlightened and illustrious cilixens of Virginia and 
UaryUnd reepondcd to the feelings which led New England and 
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PeniiBj-lvania to abolish slaveiy in their states, and titej too forbade 
the further introduction of slavta and removed the restrictions oa 
emancipation, though Blnvorj as an institation was retained. New 
York and New Jeracy followed the example ofVirginia and Maryland, 
forbidding also the iutitiduttion of Blaves from other states. The 
Quaker population of North Carolina stronglj- advocatcil the Mmo 
Christian line of conduct, but were not aupportcd by the legislatow of 
the state. South Carolina and Georgia made no alteration whaterer 
in their laws regarding slavery. 

The importation of " indcittcd servants," so nomtirouB in some of the 
elates, and who were slaves in a modified sense, ceased with the war 
of the revolution. Sut in Connecticut, even to within the present 
century, debtors unable to meet the claims against them might b« 
legnlly sold by their creditors into temporary slavery. 

The year 1784 brought with it all the anxieties and difficulties con- 
jKifuent on (he termination of a struggle, such as that through which 
America bad jnat passed. The crisis of a great fever was over, and the 
enfi^rer was left with prostrated strength, excited neiTcs, and irritabU 
temperament. Wisdom and prudence, and the vigour of his yoathfiil 
constitution would, however, restore him to perfect health. In tin 
meantime many a long depression and many a sally of 
and petulance must he borne. 

Tliis was precisely the case with America. Sho had ii 
every calamity of war ; her towns had been burned, her o 
ravaged, her fTonticra laid waste by Indians ; her cilinns hod I 
called out to serve in her army, and to safftT even mote then | 
average miseries of camps, hunger, nakedness, and i 
insufficient hospital rtsourccs. Citizen bad been armed against 4 
ten, and even brother against brother. Civil war l>ad here ■: 
its direst aspect. Agriculture, trade and monnfootures, had d«i«Jill 
daring the war, and thousands of otherwise industrious snd pro a p w w 
inhabitants were thrown out of employment, and so tclaily import 
isbed as to be nearly destitute of clothing. The onco iiniKMing nary 
was now oomplctely annihilated. Almost every vesirl, wlietliff 
hinne-built or porchascd, had been destroyed or hod fallen iclo lh« 
Imudi of the enemy. The only ship of the lino built duriiift tli<i« ^ 
Mlrons years, and Snished in 1782, was presentod to the kitif <d 



feredft^H 

had b^l 
> than J^^l 

rainat ^H 




(1785.) FnrANoiAL askavobicxiits ov oohobbss. 225 

France, to sii|^lj the 1(mb of one of his in Boston harboor. Add to 
all this an immense debt, the natoral conseqnenoe of war, nniTenal 
distress and discontent 

Congress met; and financial affiiirs claimed its first attention. 
Seeondlj came an important fiict. Virginia oeded all h^ claims to 
lands lying north-west of the Ohio. New York had already set this 
example two or three years before, and now prided herself on having 
been the first to do so. Bj her act of cession, Virginia stipulated £»r 
the seenritj of the French inhabitants already occupying those lands, 
and that those lands should be erected into republican states, to be 
admitted into the Union with the same rights as the older states. 
This led to Tast plans for the laying out of states, and the government 
of the immpnse territory which the United States ezpeeted to acquire 
by the cession of the claims of the different states. The originators of 
these plans were Jefferson, who sat in congress as delegate from Vir- 
ginia ; Chase, of Maryland ; and Howell, of Rhode Island. Among 
other proposed conditions for new states was the following : " After the 
year 1800, there shall be neither sUvery nor iuToluntary servitude, 
other than in the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted.** But the requisite votes of nine states could 
not be obtained, and this condition was lost 

Everything was done by congress to reduce the public expenditure. 
The miHtaiy force retained at the peace amounted to 700 men, placed 
under Knox, in garrison at West Point and Pittsburg. These how- 
ever, being thought too many, all were disbanded, excepting twenty- 
five men to guard the stores at Pittsburg, and fifty-five for West 
Point and other magazines, while no officer above the rank of 
captain was retained. Nor was even a minister-of-war considered 



If March, 1785, Benjamin Franklin, after an absence of nine years, 
solicited his recall, and Jefferson vras appoioted to succeed him as tho 
American representative at the French Court, and just about the same 
time John Adams was appointed to the same office in England. The 
now aged Colonel Oglethorpe, the founder of Georgia, was the first 
person who waited on the American minister in London* Great 
Britain declined as yet to send over a diplomatic agent to the United 
States. 
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In October, 1V84, b treaty was cod eluded at Fort Schuyler balweea 
the United States and the chiefs and warriors of Ihc Six NatioDs. by 
nhicb the Mohawks, ODondngaa, Cayugos aud ScDccaa, who during 
the WOT hod been odbErcnls of the British, consented to peace and tba 
release of prifionerB. At the same time they ceded all their claim U> 
the territory west of PcunsylTania. In the fallowing January a simi- 
lar tioaty was entered into with tho Wyandota, DeU wares, Chippawu 
and Ottawu, by which the two former natians agreed to limit them- 
wlvGS to 11 troct on LftVe Eric. The Shawances refusmg to form any 
pacific treaty, congress eoipowrted the enlistment of 700 men for three 
yean, to defend the western frontiers. 

Again Kentucky, which now numbered six instead of three ocmntiea, 
and which had a supreme court and conrt-honsc, together with ■ 
jail, allhoogh as yet built only of hewn logs, resolved to form a 
separate state, and accordingly petitioned Virginia for permission to 
do to. They hod no printing-press or newspaper as yet, but the 
address on this important occasion was circulated in manuscript. 

Tennessee was rapidly increasing likewise, and beginning again, 
like her neighbour, to think of independence, although as yet a greet 
portion of the present territory remained in tbc bauds of the Indiana. 
Under the name of Franklin, or Frankland, a provisional govemmeot 
was organised, with John Sevier at the head, which, though leading 
to violence and ahnost civil war, and put down for the prrsent, yf t 
rose up again in dno time, like a growth of the forest, and John Sevier 
was the first legalised state's governor, with a recognised place in 
congress. Nor were the Wyoming people yet satisSed, and a John 
Franklin tliere, with Ethan Allen of \'ennont, and other ■■wild 
Yankees," as they were called, agitated for an independent existener, 
nndl at length Pennsylvania, who had acted like a step-niother lo 
them, pacified their uneasiness by granting their reasonable ny)iipata. 
The settlen of Maine also were stirred by the same craving for ind*- 
pcndcncc, and agitated for it and a remission of tarn. 

Moasachusetls surrendered to the United SitttM, in April, her claim* 
to the western territory^ and in May, congresii enacted on ordinanot 
fbr thesniTcy and sale of the lands north-west of the Ohio. Kegvlar 
•nrrcya on a ^stematic and eniform plan were commenced. Tbe plea 
is dcacribcd by Tlildrcth as consisting of a scries of lines perpendimkr 
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to each other, the one »et mnninp north nad Booth, the other east and 
west, bv wliich muoDB the federal lands were to be lotted out into 
townships of six nulea square, each township to bo agriin sabdivided 
hTsmiUiir lines into thirtj-aix scctioni, each containing a sqnarc mile. 
The aarvey has since been carried to half and quarter scctiona, and 
even to tixteenthi. One section in each township was to be resented 
as th« basis of a school fund, which however, it is to be regretted, haii 
not alnajs been attended to. The pntilic lands, when rcodj for 
□wrket, iterc to be sold by public auction, the minimum price bcini;; 
one dollar per acre, to which the expensea of aurrej were to bv 

The «hole atteotion of congreas was not, however, devoted to such 
agreeable aobjecta as the surrej and sole of the great western terri- 
lory. The early inatalmenta of foreign debts were fiilLing due in 
addition to the old preasarefor moaey. It was no nse to impose taxes, 
fur e«ch state had its own loco] debts, and congresa hod no legal 
power to enforce their pajmenL Nevertheless, in the midst of 
nil tbcM urgent and accomalating cares, congresa being poaseesed of 
powura to rtgnlalethe cunencyand coinage of the conn try, turned it£ 
allvntion to this ■abject. A decimal scale was adopted, and the dollar, 
■■ the coin best known and mont common in .America, was taken ax 
the money ontt. A mint was established in October, 1 7&6, but the 
pCFTcrtj of coDgrcaa allowed no coinage excepting a few tons of 

Wa liat« ipokMI of the nneasj, restless ipirit which was agitatiui: 
ia ttw wwer aettlementa, the resistance against taxation being in 
muiy CMca the primal cause, while others were by no means wanting, 
anong which may be reckoned the disorganisation of the social stati.' 
by tbe long war, the regular useful and arduous occupations of the 
male popolatitni having been iotemipted, and a vast naiuber of 
diseoDtatttGd, imporerishcd and unoccupied men throirn upon society. 
Tlui general coiut of Maraachusctts had found it neccsKiry to impoae 
taxea which, perhaps, in any case would have been ill received, but 
whicli now led to general resistance and even robcUion. The dis- 
oontenlcd had arau in their hands ) they bod seen Ihi- connlry tne 
itolC fton the tynnnj of Britain by these means, and miw ihey 
■ HQdntb. 
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were nbout (o try (he aamo ogninst wlint they considered the tyranny 
of their own gnvemmcnt. In Septcrahor of 1786, the number of the 
nialcontente appearing so large atid foraiidable, the mUilia vrcre colbd 
ont to protect the sittings of the court, which it wna the object of ti|« 
iuaurgents to prevent ; and so eonciliatury nnd conaidcralp was dii^ 
spirit of (he government, that their grievances were taken under etmh *. 
Mderation and as much a- p is.ible redressed. Bills were passed ftrr 
diminishing legal costs, law chorgea being at that time enormous ; and 
for allowing tho payment of taies and priTnte debts in specific article* 
instead 'li' specie, of which there wiia scarcely any in the country ; ai 
well as for applying eerlain ruvenuea, fonncrly dcToted to other 
purposes, to the payment of governmental taxes. So far were con- 
cessions made; siill tho agitation continued, and the Habeas Corpus 
Act was suspended for eight months. Under the plea of raising troop* 
to net against tlu? north-western Indians, congrea enacted the enlist- 
ment of 1,300 men, to sustain the government of MnsMchnsctts. 
Neverlhelcss full pardon for post offences wps promised to nil, if they 
would ccuso from these illegal ogitationa. 

But the seriousness of the occasion only increased, and at limgth 
some few of the agitators were lodged in Huston jail. This wai tlie 
token for more determined meosures, ond upwards of 1,1)00 armed 
men, under the command of Daniel Shnys, a Lute captain in tlw 
continental army, of Luke Day and I'Ui Farerms, appeared at_ 
Warcesler, where the supremo court had just adjourned, and pliMtV 
guards over those houses where the judgcB lodged, so as to prcvcat ^ 
the sitting of the court, while the remoindcr took up tlicir qDartvn in 
an old revolutionary barracks in the neighbourbuod. Anullier utill 
larger body, also under the command of Shays, mainbed lowards 
Springfield, where was the federal arsenal under the guard of Gt-ncral 
Shepherd, of which they intended to possess thcmaclves. 

This was in tho depth of an unusually severe winter, and the 
inturgentt suffered bitterly from the cold and want of pTOTimau; 
ncverthelcs their ardour was unabated. Arrived at Bpring6eld, and 
in reply to tlie demand that the arsenal should bo siuTaidaK^ 
Oeneral Shepherd, after warning and entnating tl 
upon ihim. The first dischnrgow as oviT their heads 1 nonotiMV 
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General Lincoln panned with 3,000 "■'H''", called out to serve 
fur Uiirty daji ; but the inaurgent* &ed to Pelham, where thej 
IKMted ihemsclTcs upon two billa, rendered almoat inaccessible bj a. 
great fall of bdow. Thcj offered to diipcrao on oundition uf ^ncrnl 
pardon, whiub Lincoln, huwcver, was not empowered to ^ant, and 
tlien being sorely pressed fur food, mada a snddcn retreat to Petcrsluun. 
Lincoln, informed of this retreat, set off at six in the evening, and 
marching oil night forty tajles, through intense cold and a driving 
snow-storm, reoehod Petenhani by day-break, to the aatonishmeut o.' 
tlw rebels, who had not the least idea of this movement, and accord- 
ingty iitd in disorder or were ta^n prisoners. 

The energy of Uacoln broke up this formidublo oonfcderocy. 
StnggUng parties still were in existence, and occasional collisions 
tool: place between them and the authorities, but the pubhc danger 
was at an end. In May, a pardon was proclaimed to all who, 
within thtwc maoths, should lake the oath of allegiance, with the 
cxoeption of nine persons. All insurgunCs, however, were deprived 
tor tbjv« years of the right Co tote, to serve as jurymen, or to bo 
employed as schoolmasters, innkeepers, or the retailers of ardent 
spirits. Of the nine condemned to death, four escaped from prison, 
four were afterwards Liberated, and one was coademncd to hard 

In ikptcmber, tranquillity was to geni^rally restored that it was 
jndgtil Mfe to dicbond such troops as slill remained in serrice. The 
\eaUsicy which had been shown towards the insurrcctionista ma tho 
only sab eovie. The sentiment of the people was with them, and at 
the Ktnural election the ensuing year, all who hod been active against 
(h(>ii lost their votes. Hancock was elected governor in the pkce of 
Bowdoin. 

It had long been felt that the .Articles of Confederation were tnsnf- 
ttCHst for (he growing national engcncica. As early as 1TB2 it was 
I IS ii II nil I III ml to form a convcntino for their revision and amendment. 
Glwt c«rc had been taken >n fhtmiug the original articles that na 
power ahoold bo delegated which might endanger the libcrtice of the 
{Bdiridiial statM^ Coogrcw bad no atilhort^ (o enforce its own ordi- 
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nances; and now, when the external danger was rcmoTcd hj pefto^l 
tbej were, as we have seen, diarcgartled oiid contemned also. 
evident t^ all that a. more enerfj'etic fonn of govemmcot was 
la 1763, John Adams, then in Europe, saggestod to congress the 
expediency of strength cuing the giMicral government. On a motion 
of MadiEOD, in a convention of the delegates from five of the Middle 
States met at AnnapoliH in I TSG, it was concluded that nutliing short 
of & thorough reform of the existing government would bo cBbctoal 
for the welfare of the country. Congress approved, and passed a 
rtsolntion recommending a general convention of delegates for that 
purpose to be held at Philadelphia. 

Before, however, we proceed to the important business of this 
vention, we must notice a few facts which mark the progress of 
aion in the States. In 17S4, soon ufler the treaty of peace WU' 
signt^d, Franklin received overtures from the pope's nuncio at Pari%' 
relatirc to the appointment of a vicar apostolic for tlie United Statca. 
Congrebs hting referred to, rejrficd that the busincsB was of a spiritual 
nature and did not fall under their cognisance. John Carroll, cf 
Moiylond, was soon afterwards consecrated archbishop of the United 
Stales. Catholics, though still suffering under politico] disabililiw 
in some of the states, had freedom of worship cvcry«bere> and very 
■OOB n Catholic church was opened even in Iho puritan city of 

The Cbnrch of England in America, which suffered much daring 
the war, reorganised herself after tbc peace, and became established 
on a reformed basis. The title of lord bishop, and all other title* 
descriptive of temporal power and presidency, were dropped, and Uis 
clergy and dignitaries of the church declared liable to dcpositioD from 
office in case of misconduct, by the state and general convcotiona. 
The litargy was purged and modified to suit a repubUcon country. 
The English biaho])s demurred at these innovations, but there was no 
remedy; and in 1767, White of Philadelphia, and Madison of Vir- 
ginia, logethrr with Seabury, who hod been ordained by the 
Church of Scotland, were consecrated bishops, and formed 
of cpbcopol authority in America.* 
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In 1784, Thomu Coke, ons of Wedey*! kbleit eoadjnton, ud 
ordiini-d by him tuahop, arriTcd at New York, bringing witfi liim 
Wnley*! plan for tha orguiiMtion of the Hetfaodiit Epiwc^ Chorch. 
Sjethodiim ma now wanted in America t it wu the element of reli- 
giooa ezoitement, which the temper of the timM nqnired, and it 
eprcad npidly, eapeeiallj among the poorer okaiea of tlie Soatham 
State*. It oommenoedbj esclnding BlaTeholden ftxra ita oommiiaioii I 
bnt •■ Ood niflbn hi* ann to ihine on tha jnat and aigiut alike, 
methodiam evened ita pole to lincen at ereiy deeoriptioii. The Ecml 
at the Mrthodiat* aronaed the aomewhat elnmbering energiee of the 
Baptiata, and religioiu rerival* commenced; especially in the Middle 
nod the Sonthem Statee. Thejwere the eaftty-TalTea in many caeca 
fiir the excited and agitated popular mind. ThePreab y toii aaa, aaOw 
Epiacopalian« had done, reorganiied their chnrch on a national Itoaii. 
In New England, by that necewary law of reaction which nerer 
JJlila, latitndinarianUm had followed tlie ateraneai of the pnritan 
creed, and made ita way with the learned, wUle nniTenaliim wa* 
ailopted by the lea* educated.* 
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CHAPTER XV. 



FOItUATION OF THE FZDEKAL COKSTITUTIOM. 

In May, IIBT, the couvention met for the re™ion of the Artiole 
Confcderatioii, tnclve states being represeDled bj men distiugniibed 
by thuir iBlenta, ehoractcr, pmctical abilitiea, and public service. 
Franklin, who hod been lunong the first to propose a Coluniol Union 
in I7M, was there ; Dickinson, as delegate from Delawuro ; Joboaon, 
of Connecticut) and Untied^, of South Carolina, who luul been 
moTers in the Stamp Act Congreaa of 1765. Besides Benjainin 
Franklin, there were present seven WQO hud signed the Dcclaretion 
of Indtrpendenee, all tried men and true ; wbiie tbo rcrolutionaiy 
tamv was represented by Washington, MiMn, Ilamillon and Finck- 
ney; eighteen were mtmbcrs at the same time of the Continental 
Cuugicss. Altogether this important conventioa numbered about 
fifty delegates, Rhode Island sent no representative." 

On the 29th of May the buHiness of the convention was opened hj 
Bandulph of Virginia, this honour being conceded to Vii^;inia aa her 
due, the idea of the convention having originated with her. AU the 
business, however, proceeded with closed doors and an injnnrtion of 
inviolate secreey. The membcrewere notcvcn allowed lo take copies 
uf the proccvdingg. They had met to revise and amend the Article! 
of Confederation, instead of which it was soon deemed advisable to 
form a new oonslitulion. Long and arduous debates followed t 
months went on in discussion and deliberation ; the soundness and 
wisdom of purely democratic and republican governments wen 
qiiettiuucd ; couimitlc«s sat ; adjournments took place j causes of 
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diMpnU oecnmd ; iitbI partiea cxmtonded, bdenliata and Miti-fed»- 
nluta ; sUTekolding and free itatfs, difflniltiea haviii; aiuen «veii 
then between the skTeholding and the non-ilkvebolding ctatet u 
Rgaided representstiini, and trrerj other interett. But if donbt and 
difBcolty and discord arow, they were met and orercome. Nor can 
any greater a^foment be advanced in &Toiir of the soimd wjidom 
and the true patriotism of every pntj, than that all oppodn^ 
iDteieata and all qoettioas of contention were gradually compromised i 
and spite of every opposing element, spite of selfish interests, and the 
jealoiudee and rivalries of opposing parties, a rough draft of the pro- 
poaed Constitution was prepared by the heginning of August, and 
fcrnw, in bet, the preseot Constitution ot the United Statea. It is 
aimply as foUows, and well worthy to be read and considered. 

Wi, the people of the Vnitad States, in order to form a mora peT&ct onion, 
sstsbliib juitios, inimedoumtto truiquillitj, prorida for the common defenot^ 
pnHaote ths gsneral vellsre, and secure the blessings of liberty to onrselrss 
and our postoiCy, do ordain and eslablisb this Coostitntion fbr the United 
States of America. 

RETICLE L 

Aix legiilstiTe power* heimn gnoted sbsti be vested in ■ congress of the 
0&ilad States, which ihsU consist of a seiiale and house of representatives. 

L Tb* hove of repreMnlatiTa shall bs conposed of piemben, chosen 
every sMond j«s> by the people of the several Mates, and the olectora in eaoh 
stale shall hare the quoUHcations requisite for electors of ths most numerous 
broneh of ths state legislatare. 

U- So person shall be a represeotstive, who shall not hare attained to the 
age of twsuty-ftve ywn, and been icreu jeors a oitisen o( tiie United States, 
and «bo shall not, wben dected, be on inhabitant of that state in which lie 
shall be dKMcn. 

III. Bepresentativea and direct taxes ihsll be apportioned among the 
sarenl itates which may be included within this nnioo, according to their 
rsspeetire number*, which sbsll be determined b; sdding to the whole num- 
btr of free perwms, including those bound to lerritudo for a term of jetit, 
and etdudhig Indian* at* taxed, three-flflhs ot til other posons.* The 
• That ii to saf, ilaTes. 




BOtiul euQmenilion shall be inadfi withiu three Tears aflcr the fint ixteeiiag 
of the coagreu of the United Stales, uid nitbui preiy lubiequent term of 
t«D fears, in such touiner » tbej ahaU by law direct. The nuonberof repn- 
MDUtiTea shall not eiceed one for crery 30,000, but escb slatti iliall hiTS M 
leut one represent bIitb i and, until such enumentioa (lull be madc^ tlw 
state of New Uampehira sh&ll be entitled to choose three, Uassachtisetts 
sight, Rhode Island and ProridencB Plantations one, Conneeticut fire, Ne» 
Tork six, New Jerse^r four, PeuiBjlTBoia eight, DeJavani ooo, MuyUnd Mi, 
Virginia ten. North Carohna flie. South Carolina flye, and Georgia three. 

lY. When Tacancies happen in the repreaoDtation from acj state, tha 
eiecative auChorit; thereof shall issue writs of eleation to fill such lacandea. 

y. The houn of repreeenlatirei shall choou their speaker and olhar 
officers ; and shall halo the aote pownr of impeachment. 

Much was Boid in the conrentioa on the question of the clectiTe 
franchise. Fmnklin's arguratnt is worih remembering. He wm 
opposed to Buy restriction on the right of suflVago. He said dist it 
was of " great consequence not to depress tio virtue and public spirit 
of ttto common people, of which they hod displayed a great deal daring' 
the war, and which contributed principally to the favourable iasoe of 
it; and he did not think that the elected had any right, in any ctwe, 
to narrow (he privileges of the elector*;" and universal aa&agc w«» 
catahlishcd. A member of the house mtut bo twenty-tivc years of age, 
and have been for seven yeara a citizen of the Uuitcd Stutet, being ui 
inhabitant, ot the time he u elected, of the State for which he i* 
chosen. No person, however, holding any civil ofRce under the 
authority of tlio United States, can, at the same time, become a mem* 
ber of congren. 

By the constitutianal mlo of appointment, three-filths of tbe slaves 
in the Southern States are computed in eatablishing the appointment 
of the representatives of the lower house, which ia suppoeed to be 
delegated by the free citizens of the United Stales. This i* oouidered 
OS K necessary cunseqncoco of the previously eiisting state of domertia _ 
aUwjrin that portion of the country. ^ 



«£ nwHuate of the tTniUd Stale* shall be oomposed of two fenalon Ann 
Ibatstn, chosen by tha legislature therao^ for six jearti ud saok MUatOT 





n. Immediate]/ alter ths^ >Iib11 be wwinbtcil, in eoiupqaence ot the fini 
dedion, lh*j ahall be diniled u equaltj ai msj be into threo clum. The 
MnUof theienatonof thsfinlcLmahall beTacsted at the eapiratioii oflbe 

)Wt60Dd Jt»rt of tlu wcond clu9, at the eipiratiOD of the foorlli jear; and 
■f the third du*, U the expiration of the aixUi jenr, so that one-third nuj 
W aha— n vnrj MOtrnd jtar; and if racanciea happen b; n»ignation. or 
itbffnnae, during the reww of Iho legislature of an; date, the exccutiie 
Qwnxif maj make tempotsrj appoinlmenti, until the neit meeting of the 
l^laturr, which (hall then SI) luch Tacanoea. 
III. So pmon thail be a suiuitor who shall not hare atliUDed to the age 
of thirtj jcsn, and been nine jean a citiien of the United Btotes, and who 
•hall not, when elerted, b« an inhabitant of that itate for which he ihaU be i 

IT. Hu Ti«»-preaident of the Uait«d Statea ahall be pmident of [bu 
•Niata, bat ihall ban no TOte, unleaa Lhejr be e^uallj dlTided. 

V, TIm MDate ehall choose their other officen, and also ■ preaident pro 
Umport, in tha absence of the TJce-praaident, or when bo shall eurcase tba 
oOm of prmdeot of llu United Statea. 

Tt. Hm leuate ihall hare the sole powtr to By all impewduDente. When 
mUi^ for that pvrpose, the; ahall be on oatli, or affinnation. When the 
mi»idwil of the United States is tried, the chief-jostice shall preaide: and no 
pOTMB ahall be eoorloted without tha Mncumnee of Iwo-thirds or the mem- 
ban praMOt. 

TIL JndgiMot in ease* of impesdimait shall not eitatd further than to 
iBDonl from oIOm, and diaqualiflcalion to hold and enjof anj offlee of 
boaoor, tmat, or profll nndcr the United Statea ; but the partj eonnated 
aball, ntTWihflrss. be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and 
paoialunail, •Mardiiig to lair. 



L Ow time*, plaeca, and manner of holding elections far senaton and 
mili—llWi'ia. shall be pnacribed in each state bj the Itgitlature thereof) 
but tlu eongrcM ma;, at anj time, bj law make or alter such regulaltons, 
aMcpt as to the plaoe o' choosing senators. 

n. Tha oongreia shall assemble at least once in naj jear, and sneb 
Bllillind, alwU be on the flm Mondajr in Decembtf, onleaa tb^ shall, bjr law. 



P THE 0NITED STATKS. 



I. Eich hoaee ihill be tha Judge of thpole^tions, returne, snd qualiCoatioai 
of its own memben, and a majority of ocb alull constituto a qaanun to do 
bmitiosa 1 bat a ■mailer number may ndjoum from day to day, »nd may ba 
anthorised to compel the attendance of absent mcmbera, in Bach mannor and 
DBder euch penaltiu as «ach hoase may proride. 

XT. Each houae nmj determine the rules of ita prooeedinga, punish iti 
meniben for diaorderly behaTioiir, and, with the concorronce of tiro-thinii, 
Bxpol a member. 

m, Eaeh house aball keep a joumal of ita'procecdingg, aod from tims to 
time pabliab the lame, eiecpting such parte ai may, in their jadgnent. 
require aeoreilj ; and the jeaa and nays of the metnbcn of either houaa, no 
any quiwtion, ahall, at the deiire of one-Bflli of those preaent, be mtsftd «n 
the joumaU. 

IT. Neither houae, daring the »easion of cougraaa, ihall, wilhooit the oon- 
sent of the other, adjourn for more than threo daya, nOF to any otW pIlM 
than that in wMch the two houses aliall be aitting. 






I. The senators and repraentstiircs sl^ reeoire a oompensatioD Ibr 
•errices, to be uoertaincd by Un, and paid out of the trraiur; of the Ci 
Btatua. Thc7 ahall, is all caare except trcaaoa, felony, and broach of 
bs priiilegBd from anrat during iLeir attendante at t!ie seasion o) 
ropoetiTD hi>usei,aiid in going to mid returning from the aamei and tor: 
apocdi or debate lu either houae, they thall not be quoationixl in any otlwr 

n. No senator or reprowDtiiliTo shall, during the time for which be wm 
doated, be appoinlad to any ciril offiee under the authoritj of the Umtod 
States, nhicb ihall liaro been urated, or the amoluments wbovof ahaU har« 
bran increased during sueh time ; and no person, holding any cAm tinder 
the United States, shall bo a member of ather bouse during his eaDtinoanM 
is office 

■icnoN Tit. 

I. Alt bills for rusing rvrenue shall originate in the hcnie of rvpnaenta- 
iItm ; but the senate may propose or oonmr with amcndmenta, aa on other 
biUa. 

H. Erery bill whioh shall hare paaaed the honse of reprcMntatitn end 
the aonato sliall, befon it become* a law, bo preeentcd to the prssldsnl of Um 
United States { if he approrcv be shall sign it, but if not, be shall nturn it. 



1 



(1787.) comnrunov pos the ukitbd states. 237 

with hiB objeetioiii,to that hoose in wiiioh it shall hare originated, who shall 
«nter the objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. 
If^ after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that hoose shall agree to pass 
the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objeotiona, to the other hoose, bj 
which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approTed bj two-thirda of that 
hoose, it shall become a law. Bat in all sobh caaes the TOtes of both hoosea 
shall be determined by jeas and nays, and the names of the persons Toting 
for and against the bill shall be entered on the joomal of each hoose respeo- 
tiTelj. If anj bill shall not be returned bj the prssident within ten days 
(Sundays excepted) after it shall hare been prasented to him, the same shafl 
be a law, in like manner as if he had signed it, onless the congress, by then* 
a^joiunoMnt, prevent its retom, in which case it shall not be a law. 

m. Srery order, resolution, or Tote, to which the eonoorrence of the 
senate and house of representatires may be necessary (except on a queatkm 
of adjournment), shall be presented to the president of the United States ; 
and before the same shall take effect shall be approred by him ; or, being 
diaapprored by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the senate and house 
of representires, according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the 
ofabilL 



SBCTION YIIX. 

The congres s shall hare power— 

L To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises ; to pay the debts, 
sad proride for the conmion defence and general welfare of the United 
States ; but all duties, imposts, and excises shall be uniform throughout the 
United States. 

II. To borrow money on the credit of the United States. 

m. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the sereral 
states, and with the Indian tribes. 

IV. To estabUsh a uniform rule of naturalisation, and uniform laws on 
the subject of bankruptcies throughout the United States. 

y. To coin money, regulate the ralue thereof and of foreign coin, and fix 
the standard of weights and measures. 

TI. To proride for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and 
current coin of the United States. 

Til. To establish post-ofBoes and post-roads. 

Vlll. To promote the progress of science and nseful arta, by securing, for 
limited times, to authors and inrentors, the exdnsiTe right to their re^eetire 
writiogs and disoorerisa. 



F THE VSITED STATES. 



IX To conititulc tribimiilB inferior to tlia saprama court. 

X To (leGne and puniih pindea ind felonioe committed on the hijh MM^ 
and cflencei sgunit the Ibw of natJooB, 

XL To deoUre irnr, gnat letten of mirquo and rapriul, and make ruki 
MDOenung CBptnrM on land or wtUr. 

Hi. To raiie and aapport armiea ; but no appropriation of monsf to 
Ihtt niB aball be for a longer term tlian two yean. 

Xni. To provide and maiutun a ravj. 

3CIT. To mnke rules for the gorommeut and tv^^ulatioa of tho land and 
naval forces. 

XV. To provide for calling forth tbe militia to ei«nil« the lavi 
Union, auppr«w inauTrectimia, and repel invuions. 

XVI. To provide for orgoniaing, arming, and disciplining the militia, and 
for governing luch part of them >a maj be emplajcd in tbe 
United Stale*, reserving to the Btatca reipcctiielj, the appoi 
□ffioert, and the autborit; of tniniDg the uiiUtia, according to tbe diaciplint- 
preaoribed by congreai. 

XTII. To exerciac eiduiive legiilatioD, in all casM whatsoeti 
dislriut (not exceeding ten milea square), as, laaj bj cession of pirti< 
states, and the aoceptanoe of oongreas, become the scat of the United StoM,, 
and to Meroise like autboritj over all places purchased bj the consent of ' 
legislature of the atate in which the aamc aliall be, for the erection o( Ii>it%, 
magaoiDCs, arsenals, dock-vards, and other needful bnildiup ; — and 

XVII. To moke all lawa vhiob aball be neceiaar; and proper for cmrr 
into eseDution the foregoing powers and all other powers tested bj this 
Btilution in the government of the United States, or in 
olBco thorcot 



I. The migration or importation ofauch persons as anj of the 
eiiating ahall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited b; tlw i 
prior to the year one thonaand eight hundred and eight, bnt s 
maj be imposed on such importation, not exeeeding ''n Hnll 
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dollaa* fix each 






As wc have alrcndj lajd, thia qncstioii of alavcrj ivoa a fertile appla 
of discord in (ho conventiati, and even then it threotc-DMl to break up 
the Union ; South Carolina and Georgia insisted ou having tlnver^ in 
the fullcat meaning of tlio accursed thing, or tbey would not c 
tile Union. They would not only hold slaves, but thcf would il 
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th?iii ; and bence the Coaatitatian provided for " Ihe mtgralion ofturh 
perioru at any ••/ the Slattt tuno txiiting tkaU think proper to admit," 
prior to the Tear I80S, when the importatkni of skros vaa to cease. 
Dntil Janoaty, 1808, South Carolina traded to the African coast fw 
theiooUand bodieaof men, all the other states having berorothat time 
entirely discontiuned it. While we are on the subject of slaTery, we 
most mention that, when, in the conventioD, the articles of the pro- 
posed Constitution wore ^xiug drawn ap, one for the mutual delivery 
of fugitives from justice came in due conrw, on whieh Pierce Butler 
propoMd,andCbflrlesC.Pinkney, both of South Carolina, seconded, the 
motion thatfiigitiTe slaves and servant* sbonld be included. Wilson of 
Pennsylvania objected, and Butler withdrew his motion ; hot the next 
day intniduced a clause, snbitanttally die same with that now found 
in the Constitution, liz.; " that no person held to service or labour in 
nni> state, under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in oon- 
seqiicnce of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such 
■errioti or labour, bnt shall be delivered up on claim of the party to 
■mhaat nich service or labour is dne.' (See Article IV. Sect. iiL) This 
hnng copied from one of the proviaianH of the old New England Con* 
fedtitttion, passed niuibKrved, 

It. I^tt privilege of (he writ of habeas corpus sliall not be auspendcid, 
unlni wlion, in omh of rebellion or inrsnoa, tbe public isfcty tdk] mjuirv it. 

lit. TSo bill of atloindiT, or nt p«t facto law, ■hall be pancd. 

IV. Ko npilalioD or other direct tax ihoU bo Uid, unloM in proportion 
IS llip llie (mio*, or enumcntion, hrran before directed to be token. 

T 5o lat or dulj ih^ bo laid on irtidot eiporled fruin any atate. THo 
prpfcmuv iliall be giveo, by any regulaCioa of commorMi or rerniuB, to the 
poruof onciUteOVO' iboHof ■DoUiori nor ilull nwcl^ bound to or from 
on* itatt^ b* obliged to Bit«r, cWr, or pay dntica in another. 

VI. ](o taonrj ihill bu dnvm (ram the tnacDiy, but in con«K)Dnioe of 
■pproprislioni nuulo by law ) and ■ rfgotar stadqamt and aciiount of the 
Hfdpls Htd cipcndiluren of all pubUo moiuy disll b« pnbliihcd (ruai tima 

Til. Ko titis of nobility thall be gnnlcd by tha TTnitid Suti* i and no 
psnon boUing any otBee of proBt or tnut umlnr Ihoni, shall, without ths 
MOMBt of congraaa, aoeepl of any pretcnt, vmolununt, oSe^orUtlsof any 




I 



I. "So Btsle ahall eaUr into Bti; treaty, allluioe, oi 
IsHan of marquD and reprisal i coin monej ; emit billa of credit ) 
tiling but gold and tUtar coin ■ teodur in pujmnit of debts ; pau anj bOl 
of attainder, ex pint facto Uw, or Uir impairing the obligation of contncta, 
or grant an; title of nabilil;. 

n. No ilate ehall, withoot the oonsent of oongreaa, lay any imposta or 
dntite on imports or eiporti, oiccpt what may be abaolutelj necH^tuy for 
Biacating it* inipertion lam : and tlie net produce of all dutisa and impoMa, 
laid by any state on importa and exports, almll be for the lueof tbelrewoi} 
of the United Slab), and all luch Uwi ahall be aubject to tbe rerisioa md 
Mntnl of congresa. No etal'i ahall, without the oinaent of congnaa, lav any 
duty of toonagp, keep Lroopa, or ahipa of war, in time of poace^ enter into 
any agreemeDt or compact with another atate, or with a ToreigD power, or 
engage in war, unleaa aotuully inTaded, or in auch imminent dmiger as will 
mt admit of delay. 



i 



L The aioeutiTo power ahall be veatwl in a preaidnt of tb« United I 
of America. Ha aball hold liii office during tbe term of four fBara, 
together with the vioe-prcaidont, choaen for the aauo term, bo elaeted 



II Knch atate ahall appoint, in auch manner aa tho l«giilatiire tliveof 
may direct, a □□mbor of eloctora, equal to (lie whole number of aenator* and 
represcnlatiTca to which tbe atate may be Bntilled in tlie coDgreu ; bat na 
aanalor or repreaenlatiTe, or peraoD holding nn offic« of truat or proSl uad« 
the United Btotaa, ahall be appointed an elector. 

in. Th« etootora ahall moet in their rospcctiro atate*, aod TOta by ballot 
for two peraona, of whom one at leaat ahall not be an inhabiMat of Uw MUne 
•tate with IhemaelTue. And they oball make a lial of all tlM pMO na vMad 
for, and oflhe number ofTolea for each ; which liat they ahall aigakBdontify, 
and tronamii, acaled, to the acat of goremmmt of the United Slates, direetod 
to tlie prraidenl of the acnato. The president of the aenatc llull, in tba 
pnaenoe of the senate and bouse of repreaenlatirea, open all tlM ofttiAoataav 
and the rotes ahall thm be connted. The pcraon luting the p^ilm% 
number of Totea ahall be liie proaident, if luch number be a m^orily of tha 
whole noBibar of decton sppoiulvd ( and if then bo more tlioa oaa vbo 
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hare fobh majoritj, and bare an equal number of rotes, then the honM of 
fepreMntotiTes shall immediatdj ehooae^ hj ballot, one of them for presi- 
dent : and if no person hare a majoritj, then from the fire highest on the 
Ibc, the said honse shall, in like manner, choose the president. Bat in 
choosing the president, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation 
from each state baring one rote ; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of 
a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the 
states ahaU be neoessarr to a choice. In erery case^ after the dunce of the pre- 
sident, the person baring the greatest number of rotes of the electors shall 
be therioci^president. But if thereshould remain two ormore who hare equal 
rotes, the senate shall choose from them, by ballot, the rice-president. 

lY. The congress onay determine the time for choosing the electors, and 
the day on which they shall gire their rotes : which day shall be the same 
throughout the United States. 

y. No person, except a natural bom citisen or a citixen of the United 
States at the time of the adoption of this constitution, shall be eligible to 
the office of president, neither shall any person be eligible to that office, who 
shall not hare attained to the age of thirty-fire years, and been fourteen years 
a resident within the United States. 

YI. In case of the remoral of the president from office, or of his death, 
resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said office, 
the same shall derolre on the rice-president, and the congress may, by law, 
proride for the case of remoral, death, resignation, or inability, both of the 
president and rice-president, declaring what officer shall then act as president, 
and such officer sliall act accordingly, until the disability be removed, or a 
president shall bo elected. 

YIT. The president shall, at stated times, receire for his services a com* 
pensation, which sludl neither be increased nor diminished during the period 
for whieh he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive, within that 
period, any other emolument from the United States, or any of them. 

YIIL Before he enters on the execution of his office, he shall take the 
following oath, or affirmation : 

** I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office 
of president of the United States, and will, to the best of my ability, proserre, 
protect, and defend the constitution of the United States." 

BECnOlf II. 

I. The president shall be commander-in-chief of the army and nary of the 
United States, and of the militia of the several states, when called into the 
TOL. II* a 




»cta«l Mirico of the United States ; he msj require the opinion, in writing 
of the principal ofllrer in each of (he eiecutive depflrtmrati, npon taj iiul>ject 
rdatiog to the dutiea of their rrspectiTe offices, and he eball hnve power to 
grant reprinei and pirdoiu for offoDoes agunat the United States, «im^ ia J 
cases of impeachment. M 

II. EeBhoU hare power, b; and with the advice and consent of tha aeiut*^ | 
to make trcatira, prorided two-thirds of the aanatora preient concur i and )m 
shall nominate, and, hy and with the adrice and content of the senate, >h>Il 
appoint ambaesadon, other public minisCera and consuls, jndgea of tha 
enpreme court, and all other officers of the United States whose appoint- 
ments are not herein otherwise prorided for, and which shall be ealablished 
bj law. But Ibo congroai maj, bj Uw, Teat the appointmont of luch 
inferior officen aa the; think proper in the president alone, in ths cxiuit* of 
Uw, or in the heads of departments. 

m. The president alutU liare power to fill np all TaeanoM that m»f 
happen daring the reoess of the senate, bj grenting Commiuiona, whiehalMU 
expire at the end of tlieir next session. I 



He shall, from time to time, giro to the oongnaa infonnatioQ of the atata ' 
of the Union, and recommend to I heir coDRideratioD aueh mnaures at he 
eholl judge necMJory and eipcdicnt j ho maj, on extraordbar? oooasiona, 
ooQTene both house?, or cither of them, and in caie of disagreement between 
them, with reapeet to the time of adjoumtuenl. he ms; adjonm them to i 
time as he ihall think proper; ho ahall roceiTS ambassadors and othar I 
pnblio miniilen ; lie aliall take care that the laws be faithfullj oipcuImI, 
■hall BDmmiasion all the olEoera of the United Suto. 



The preaident, rice-president, and all dril offiow* of the United Slate*, 
shall be remorod ^m olGoe on impeac4iment for, and oonriction of, tm 
bribeiy, or other high erimes and miademeaaon. 



ARTICLE III. 




jQm judicial power of the United States shall be reated in one inpi 

■och inferior courts as the congross maj, from time to tio^ 
nd cstabliik The judges, both of tliosuprcmeanil iofonor Muit«t 
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bIuII huld theiT oiBm* during good bduTionr, ud ilull, at itstcd timw, 
reoSTD for their MmoM ■ compvowtion wbioh ihall not bo dinuaiihed 
daring their ooDtiniunoa in offios. 

I. The judicial power ihall oTlend to all caiee, in law and aqoitj, ariiing 
nnder tbii oonatitution, tbo law* of ths United Stataa, ud treatiea made, or 
which fhall be made, under their antboritj ; to all caeee affecting ambusadon, 
other pnblio inini>t«i« and eonanla ; to all laaee oradmiraltr and maiitime 
joriediction ; to oontroreruea to which the United Sulea shall he a partj ; 
■o eontroreniea between two or more itatea, between a atate and dtiieni of 
another nate, between dtiienaordifferentitatM, between dtiiou of the aame 
■tale i-Uiming landi under granti of diflerent alalea, and between a state, or 
the dtiseni thereof, and foreign etatea, oitiiau, or aubjecta. 

H- In bQ caHi affoctiug ambaitadon, other puldio miniatera, did cooaula, 
and those in which a atsle shall be ft part?, the supreme court shall hare 
original Jurisdictioa In all other caacs before mentioaad, the supreme 
court shall hsTe appelUleJunwIicticn, both ss lo law and tact, with such 
eiceptioni, and under such regulations, as the congreai ihiiU make. 

III. The trial of all crimes, eicept in CBWS of impeachment, shall he by 
jnrj i and such (rials shsll be held in the state where the aaid crime (ball 
hare been committed ; bat when not committed within anj stale, the trial 
shall be at such a place or placet as the congrces maj, bj taw, hare directed. 



I. Treason against the United State* shall conaiat onlj ja lerring war 
against them, or in adhering to tlidr cnemiea, giring them aid and coinforl 
No person shall bn conricted of tteason, unless on the (aslimonj of two 
witnesses lo the same orcrt act, or on confeauon in open court. 

II. The congress shall hare power to declare the punishment of treason ; 
bdt no attainder of treason shall work coiniption of blood, or foriialure 
except during the life of tho person attainled. 

AETICLE IV. 



Full (ailh and credit shall be gJTcn in each state to the public acta, reoordu, 
and judicial prococdinga of BTcrj oth«' state. And tho congress may, bj 
graenl laws, preacribe tho manner in which such acts, recorda, and pn>> 
Mcdings shall be prorad, and the efllgct thereoC 

b2 



E riilr£D STATES. 



I. Tile citU«n* of noh atUo sball be entiUud Co all the pririlfg^s 
unmUiiitiH of dtueiu in the •ctbtbI sUteg. 

II. A pcnon chnrgod in anj state with treoBon, f^-lony, or other crioie, 
nlio (ball flee from Justine, and bo found iu uiothei ttate, abill, on demaiul 
of the euKnitJTe authority of the state from wIulIi ho QhI, be ddiTenid up, 
to bo remOYed to iho ataUi having tlio jariadiction of Ihc crime. 

III. So penon, belt! to iiertioe or Ubour in one aUto nndor tho tavi 
thereof, escaping into votliar, ihall, ui oonsoquence of snj law or irgalMiou 
therain, be dlieharged fixiin suah •enrice or labour, but shall ba dciiTeml BD 
oQ clum of the part; to whom >uch aarrico or labour maj be due. 



i 



4 



I. New Btales ma; be admitted b; the oongreH into thia Union, bnt 
new state ehall be formed or erected within the jariadiction of anj 
■loto i not an; state be formed b; tbe junotioa of two or more stoUo, or 
of state*, without tho conaent of the legisUturea of the dates conocmi 
well ai of the coagrcss. 

IL The ooiigrcsi shall hare power to dispose of and make all needfolnds* 
acd regnlationi ruepecting the terrilor;, or other propertj, belonging to Iba 
I'nited States ; and nothing in this oonstitiitioD sbsll be so constnied M Igfl 
prcjtulice onf cloim) of the United Stales or of an; partioulai )t*ta. H 

HECTIOH IV. H 

Ibo United SCaUv shall guanrntee to ever; atab! in this Union a tqiuW 
tiMn (brm of goiemment, and shall proteot each of tlum against inrMiiw i 
and on application of the legislaturu, or of the einiutdri) (whan Ih* !• 
ture onnot Iw coniencd), against dometlio Tiolmce. 



ARTICLE V. 



■ 

ationaf ll^^H 
lion Ibr ((^^^1 
inUnla an^^^ 



^K Profidad. 
^H ihaUiina 



Tbe Mmgrets, wheoerer two-third* ot both houses shall deem it 
shall propose ameodmcnta to Ibis coDstitation, or, on the applii 
legiilaturea of two-thirda of the tetoral slabs, shall nil a tMnrailion lb 
posing amnndmnits, which, in either rase, shall be valid, U. 
purposes, as port of tlii* ooustitution. nhoi ralided b; the Ugialaturt* of 
Ihreo-rourths of the seieral states, or b; aannmttana in thnt-tbnrtlu IImw^. 

tho one or the other modoafratifieKlion ms; be proposed bj ilia ooogmsi 

smdment, which oia; be made prior to Uiv j-off 1S08> 

■hall, in an; manner, aflVct tho first and fourth clauses in Iha ninth soeliBn 



ooxfTtnmoK roB thi ntiiBD tTAru. 



of the flnt artiele j «ai 
of it! equal (uBVagei a 



.ABTICLB TL 



L All debt* eoDtncted, and engagmtanti entered into, IwfbntlM adoption 
of thii CoDititation, ■hall be ■■ Talid igiinit tbs Dnttad Statw noder tbi* 
CoiutitatioD, u under the confedention. 

IL Thif ConsUtutiim and tbe Un of the Dnited Statei, wMdi >h>ll be 
nude in panaanw thereof; and all tmtiee nude, or which ehell be made, 
mtdtr the authoritj of the United State*, ihall he the aaprame Uw of the 
land; and the judge* in ererjr state ihall be bound therebj, anything in the 
oonatitution or lam of anj state to the oontrwy notwithstanding. 

in. Hm senators and repr c aentatiTes before nuntiooed, and the SMmbera 
of thesefenJ state legiilatorea, and all (secntire and jodidalofflcen, bothof 
the United Statta and of the sereral states, shall be bound bj oath, or affir- 
nntioD. to support thi* Conititutioo; and do rdigiont t<at shall erer be 
required, as a qualification to anj offloe or public trust nndcr the United 



ABTICLB Vn. 

The ratiScatiOD of the oomentioua of nine state* shall be inffidBit G>r tlie 

BstaUiahlMnt of thi* Otautitution, between the elates so rmtifjing the same. 

i>oM i» niiiwa/iaa bg lie eoiueiU of Ike HaUt pnteul, lie meatenik dag 
of Btpttmber, I'a Iht year of our Lord, one Hunuand tevtn k%ndnd amd 
oi^Uy-enm, ami of Ik* ImUpeiule%et of Ike United Slatet ofAnterica, Ike 
iiotlflk. la wilnete mkereof, w« A<iee kertimto lubtaibed our namet. 

StK Samptkire. — John l^ngdoD, Nicholas Oelman. 

M a—a e l m —tU, — Nathaniel Oorhasi, Bufu* King. 

ConHteeUett. — William Samuel Johnson, Bogvr Shinnan. 

tiem rori!.— Alexander HamUton. 

IftwJtrmf. — William Liringston, Darid BreaiL^, William Patterson. 
Jonathan Dajton. 

JVMuy/eawa. — Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Mifflin, Bobert Horri*, 
George Ctjrmer, Thonua Fitisimons, Jared IngersoU, James Wilson, 
Ooofemeur Uorria. 

i>(I«Bar(.~ Qeorge Bead, Qunnii^ BedfbTd, jun., John ] 
Bicbard Baasett, Jaoob Broam. 
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HIsrciRT OP THB UNITEB STATES, 

lea M'Eenrj, DBiiiel of St. Thomiu Jenifer, DuimI 



Jfafy(a«i. 
CniTOl. 

Fir^'nKi. — John Bliir, Jumca 

NoTlh Caru/mu.— William Bloont, KLchard DobU Spught, 
WiUiamiOQ. 

South Carolina.— John Bnlledge, CbariiM 0. Vinknuj. Cliu-le* I 
Pierw Builar. 

Omyia. — William Pew, Abraliam Bnldwb. 

QEOKOE WASHINQTOS. Pn-4iJeiU. J 

WILLIAM JACKSON, Secntaiy. 



Hildreth tclk us that, aa regorda the injunction of secreirj witii 
respect to the proceedings of the convention, it was 
At the final adjaornment the joamol \rae cntnulcd to the custody ■ 
Washington, bj whom it was afterwards deposited in the DcpA 
of State. It was first prinU'd bj order of Congreas in 1818. Vm^^ 
one of the members, took short DOtes, wliicU were printed after hil 
death,' in 1821. Sttll more pcrfctit notes bf Madtioii haTe fa«ea 
recently publialicd, 

llie first eittixig of oongiMs, atler a great deal of discnssion rupiwl- 
ing the scat of the Federal GovonuncLt, was settled, on the 13tll of 
September. 1788, to be at New York. The fintt WedncBiay in tht 
following Janaary was appointed for the choice of tbc president 
electors; the first Wednesdny in February for the election of Pra 
dent and Vice-president ; and tbc first Wednesday in that yew, b 
the 1th of March, for the first meeting of congress, for the or); 
of the goTomment of the United States under the ntw ooiutitutioR. | 

WuhingtoQ received the unanimous rote of ihc electors, I 
become Freflident-eleot ; John Adoma, having the next highss 
ber, was entitled to the office of Vicc-preudcnt. To these o 
we shall, however, ictttm pr^seotly; in the meantime olhiir d 
itonces require our attention. But in order to give a compleM fid 
of the constitution of the United Slates, we will in this pUoa p 
twelve amcudmcDta, which were made at diflbrent times: thafinttj 
on the flrtt, the eleventh on the third, and the twclllh cu 
ritting of eongretis. 
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AMENDMENTS. 

ABTICLE L 

Congren fholl make no law respecting an etUbliahment of ieIigion» or 
prohibiting the free exerdae thereof; or abridging the fr^eedom of ipeeoh, or 
of the pren ; or the rights of the people peaceably to assemble, and to ped* 
tion the goremment for a redress of grievances. 

AETICLE IL 

A weU regulated miUtia being necessary to the seouritj of a free state, the 
right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. 

AETICLE m. 

No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in anj house without the 
consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed 
bv law. 

AETICLE rV. 
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
f fleets, against unreasonable searches and seixures, shall not be violated ; and 
no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affir- 
mation, and particularly describing the place to be seardied, and the persons 
or things to be seized. 

ARTICLE V. 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise in&mous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases 
arising in the land or nayal forces, or in the militia when in actual service, 
in time of war, or pubhc danger ; nor shall any person be subject for the 
same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor shall be com- 
pelled, in any criminal case, to be a witness against himself^ nor be deprived 
of life, hberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private 
pro p er t y be taken for public use without Just compensation. 

ARTICLE VI. 
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and district whemn the 
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oune shall hme been oommittud, wliich dialrii-t shnll lisTt bopn prerimuly 
■saertsined hj lav. uid to be infbrmed ot the lutiire anil cbiuo ot the Scca- 
Mtioili l« be coafronled with lliowitDMsM agBinst him; to baxe «nnpnl«oty 
prooeaa far Dblaiiung vitnases in Ms farour, and to hare the n 
ootiniel for his defoice. 

AHTICLB VI I. 

In mits >t ODminon biir, where the Tolite in contmrenj alaU exceed 
tirmtj dollars, the right of trio! bj jury slull be pneerred, and no fart< 
tried bj joTj, alittll bo Dthermse re-aiatnined in aiiy court of tie United 
Stales, tlmn according to Iba rules of the eoDtmon law. 



i 

7 

i 



AETICLE nil. 
ExceesiTo bail shall not be required, nor cicess 
Qod imuflual pumahmente inilieted. 



ARTICLE H. 
the Constitution, of certwn rights, ahall not be 



The emunBTBtion 
itmed to deny or dupuage others retained b; llie peopli 



ABTICLB X. 
It delegated K> Ibe United State* b; the ConMitotion, t> 
« ths itolc* TMpectiTatj. « 



BM>^B 



o the states, a 



I rBserrod U 



The powOT t 
prohibited bj it 
ttao people. 

ABTICLE XI. 

The judiciil power of the United States shall not be oonstmed to eUnd 
to any suit in law or equilj, commenoed or prosecuted agaiiut One of tht 
United State*, by dtisens of anothcv state, or by dtii«na or snbjsM* of H? 
fbrogn stale. 

ABTICLE in. 
The alselon shall meet id tbcir reepectire sljies, and rots I7 ballot, tat 
pnaident and Tioe-presideiit, one of vham, at leaat, shall not bean "b^Htfif 
of the wnH itMe with themsdTesi they shall name, in ihsir halloli, tb 
peraon TOted for ■■ president, and, in distinct ballot*, lbs panon rotsd fer 
as nee-preaidant) and they shall make diatinct lists oT all pemon* vxibd lor 
as presidcDt, and of all penonii roled for ■■ Tieo-pmidonl, aad of (Iw Mn- 
ber of * otea for ouh, whioh lisle th^ shall sign and oertif/, and It^iHril, 
•ealed, to Iho seat of Iho gonnuncnt of Uie United Stale*, dinctad to tl« 
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prwMLut of tha aaoMta. 31ia praidcDt of the aoiate ihall, in tbe pnaoios of 
the Moata and hpow of raprs^aatatirM, <^cii all the oattifioatea, and the 
rotca ihall then be eoontad. The peraon hanng the gnateat nnmber irf 
Totea for prraident (hall be the preaident, if nioh a number be a nugoiit; of 
the whole number of aleotot* appointed ; and if no p«m» have aueh a 
majoii^, then from the peraoiki hafing the higbeat nnmben, not iiiiimiiillg 
threeoQ tbeliat of tboieTotedforta preaident, the hooM ofnpnaentadTei 

pnaident, the TOte* ihall be taken hj etatai, the fcpi'aaentatuii from each 
aUto having me TOte ; aquomm forthia purpoae ihall ooiuiat of s member or 
mamberi from tvo-thirdi of the italea, and a m^joritf of all the itatea ihall be 
ntnaaaij to a choice. Andif thahonaeof itpntu tatiTca ihallnotcbooaea 
preaident, wbenerer the right of ohoioe ihaU derotra upon them, before the 
feuith daj of March next following, then the Tiofr-preaident (ball ael a* 
prraident, ai in the caaa of the death or other conititutional diaability of the 



Tite person haring the greatat nomber of TOtw ii Tioe-pnaident ihall be 
the Tiee-praident, if inoh numbor be a najoritj of the whole niunber of 
eleeton appointed i and if no perun have a m^oritj, thai from the two 
higbeat nnmbM* on the lilt, the aenate ihaU chooae the Tioa-preaidcot — a 
qnorani lor the pnipoae ihall oonuit of two-thiidi of the whole number of 
■enaton, and a majorit; of the whole number ibaU be neccaaaij to a choice. 

Bat no pBBon, oonititntkn^^ inaligihla to the offine of preaident, aLall 
be eiigibla to that of vic^-praaUent of the Vniteil titatea. 



£ fSiiEt) fT/nrs. 



EMIQRATION 1 



B FIRST PRBBIDBKT. 



WhUiE the oonvEDtioQ at . occupied Un?mselv« with the 

new ocmiitilutioii, the voa north of the Ohio River was 

formed, hj ihe congress at iifw mio., inlo a lorritorial govtmracnt 
under the name of the North-Western Territory. Among other 
provision* of the government of this new territory was the carrying 
out of an important republican principle nhich some of the older 
states had not jct adopted; this was the equal division of ill 
landed aa well as perwrial property between the childrvii of persons 
dying iutestiilc. Tlie fullest religious freedom waa also insured ; pro- 
Tiaion made for bchools and for justice and bumauily towards ihc 
Itidioua, and a strong protest entered against alavii'y, inasmueh as 
it was declai-ed iJiat there should bo neither slavery nor iuToluntary 
servitude in the said territory', otherwise than as panisliment of crimes 
of which the party shall have been duly convicted. 

Seventeen millions of acres on the northern bank of the Ohio 
were now in Jiosscssion of the United States, in consequence of the 
already- mentioned treaties with the Six Nations. These formerly 
powerful and warlike tribes now retained but a small hold upon the 
lands whicli had once been their own. They were beginuini;, like 
their more feeble eastern brethren, lo pass away from before the 
white man. 'Ihe entire Mohawk nation emigrated in n, body inlo 
Caciado, and other Indiuu nations followed their example. 

The pressure of war being removed from the eastern slates, their 
restless and adventurous sons now went forth to explore an<l establish 
peaceable •ettlemcnts, with all Ihc amenities of domestic life and 
civiliiation, in the wilderness. The State of New York located her 
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disbanded toldien on the ttuid-bountics which she hikd proiniBcd 
then, upon nich western loads ns ihc retained after resigning her 
Inrgcr datma to the Union i Pennsylvania followed this example. 
Oci-upation woa thus given to the unemployed, and a soiirco of Tost 
wealth opened to the impoveriahed. In Jul; of this some busj jear, 
the Ohio Comp&nf was formed, for the settlement of portions of this 
great territory, wilh the Rev, Muoasseh Cutler, Wiathrop Sai^eant, 
and other citizuna of New England, at its head. 

In September, the Kentuekions, now holding Choir fourth eonven- 
tion at Danville, onco more applied to congress for admission in to the 
Union < bat though they had now advanced so fiir oi^ to have a 
■pokcunon in congress, in the penon of one of the Virginian dole- 
gal«t>i a Kentueky lawyer, and were possessed of a newspaper, the 
" Kentucky Gaiette," printed and published at Lexington, they were 
again unsuccessful in their application. 

General 8L Ckir was elected govumor of the now territory north- 
west of the Ohio, and tliilher flowed the great tide of emigration 
&om the New England ftatca, which luid hitherto poured into Ver- 
mont, New Hampshire and Maine. All New England was noiv 
■stir with the movement westward, and again we have chronicles of 
migration and early settlement, as in the days of the Pilgrim Fathers. 
(Quaint and beautiful arc the details which exist of these mOTement*. 
The plan* were drawn in Bostun, and at Providence in Rhode Island, 
of gnat eitiea to be erected on tho banks of rivers flowing as yet 
thrungh the wilderness ) the intending emigrants met to draw lots 
for their futore homes in these cities, each " town-lot to be ninety 
re«t Aunt and 160 feet in depth ;" the centre street of tho city to bo 
I Ml bet wido. As in tho old times, " the MaySower" set sail with 
tho pioneer aettlcn; and on the 7th of April, 1768, GcDcml Itufus 
Palnani, the loader of this party, landed at the mouth of tho 
Muskingham, oppodte Fort Hormer. Nothing con bo pleotjonter than 
the records of tluute early Ohio settlements. Captain Pipes, the 
ehiof of tho Delswara, wilh about seventy of liis tribe, c«iue down 
for tho pnrpoKi of trading with the garrison of Fort Ilormcr, shook 
bands with the new-oomer*, and welcomed them cotdiully to the 
shores of tho Muskingham, on the head-watcis of which river they 
themaelrc* redded. Tho tettlora arriving from the stem cUmato of 



l1 tiAtim 
be bmJ^H 
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New England, where they had left frost and snow, were Btrock by 
the contrast presented hy the vegetation of their new home. The 
pea-vint-B. saj- Ihey, and buffBlo-eloTcr, with vnrionB other planti, 
were nearly knee high, and afforded a rich pB£tai-c for their hungrj 
horses. Tho trees had commenced putting forth their foUage, the 
birda warbled a welcome song from their bronclics, and ail natim 
smiled at the BpproBch of the strangers. 

On these aiupieious shores tho settlers immediatelj comnten 
felling trees for their log-hooses, and for the clearing of the h 
while General Putnam resided in a tent which they had bn> 
with them. In five days they had cleared and sown sercral a 
of land. A month later one of Ilic settlers wrote—" This country 
for fertility of soil and pteasantness of sttnation exceeds >U our 
cxpectutiona. The climate is exceedingly healthy; not a laaii sick 
since we have been here, y/e have started twenty bottBloca in k 
drove. Deer tut plenty as sheep in other places. Beuvir and otber 
onimals abundant. 1 have known one man to catch twenty or thirty 
in one or two nights. Turkeys ore innomersble; they come withia 
a few rods of us in the Gelds. We have already planted a field at 
150 acres of com." In Jnlyi another writer saj's — "The «an 
has grown nine incJies in twenty-four hours tor two or throe day* 
past." 

The city, which woe laid out aceording to the gr»t phm altcady 
formed, and including within its area the remains of ao ancient tot^ 
tificd town, somewhat similar to those since di«covcred in Ctatnl 
America, and which were here carefiilly preserrcd, TMoivad tka 
name of Marietta. This name was an abbrcriation of Hhjb 
Antoinette, tho name of the yonng queen of Franca, u>d mm 
intended as a mark of respect to that sovereign, in coiueqoniM of 
the attention and kindncM with which she bad trcatM Fnnklin 
when at the court of Louis XVl., and of the interest which she had 
token in the American struggle. The leaders of this i 
were principally old soldiers, and it was natniol in them to n 
with gtstitude the kind offices which this jcmng and I 
wonuui hod rendered to their cause ; nor u their roncration tat tba 
clasdcB less distinguishable. There was the " Capitolinm" of tlx 
cifj, and the " Via Sacra," while the garrison, with Uuck-houaH at 
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Uw eocactB, wm mIU "C^^h Mkitni,'' •■■■ ■(' ; 
torittit " VI MnfitiT Mtwi <if tlkft ******* w 
watUtMd Ibr fin jttn, iaimg vUek tias it wtm rtrictly k nilitaij 
camp.' Bwtrj bUan ttf Ifca ubnt tokmf hav the Mh^ of 
■jInn pnNpmtyi the eariy miihrwi far O* garcanMiat vcre 
writteB ottt and poted on the MBootfa bunk td a larga bradt- 
trae. Tbe 4tlt of Jvlj, tihe ■ 
JwJMCi, was eektnted bf "a a 
bowvy wliidi atretcbed along the banks of the UiHkingliam.' Tim 
tabla^ w atv iafiKmed, waa ainnlicd with TaaiaoOf ba&]L> mkI 
nait-pig*, with a rarie^ of flih. Aaun^ tha latter waa a pika 
aiii^liiii^inn ponndBjiaAichwiacangktat thaBoathof theUn^ing- 
hsm, bj Jadge GObot DeroU aad hia bm OilbeK, and the tail of 
wUdi dragged on the graond wben (oafintded npoa a pole between 
the dtoolden of two tall men. On thia occaaioo an oration waa 
made by one ot the jndgea, the fint ptditical oratioii btct made in 
Ohio. 

On the Qth of Jnlj, Oennal St. Clair aTTired m gortnur of th« 
e<rioDf , and was mmvcd in "the bowery" with Arcadian honoan, 
and tbe firing of fourteen gnus. So rapid wa* the progtvea of this 
■cttlement, that befotv the end of the anmmer the dtj-lota, with 
their itrceta and open pnb[ic ipaoes, oorered an area extending one 
mile on theOhioRiTer, and one mile and 120 perches on the Hoaking- 
hom. A aohatantial bridge waa bnilt orer the ereek which fiUla into 
the Hmkingfaam, in the aonthem port of the dtr, called, with their 
lore of clerical history, " Tiber Creek," and three other bridges were 
alao boilt orer tmallcr itrennu. A tt)ad waa oat thtongh the fbrat 
to tbe Cunpos Martina, and tbe clearing and planting of land went 
on TigoTOTuly. Again and again wrote the aettlen of the proaperity 
and plenty whidi sarronnded them ; tbe harreat waa cut in the 
autoDtn, and in unne casca yielded 104 boibele of ear* to the acre, 
aomo of thne ean yielding a pint and a half of ihelled eom each. 
" Aa for beana, tomips, pumpkin*, iqnaahea, cabbagea, mellona, 
carmnbcra, etc., they arc," Biyi the exultant writer, " the »eiy finest 
in flatonr I ever tasted, and the great prodaction ia tnly •nrpriBtng." 
ne diitrict of Marietta waa colled Washington coonty. 

Emigration and cokmiiation was now tfas order of the day. It 
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snpplied the want of emplojment nnd excitement CBU««d by tlw 
ceesatioii of the war, and was a health; outlet for the energies of tlte 
people. Among other cmigrauta n'ho went out to the western Bettl»- 
tnents of New York wan Daniel Shays, who hud been included tn a 
bill joft passed of ^Deral poidon and indemnity for oil eoncemed in 
the late insurrection. Shays lived to be rery old, supported in his 
latter days by hia pension as a revolulionaiy soldier. In October. 
John Symmes, one of the jndgM of Marietta, piircbaaed a large traci 
of land between the great and little Miami rivers, ai^d in the follow- 
ing month tha first settlement within that pureliaae, and Ibe second 
within Ohio, was commenced at Columbia at the month of the little 
Miama, five miles above the site of the present Cincinnatti. All 
went on prosperously ; towns were laid out, for>?stB clearfd, loads 
opened, mills and bridges built, and population flouked in. Hat wa* 
this alone the cose on the Ohio. Within twelve months, more than 
10,000 emigrants passed through Marietta on their way to Kentucky 
and other parts of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. The West, the 
" great West," the boost of the American, was palling forth iU tmsl 
attractions and luring tens of thonsands oven then, 

At the close of 17fl7. it was doubtful what would be the fate of ^ 
Federal Constitntion in the States. Il was received with dieti 
and jcalonsy by a great body of the people, who feared thai f 
eKtCDsivc powers given by the new Constitution lo the federal gorsn- 
ment would place them under oppressions as grievous as those of the 
mother'Country, which they had just shaken off. On the other IuhL 
it was supported by the wealthy portiun of the comnmnity, hjf tit 
public creditors and merchants, the former of whom taw in it tiuit 
only chance of payment, while the latter hoped cverytliing fhnu the 
Gllension and regulation of commerce. In the midst of litis doobt 
and uncerl&iiity, an able series of articles appeared in a Hmr Ysdc 
paper, written by Hamilton, Madison and Jay, advocating tho as* 
Constitution, and these so completely meeting all objcolions, hrfpsd 
greatly to settle the question. 

Delaware was the tint state lo adopt the Constitution, on Dwcs- 
biT 7th) five days later PennsylvoDia followed th« vxampia) ud 
soon oAer Xew Jersey, Georgia and Connecticut. Mwf nrhw»iMt 
weighod and deliberated, with able men on either side, tha fnswU vf 
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the Union looking anxiooslj on, well knowing that on the decision 
of tliaC imporliiot state would depend Ibo dcolaion of others ; and at 
length, on Fcbnior; 7th, the new ConstilntioD vas ratified hj her, the 
luojuritj in ita fuvoor being nineteen. Maryland gave in her 
adhesion in April, South Carolina in May, and in June New Hamp- 
shire. The Coiwtitntion woa earnestlj advocated and opposed b}" 
the different parties in the convenlioos of Virginia and New York, 
but both ratified it, tlie one in Juno, the other in Salj. 

HloTen Btaica had now adopted the Constitution, and though 
North Carolina still hesitated, and Rhode Island obstlnatclv held no 
conTcntion. measures were immediatelj taken for the orgouisatioD of 
the new govcramont As was to be expected, Washington received 
at the appointi'd time tile unooiiaous tote of the electors, and became 
prMidont-clect; the next highest number of votes was for John 
Adams, who was in oonseqoence entitled to the office of vic«-presi- 
dent; and aenaton and reprcaeulativea under the new Constitution 
weTB duMcn also in the eleven ratif}-ing stales. 

TIw4th of March was the day appointed for the new govemmeot 
to oomiQonoo operations, bat so many impediments occurred Ibat it 
wu not until the 30tk of April that tliis look place. Some of the 
eao t e * of this delay ore carious. By the help of scvoral public- 
spirited dtiteiu of New York, who advanced the necessary funds, the 
old City Hall wna prepared (or the occasion. The important day- 
was lulierwl in by the firing of cannon and tho ringing of bcUfl. 
lint oftsr all, the building was not ready, and more than that, eight 
•cnators only and thirteen representatives made their appearance, 
not enough to form a qoorum in either house. The fact waa, that 
must of the member*, many of them from great distances, having to 
invtl to New York on honebock, had found, at that early wason of 
lh« yoar, tho road* in many place* impMssblo by floods, nqii-cially 
vhcra rivora hod to be forded. On the last day but ona of 
March, thirty members, tniSoient to tbrm a quorum, being present, 
buaiDesa eotiuneuoed. Tha vic»-presidcnt Adams arrived in Nev 
Tork, Moorled by a troop of horse, on April 21sl, and Washington, 
as prcsidsnt, proceeded from Mount Vernon in Virginia, to New York, 
is a tort of triumphal progreM, tho people eterywhcte eager to 
Utdtf their aflectum and eateem, and on the S9Ui of April landad at 
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New York, having crossed over from New Jersey in a Yisrge fitto! 
np for the occnaioti, and rowed by thirteen pilots Lq white umfamu. 
But even now the new Federal Hall was not ready, and Wattiing- 
toa took the oath of office, after Divine service had been perfomifd in 
all the ohnrchea, La a baleuny fronting the street where the assembled 
papnlaoc could witneai the ceremony. The oath was administered 
by Livingston, Chuneellor of New York, who, on iia conclnstoDt 
escluimed aloud, " l<ang live George Washington. President o( 
tho United States 1 " and the mnltitude answered with enthusiastic 
shouts. 

The inanguia! address of Washington was short, and remail:able 
for its deep tono of gratitude to the Divine Ruler, who had permitted 
the affulra of America to take a favonrabla issue; for its pure and 
elevated sentiment of political wisdom, and of devotion to that be- 
loved country in wboso service he had already laboured M fiutfahlly. 
"The foundation of the national policy," be remarked, "ahonldbe 
lud in the pure principles of private morality ; no truth being man 
thorooghJy established than that there exists an indiasolnble union 
between virtne and happiness; between duty and advantage; be- 
tween the genuine Tninrimn of an honest and mognanimons policy and 
the solid rewards of public proBpcrity and happiness." He con- 
sidered " the saccesa of the republican form of government u an 
experiment entrusted to tho American people," and assured Umd. 
" that tho propitious smiles of Heaven could never be looked Hr U 
the eternal rules of order and right, which Heaven itself hdl 
ordained, were disregarded." 

Hia disinterested patriotism was proved by the bot that dow, «■ 
on the fbnner occmion when be held the office of 
diief, he dcfired no other compensation for his services dian th« 
bnrsement of his expenses. 

It was early attempted in the aenate to introduce styles and 
of office, and to address the president as " His Highi 
was resolutely opposed ; nevertheless a committee was appwntrd I* 
consider tho nnbject. and in the meantime the question vaa iteddW 
by the house of representativca, the supportcirt of rvpabliora ilB- 
plidty. Thoy addjeased Washington, in their reply to hit opwKn( 
tddnsa, merely oa "the Prciident of the United Stntcs." 
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Watiungtaa on bis part, though a atrenooiis advocate of cepabticua 
Bimplicttj, found it necessary to anataiii the dignit; of his office bj & 
form of etiquette which was considerably censured at the time, but 
wbioh baa ever since contLnued to regulate the presidential household. 
He lud tt down as a role to retarn no visits. Certain dnya wcru 
appointed for le»e« i nor were any invitations to dinner given, 
exoepting to foreign ministen, officers of the goTcramt'ni, and 
strangen of distinction. The arrangement of the ceremonial at 
levees and other public oecostons was I'Dtrosted to Mumphries. wh" 
bad formerly been aide-de-camp to Washington, and later, secrelai^' 
of legation at Paris, and who was tupposed to know a good deal ou 
ibe punctilios of court life. Trifling matters of ceremonial introduced 
by Hnmpbriea, as tbe pbuing the president and bis wife on elevated 
seats at pnblio balls, and requiring the dancers to acknowledge tbeir 
preaenoe by bows and curtseys, led to troable in after yoon, as 
marka of the mooarehical teodeodes of the federal party.* For thi.' 
mt the gToatest mnplieity prevailed; there was neither oeteatalio:) 
nor Rserre, and the gveeta of the first man b the Union were cnter- 
lained with as much ease, and received a* kind a wvlcooie, as tbougli 
he bad still been only "Parmer Washington." On the Sundays, 
however, no visits were received. He regularly attended church in 
the moming, and in the afternoon retired lo bis private apartment. 
The eveniog was spent with Ilia family, when sometimes an intiniAte 
Mend might call, bat promisonotu company was not pcmulti.>d.t 

Tho Hnrt objects of congress wcro to establish a revenue for the 
support of govcmment, and the supply of the exhausted treasurv ; lo 
orgnnise (he executive departments ; to establish a judiciary ; and to 
amend tiie cjonstiluliott. In urder tu provide a revenue, duties were 
Impoaed on the tannage of vesscLs, and on foreign goods imported 
into tlu stato^ among which were ardent spirits. As legardol 
spiritaeiu liqwws, the attention of the jpublic was just tuned to this 
asl^aot by a tract on the great evils attending their use, latelj' pab- 
httaA by Dr. Rnah. It was the oommeDCcment of the temperaneo 
at the gnat Federal Pcstival, held at Philadelphia to 
a the adoption of the new Coostitntion, ardent siririta hail 
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"been excluded, Amcricftu beer and cider being the only liqaon 

Three eiecotiTe depaftments were estabiishcd to lud tbo preodent 
in the ofToirs of gaverameat — the departments of Foreign A&ira, oT 
the Trcoamy, and of War. Thomas JeBerson was appointed to the 
first, Alexander Hamilton to tho Bccund, and Ocnoral Knox to the 
third, which be bad long held, the small navy being itlao placed 
under hia core. These offices wero under the cautrol of the prcaident, 
and Ibe puncr of removing them woa, after mucli discussion, placed 
also in his hands. 

Tbo national judiciary cow established cousistcd of a Supreme 
Court, having oue chitf-Justice and aeverol BEsociatc judges, as well 
md district courts possessing juriuliction oa specified in the 
CooBtitntiDu. Washington declared that " the duo admiiiistntioa of 
justice was the flnnrat pillar of good government, and that the 
selection of the fittest chamctcrs to expound the laws and dispenst^ 
justice was an invariable object of his anxioos concern." He •elected, 
therefore, the fittest men he knew for those important appointment* i 
and John Jay became chief-jnstice, and Edmund Randolph atlanirej- 
general. Several amendments to the Constitution were propcaed, 
ten of which, as given in the preceding chapter, wei« afl«rwaid* 
adopted. 

The salary of the president was fixed at 25,000 dolIarR a year, llul 
of tho vice-pt'eaident at 5,000, those of the heads of departments al 
3,500. Six dollars a day, with sis dollars for every twenty miles of 
travelling, were allowed to the rcpresentives, and seven dollan, with 
the same sum for travelling expenses, in tlie same ratio, to lite mem- 
hera of the Senate. The chief-justice of the Supremo Court wu 
to receive 4,000 dollars, and the associato judges MO doUui li 

On the 29th of September, tho first »e«io 
November, North Carolina ratified the Cnutitntion. 

During the recess of congress, tho prcMdcut made a tonr 
the New Enghind states, omitting, however, Rhode Island, 
hud not yet given in its adhesion to the Constitution, 
ho was received with domonstratious of love and rnpeet. 
women and children," says Jared Sparkcs, " people of all raalo, ips, 







and oocapationt, assembling horn far and near, at the croasin^ of 
the roads and other public places where it waa knonii be would paw. 
MilitATj eacorts attended hi'm oa the way, and at the principal 
towns he was received and entertained by the civil aothorilies. 

"This journey," continnes the stuno writer, "not only furnished 
proob of the attocluneat of the people, but coDvioced him of the 
growing prospeiily of the oonntry, and of the favour which tho 
Conalitutioa and the administratian of government were gaining in 
the public mind. He saw with plea»aro that the effects of the war 
had almost diaappeared ; that ogricoiture was pursued with activity ; 
that the h&rresta were abundant, manufiictures incTEMudng, tho I«wns 
flonrishing, and eommerae becoming daily more extended and prodt- 
able. The oonditioD of society, tho progress of improvemeiits, the 
niccess of industrial enterprise, all gave tokens of order, peace and 
ooDtcutmcnt, and a moit cheering promise for the fntoro." 

Journeys of this kind, the great object of which was the becoming 
bettu Mquainted with the capabilitiea, aa well as the couditioo oi 
the country, were not uncommon with Washington. Already, iu 
1784, at the ck«e of the war, ho bad made a joumoy of 600 miles, to 
tint hi* lands oo tho Ohio, when the practicabili^ of a great scbem« 
•nggeated itaelf to him, viz. that of uniting the East and West, by 
meana of intertotumunication between the head-watera of the Atlantia 
(tmuna and the western rivers. Ho prca&ed the subject upon the 
notice of the govemmeat of Virginia, the result of wliicb was tho 
fbrmatioa of two companies, " the Potomac Company," and " tho 
Kenhava and James River Company." Washington thus became 
th« dnt noTer in the great ocrica of inUmal improvumeota wlucb 
tookpUm. 

The aaoond (Msion of oongress opened on the Clh of Jonoaiy, 1790. 
Hamilton, the wcrEtary of tho treasury, brought forward early his 
report upon tho public debt coutmeUtl durbg tho war, and which 
had hung like n mill-stono •□ long roand tho neck of government. 
Taking an able and enlarged view of the advantages of public crvdil, 
he recommended that not only Ibe debts of the oontinental congreas, 
but thoae of the individual states contracted on bt-lialf of tbe eonmon 
caiuc, abonld bo funded or assumed by the general govcmmcnt, and 
that proviaion should bo made for paying the inlemt by taxca im- 
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j-oaed on certuin articles of laxury, and on gpiriti distilled in th" 
conntry. This report led to long discuasion ; bat in conclusion, con- 
gress passed on act for the aBsnmptioii of the itstes' debts, and for 
funding tho natianal debt Provision for tlio pajment of the forngn 
debt WBB made without any difficult}". The debt f^mded amoimted 
to about 75,000,000 dollars; and it was espceioUj enacted that oo 
certificate should be obtained Irom a gtat«-creditor, nhich it could 
not be oecertmued bad been issned for the express purpose* of oom- 
pensation, services, or snpplies, doring the lat« war. The proceeds 
of the wcatem lands and the surplus revenue, with the additioa of 
2,000,000 dollars which tho president was authorised (o borrow at 
9 per cent, constituted a sinking fund to be applied to the rcdnclioo 
of the debt. The elfect of these measures upon the counlrjr in generml 
was of the mofit siitisfactory kind. The sudden increase of moaiid 
cupitol ^ve a &eah impulse to commerce and consequently to 
iigricullnre. 

Shortly after the discussion on the debt commenced in CoDgmR, 
it was intermptod by petitions &om the' yearly meeting of the 
Clunkers of Pcnnsj-lvania, Delaware and New York, sdTocating the 
abolition of slavery, and which were followed np by ■ 
from the Pcansylrauia Abolition Society, signed by I 
Franklin aa president, one of the bsl public acts of this remufabb 
man's life; he died a few weeks afterwards, lliis subjcci lid to 
two months' controversy on the subject of aiavery and tiic ab/vc- 
trade, the end of which waa a report, entered on the journal of lb 
debates, that any state thinking proper to import slaves, ooald 
not be prohibited by congress prior to the year 1608, olthoo^ it 
had power to prevent their supplying foreigncra with sUtm^ ud 
that they had no authority to interfere in the eraaneipfttiDn of tl>tni 
or in the treatment of them in any of the states. 

In May of this year, Rhode Island acecdcd to the Nmr Conalita- 
lion, and thus completed the anion of the Thirteen Statam. Abval 
'lie same time an act vras passed for accepting a cesdoa «( land (TM 
North Carolina, and erecting it into a territorial goranunml, O^ 
the title of "tho Territory South of tho Ohi0,''aiid which «W !• 
erary respect to stand npon the sanw ba«ia aa the "Torrilixj Hotk 
Weat of the Ohio," with thu esoeption. that tlaftrjr <rw *■■ 



(1700.) 



301 



excluded. Tbii dcw Icrritory, which forms the preKent Tenoeiaec, 

included the ktc Bapuing state of Frankland, and another tract 

I of about 2,U00 square mUes, which had been settled in I'SO bf 

} James BebertsoD, who, with about forty fiuiuliea, had advanced 300 

I bDc* into the wildtrnew, and ttiore established the town of Nashville 

1 the banks of the Cumberland River ; whither, also, he hod been 

Ibllowed by many of llio ofSoers and soldiers of the revolationar}' 

irar, to whom land- bounties had been assigned on the same river. 

I territoiy. for which a governor was presently appointed, 

I «u for the greater part in the posseuion of the IndioDs at that 

n wars were the certain rMtilt of the advance of the white 

Lo the wilderness, and the frontiers of the more sonthem 

ill coatinucd lo bo the scenes of bloodshed. A war had been 

on for some time between the Creek Indians and Qoot^ia, 

I'OB the •ot>jcct of lands said lo have been ceded by the Tnilianf lo 

ktc, bat which they denied. The Creek warrion were well 

klpplied with fire-arms and ammanition, and hod the advantage of 

^B able and s.ccomplished chief, a half'brecd Indian called, after bis 

, M'Oillivray, and who had received an fTcellent cducstjou 

Wbt Charliwton. Under this chief the Crc«ks carried on a Gerce and 

■ teriblo war, which spread alarm even as fur as Savannah. Washing- 

Diis to bring about a negotiation with these formidable 

PoMi iui s, inviinl M'Oillivray to New York ; and acoompauied by 

;^tj<i^t chiefs and warriors, he arrived there, oongrcss being 

I ffiD in sasdon, and was received with every mark of respect and 

I ■ttcntian. A treaty of peace was enlirred into; wampum given and 

IdhwcQ smoked i aflvr which M'GilUvray having made a spocch, 

and " a shake of pea«« " between Washington and the ohielt being 

given, "a songofpeaM''ina raised by the Indians, and the oeremooy 

ended. Peac* vnw ortablished on ihe frontieis of Georgia, and the 

lands which the Creeks claimed solemnly guarautted to them, not 

■noefa to the satisfaction of the whiles. 

Thns suceesiful with the Creeks, they were mw^h leas so with thi 
siM lMU Indians, who enoooraged, it was said, by the British in 
Canada, insisted on making the Ohio their boundary, and infested 
the bank* of the river, attacking the emigrant boats, which d 
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it, and currj-ing their ravngca far into Kentucky. Pacific OTBrturca 
haring boon made in vain bj the president to these hostile Indians, 
General Uannor was sent from Fort Wabhiogton, now Cincinnati, 
irith a force of 1,400, to reduce them to tcrma. He ancceeded in 
deitrajring the Indian villages and their harvests, bnt in two engage- 
ments new the confluence of the St. Mory'sandSL Joseph's in Indiana, 
flncceHsive detachments of the army were defeated with etmaideiBhle 

Congress dnring this present session passed on act "tor the 
encouragemeot of leaming," which secured a copyright to anthon tor 
fonrteen years, and if living at tha end of that term, for finoteen 
years longer. 

During the eesaton of 1791, a National Bank was propoaed hj 
Hamilton, which met with the most vigorous oppwitioQ from the 
repnhlican party, who considered that congress had no oonatitstioiial 
power for such a measure. The supporters of the bill tnointained it 
to be constitutional and necessary for the operations of goremment 
The president required the opinions of the catnnet in writing, and 
after mature dcLibcratton, gave the bill his signature, and the bank 
WBS established at Philadelphia, with a capital of lO.WCOOO dollus. 

The dissentioDS on the subjects of the funding system aod tfce 
bank, originating in the heart of the republic, extended thenuclm 
to the extremities, and were a signal for the people to range than- 
ielves under two parties, Hamilton and Jcfierson were ths lc«den 
of thc«o factions, and Wnsliinglon in rain endeavonred, by hit 
practical wisdom and afii.'ctionaU) remonstrances, to reconcile tb> 
two parties. But we liavo not space to enter at large into iht 
stmggles and bitternesses of this party strife. We paas, therefbt^ 
on to erenta. 

New York having relinquished her claim to Vermont, thoBgb Bol 
without the purchase of a release for S0,000 doUan, and the OrMa 
Mountain Boys, haring adopted the Constitution, were in Pebmrj 
admitted into the Union. 

The Indian war aiill continuing, and ercn with increaMd *te- 
Imce, additional troops were raised and oommnnd given to Omml 
Bt Clair, governor of the North West Territory, to march to Iba 
nlief of the suffering lettlcrt ; and in October he eacuiqMd with 
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1,<00 men near the Miami Tillagea, The chief of the Miamia, at 
this time, wba the pow'crful Michikiniqna, or the Little Turtle, who 
b; the force of native talent, hod raised himself to the military 
IcAderaliip of the confederated vealcm Iribcs. In bu forces, which 
numbered about 1,300, were included monj half-bteeds ai 
tunong whom was the notorious Simon Oirtj. St. Clair and his 
officer* were asleep in the midst of their camp, when in the earl; 
dawn thojr were roused bj a sudden attack. The carnage which 
followed wat terrible ; more than one-fourth of the AmerieiuiB, end 

I the artilkry and bnggngp, fell into the hands of the enemy.* 
Tliia second repulse spread the greatest terror throughout the north- 
• Tbtre are virr few DitiatinJ Aincrlcaa bolliid]: to lew, indocd. thai 
wknoeT >D hlMorical exnt bw bfcums * portion of populu lilcniure, we 
■ay b« tnrt that it took an nuasaall]' ttroag hold an the papulj 
(Bd ■* having dons » it it addiiionsU; worthj ot the hiitariui' 
n* Ballad fiAIHCLaiRi's Dbfext ii ■ lort of "Cketj Chus " of tha 
Wsitiia TaRJtai7, and aboandi with dwp path«i — 
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'Turn Noramber the fburth, in thi jeu of ninely-one, 
I W« had a son sngagemeiit, near to Fort JeOenon ; 

u Huamander, which mar Teineinbtr«d be, 
For than we left nine hondnd mm, in I'Weit'a Ter'lory. 
At Boskar'* IliU and Qusbrck, where maDj a hero fall, 
likawiK at Long Idind— it a the truth I IcU,— 
But taeh a dreadful carnage, nuf 1 acTcr mc agaia, 
A> happened at St. Uai;'(, Dpon the tirer plain. 
Ooa amj was attacked, Jnit a* the daf did dawn, 
And aaaa was oierpowend and driT«i from the lawn, 
Thrf Unad U^ar Ooldham, Leiia, and Briggi likewim. 
And horrid falli of saT'gta, rasoonded thiaogh the •kits. 

Major Ballar, ha wu waanded bj^ the Ter; teoond fire ; 
Mi* naal; bosnai aweUMl with rage, when forced 
And ai be la; in anfniih. and Karcdy could hs M 
BfrrlaJBiH. " Ye honnda oi hall ! Oh ! nn engcd n 
Va had nM b«n long broken, when Ocneral Buller fmiul, 
niMaeir Ki badlj wonsdsd, was turccil to quit llie grunnd. 
•■ Mr Gnd 1 " laji he. " what iball we da > we're 
Oo charge then, ratiant heron, and beat theni If jruu can.*' 
Bi Uanad bii back tgaiiut a tree, and then resigned bit breath. 
And like a TalianI •oldler, laiik in the arm* of death, 
mm bleaied angeU did awail, hi* ipirit (a coDrey. 
I Asd BBta the calcatial Aelds ho qoicklr bent his wa;. 
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west frontier CTEn into Penii»ytTailis- On the nem of this diasiter, 
coDgTesfl resolTed to pfoaecnte the war with increaoed TiKoiir, and 
pravision was made for aa^cDtug the army, by enlistment, to the 
number of 6,000 men. The defeat of Harmar and St Cloir had, 
howevpr, created snch a dread of Uie Indionfi, that a sufficient Dumber 
of reemits could not be obtained. A clamour was raised against the 
war i Willctt and 'Datiiel Morgan, old revolutionary officers, doclined 
to act as brigadicr-gsDerals, Willett openly declaring bia doubt of 
the justice of the war, "The intercourse," said he, "which I have 
had with these people, and the treatment which I and others have 
received from them, mok^s joe their advocate. The bononr of fight- 
ing and beating the Indians is not what I aspire after." Colonel 



We charged tgaio witb courags Snn, but ■son igniD gare gnmnd. 

The war-vrhoop th«i redoubled, as foes did ui surTonnd; 

Thej killed good M^or Ferpiton, vhich cniued hit mea to cry, 

" Oar only (ifety ia in flight, or fighting here we die ! " 

" Bland to joaz gnui," laji ToliaDt Fotd, " lot'i die upon them burc, 

Befoie we let the aaVgea know, we e*er hubound fear! *' 

Oar cannon-balli cihanited. and artill'rj men all ilain. 

Obliged irete om' mniket-mcn, the'en'iny to (diuId. 

Tet three honn more wo fonght them, and then wera forced to jrleU, 

Three hundred bloody warrian lay itretched upoo the field. 

8Eya Colonel Qibaoo to hii men, " Hy boyi, be not dimuyed, 

I am mre that tnio Titginiiuu were netei yet afraid j 

" Ten thoDMnd dealhi I'd rather dio, than they ihoold gain the flald : " 

With that he got a fstBl ihot, which cauied him to yield. 

Sayt Major Clarke, " My heroet. I can no longer Rand ; 

We'll try to form in order, and retreat the beat we con." 

The word " retreat " being paiaed aimind, there wa> 

Then belter4kcl<cr through the woods, like wolrea and iheep tbtf Bj. 

Thii well-appointed army, which bat the day b< ~ 

De^ed and braTed all dutger, had like a cloud puaad o'er. 

Alai t the dying and wonaded, how dreadhl wai the Ihonght, 

To the tomahawk and icaJping knife, in miiery are braoghl. 

Some had an inn and •ome a thigh broke on the Held thai day. 

Who writhed in totmenti at the (take, to oloaa the dire afi^y. 

To mention our brava ofEcen ii what 1 wi>b 1i 

HaaoDaorHane'erfought more brave, or wi 

To Captain Bradford I belonged, i: 

tie fell that day among the (lain, and a raliaat 
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Harden and Major Trueman were then sent with a flo)^ of truce, to 
attempt a negotiation, but they were both murdermL The Six 
Nationa now, at the request of Washington, interfered to pcrraa'e 
the tribes od the Wabash to withdraw from the confedcracj, and 
moke pnce with the United Stale*. Thin was in port efi^ted, and 
(lie Mianiis agreed to a conference the following spring. 

The first censiu of the inhabiljints of the United State* was 
taken thii ytai, when the population was found to be 3,921,326, of 
whom 695,655 were slaves. By this census the representatiTes 
were apportioned, allowing one represcotaCive for each 33,000 
inhabitants, and thus giving the house lOJ meuibcrs. The rercnae, 
according to the report of the secretary, amounted to 4,771,000 
dolliirs. 

In this arasion, ihe long-agilatod qnestion regarding the locality 
of the permanent seat of govcmmeDt was decided. A district, t«n 
niles sqaan, comprehending lands on both sides the river Potomac. 

>• icleeled nod the city of Washington laid ont, the sales whiob took 
place prodncing the DcceMaiy funds for its erectioD. 

Kentocky had the satiafaction, aAer her long efforts at inde- 
pendence, to be admitted into the Union, in June of 1792. The 
Mine year the poat-ofBce was organised and a mint was established 
and located in Philadelphia. The coinage, to be called Pcdernl 
money, were the eagle, half-eagle and quarter-eoglc in gold; the 
doUnr, half-dollar, qaarler-dollar, dime and half-dime in silver ; 
the cent and half-c«nt in copper. The device for the coinage led 
I agitation t the head of Washington, in the first 
^ Hd other presidents for the time being, wilh the na 
Ur of anooeaaioi), being ooniidered an alarming step towards 
B iLo former propoeition of the title gf Uigbncsa and 
ifaa ptwent Icvcea of the president, and was therefbre r^oeted. An 
fimHirfiiti" figure of liberty was finally adopted. 

The first Congress had now closed its session*. Washington ira* 
again cttctcd president, and «aa inaognraied in March of 1793, 
John Adam* also being le-elected to the office of vice-preHidtni. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

WASHIKGION'S ADMIMSTBATION (confiwi^d^. 

The two parties of Federalists and Anti-Federalists enliatcd a 
Ihdr banncra the fi/iends aad enemies of the Dew Natioaol C 
tion, the former assertbg the nccoasity of & strong central govern- 
Inent, and the latter opposing, with jealous anxiety, any measure 
which should lessen the popular power by decreasing thftt of the 
individual States. The admirable working, however, of the Coo- 
Btitution under Washington tu)d his able ministry ; the increase of 
commeroe ; the eitenaion of territory, and the general prosperity, 
would no doubt within a few years have allayed party ouinoiitiMi 
had not an element at that moment come inUi operation which, if no 
other causes bad existed, would have divided the coUDlry into two 
equoLy violent parties. This was tie French Revolatioo. 

Thomas Jeflcrson had been recalied &om France, where he uted 
M ambassador of the United States, to take port in the adminiatni. 
tion under the now Constitution, and brought with him a atnaf 
preposBCBsion in favour of the French revolutionists. Nothing ooalil 
be more natural than that the citiiens of the United StAlM, niti 
bad 10 lately and so gloriously achieved their own independouMi 
ohould sympathise warmly in the struggle of that very nation whidi 
had aided them in the time of their difficulty to throw off tkl 
despotism under which they was suffering, and the early and betta 
impnlM to which hod been a spark caught from the American Sam* 
of liberty. While the anti-'federalists, resisting, as they bclicT>4 
all dangerons aggressions on their own dearly-bought indcpendoM 
cordially espoused the French cause ; the federalists aaw in the oat 
rage and ferocity of the French republicans indication! whicb HIM 




thciu <mtix Ihe Dtmost jcaloQsy and alarm, lest tbn Mine spirit shootd 
break farib npon their shorca, and sweep awaj those wise foonda- 
tiotis of order which had been m careftUlj laid. 

With these opposite sentiments towards France were united, as a 
muter of oourBe, eqaallj- oppoaed feelings towards £ng]and. The 
fcderalittt regarding their country as allied to Great Britain by 
similarity of language, religion, and literature, were ready o^'en to 
doubt, with the example of France bvfore them, whether a repub- 
lican form of government could be relied upon, and to draw still 
more closely the bonds of union between ihemselTes and the mother- 
country. They charged the anti-federalists with blind devotion lo 
the French cause, and their leaders, with Jefferson at the head, with 
being deeply tinctured with the sentiments of the French school of 
philiMophy, and with the design of introducing the same infidel and 
jnootunical aotians into America, as hod led to tbe sanguinary and 
revolting scenes in France. * 

The revolutionary party in France regarded the Americans as 
brethren, and expected Irom them only applause and sympothy. 
The French minister who had been sent over by the king was 
recalled, and dliEen Ocnct, as representative of tbe new republic, 
arrirod in April, 1793, about a month after Washiagtun's secoud 
entrance into office, at Charleston, South Carolina, where he was 
received with distinguished respect and honour, intended to express 
the approbation with which America regarded the change in the 
institutions of France. While the minister of the French repnbhc 
was thus received with peculiar marks of honour by the anti- 
federal party, they insisted upon the president returning office with 
the moit ropnblican simplicity. Jeffcraon was at the head of this 
moTemcnt, and lest he might appear as the only thorough repub- 
lican in the cabjnet, now that rcpublicanismwaa the faahioD, llomiltuu, 
the opponent of Jefferson, fell into the same idea. Knox and ICandulph 
diMented i and Washington took the oath of office in the Scnale- 
cbambcr in the pretence of the members of the cabinet, various 
pnblio officers and foreign ministers. The Vicf-Prwident Adoma, 
1^ uaumcd a rvjmblicau aimplidty of living t gave up his houw ia 
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Pbiladelpbin tuid went into lodgings, leaiiog his wife at home to 
manage the fbna, to vhom writing, he aaid that his atj'le of Uring 
made bim very popular, and that he himself waa well stLtisfit-d nith 
his present aimplicity. Thia republicoa rage waa conaequuntly 
shocked severely on tie occasion of WoshingtoD'a next birth-day, 
when vistta of congratulation, balls, parties, and other fistiTities, 
took place, not in Philadelphia only, where congress was now 
ntting, but in many other cities and towns ; all which were regarded 
by the democrats as alarming steps towards monarchy, and tbo prat 
teemed with bitter eSuatons on the subject.* 

Genet, the new French minisler. flattered by the reception giren 
lo him, and supposing that the American nation, whatever its gOKm- 
ment might be, were ready to embark in the cause of France, pro- 
ceeded to authorise the fitting out and arming privateers in the 
])ort of Charleston, and the enlisting men and giving commission* 
lo cruise and commit hostilities an nations with whom the Unilcd 
States were at pcoRo. He assumed also to authorise tlie French 
consuls throDghout the Union to erect Courts of Admiralty, &r try- 
ing and condemning such prizes as might bo brought into lh« 
Araeiican ports ; and acting on this assumed authority, proceeded 
accordingly against »evei«l prizes which were very soon bronght to 
Charleston. 

Five days before the airival of Genet at Chorluton, Uw MWi 
bad reached New York of the French declaration of war ogaisst 
England and Holland. Washington, who was Chen at Mwinl 
Vernon, hastened to Philadelphia, summoned hiu cabiocrt, and took 
into serious consideration the important question, bj to what part llw 
United States must take in the present crisis of Europou ■&»«. 
Not wishing to involve bis country in the contests of Bnni^ 1m 
himself advocated nentralily, and the cabinet tJuully ouno to iJw 
same opinion. This step, however, was by no Qicaas ■ popalar 
one. Genet, who was on old and able diplomatist, airivKl at PhiU- 
delphia immediately after the American government had pablialMd 
their decision- Uis journey, like his reception, oallsd forth tfao Best 
extravsgNit enthiuiosm. The yerj mea, say* IliJdrcth, who bti 
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reprobated any domoaHtration of respect to Washington, as ia»oiir- 
ing too much of tho old spirit of monarchical adulation, notr seemed 
almoct insane in tho ferrour of their duure ta do honour to the 
Republic of France, in Che penon of her ministEr. 

Kcpublicaji feasts wetv held in aobcr Philnddphia ; the public 
press took up the ay; democratic aocietiea vere formed; the red 
uip of Liber^ was boieted; tbo Marseille* hjnm waa mn^, witli 
two kdditianal Tenea written bj Gcaet. with refbrencc to the navy ; 
and a large &ction, more French than American, aeemcd all going 
mad togutbm. 

Genet waa a firebrand in the cotintrf. Not alone did he attempt 
10 exerdie aoTereigutf on the const, but to orgatUM) in Georgia and 
South Carolina a hoatile expedition against Florida, and another in 
Kenlnolgr ag&inst New Orleans. The leadership in this latter 
andert&ldng was given to George Rogera Clarke, who formerly 
diatingniihed himself La the revolutionary war by the conquest of 
the Ulinoia country, but who now had sunk very low by a long 
oovM of intemperance. America eoidd not ntle her own cooatrj' 
0* long as Genet remained within it. Nothing could be more opposed 
than tho rcAleM, scheming, hot-headed and unprincipled Genet, and 
tile calm, religioot, and sagadoua Waehingtun. 'ilic cicewea into 
■thkh Genet and his party nn, caused complaints troiu the Britiab 
mlniatfr. The cabinet reaolved to enforce the laws ) and Qenet, 
bdienng that the whole management of American affiun was 
in his hands, threatened to appeal to the people against their 
goTcrament. 

A reaction had already begun, and this very attempt to shake thu 
govemmisnt aorvcd but to strengthen it. Washington requested the 
recall of Oeoel, and in the following year his place waa supplied by 
Fanchet, who was initrucCed to infonn t^ American govcrumciit 
that France disapproved of the condtict of her late miniiter. Iliu 
Reign of Terror had now commenced in that devoted couulry, and 
Genet, who hod in the meantime married the daughter of Governor 
Clinton, of New York, not choosing to return to Franco settled 
down in America, dropping at onoe his character of democratic 
aplator and sinking into the obnure citizen. 

We must now take a rapid gLince at the state of ofiiiin in tho 
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West AflOT the defeat of St. Clair in 1791. General Wayne, to 
nhom Ilie ladiaofi gave the name of the Black Snake, niu appointed 
to the command of the Amencan forces. Taking post near the 
coimtrT' of the enemy, he made assidooua but vain attempts at nego- 
tiating peace, 'n-hile his troops Buffered greatly from a kind of 
epidemic influenza. The winter of ITS)3 he passed on the groand 
where the disastrouti battles of 1791 had been fought, and here 
erected Fort ReeoTery. The Lilllo Turtle wonld willingly hare 
made peace, for, said he, addreasiug the confederated tribes, "we 
shall not now surprise them, for they have a chief who 
sleeps i" hut the Indian council insiBtedon wsr. 

Early in the summer of 1794 operations commenced ; FortRecoi 
was attacked, and the Indians repulsed, although at the toes of 
pock-mulea and fifty men. In August, a reinfcrcenient of 1,1(XI men 
having joined him, AVuyne reached the conSuence of the Au GhuM 
and the Muumee rivers, about thirty miles &om a British poet, where 
the whole force of tho enemy, about 2,000 strong, was coUected. 
Here, token by surprise, they fled precipitately, and were pursued fir 
two hours at the point of the bayonet. The country wb« finely 
cultivated and full of abundant crops. The American cominaiider 
declared that he had never Been anything cqoal Eo it. The bank* 
of those bcautiM rivers appeared for many miles ono complete 
village. At this point the conqueror built a strong fort coiled Fact 
Defiance, and a second called Fort Adams, to connect it with FoK 
Becovery. 

Wayne offered to treat with the Indians, but they asked ten day) 
for deliberation. Tliis ho would not grant, and followed them down 
the Maumco for two days; on the third he found them strongl; 
encamped by tho river, and a battle took place in which they wm« 
completely routed. The English lost 107 men; tho Ion of tb 
Indians was never ascertained. The Indian corn-fields were nra^ 
up to the very walls of the British fort. Two British oompuues^ It 
WM asserted, with their iaces painted to represent Indians, wtn io 
the fight I nevertheless, when the routed Indians fled to Iho fort t* 
refuge, they were reftiscd admittance, which treatment they asw 
forgave; and Buckongoholu, the principal chief of ths UcUwan^ 
immediately afterwards made peace with the Atoennns. Tbr 
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Britiili iaihieiice over the saTtges was broken, and their confe- 
deracy dinolTcd. This Tictory insured peace and security to the 

whole settlements north-west of the Ohio, and eren extended to 
Georgia. 

On the 3rd of Angost, 1795, Wayne oonduded a treaty of peace on 
behalf of the ''Thirteen Fires," as the federal states were called, with 
the Indians at Greenyille. The principal chieb, Tarhe, Bnckon- 
gahelas, Black Hoof^ Blue Jacket, and the Little Turtle, attended by 
1,100 warriors, were parties to it. This treaty stipulated that the 
Ohio, with a few resenrations, should thence become the boundaiy 
of the Indian territory. Besides the extent of country thus ceded, 
were sereral detached portions of territory, including the present or 
former sites of forts in the possession of the British, and about to^be 
surrendered under a treaty with Great Britain, of which we shall 
speak anon, having, as regards these Indian affiurs, somewhat 
adranced beyond the regular course of events. Among these cessions 
was a tract opposite Lomsville, granted by Virginia to George 
Rogers Clarke and his soldiers for their services in the Illinois 
country; the ancient post of Yincennes and other French settle- 
ments; Fort Massac on the Ohio; and several other forts on 
different rivers with adjacent territory, Detroit, Mackinaw, and 
tracts at Sandusky, Chicago, and at the mouth and head of the 
Illinois river. The Indians received for these cessions 20,000 dollars 
worth of goods, with an annual allowance of about 10,000 dollars 
more. 

At the exchange of prisoners which took place on this occasion, 
many afiecting incidents occurred. The war, as against Kentucky, 
had lasted for about twenty years, during which time a great number 
of white people had been carried into captivity. Wives and 
husbands, parents and children, who had been separated for years, 
were now reunited. Many of the younger captives had quite 
forgotten their native language, and some of them absolutely refused 
to leave the savage connexions, into whose familes they had been 
received by adoption.* 

We now return to Congress and the affairs of the administraHon. 
On the 1st of January, 1794, JeflSsnon resigned his office as secretary 
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of sUte, and witB gucccfnled l<j Randolph; WiDiam Bndford, gC 
PeDtifiylTBiiia, supplying his place ae attomey-geaenL 

This fear was rendered remorkabla by on insurrection in Pean- 
sjlraiiia. lo 1791. congreGG hud enacted laws laying dntica npon 
■pirita distilled wilhiii the United Stales, and upon stills. The 
operation of tlicsc laws had from the Brst created diwatisfoction, and 
an organised system of reBVBtftncc was formed in the four weatoni 
counties, and especially among the anti-federal or democratic par^, 
to resist and defeat them. Indictments vrer« found sgaiost sneb 
OS hod neglected to enter their stills, and the marshal of the dislricti 
about to scrro the thirtieth warrant near Pittsburg, was met by kn 
armed force which put him and his men to flight. This wm the 
signal for further and more determined violence. The nest moroing. 
the houte of General Ne\Tlle, the inspector of the revenue, who bAd 
been wounded the day before, was attacked by an armed force, uider 
a man called Tom the Tinker, and entered. Scleral persona wert 
wounded, and Neville compelled to enter into stipulations to dcust 
from the exeontioD of his office. The following day the attack >ra4 
renewed by a still more formidable party, hot Neville had then fieit. 
and the buildings were burned to the ground by the iii(UriAt«d moti. 
the gnrriEon which was stationed there being compelled to sumndK. 
The marshal and the iuspector fled to Ohio, and emhwrking, 
descended to Marietta, and thence by land to Philadelphia. Hu> 
was a great trimnph to the malcontents; a meeting was held il 
Pillsburg, and corresponding societLcs established. The moil bea 
Philadelphia was intercepted, and the letters examined to aaceftua 
beforehand how their affiiirs had been taken up at head-<iiiai't(n. 
These multiplied ontrages appeared to the president as very olarauof 
Mgns of the times, eapeeiolly as the democratic aocietifs of tha Weal 
were beginning to ofBliato with their ferociona brethren of Pam 
Several of the cabinet agreed with Waahington in th« ncccMity u' 
using very decided and annuuaiy tneasnrci^ and it waa propoatd t 
call out the militia. Again the governor of Fenn»ylvani«, thi« 
Mifflin, doubted his authority to call them oni, 
he did so, and Wanhington immediately iasuod a procUnwtioB MB" 
nuuiding the insurgent* to dispcne, and warning all pttnona 
■iding, abetting, or comforting the pcrpetralora of thiwe 
acts, and requiring all officer* and other cilixcns, according to 
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respective dutie* and the lawn of the land, to use tbcir utmost endea- 
vours to snppreH these dong^rona proeceditiga. 

The insargcuts were no waj deterred hy this proclamBtioa. and 
meeting* of delegates Crom oil tho diaoObctrd dUtricts took plaice 
auder libertf-trcca with liberty-bonncn Boating aroond thtm. The 
prMidcnt'a call tor the militia was responded lo ; and qnota* were sent 
in Iroin Virginia under the uld rcvolutioniuy olfioer Morgiui . M well aa 
^m Nfoiylatid, while Mifflin, thinking better of his hcutation, nudo 
a tour through the lower counties, and using his estraordinar^ 
popular eloquence fur the oocosion, soon filled up tiie rankj. Again, 
on the 3Sth of September, the president issued a second proclamation, 
admonishing the insurgents, and forciblj stating his determination, 
after the spirit of ilc&ince with wltich tlie former lenient treatment 
of the government hod been rweived, to obey the duty assigned to 
h it" by the CouBlitntion, and "take care that the laws bo fattttfolly 
executed," and thnt he would proceed forthwith to rednce the 
refractory to obedience. 

It was time that sotnouuy mcosurea were taken, for disaffection 
•ad icdilion were spreading in all directioiu ; armed mobs wcro 
marching everywhere, erecting liberty-poles and coDunitting dc<ds of 
violenc*. Fifteen thousand men were aunt into the disaSectcd 
districts, nndcr General Lee of Virginia. No sooner was the uewB 
•broad that thin farnudoblo army was advancing against them, than 
llio tide of democratic violence began to ebb; libcrty-polci were 
puiWddown, and the armed insurgents dispersed- Several of the most 
active leiulcn were handed over lo the civil unthoritie* for trial, but 
werv ■fUrworda pardoned, as were also two others who were fonnd 
guilty of trsMon. Morgan, however, remained in the disaBirated 
coantiM tkrongb the winter, with a body of 3,900 men. Tho goicm- 
mnt wa» strriigthoncd even by thi* ontbreak -, the decision and 
pKHnptibide of ttw [iieddeut won th* reject, and his k-nity tho 
bsuts of tha oountiy. 

I>iiring Uiia scMion an act wo* posed to raise ■ naval force ocn- 
•iatiog of nix frigalen, aa a defenoe for American oomroirce agaiiut 
tbfl Algorine pltalMi no IcM than elaveu merchant vewrln and 
n|iw«rdj< of 100 citiama having b«co captured by thoto pot* of Ul« 
oce«n. An act also wu poMed about the same lime fur fertiQrtng 
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Oie principal harboura, the more immedialc cause for wbieh 
the npprehengion of war with Groat Biitoin, which at that 
prevailed. 

IJvcT since the treaty of peace in 1733, Great Dritain and tke 
United Stutea bad been mutually reproaching each other for having 
violated its coaditiona. The former campliiioed that the roj^tists 
were prevented from recovering posaeasioB of their estalea, and 
British sabjecta from recovering their debts. The Americans, oa the 
other hand, coniplaincd that the Britiah had carried avay negroes at 
tie closeof the war, and that they still obstinately retained thoae mili- 
tary posts in the DOrth-west, of which such frequent mention has been 
naade. The eicitcmcnt against Great Britain received, however, al 
this moment a great accession by two orders in council jost iasued. 
and by which all Britiah cruisers were directed to stop and seize all 
&hip8 laden with proviaionB bound for any French port, and U> bring 
them for adjudication into the British courts of admiralty. Tluai 
orders, which in fact went to destroy all nentrol tiado with the 
French colonies, produced the utmost eicitomtnt iu Philadelphia, 
and for the moment nothing but war with Great Britain was talked 
of. Congress assembled, and a bill was passed laying an embugo 
for thirty days, wliioh was again extended to a second thirtf i and 
it waa further debated whether all commercial intercoarae with 
Great Britain and her subjects, as for as regarded alt uticlea of 
British growth or manufacture, should not be discontinued, until 
she had acceded to their reasonable demands. 

Washington foresaw in these violent measure* no other issue tbss 
war with the mothcF.coantry, which he desirod under every cirauk- 
Rtouce to avoid ; and believing that the existing ditferoneat b^wtM 
the two countries might be brought to an araioahle ai^ustniM^i 
resolved to make the experiment. Accordingly. Chicf-JnaUeo 
being appointed to this important mission, embarked on May 
being attended to the shore by a great concourse of people, wl 
parting lie nnsurvd of his determinalion to leave no nieiuia 
for the security of the blessings of peace. 

This measure being token for pacific arTBOgomonts, 
passed Beta for putting the cotintiy in a state of 
principal harbours wmti to be fortified, as wc hava befbr* 
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Srt.OOO militia to be held in tcadinefa for immediato «fTTiM; the 
imporlRtioa of btdu was permitted free of dutj-, and additional taxe* 

About Ibis time, the afterwards celebrated John Quinej Adaics, 
son to ihe rice-president, received hia first pnblic appointment a« 
minister at the Hague, br baring already disrin^ishcd himielf bj 
certain artielca in a Boston paper oa Genet'i proccedinga, whieh 
attracted Waahingjlon's attention. 

Hamilton, at the cominenccment of this year, rcaigned his office of 
Secretary of the Treasmy, and was succeeded by Oliver Wolcotj 
and at the close of this session. General Knox ha-ring rengoed, 
Timothy Pickering of Maasachusetta waa appointed Secretary of 
War. 

Jay woB successftil in his mission, and early in the following vesr 
a truaty was laid before the Senate for raliBcation. This treaty pro- 
ridfd tUat the posts which the Bntiah hod retained shoald bo given 
up to the Americnos, and compensation made for illegal capture* of 
American property [ ind the United States were to secure to the 
British creditor the proper means of collecting debts which had been 
cantmcled before I)i« peace of 17^3. It did tiot, however, pruliibit 
th« ri)[ht of tsarehing merchant tcsscIb, and thus riolnled the 
IkTooritc maxim of the Americans, that " free ships make free goods." 
Tba trmty was not all that Washington himself desired ; but as no 
tx'tttr t«naa were to be had, he wisely molrcd that, if the Senate 
•pprored of h, he would not withhold his signature. 

the nnmtij was in a state of angry excitement, and ready to 
reject ntlwr than accept it, even before they knew the exact terms 
of tha trea^, while the Senate, with closed doors, were discDssing it 
and coming gradnally to the derision that it shonld be ratified. At 
tht* mammt an iroporfert copy appeared in a ncwnpaper, and Wash* 
ingUm then ordered it tn be published. 

Tliii was like throwing a lighted hnuid among eombusliblcii. The 
p«rtMBii* of France asaaOrd it with the utmost riolencei an outcry. 
wn> raised agntnnt it tram ona end of the Union to the other, a* 
■■ > poaillanlmonit suirendrr of American righta, and a ahameftil 
brwwh of obligations to France." City after rity pn>tMt«d agaioat 
il, and tha popular feeling wo* exprcpsing itaclf in acts of OQtngn 
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and violence, when Wiuhington, itith Che prompt decision of & wise 
gavernor, after protesting and re mo antra ting againut such clauBM of 
the treaty as he considered injurious to the American interests, settkd 
tho question bj attauhiaj; lud signature to the treatf. " As rcgardi 
this treaty," says Jared Sparkes in liia Liiu of WasUinjfton, •' time 
disuppointed itA enciuics and more thou ratinficd its friends. It saved 
the country from a war, improved its commerce, and served in no 
small degreo to lay the foundation of its dumble prosperity. Tile 
gtnat points which were said to be sacriliced or neglected — the im' 
pressmcnt of seamen, neutral rights and colonial trade — have never 
yet been settlod, and are never likely to be settlt-d while England 
loaintains the ascendancy she now holds on the ocean." 

Two other treaties were negotiated aboot the same timej one with 
Algiers, by which tho commerce of the Mediterrunean was opened, 
and the prisoners who hod been in bondage for many years released; 
but for this was paid the large sum of 703,000 dollar*, with ss 
uauual tribute in stores of 24,000 dollars, b. black-mail which VM 
paid likewise by various Eurupcau nations, to secure them tram ih» 
piracies of tho Dey. Tho otber treaty was with Spain. Spain faid 
long acted towards the United States in an nnti'icndly manner. She 
was fearful [est tho principles of liberty and iodcpcndenoe which 
they had so successAilly asserted should fiod their way intji her oca* 
tigoouB provinces. She had alsays endeavoured that the wmImb 
boundary of this so dangerous neighbour should be Bied at 300 mUm 
east of the MissiBaippi, and she denied lo the inhabitants weat of & 
AUcganies access to the ocean by that great riTcr, the moBth of 
which was in her pmviiice of Louisiana. M length, however, wfata 
at home she became involved in a war with France, and in America 
alarmed by tlie unauthorised preparations making in Rentncl^. 
under the influence of Genet, to invade Iiouisiana, aha iatinuUl 
her willingness to adjust her diflvrences with th« Unitvd Stnta bf 
treaty. An envoy extraordinary was Ihertforc immediately im- 
patched to Madrid, and in October a treaty was sigiwd, by wUdi 
(lie western boundary of the Ameriean ropuUie was fixed nf<«rdif 
to their own vloima, the na\-igation of the Misussippi moiJa tm to 
bulli nations, aud tho American cititens allowed the [iriTilrg* of 
lauding and di^poiiting cargoes at New Orleans. 
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During the rcoesa of cuogrcM, and while the president wag hmied 
til SUiag up vacaacics In hia cabinet, the treaty with Great Britain 
niU agitating the contitiy, and petitions got up against it and 
iiumetoublf signed were presented to the House of RcpreaentativeG 
when the foarth sitting of congress commenced. Bj Uui Iim<!, how- 
ever, the oflcnsivc treaty had been ratified by his Britannic Majesty, 
nnd no other means uf opposition now remained to the dentocratic or 
I'rench party in the House of RcpresentatiTes but to demand from 
the president the instructions b^ which Jay had entered into this 
negotiation. WathiogtOD refused to comply with this demand, 
aoscrting that the power to nutkc treaties wa« veiled by the Constitu- 
tion soUIy in the president, with the advice and consant of the 
Senate, and that the 1 louae of Ropreacntativca had hitherto aeqnietced 
in thi* mode of procedure. The nialconlcuta were not prepared for 
litia refUiul, and the del>ato which it led to was carried on fer many 
day* with great eloquence as well as warmth. But even though 
Woaliington luuarded much in oppoaiag the popolor branch of the 
Irgialatnre, hi« wo* not a uiind to bo swayed by any Iraser considera- 
tion from that which hu knew to be the true line of duty. He 
bcliuvud tliat to }'ield in this instance would be to introduce a dan- 
gCTDUi priiiuiple into the diplomatic tnumoctiDOs of the nation, and 
h« was Rrm in hia refiual. 

The rcKiIulion moved in llic hoiuo, to make the neccsnuy appro- 
jiriationa to carry the treaty into effect, again called forth viuli-al 
oppo«illuD, llio people themsetvos now took up the subject aUu; 
iMTlijig* were held, and the strength of the two parties fully tried, 
until al length it was evident that the majority were in favoor of 
the tivaty. Petitions in its favour were presented U> congress; and 
Ually, Fitbcr Amea, of Mouachusctts, at that lime just rinen from 
his uck-bed, appeaivd in the house, pole, feeble, and ocarcoly ablv 
to iland, and (poke with such Lrre*istible power on behalf of the 
tTMIy, that further opposition was vain. The eloquence of the oiek 
man oonqucred; and Ihe necessary laws wore poMod tor (he Ailfll- 
aent of thi* agit4ted troaty. 

The Dumber of 00,000 Inhahitonta being required to constitute a 
■see having attained to a htill higher 
d hito the Union this year j and SeneTt wbo 



2TS 



E FKITED STATES. 



i.ad duting^slied liiniaelf in the extinct etatc of FroDkliuLd, w»s 
tleclud ija/emor. This new State vaa peopled principally biom 
Noi'th Carolina. Tbu first ncwspepti ettablialu'd at Knax-riUc vu 
in 1793. 

TLe trimbles regarding Jay's tTeat; with Great Britain were not 
yet at an end. The Fruiitli govcrnntciit and its partiMuu in America, 
who had, iipite of the neutral position assumed by the United State*, 
ttlnays calculated upou Bubi>Iautial aid and servico bciitg ruiderpd to 
France, were conoequciiUy greatly disappointed and annoyed by the 
line of conduct which WuiJiington had adopted, and which bad 



I dissever, tlio uld Tvlationahipa 
Waabington and the fedenliits 
I cauEe of France ; to be tituton 
the rights of miLn, and meiudy 



landed lo knit np, rather thai 
between the two kindled c< 
were pronounced to be hostile tc 
to their own principles, eneniiei 
subservient to Great Brilain. 

Morria, the sutccBBor of Jefferson as American representative in 
France, o man. of grtat eagadty and cuoL judgmenti who bii'k'iu); 
token an active part in iho revolution of hii, own conniry, could oat 
jct regard with satibfuction the nieiua adopted to establish a republic 
in France, was looked upon with sucpicion by whaletcr pATty til 
the time being held the reins of government. Accordingly, wtta 
the Committee of Public Safety, under Itobeapicrrc and his an»nri>t*ii 
sent letters of recoU lo Genet, they requested also that anotbtr 
ambassador might be sent to supply Ihc pluec of Morris. Air. MuorM, 
an ardent Iriend of republican Ubcrty and the rights of man, m* 
sent over. 'I'hii fall of Itobcbpicrre bad taken place when Uonni 
arrived in Pniis, and the Theimodorione, who were then in poim 
received him with conoLdcrable coolness, as questioning the loyaliij 
of the nation which ho represented to their great goddess of liberty, 
1'he new ambassador by bis instructions was impowcrcd lo Mr 
tradict the report circulated in Franco of the untrietidly fnTliagarf 
the president and bis pony towards iho cause uf that comtiJ< 
Monroe made the most of this prruLissioii -, and Merlin d« Danay ari 
be enibruccd in public, that the French jivople might be edified If 
the tpcclacte whicb not to " complete the annihilation of ka iaipioa 
coalition of lyrontsi" and the coavpuliDi) pasanl a 
~ Hags of the two republic* phould bu intertvriiied lu 
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n tcstimoaj of eUinial 'joion and fricndabiii." In return, 
e French colours vero scat to America for tho same purpose, by 
I. Adut, who snptrBedcd Fauchet, he being lemoved at the fall of 
s RobespiciTD fiictioii. Tiiese coIodts were daly presented on 
Bew-jear's-day, 1796, with an addrem. and tho presideQl replying, 
D calonri were ordered to be deposited with the archives of the 



These theatrical flatteries were, howerer, but tricka and cujolericH 
[to induce America to take part in tho wan of Fnnoe ; and Monroe, 
caught in the inare that wb« laid, woa not long- before ho wrotu to 
urge the policy of a loan to France, adding " that the Americans in 
that QUO might at once seize the weslem posts, and the tf rritory on 
the Lower Mississippi, occupinl by the Spaniards, and trust to 
French aid to ace them oat of the «ur-~if war ahoold follow, which 
ho did not conceive likely, either on the part of Britain or Spain, 
conudtring the tucccM of the French arms." 

The Khtmes of the infatuated Alonroe did not meet with that 
racoumgGmcnt in Amcrico which he had led the French gorcmment 
to cxpectj and Jay'a treaty being about this time ratified, the French 
cr uW ra wen ordered to capture, in certain cases, the vessels of the 
Uoitod Statca, and sevcml hundred vcssaU laden with ntlnablo 
eargOM were in oonaeqaence seized and confiscated. 

Monroe, highly nufll for his office, net only dUplcaaed tho govern- 
nicnt at homo by his attempt to compromise them, hut fell into 
disgrace at Parts, because ho had failed to bring about that cloee 
alliance between the United Stale* and France wliieh bo hod pn>- 
miwd. He was recalled ; and Churles C. Pinckney, of Soulh 
Carolina, appointed in his stead, ho being fiuniahod with instructions 
to a«e eTei7 eflbrt, campatible with national honour, to restore tho 
•cnicabk nlationi which had formerly existed between tho two 
MBDtrica. 

Bat events were tending nuM and more to separate Ihem. The 
British, at this time, were endeavouring to complete the conqurat of 
the French portion of St. Domingo, the defence of which, for the 
republio, wan left almost entirely in the bands of the black gva(>ral, 
Toaiaaint. Provisiotts and hone*, purchased in ArocHco, hod been 
forwarded in American tchcIs chartered for Ihnt porpuac, for the 
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BuppI; of the Brituh tioopa. Adet complained of Uiia, and 
tooo after had to cammimtcate the decri'U of July 14, which 
powori^d the seizuro of American vesatia in the West India seas. 
November a procktoation trua issued b; Adet, commaDdiug, in the 
ntune of the French Directoiy, all Frtuebnioii in America to assume 
the tri-colomcd cockade. And this cockade vm at once mounted, 
not only hy Frenchmen, but by the American partisans of tlw 
French Itepnblio. Add was commencing the career of Oenet 

With the close of 1796, which was now at hand, the time for tba 
election of a new president was come. Washington, weary of the 
anxieties and conlentions of public life, had already, in September, 
published a farewell address to his countrymen, wliicli bore strongly 
upon tlie present state of public feeling ; he emphalically urged the 
maintenance of Union, as the palladium of poUtical prosperity and 
safety; of the Federal constitution, and of the public credit i he 
solemiJy adjured them to avoid sectional jeoloasies and heart- 
burnings, the baleful effect of party-spirit, and of permanent inreto- 
rate antipathies against particular nations or passionate attoclunenla 
for others. He dwelt at length on the policy of an importia] 
neutrality and of a disconnexion wilh the nations of Europe, so &r 
as existing treaties would permit, together with the dangers of 
foreign influence. 

The address bore directly upon the present position of America 
with regard to France, and was, in fact, so important in this respect, 
that Adet followed it up with a manifesto which, like the addrcao, 
was circnlatcd through the newspapers and intended to 
its effect. 

'n'ashington, as president, met the national legislature I 
time in December, and his last words in tbul characler wen 
desire " that the Tirtne and happiness of the people might be pn*' 
served, and that the government which they bad insdtutcd tat tte 
protection of their liberties might be iH'rpetiiuI." 
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CHAPTEB XVm. 

THi ADimiRnuTioir or aduis and jtmaaoK. 

Had Wuhingtaa been willing to aooept the prandentaliip jct a third 
tima, the wiahe* of the nation would g'tadly hare retained him in that 
office ; bat this not being the case, the two great political partiea wbtb 
each aniious to see ita leader at the head of the admioiftiation. The 
fedcraliBtf claiming to be the lole adherent* of the meatnre* adopted 
bj Washington, and dreading the influence of French eentinieiitB and 
principles, made the moit active offorta to elect John Adama; while 
the lepnblicana, declaring thenuelvea to be the oalj tme fiienda of 
lihertj, and accnnng their opponents of a dangeront tendencj to Gre«t 
Britain and her institotiona, were no lew ■trennona to elect Thomaa 
Je&rKm. The remit of the election waa that Adama waa presidant, 
and JeftenOD viee-prcaident. 

"niG new preddent woe inangnrated on thcltb of March, Washing- 
ton being preeent as a spectator, and well plaaaed to see his place filled 
bf one whran he considered worthj of so high a tmit. 

Bcaroelfbad the president assnued hiaaothority, when intelligenc* 
rMched him that the Directory of Paris had refiiaed to receitra 
Pinckney, annonncing to him " their determination not to receive 
another miniater-plcnipotentiary from the United Slates, nntil after 
the redreei «f grievancce demanded of the American goTcmment, and 
which the French Republic had a right to expect fhnn iti" and imme- 
diately afterwards he was compelled, by a written mandate, to qnit 
the territories of the French Republic 

Congress waa immediately called, and met on the lOth of Jnne, whan 
this exti-aordinary aspect of affairs waa sabmilted by the prari. 
dent to their eonaidentkni. Wiihiog still to prcaenre peace asd 




MencUhip witli ail nations, so for oa was compatible with tlie honour 
and interests of the United States, the president proposed to iustituU 
a, fresh attempt at ucgotiatiun; but earnestly reeommcnded it to 
coDgress to provide in the meantime effectnal mt'oaurce of defence. 

As a, last cfibrt, therefore, to effect a negotiation, three envojs- 
estroordiiiurj' weru appointed, at the hepd of whom was Piiickncy, 
then at Amsterdam. Their instf uctioos were to estabUsh peace and 
reconeiliution bj all means compatible with the honour and the faith 
of the United States ; bat to impair no national engagements ; dot to 
permit any innovations upon those internal regulations for the preser- 
vation of peace which had been deliberately and uprightly cttablishedj 
nor yet to surrender any rights of the government. These ambassa- 
dors, also, the Directory rDrusi,>d to receive. Proposals however were 
made to them, which proceeded verbuJly from Tatteyrand, the French 
minister for foreign affairs, through inofficial pcrsans. A lixt^ sum 
of money was in the first place demanded, preparatory to any nego- 
tiation boing entered into. To this insulting proposal no other reply 
than an indignant negatiTe could be returned; and when the demand 
was persistently urged, the envoys broke off any farther communjco- 
tioQ ! on which two of them, who were fedcrolista, were ordered to 
leave France, while the third, who was an acknowledged repubhcan, 
was permitted to remain. 

When these evenU were known in the United States, they excited 
universal indignation. For the moment party animosity acemcd to 
bo at on end, and one nnivcrsol sentiment prevailed, " millions for 
defeneo. not a cent for tribute." Tho treaty with Fmnoe was declared 
by congress to be void, and authority was given for wiziog French 
armed vesat-k. Provision was made for minng a nnall standing 
army, the command of which was offered to General Wasbiagton, 
who accepted it with reluctance, though entirely opproving of these 
measures. Gcueral Hiunilton was ap]>ointed second in conunand, and 
a naval Hrroamcnt decided upon. 

The French had already commenced dcpredatioDi on the Amcrtean 
commerce, and reprisals soon folbwcd. In February, 1798, th« 
French frigalu l.'lnani^nt, of forty gnns, which had captured Ulo 
AmerictiD schooner Retaliation and carried her into GuadnlDupc, 1 
Mopclk-d to strike her colours to tho American frigate CuuslcUatkOirl 
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tfUr B close engagement of an hour aud a hair, her loss being mncli 
the grvatci. This victory oa the side of the United States soon prO' 
Uuccil overtura* from the Directory at Paris, on which Adonia imme- 
dialelj iqipointod direr Ellsworth, chief-Justice of the L'nittd States, 
Patrick Urnry, late govemur of Virginia, and William Van Murray, 
tuinuitcT at the Hague, to conclude an honourable peace. On their 
tirnval in Paris, they found the Dlrecloiy overthrown, and Napoleon 
Bonaparte at the bead of the government, with whom a treaty of peace 
wu suttiila7t4>rilj concluded on September the 30th, 1800 ; after which 
the proviaioaal army was disbanded by order of Coiigresa. 

\yaahiiigton, though he took the supreme command of the army, 
never buUovcd that the French would actually iavade the United 
State*. He was not, however, permitted to witness the re-cstablish- 
nent of peace. On tic Hth of Dceember, 1799, he calmly and 
pMCcftilly expired, after on illncsi of twenty-four hours, at Mount 
Vcmon, his beloved residence, in the sixty-aeTenll) year of his age. 
The whole nation monmed his loss. 

Congress was in scsaion at Philadelphia when tht news of ihis 
melancholy event reached that city, and both houses immediately 
tt^'onnied for the remainder of the day. On utombling the next 
moniing, the Hotue of Ropreauntalives resolved that the '■I"'''- of the 
speaker should bo shrouded in black ; that the members should wear 
QunimiDg during the remainder of the scasion ( and that a committee 
of both buiues should be appointed " to consider on the most suitable 
manner of paying honour to the memory of the man, first in war, 
Drst in peace, and first in the hearts of his fellow-citiieai." 

The Senate testified their respect in a similar manner, and the joint 
oooimittM of the two hooaet appointed— that a maible roonnmcnt 
■bottid b* ««cled to oommoouirUe the grMt evsnta in tfie military and 
poUtieal lifi of Washington ; that an oratloo tuilaUe to the ooooaion 
sbonld be pronooiiccd in presrDCC of both housrs of oangtfm t and 
that the pt<ople of the United Slutcs shootd weal Grain on thuir left 
arms for thirty days. 

*■ No formal act of the national Icginlature woa, however, required," 
says Jared Sporkes, " to stir up the hcarls of Ihu people or to nnmnd 
them uf the lou which they Itad unstained in tlie death of a mui 
wbom thaj had n long been aoCTstwnod tejora lad tmn,iaA UM 
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rsmcmbranco of whose deeds and virtues was bo close!}' connected 
with that of their former perils, and of the causes of their presrait 
prosperitj aad bappincsa. The mourning was utiivcrsoL It waa 
iminifestcd by every token which could indicate the public sondment 
and fL>eling. Orators, divines, jonrniLlists, and writers of every cUm, 
responded to the geaeral voire in all paxts of the countij, and 
employed their talents to solemnise the event, and to honour the 
memory of him who, more than any other mnii, of ancient « 
modem renown, may claim to be called THB Fatuer of Hn 
COUNTRY." 

Both in France and England nUo was a tribute of respect pud to 
tiu memory of this truly great man. On the 9th of Februiu-y. soon 
(titer the news of Waiihtngtan's death reached France, Napoleon 
Bonnportc, then flrrt eonaul, issued the following order of the day t« 
his army: "Washington is dead! This great man fought ngniiifl 
tyranny ; he established the liberty of big country. Hie meTnory will 
always be dear to the French people, as it will be so to all frMrmcn of 
the two worlds ; and especially to French soldiers, who, like him and 
the American soldiers, have combated for liberty and cqaolily." It 
WM likewise ordered that for ten days black crape should be sospended 
from all the flags and slandnrds throughout the Ilepuhiic. .\ funcnJ 
oration in honour of Washington was also pronounced in the U4tet dea 
luFolidBs, then called tht temple of Mara, the Stvt consul and all the 
civil and military authorities being present, llie news of Washing- 
ton's death arrived in England at the time when the Uritish teet, 
which had chased the French fleet into the harbour of Brest, was lyiag 
at Torbay, and consisted of nearly sixty ahipa of the line. Lord Brid- 
port, who had thccammand, on hearingthe intelligence, ordered hiaflag 
half-mast high, which example was followed by the whole 8e«I. 

Dnring the summer of ISOO the seat of government was remorcd to 
the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia, of which wc haT» 
already spoken. During the same year the territory belwt«n th* 
western boundary of Georgia and the Mississippi river, and a portion 
of the north-west (cnitory called Indiana, were erected into a diKioct 
goycrament, colled tbo Mississippi Terriloty. 

A( the time approached for the elcutiou of a new pn^deot, tha 
two partioa mode again the most Krenoou* cSbrta each to aeqoin tba 
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1 of government. Adums bod bvea elected bj tho prcdgmi- 
nancfl of TederBl principles, but ecTerul thia^ bad occurred In hii 
odininiftratioi) which bad not only wcokcDcd bis perHonal infincnce, 
but rendered tbo party to nhiob ho was attached unpopular with tho 
uajuritf . The acta bj which tho army and Davy hod been strviij^th- 
ened, and wbicb had placed 80,000 militia at bis command, 
wcro n^orded by thu democratic a;i iudicotJona of a wish to subvert 
the spirit of republican guveramcnt; while tbc Alien and Sedition 
Laws, to wbicb he hod given his sanction, oompletcd hisaapopttlarity, 
and fomented party animosity (o on extent which had never bocn 
oqaalledi and tended greatly to tbc oriTthrow of the federal party. 

The fvderaliijts supported for tho approaching election Adams and 
General Pinckncy, the democratic party Thomoa Jefieroon and Colonel 
Aaron Borr. Tbc two latter were found to have a small majority, the 
whole of the republican party baring TOted for tbem, witb the inten- 
tioQ of JeifbnoQ being president and Bnrr vicc-presidenL On counting 
the rotes, however, it wu discovered that both were cqnal; tho 
wlcction, thcrclbre, of tlie president devolved upon tho house of 
i*pr«MnlaUvet, wbo, voting by Biatct, according to tho constitution, 
tbwUd decide between tho two. Again and again and yet again the 
*^l*"''"g WM repeated in thu house, and tho reault always the same ; 
nor was it uoLll the thir^'^iztb balloting that one altered vote turned 
the Mala in Je9Wr*an'« bvour. He bocomo president, and Aaron Borr 
vic^ptcsident. To guard against the recurrence of such a difficulty, 
ArtkU XXI. was added (o the Coostilation. 

ToAa*, la bis life of Jcfforaon, thus describes the scene which the 
honsa of representatives presented on this extraordinary occasion; 
"The business of the house being oonRncd tu balloting, and the mult 
slway* •bowing on odhei enoe by every member to his first pnrpoee. 
scow of tbo roemben eonducted themselves in one way and sane in 
another, according to tbeir vanoDS cbuaelers and tempers i a portion 
of the repnblicsn party, gloomy, snspici'os, and rcecnlful, aoguring 
tbn worst ooiucqDcnces and preparing their minds for the most do- 
pCfato rcaoltB; othcn, more sanguine, looking (brword to a hnppjr 
lemunation of the conquest, wbinh ihey laboured to bring about by 
the aiti of blandisliment and conciliation. A few, quietly and steadily 
dotng their duty, detonnioed ooitlier to Crustnte the 'wUbm ot tlw 
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people, hj changing their votca, nor to Hubmit to any DDcoDslitational 
expedient which a majority of both houses might Tcnturc to resort to. 
The federal party, conscioaa of not having the approbation of the 
people, exhibited less Tsricty of emotion ; they jostilied themaelves by 
the exercise of a oonititutional right, and thought it prudent and decent 
to conceal their tecret satis&otiDn of vexing and embairaBsiDg their 
ndTcrsaricB." 

Oq the election of Jefierson, all the principal offices of the gavem- 
meut iTcre tranafcrrcd to the republican party; Madison was appointcil 
to the deportment of state; the system of inti'mal duties was abolished, 
together with several unpopalar kiws which were enacted dnring the 
last administration. 

A second census of the United Sfatea was taken in IBOI,giviDga 
population of 5,^10,762, presenting on incrca<e of 1,400,000 in ten 
yeara. During the same time tho oiports had increased from ninetnm 
lo ninety-four millioos of dollars, and the revenue fitun 4,771,000 to 
12,&15,000. A wonderful iacroase, which haa scarcely a pondlel in 
the history of the pir^ress of natians. excepting it may be in aoae 
extraordinary coses, like those of California and Australia under tht 
gold impulse, but which aa regards the United States most be «Uri- 
buted only to sound laws and politicul institntions, as well aa to dw 
unterpristQg and industrious habits of the people. 

In 1602 the State of Ohio was admitted into the Union, uid tlM 
following year the first states convention met. Within thirty jnn 
trota the time when its first settlement of forty-sovcn individuals wai 
mode at Marietta the number of its inhabitants exoecdrd iudf a 
million, and f^ont this extensive and important tract alarcry was 
entirely excluded. 

The right of depositing merchandise at New Orlcsns, whi 
been granted to the citizens of the Unit4?d States by the Spa 
governor of Louisiana, in a late treaty, end which was i 
neceiBBry to the people of the western states, was withdrawn t 
year, and caused a general agitation. A proposal was made u 
gress to take forcible possession of the whole province of I 
hot milder measures were adopted, and the right of depc 
rastored. In tho year IBOO, Louisiana had been secretly e 
France, and Jeffenon, in 1B02, opened a private corrt^oadoiat « 
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Livingston, in Piri*, on the snbjcct of this cession. The United 
States had hitherto, he siud, eonridered France a» their natural triend. 
but the moment ahe bccnnui possessed of New Orleans, through which 
thre<s4ightha of the produce of tho Americans must pass, she would 
become their ntktoral cnemj. The case was differeat with a feeble 
and pacific power like Spain ; but it would be impossible that France 
and tlio Uuited State* conld continue friendc when the; met in so 
irritating a podtion. That the moment Frauce took possession of New 
Orleans, the United Slates must allj themselves with Great Britain; 
and, be asked, was it worth while for such a shor^lived possession of 
New Urleona far Franco to transfer such a weight into the scale of 
her eiiumy? He then artfully suggested the cession of New Orleans 
■nd the Floridas ; but adda, and even that they would consider as no 
i-quivolent while she posscescd Louisiana. 

In January, 1603, itgcnt* were sent over to negotiate the purchaae 
of Florida ; but instead of the purchase merely of New Orleans and 
the Floridaa, as had been planned, tlicy wore able to effeet that of all 
Louisiana, equal in extent to the whole prerious territory of the 
United States. They owed llieir good fortune to the war which was 
■o suddenly renewed between Prance and England, when the 
gnrcmmcnt of France, convinced that the possession of LonLsiana 
would soon be wrested from her by the superior naval power of 
England, readily eon«ntcd lo make sale of it to a third power, and 
th« rather, oa the money was very acceptable at that time.* 

For the triSing sum of 1 5,<)00,(>00 dollars the United States became 
poMCMvd of that vast extent of country rmbr«cing the prv«ent Statu 
of I-onisijuiB, which was called "the Territory of Orleans," as well 
H of " the Diatrict of LouisJana," embracing a large tract of country 
cxtunding wtilward to Hoxifo and the Pacific Oeraii. The treaty 
•ma MDcloded at Forit in 1803. The area of th* country thus ceded 
WM ttpwarda of 1,000,000 kjubtc inilca. but all, excepting a small 
proportion, occupied by the Indiana, its natural proprietors. Ita 
inhabitants, chiefly French, or the descendant* of the French, with a 
fow Bponish orolca. .Americans, F.iiglish 'and Grrtnans, oinountMl t« 
n 80,000 and !HI,000, mclnding about 40,000 alavta. 
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About the same time the Uiited States auiuired anotliei coniidenibU 
eittnt of territory. Tlie Kuikoskia Indians, occupj in g tJic country 
which extciuleil alnng (!ip ^liasiasippi, from tho moulh of the lliiuoi* 
to (he Ohio, and whioh is considered the louet' "fertile in the Unioa. 
Ending thcmsL'lvua sun^dut-L-dby warsand oth(;r causes s« tobe unable 
to defend themaelves from the neighbouring liibea, transferred their 
coimtry to the United States, reserving ouly for ogricuitoral parpows 
sufficient to sustain the remnant of the iiatioa. For this valuable 
acquisition the United States engaged to extend to them protection, 
and give them umual aid in money, implDmeats of agriculture, and 
other articles of (heir choice. 

In 1 803 an appropriation was mode by congress for defraying tho 
cxpunscs of 4U1 exploring party across the continent to the Pacific. 
This was a scheme whieb the president hod much at heart, and under 
his auspices it was carried oat ; Captain Meriwether Lewis being it 
the bead of the expedition, while second in command was Captain 
Jonathan Clarke, brother of George Rogers Claikc, and under them 
twpnty-vight well-selected individuals, with an choort of Mandan 
Indians. The expedition set out on May 14th, 1E04. 

Since 1801 war had existed between the United States and Tripoli. 
Without going into minute details of this war, we will follow the 
abstract given of it by Willson. " In 1803 Commodore Preble was 
aeot into the Mediterranean, and after humbling the empenff of 
Morocco, he appeared before Tripoli with most of his squadron. TTm 
frigate Philadelphia, under Captain Bainbridgc, being sent into the 
harbour to reconnoitre, struck upon a rock, and was obliged to 
surrender to the Tripolitans. The ofGoers were considered priaonen 
of war, but tho ercw were treated as slaves. This capture canted 
great exultation to the enemy i but the daring exploit of Licutcnui^ I 
afterwords Commodore iJecatur, humbled the pride which they M|B 
in this aceesrion to their navy. fl 

Early in February of the following year, Lieutenont ItecatBT, 
under the eover of evening, entered the harbour of Tripoli, in a snutll 
schooner, having on board but seventy-six men, with Ihe draign of 
destroying the Philadelphia, which was (hen moored near tho castb, 
with a strong TripoUtan crew. By the aid of his pilot, who nndci^ 
stood tho TripoUtan language, Decatur succeeded ia bringing h'-* 
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veiwl in contact with the Philadelphia, when be and his followen 
leapt on board, and in a few minotes killed twenty of the Tripobtana, 
and drore the r««t into the lea. 

" Under a hearry cannonade from the nuTannding T«wela and 
batteriea, the Philadelphia waa aet on flie, and not abandoned until 
thorooghly wrapt in fiamea; when Decatnr and hia gallant crew 
■noceeded in getting out of the harbonr withoat the Iom of a aingle 
nun. Daring the month of Anguit, Tr^li vaa repeatedly bom- 
baided by the American aqaadron, under Commodore Preble, and a 
■crere action occnrred with the Tripolitan gnnboata, which resulted in 
the captore of aereral, with little lo«i to the Ameriewia. 

" At the time of Commodora Frcble'i expedition to the Mediter- 
ranean, Hamet, the legitimate toTereign of Tripoli, waa an exile, 
having been deprived of hia goTemment by the uiurpation of a 
Tomger brother. Mr. Eaton, the American conaal at Tunia, con- 
cocted with Hamet an expedition againat the reigning aoTereign, 
and obtained ftota the goremmeot of the United Statea permiaaion to 
andertake it. 

" With abont acrenty men from the American aqnadron, together 
with the follower* of Hamet and aome Egyptian troopa, Eaton and 
Hamet act out from Alexandria towarda Tripoli, a distance of 1,000 
mika acroaa a dcecrt conntry. After great btigue and auBering 
they reached Deme, a Tripolitan city on the Mediterranean, which 
waa taken by aManlt. AftertwoancccMfolcngagcmentahadoccnrtod 
with the Tripolitan army, the reigning bashaw offered terma of peace, 
which being conudercd much more favoorable than had before been 
offered, were accepted by Mr. Lear, the anthoriihed agent of govcrn- 
inent." 

Sixty thotiaaod doUart were given aa a ranaom for the Tinfortunute 
American priaoners, together with an agreement to withdrew all 
«njqMrt from Hamet. 

In July, ISM, General Hamilton, the preaentheadof the fcdcraliat 
. party, fell in a duel fonght with the vicc-prcaident, Aaron Burr, who 
i IwTing loat the confidence of the republicans, and deapairing of ra- 
" d«ction either aa prerident or vica-prevdent, had offered himself at 
Mudidate fur the office of governor of New York. He waa not 
" dt>*d, and attriboting hia nawiccew to the inflnenoe of Hamilton 
* TOL. 11. C 
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with his pnrtj', cent. Mm a clmllciigc, nnd Ilunilton's death waa tlic 

This aDtnmn clnwd JEfferaon's lirtt preeidond&l term, and tlu 
general prosperity which prevailed gained for him the nadonal faTnm. 
Summing- up in short tho events of His ddminiBtratian, we find that, 



igU h(i had roimiderablj' t^tucd 
mtA 13,000,000 of dollais; the 
.cd. and the danger of war with 
TripolitanB chiutiaed, and a largic 
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the tfliefl, the public deht ^ 
aren of the United States &!« 
both France and Spain avei 
and valaahle tract of Indij 

Jptfcrson was re-cleotcd •"' 
of New York, rice-prcsidi 

The ware which raged 
resolution Itegaii now to he Benoiiaiy fell even in America. Napolroi 
was emperor of France, trinmphant and powerful, with mort of tk 
European nations under his fec(, while England, alone remaioiag 
untouched and undauntdl, carried on the war against him with mon 
determined resolution than ever. America, profiting hj the destmt- 
tion of the commerce of other natioi)M, entered with licr neutral ahiiv- 
into ever}' port, thus maintaining her comnicrciiil relalLous wiili 
everj- country, however hostile to cueli other, l^nglisli and Amnitaa 
8hii>8 were at this time almost the only ones on the ocean. 

Already, early in the war. American sliips eiinveyiiig the prodn.i 
of the French colonies to Europe, wen' seized and condemned I" 
Britisli cruisers ; and now still greater difficulties and impedimcE'! 
were thrown in the way of the neutrnl trader. 
England declared every Ktiro[ionn port under the control of Frani». 
from Rrest to the Elbe, in a stale of bluekude, and every Amcrirt: 
vessel attempting to enter any of them wa-i captured nnd ctindcmriii | 
In return, Napoleon declared the Uritish Islands in a Atnle uf blml^l- 
br wliicli means the neutrnl American veswU, trading to niiv nf ■. 
British ports, were liable to l)c sci/cJ and condemned bv the Vnc. 
Tticse meiisuios so detrimentiil to the eonimcree of the liiited S-ii 
c.iused loud comiilairita from the tnerelumls, wlio dcinmidt-d fuiip ^ 
government redress and prot 




(1807.J TBE LEUFABD AND TlUi CUESAfBtXE. 

Bat this WAS oalj a poitioD of the grievance to which this g 
Europciin war gave birth in America. England assumed " the i 
of scorch," whaih had long been ofTendTc to the AmericonE, and b 
this meang citizena of the Unit^ States, on the plea of their being 
Britixh subjects, that is, bom Britons thongh naturalised AnterioaDs, 
were seized under the barbarous law of impressment, dragged from 
their fritnds, and compelled to serre as British marines, and fight 
against nations at peace with tbcir own. The three presidents had, 
each in his turn, remonstrated against this iuiqultoos law, but in 
vain ; erery year added to its eoarmit)' ; and at length, in June IBOT, 
aD event occurred which brimmed the cup of popular indignation 
against Great Britain. Thefrigab'Chcaapcakobeingorderedonacruise 
to the Mediterranean, when at only a few leagues' distance from the 
Virginia coast, was come up with bj the Leopard, a British ship of 
yrti, conunandcd bj Vice-Admiral Bcrkclefj and on officer came on 
board nith an order to search her for four dewrters fhim the 
Mclampus, and supposed to be serving among ber crew. Commodore 
Barron, who commanded the Choeapeakc, politclj' replied that be was 
not awMK of such persona being in his crew; that ho wished to pre- 
serve harmonj with the British comoiaiider, but that he never 
allowed the crew of anj ship under his command to be mustered bj 
any ofBoers bat tut own. 

The LeapuA, on this numlf ropljr, ranged alongside of the Cheaa- 
pe«kei aiul E«niiirac«d firing upon her. The Chesapeake was nupre- 
pand fcr action, and lost three at her men, and eighteen more bi-ing 
wmnded, Commodore Borrou ordered hia colours to bo struck. Thu 
commander of the Leopard sent an officer on board, mustered thv 
uw, Ibaad the men whom he wanted, and then abandoned the ship. 
The Cbcaaptske retnracd immediatelj to Hampton Road:*, whence 
■ba had hUmI, and carried with her iuti^Uigcnco which set the whole 
United StatM in a flame, more cspcciallj' as it was proved that three 
of (he men thus teijccd wm Americtui citixens, who bad been im- 
p pw w d for tha British suvica and aftcrwaids escaped. The prcaidcot, 
on this informntion, interdicted hj proclamation the entrance of any 
WTDtd British vosol within the harbaots or watcn of the United 
Staim i and an envoy was sent to London to dcm 
tfais outrago, and security against any further oggrewioa. Tie»- 
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Adininl Berkeley woe in conai^quence ivcaUed ; two of the men if ho 
bad been taken aa deserters were sent back to Arnica, and a pro- 
clamabon iasaed forbidding any further seorch in natioQ&l ship* of 
neutral natbuE fur dcsiTtcrs. But this did little, as the cclebntfd 
orders in council were pubUshed by the BritiBh govoi-nmenl in 
>fovember, which prohibited ncutnilB, except on humiliating teniM. 
from trading with France or her allies ; whicb, in fact, was cquiraksl 
to excluding them Irom almost every port in Europe- Napokno 
retaliated, of course, by hia Milan decree, which rendered every tcimI 
trading with Britain, or Hubmitling to search bj her, liable lo eon. 
fiscatioii if found near his ports or by his cruisers. Thus were the 
neutral ships of America still endangered by both belligerent powtn. 

In return for these vexatioua measures, congrcu, in Ucccinb«i. 
passed a bill laying an embargo j " so that all American vessels wen 
prohibited from sailing to foreign ports, all foreign Tcssels from takinf 
out cargoes, and all coasting vessels were required to give bond to 
land their cargoes in. the United Btates. This cmbnrgo was stroDglT 
opposed by the federalist party, and great were the complaints of « 
total stop being thus put to foreign commerce. All, however, bop«l fir 
a favourable result from a measure whioh, if it were seriouslr felt bj 
the United States, would, it was U-liuved, be still more seriously bit 
by their enemies."* 

This embargo failed to obtain any concession from Fmnce anJ 
England, and being in itself so injurious to the comniercial inttTcal* 
of the United Stales, was repealed in 1809, at wliich time, howcrct, 
congress interdicted all commercial intercouno with Fruicc ud 
England. 

Buoh was the situation of the country when Jefferson, having been 
eight years in office, and following the ciamplu of Washington, refused 
lo accept of re-cloctjon, prepared to retire from (he admini^ttrBtioo. 
But before we speak of this event, we most briefly return to a cauae 
of oniielj and agitation, originating iu the deisigns of the late vice- 
president, Aaron Burr. 

Butt, while in office, offended both pre\-ailing parlies. Tlie Mris 
alisls by his fatal cncounler with Hamilton, who i«as the idol i 
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par^ ; and the republicans hj Mb supppaed intrignM againit Jeffbraon. 
Uud«r tbeaa circnnutauce*, finding himself STerjirhere nnpopulBr, ha 
retired OS a priTBte citixen to the nener western states. Here, restless, 
scheming Mid ambitiaus, he engaged in an enterpiiw the foil ioope 
and intention of which seems aever to hare been oompletely fkthonted. 
With the ostensible design of forming a large agricultural settlement 
on the K*ii^« of the Washita in Loniaiana, he put himj^lf at Uie head 
of a great nnmber of people, who were armed and orgaiused, and for 
whose use boats were pnrehased and built on the Ohio. Tba natnn 
of his preparations, which had a warlike lather than a peaoeAil 
character, and the disclosures of some of his associates, led to the 
supposition that his real object was of a Terj difierent character — 
was, in fact, no less than to sepaiats the western states from the 
Union, to add Mexico to them, and place himself at their head. 
"Nothing," Bujs the President Je&craon, writing on this sul^ect to 
La Payette, " has more strongly proved the innate force of our form 
of govermncnt than this conapiracj. Bnrr had probablj engaged 
1,000 men to follow his fortunes, without letting lliem know his pro- 
jects, otherwise than by assnring them that the govenunent approved 
of them. The moment a proclamation waa issued, undeceiving them, 
he fonnd himself left with abont thirty desperadoes only. The people 
rose in a mass whererer he went, and by their own energy the thing 
was cnahed in an instant, without its having been ueceasary to employ 
the military excepting to take care of their respective statioDS. Uis 
fint enterprise would have bceu to seize New Orleans, which he 
supposed would powerfully bridle the upper country, and place tiim 
mt the door of Mezioo.' 

Burr was arrested in the Mississippi territory, in January 1807, and 
brought before the highest court in the territory. Here making a 
&vourable impreasion on the grand jury, he moved to be discharged, 
but this being refused, he made his escape with a single oompanion, 
and was agaiu taken on his way to Florida. Carried now to Rich- 
mond, in Virginia, for trial, the whole United States waited with 
intense interest for the result. The former character and station of 
tbo accused, the novelty and boldness of his enterprise, the air of 
mystery in which it was involved, all contributed to the eudtemenL 
Hot was par^-spirit inaetivsi the foderalists, spite of his o&ncet 




againBt them, wishing to proTe him innocent, for tho soke of thirtrtirip 
the eiccutJTe cmd proving the president vindictive and tjTBimical."* 
The trial commcneed in May, and on the 23rd of June the grand 
jmy found him and Bcverol of his asaociates guiltj of treason. He 
was then committed to prison, but on the plea of such olo«c coaita*- 
ment being likely to affect hia htalli, he was removed to a public- 
honse with a guard over him. On the 3rd of August, the court havioj 
a<^oumcd so long, he was put on his trial, and on the last day of thai 
month woa discharged, on the plea that there wus not niffidenl 
evidence to provo Ilia goilt The republican party attributed liii» 
result to tlie interest of the faction which chose to support him for 
political purposes, and the case probably might not have ended 
here, had not the public mind been at that very time diverted bv 
subjccUof yet greater intcreat. Those were the BritiHh iTitcTfcr«Da 
witlt American commerce and shipping, and the affair of the Cbr»' 
peake, which electrifiod the nation to its remotest extrcmitie*, tad 
fuHcd all party animosities for the moment into one gcDorBl indigns- 
tioa ; and Bnir, taking advantage of this removni of public attcniioa 
from himself, sailed for England, where he was aftcrvnuds n 
I'f being an agent of mischief to the United States,t 

• Lit* ot UtCenaa. t Ibid. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

ADMINISTRATION OF JAMES MADISON — ^WAK WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 

On Blarch 4th, 1809, Jamet MadiMm was elected president, and 
George Clinton re-elected vice-president The embargo, as we have 
said, was repealed, though commercial intercourse with France and 
England was still prohibited. It was, however, provided that if 
cither nation revoked her hostile edicts, the prohibition should cease 
bj proclamation from the president to that effect Soon after the 
aooeasion of the new president, therefore, Mr. Erskine, the British 
minister plcnipotentiarj to the United States, having informed him 
that the British orders in council should be repealed bj the 10th of 
June, the renewal of commercial intercourse with Britain was pro- 
claimed for the same daj. But the Bridsh govemment disavowed 
the acts of its representative ; the orders in council remained unre> 
pealed, and non-intercourse was again proclaimed. 

In March, 1810, Napoleon retaliated the act of congress forbidding 
the vessels of the United States to enter the ports either of France or 
her allies, by the decree of Berlin, which ordered all American vessels 
and cargoes arriving in any of the ports of France, or the oountriss 
occupied by French troops, to be seized and condenmed. In November^ 
however, of the same year, these hostile decrees were revoked by 
France, and commercial intercourse was renewed with that country. 

But England would revoke nothing, and the £eeling between the 
two countries grew daily more and more hostile, although the ultrir 
IVhigs in England, as the federalists in America, used their utmost to 
bring about amicable relationships between the two countries. In 
March, 1811, Pinckney, the American minister, was suddenly recalled 
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from London; and Britiah ships being stationed before thp prinnpal 
harbours of the Untied States for the purpose of enforcing the Brilifiik 
anlhoriiy, open acts of boslility took place in May of the same jear. 
The Briliah frigate Ouerri^re, exercising the ossntned right of search, 
carried off tbn-e or four nativra of the States from some Amtricim 
vesifls, whereupon ordirs came down frvm Washington to Caaunoduie 
Rodgers to pursue the British ship and demand their own in«ii. 
Rodgers sailed frvm the Chcsnpeako on the 12tli of Mar. in the 
President frigate, and not meeting nith the offi^nding Guerricre, fell 
in with a smaller vessel, the Little Beit, towoi'ds evening of the IGth 
of Maj. The President was a large ship, the Little Belt a small one: 
the President hailed, and in return, the Americans declared, k thol 
was fired. The British, on the other hand, declared that the Pr««idail 
fired first; however that might be, a Mvere engagement took plocr. 
the gnns of the little Belt were silenced, and thirtj'-two of her nu-n 
killed and wonnditd. Throngh the night the two tliipa laj- at a little 
distance from each other to repair their damage^ the Britiah ahiii 
being ohnost disabled. 

This was the muttering of the thunder before the storm ; an eantat 
of that which was npproaching. But before we proceed to th« aetwl 
breoking out of the war, we must turn for a moment to the West, 
where a hostile confoderacy and formidable preparotions wpre di^ 
covered among the Indians, fomented hy the British in CanadA. Al 
the head of this alartning confederacy was the great ShawaneM thitt, 
Terumseh, and his twin brother, Laolewasikaw, who, in order to gin 
to their anderlaldng a solemn and mysterious character, had — i7f^ 
the name of the Prophet, and who, pretending to direct commniiicatieB 
nith the Great Spirit, acquired a powerful influence over the t,m- 
■truck Indians, who implicitly obeyed bis commands. 

Tecumsch, who bad been always hostile to the whitra, and Mtii* 
in the later efforts against them, was a man of powerRil Buad,nd 
pomcssed of all those stoic qualities which give a Krondeur et«n ■ 
the most savage nature. He was in the buttles of tho confMlrralBl 
tribes in tho late war, and one of those who, in uppositioii to th 
advice of the Little Turtle, rejeolcd peaeei and when finally pooiMwei 
mode at Greenville, he retired with the Prophet to the PottawMk- 
mitti, Wynndota, and other tribes, over whom the two. and HpMaRf 
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tha Utter, galnad a poirerM ascetiduiey, eren to the extent of can»- 
ing to be put to death some of the oldest sad most powerfol ohiefs of 
Tuioiu tribes. Teonmaeh and his brother, aa we haie said, were 
enemies of the white intrnders, and the object of all their endeaTOon 
wa* to be rid of theet troablesome gneate. For several years, there- 
fore, the frontier inhebituits in the Ticinitj of the •onioes of the 
MiMisaippi had snS^red grievonalf . At length, in tlie antnmn of 
1811, Indiaa Juetilitiea having asaomed an alarming and frightful 
character, Oovemor Harrison, of the Indiana territorj, was directed I^ 
oongresa to march towards the residence of the prophet on the Wa- 
bash, and pat a stop to their barbarities. On the 7th of November, 
having reached the vicLoi^ of t^ prophet's tows, be was met by a 
deputation of chio&, who, in the name of the prophet, offered peace 
and submlsaioti, requesting him to encamp tbr the night Snspeoting 
treachery. General Harrison ordered his men to sleep on their arms, 
and long before dawn the faithless Indiana made their attack. A 
bloody battle ensued, Imt the Indiana were routed ; and after totally 
destroying the prophet's town, and establishing a strong fort, the 
American general retired to Vincennes. Tecnmseh was not in this 
fight, but at that time engaged in inciting the more distant tribes. 
This victory produced peace for a season. 

Erskine, the British minister, was replaced by Mr. Foster, who was 
empowered to malie restoration for the damage done to the Chesapeake, 
to restore the men forcibly taken from her, and offer pecuniary oao>> 
pensation to the fiimilies of those seamen who hod &llen in the action. 
Admiral Berkeley had been deprived of command in consequence of 
his miyecty's diapleasnre ; and, ia bet, every possible concession was 
made, excepting that which America required, vii. to give np the 
impressment, and to revoke the orders in conaeiL America had just 
reason to complain ; tbr these orders, now that a free commerce was 
restored with Fraoce, were enforced with greater rigour than erer, 
and a great nnmber of riehly-ladea American ships destined for the 
ports of France had fidlen into the hands of British cmisen. 

In Xovembcr, the president recommended that the United States 
should be pat in an altitude of detbncc, and congress agreeing thereto, 
pimsion was made for the increaae of the regular army to 3fi,D00k 
and also for tha enlargement of tbs navy. The president wa* vn- 
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powered to borrow eleven millions of dollars ; the duties on importej 
goods vere doubled, and taxes laid on domoGtic manufactures and 
nearly all descriptions of property. Early in April, 1812, congress 
passed an act laying an embargo of niuety days on all dhips and 
vesieb of tXo United States. This was intended to lessen the nnmbcr 
of trading vessels that would otherwise bo at the mercy of England 
when war was declared, and which, in fact, were coropanuii 
useless in any cose, for commerciul inlcreonise had now been 
Knspended or intercepted that gross grew on the deserted wl 
New York and Philadelphia. By the end of Mn}', most of the 
sailing ships, brigs, and schoonraa of their m^rchnnt service, 
Htted ont as privateers or men of vnx. On the 4th of Jone 
passed the house of representatives declaring war agiuDBt 
Britain, and on the ITth the senate, and two days nftt^rwanls tbc 
president, issncd a proclamation of war. This decisirc net did DM. 
however, meet with universal approbation. The federalist {Wrty, 
occupying generally the northern and caslem stales, and strongly 
altachcd to Britain, put forth their solemn protest against the wvi 
and when the news reached Boston, many citiwns appeared 
monming, and the church bells were tolled. 

Exertions were immediately made to enlist 2o.000 men i to 
50,000 volunteers, and to coll out 100,000 militia for the defc 
the sca-eoBst and frontiers. Henry Dearborn, one of the few 
officers of the revolutionary war, woe appointed majoi^gcnent 
commander-in-chief, and his heod-qnartera were at Gnvubosh, 
Albany, on the Hudson. 

At the time of the declaration of war. General Hnll, 
Michigan, was at the head of 3,900 men, well tnpplied witfa 
and ready to march, but waiting then at Itetroit, the rapital of 
gan, for ordersi the intention being to invade Canada. Tho Encliik 
were, however, on the alert: and Mojor-Genenv! Broeko, knowiagit 
the gathering of Hull's forces at Detroit, and believing that w«r m* 
inevitable, sent discretionary orders to the British officer in clux;^ J 
Fort St. Joseph to net against the enemy as should appear bdriaaU*- 
Hnll, also, had received discretionary ordcn to invade Canaja, 'H 
oonustent with the safety of his own giucta." On tlic IZlli of J«)f, 
Ownhtn, he croHcd the river Dctivlt and encamped 
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iutunding tomarch upon the Britufa poet at Maldon, or Amheratburgh 
a ttruiighold of the Britisli and their Induui allies. From Saodwich, 
Uull iMDcd a bold proclamation inviting the oppretted citizens of 
Conodu to throw off their allcgianoe to the Britiih and become citiseiui 
of Ihc Kepublic. Brockc also began to move, and on the 2TUi of Jul}' 
rarpriwd the American post at Mackinaw, which Hnll ha] left Btngn- 
tarlf imawajG of present circnmatances.and the cammandant of which 
ROcived tbo Hrrt knowledge of the declaration of war by being gum- 
moned to anrrcnder to a combined British and Indian force, and who 
not being prepared to defend the place, having but Glty-aevan men, 
•orrcndercd, thinking himBctf fortunate to obtain for his little bond 
the honours of war. Thus was one of the strongest positions in the 
United States placed at ooo; in thi- bunds of the British. Nor was 
this all I Major van Home, wlio had b(>en sent hy Hull to convoy a 
party bringing up provisions to his camp, was attacked by a united 
tbrw of British and Indians, headed by Tecumseh, and defeated. 

Hull lay inactive for a month in Canada, Amheistbur^ in the 
meantime being reinforced, and then suddenly recrossed the Detroit 
on the night of the ith of Augoat, to the bitter vexation and dis>{H 
potnlment of his troops, and encamped under the walls of Detroit. 
Colonel Procter was despatched after him by Major-Qcneral Broeke, 
■ad advanced loSandwich, where battoriea were raised, and where ho 
was presently joined by Brocko with reinforcempnts. On the very 
dsy after Hnll reached Detroit, having sent GOO of his best troops 
■gain to convey provisions, they were attacked in the woods by a 
British and Indian force, again nndcr the terrible Tecuitiseh, and a 
nrere flgfat took place upon the very ground where Van Horno had 
Wfbre been defcslEd. 

On tbs 16th of August, Msjar-Ocneml Broeke erossed tlic river a 
bw bUw above Detroit without interruption, and immnliately 
maiehcd Bgoinst the Amerioan WDrks with about TOO BritiiA troops 
and 600 Indians. The American troops, advantagsonsty ported and 
notnnmberlng the enemy, onxionsly awaited the order to tire, when, 
tothnrnnsp<«kDbleast(niiahnientiuulindignation,lhi.>y weresoddanly 
ordered to retire within ths fort, on the walls of which they belwld 
a whitt; Sag in token of submiaiian. The indignstion of the army 
WM M gtvM, (hat. erowding into the fart widwat any 
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it ia said wppt ; others, in stacking their arms, dashed Lbcm violentlf 
on the grooiid. 

Not coly the ntmy at Detroit, bat the whole territory, witli all it* 
forts and garrisons, were surrendered to the British. The Britiah 
a much oBtoniabed at tliia iurrendcr as the Americaiu them- 
flekes. Geocral Hull, being exchanged for thirty Briti^ prisoner!, 
was arrtungcd before a court-martial. He was aeqiultcd of treaacm, 
but convicted of cowardice and unaoldicrlike conduct, and aenteoecd 
lo dcBlh, but WHB afterwards pardoned by the president in coih- 
Etderation of his revolutionary services. IIU name, however, iru 
stmck bom the rolls of the snny. 

Leaving Colonel Proctor to ho!d poaseMoon of the Detroit bootar, 
Brocke maved off rapidly along the Niagara frontier, from which 
quarter, also, arrangements had been made, daring the summer, fur 
the invasion of Canada, and where a body of troops was collected, 
under coDimand of Stephen van Hensselaer. Early in the mamiaca 
of Oct. I3th, a detachment, under Colonel Solomon v 
croiscd th^ river and golaedposBesaionof the heights of Qucecstowi 
on which was a small battery. \t the moment of snec 
received a reinforcement, under General Brocke, and a long i 
obstinate engagement ensued, in which the gallant Brockewasldllcdd 
and spite nf all the exertions General van Rensselaer conld make tlM'1 
rcpablicans retired with great loss. A singular circumstance occnmd 
on this disastiouB day. General van Kenssclacr commanded the 
militiB of New York, in the ranks of which federalist principle* « 
very prevalent j when, therefore, they were needed to suppmt t 
failing bretlircn on the other «de of the river, they refused to et 
on the plea tliat they had scruples of conscience against c 
offensive war into the British territories. 

Soon liter the battle of Quceustown, General van Ruu 
ntired fi-om the service, and Generel Alexander Smyth, of \ 
assumed the oommond ; and issaing an address, announcing that t 
woald retrieve the honour of his country by another attiick at 
he invited the young men nf the country to shore in the glory of l| 
enlorprise. Between 4,000 and 5,000 reapondcd to hi* call! 
afW storming a bolterj- on Black Rock and ihos oprning • wtf f 
the moch-vaunted imderlakiug, it was suddenly abandoned j I 
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iroopt, to their great utoniihment, irere recalled, ttai aent into 
winter quuten. 

In the meutiiiie, Ohio and Kcntncky had collected fortee Ibr the 
eapport of Hull, which were on their nwreh to Detroit when the 
newi of the nirreDder of that poat met them. Hanvoa, governor of 
the Indiana territorj, who poMesaed the entire confidence of the Weet, 
and brigadier-^neral in the tray, wu appaioted hy congrcn to the 
comaiand of Iheae forces, amonntiiig to nearlj 10,000. With thew 
he marched to the aorth-westem parte of Ohio, to protect the conntij 
against the incitraioni of the Indiana, which were becoming more and 
nune terrible ererj day. 

On the 2nd October, 2,000 mounted volnnteera from the tenitorka 
at Indian and Illinoia ■■» iiilili fl at Vincennca, nnder UiB command of 
OeaenJ Hopkina, and on the lOth, aet out on an ezpeditioD againat 
the Kickapoo and Peoria towna. On the fonrth day, alarming moaaee 
of watokB and flame, advancing with the wind, were seen in the dia- 
tanee, bj which thc^ perceived that the Indian* had act fire to the 
long thick gnaa of the ptairie over which they had to pa«. The 
troopa became mutinona, and demanded to return. Bopkina called a 
evnneil of hia officera, and agreed to take the aenae of thcarmj. The 
majority were for retnriung. The general, mortified at thia result, 
fommanded the army to follow him onward i hot they tamed their 
horac^hcada and rode offalmoat to a man, Hopkina oonld donoleaa 
than follow. With better aucceaa, the aame officer, in the month of 
November, marched from Fort HarriKm againat the Propbet'a town 
and a Kkkapoo village, which were both destroyed. 

Ncr were the achievements of the republican forces ttndcr Dearborn 
calculated to retrieve the honoar of the American arms. A detach- 
ment marched fi^)m Plattabiugb, on Lake Champlain, a abort 
distance into Canada, where they anrpriacd a small body of com- 
bined British and Indians, and destroyed a considerable quantity of 
store*. That was the extent of their opetationa. After the mi*- 
fortonCB of Detroit and Niagara, the array in all ita branchea aeemcd 
paralysed. 

While defeat and disgrace, however, attended the arma of the 
icpnhlic by lani, the most brilliant aaoe«« crowned their eflhrts on 
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On Angiut 19th, Captain l^aoc HalL. commanding the Cunatitution. 
of forly-four (fUns, eogttgt'd tho Britiali frigate GuerriAre of tiiirty- 
eight guns, tlukt very bigaio wluch. bad been the ^reat cause of 
qoairel about the Eaglish deserters, and after an action of hnlf an 
tumr, nearly eTeij- mast and spar betog shot away, Cagdain Dacic*. 
who oommwuled the Guerrifiro, struck his flag. One-third of the 
«ra« were either killed or wounded, while the American vessel lott 
only aeven, and eight men wounded. The GuerriSre was so Bhattered 
that it was impossible to get her into port, and she was burned. 
Again, on the I8th of Octol)cr, the Amcricaji stoop Wa^, of eighteen 
guns, commanded by Captain Jacob Jones, had an encounter with the 
British frigate Frolic, of twenty-two guns, which after a bloody fight 



of three-quarters of an hour, ' 
only three officers and one seanian 
the decks, slippery with blood, ' 
dying. The Frolic lost eighty i 



boarded by the Americans, wlwn 
ivere found on the forecastle, while 
rerc covered with the dead snd 
I, the Wasp only ten. The WMp, 



with her prize, was captured the same day by a British scTcnty-fimr 
A few days after, the frigate United Statea, commended by Captsii 
Decatur, engaged the British frigate Macedonian. The action \»»ui 
nearly two hours, when the Macedonian struck her colours, hciafl 
nearly disabled, and her loss amounting to upwards of 100 mn, 
while the Americana loat but five, and eight woand«d. This engagt- 
ment took place near the Canary Islands, and the price uras brog^t 
safely into New York harbour. Finally, in December, the Con- 
etitution, now commanded by Commodore Boinbridge, achiorej a 
second victory, after a roost desperate encounter with the Java, of 
forty'Uinc guns and four hundred men. The combat look [iUm off 
the coast of Brazil ; nor did the Java strike her flag nntil she was • 
mere wreck, with 161 killed and wounded. Like tbo Gnerri^n, d 
wna homed. These naval victories were peculiarly gmtiiying to tl 
Americana, especially as being gained on on element wticr« t! 
Ajnerican citizens bad suffered so much. Many British n 
mm were also captured by American privateers, which now i 
from every port. Above 300 prizes was taken in tho fint I 
mooths of the war. 

As regards this cxtraordiniary icriee of naval i\ 
naval hiatorian recardii, that " the Java, for initonco. was porltapa d 
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wont-mmniied abip that we eret had Bfla«t. Onr Admiralt;, obliged 
to ke«p at aea in atl porta of the world such an immeiue tminber «f 
men-of wir, atraiteiied in tfanr finances, and finding it difficult to 
obtain at ihovt notice creva for all their ihipa, had oertainljr lent to 
ica a gnat maoj teaeU exceedinglj ill-manned. The Java had 
been patdied op and cmuniMioned only on the 17th of Angnst of 
the present year. The greatert difficnltj waa to proTide her with anj 
crew ; nxtj-nine Iriahmen were on board who had never been to 
•ea befitfe. She appear* to haie had bat eight tried and excellent 
aMmen; and indnding offlcera, not Sftf on board had ever been 
in action before. The Conatitntion, am the other hand, hftd a 
crew Gonaiating entirelj of able-bodied and praedaed aailon, there 
being the nsual proportion of deaertera from RnglUh ihipa, and of other 
flMbjecta of Great Britain, tehou truuon and dread of lli« galhtei dU- 
poud Utem lajlffhl dtBperatelif" Such was the consolation which 
England took to henelf in thia hoar of mortification . 

Very non after declaratioa of war, the United States conunnnicated 
to Great Britain her willingnew to pacificate on condition that the 
orden in council should be repealed, the impreaunent of American 
stamen disoontinacd, and those already impressed restored, lliese 
conditions, howercr, were rejected by Lord Castlereagh, then Secre- 
tary of Foreign AfEkin, althongh n^otiation was entered apon and an 
armistice propoaed. The arbitrary conduct of the British gorem- 
ment towards America met with strong opposition eren in England, 
Oo Jniw 16tb, BIr. (now Lord) Brooghan, who had always strennonsly 
advocatad the rerocadoa of these orders in eooncil, moved an address 
to the Prince Regent, beseeching him to recall or suspend the orders, 
■nd to adopt such other mcosarei as might tend to conciliate nentral 
powers. Lord Castlereagh opposed the motion, but stated that 
government intended to make a conciliatory proposition to the 
United Slates ; and accOTdingly on the 23rd of June the orders ir. 
eonncil were rcrokcd as far as regarded America. Great Britain still, 
however, reserved to herself the right of impressment, and the United 
States, rejecting negotiation on these terms, prepared to prosecute 

As regarded psefleatiou with Great Britain, the Emperor Alexander 
of Russia oflcred himself as mediator between the two cotmlnM ) uul 
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tlie United States sent over three conuniastonFra, one of nhoni woi 
John Quincy Aihuns, crapowertd to ncgntiate with deputies clothed 
with Bimilor anthority on tlie part of Great Brilain ; they wore aiao 
aatharified to conclade a treaty of commerce nith Rnsgia, and to 
btiengtlieji the amicable reIatioiuhip« between the two conntriea. 

On the 4 th of March, 1813, James Mudiison was re-elected preuident, 
and Elhridge Gerry was elected rice-preaideut 

In June, bills passed congi'css authorising the coDstmctiou of four 
ships, carrying each seventy *four gunii, and six frigates each of fotty* 
four gnus. The military serviee was also to be iucrcaaed 
16,000,000 of dollars for the present was also authorised, with 
iwoo of trce«ury notes to the amount of 5,000,000, 

The scene of military operations in 1813 comprehended the extenni 
northern frontier. At tlie opening of the campaign, the army of tlu 
west, under Geaerol Harrison, lay near the head of Luke Erie; tht 
army of the centre, under General Dearborn, between lakes Erie lai 
Ontario ; and that of the north, under General Hampton, occupied tht 
(ihores of Lake Champlain. The invasion of Canada waa stiU 0" 
object of the American armies. 

Sir George Prevost, govcruor of Canada, and comiaander-in-eluet 
eoold Dot bring any great force into the Geld, but his numlien ira* 
formidably increased by a vast nixmbcr of Indian auxiliariiM. 
defence of Upper Canada was committed to Colonels I'roetw 
Vincent, and that of Lower Canada to Otnernl Sbeale. 

The head-quarters of Harrison were FranklinUio, in Oiuo, 
thence Brigadier-Gen cral Wincbc«ter, on old revolutionary at 
marched in advance to attack a party of the British stuiooed K 
Franchtown, twenty-ais miles from Detroit. The Qritiah *«« 
routed, and Winchester encamped in the open fietd ontsidA tbc la«a| 
nnd here on the moroiiig of the 22nd of January, they wen> Bnddtalf 
attacked by Colonel Proctor, who, with about 300 British moA •• 
equal number of Indians, had marched from Amhcrttburgb. Tbtas- 
prise was complete ; and though the Americans rallied and BMidl t 
desperate defence^ their generals, Lewis and old Wincheat«r, <nn 
lAkea prisoners I the latter by Itonnd-head, a famous lodtAB (AM 
who, before surrendering his prisoner to the British coluDct, Hrtp^ 
□f his hat and unifoim, which he himself awomed. 
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lulTolu fight, or one aharacleris^ bj more horrible dcluil, never 
oocuiTod- It u taid that Proctor assured hU pruoocr Winclic«ter 
that if his men woald sarrender thej* thould be preserved from the 
■avage burbarities of the Indians, on irhich he ordered his men to 
gire up their arms. Proctor, however, did not keep &itb, and the 
promised protection was not afforded. The town was burned, and 
The safage* held n comiral of blood and horror. Five buiidml were 
killed, and the aomo number made prisoners. The victory and the 
account of •poik obtained at Frcnchtown brought down the warlike 
tribes from the Wabash, and even the Missisgippi, to join the British 
anno, whoso honour was tarnished by sufiering these savage barbari- 
tic* to be enacted nnder their banner. In July the Six Nations declared 
war agBinst the Canadas, and the United States, following the example 
of tlw British, accepted the sL-rricet of the Indians. General Harrison 
was to dismayed at the fate of Winchester, that leaving Franklinton 
be (TMlcd Fort Meigs, near the rapids of the Miama River, which fdlla 
into Lake Eric i and here, on the 1st of May, he was besieged by 
Colonel Proctor, willi q force of 1,000 British and 1,200 Indiana. On 
the Ath of Jtny, General Clay advanced with 1,200 Kentuckians to his 
relief, and althuo^E with considerable lois. attacked and dispersed the 
bnivgen, on which a great nnmber of the British Indian allies, 
luitwithatMiiliiig the ootreatics of Teonmsch, who was faiththl to the 
omae be es^NMised, deserted i and the Canadisn militia-mca, greatly to 
the disgoat of Colonel Proctor, retired to their Ciniis, after which be 
retnmtid with but few Totlowers to Amhentburgh. 

Poisaant to the law passed by congress, efforti were mode to build 

and equip fiocta upon the lakes. The preceding year the Amerlcnns 

poBtaMd bat one brig of sijitccn guns on Lake Ontario ; bat by AprQ 

of tlw prsMBt yotr, Comntodore Channmg, the naval commander on 

I that •tottan, hod buQt and equipped « squadron ■uffiHeulty powrrAtl 

to KiBtMid with that of the Britiah. On the Zah of April, IT.OOO 

tloopiw«ni oonveyed in the ncwflotillBBCroM the lake, from Sncki'lt's 

> Harboor, for tba attack uu York, the a{nlal of Upper Canailn, the 

, defMsftory of Biitiiih military stur««. On the 2T(h the troop* landed, 

beaded by OcnenI Pike, and, though opposed by a ttrong furcn of 

^ BriUsliaad Indians, wb> were wiri driven back lo the garriMn, a mila 

^^mi a hair, nuricd otM WtwjrjjfjMtaH, md were still adwuti^ 
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wlipii the pondcr-mogaziDG blew up, hurling immense quontitiecof 
stone and timber ujmn the sdrancing troops, and killed miui;. Pik* 
received a murtal woond ; but hi« troops, after a moment's halt, 
pressed forward, and soon gained poBsessiun of the town. Sir GeorgB 
PrevoBt, who eecms to have been a man of great indcciaion, if pot of 
oowardioe, is blamed severely by the British historians for hsTing 
ordered a retreat before tbeir awn case was hopeless. York being 
gained, the aqimdron and troops returned to Sackctt'a Harboar, mftet 
nhioh they attacked Fort Geoi^, situated at the head of the Uke, 
which, aiU'r a warm engagement, was abandoned by the Briliih< 
who, headed by General Vincent, retreated to a good positiDn on 
Burlington Bay. 

While the American army was thus employed, Sir Geoi^ Frerwt 
having learned that General Beorbom had left Sacketf s Barbour witli 
bnt a, small garrison, despatched Commodore Yeo, commander of tbr 
British fleet on I^ko Ontsrio, to gain possession. On the morning of 
the 29th, about 1000 Britiah troops landed, but were repulsed hr 
General Brovm, and re-embarked so hastily, as to leave their yumoiti 
behind. 

In the latter part of July, about 4,000 British and IndiAoi, tlw 
fonner under General Proctor, the latter under Tecninscli, apis 
appeared before Fort Meigs, now commanded by General CUy. Aft« 
waiting a few da}"*, and not succeeding in drawing out the gwiint 
OS he hoped. Proctor vithdrcw bia force* and procccdcid to Fwl 
Stephenson, at Sandusky, which was garrison by 120 men, nndfr 
Major Coghan, a young man of one-and- twenty. The defoaoe of tin 
place was one of the bntvcst on record. The British werv 1 1 |iiib«l 
with great Iuhh, and Sed so precipitately that they left behtod thi«» 
quantity of clothes and military stores. 

While all this was going forward on land and on the iiiluid (Mt 
the coast was harassed by predatory warfare carried oB by hip 
detachments from the British navy. One aqoadron stataoiMl h 
DelawoTf Boy captured and burned evny merchant ship tb«j «od) 
eeixe, while another burned the forms and bonses along th» Ct^" 
pcake Bay J several towns also wpr« burned. Various naval actf 
look plaoo. On the 2.1rd of February, Captain Lawrtooe, ia 0» 
Honut aloop^f-wnr, encounlcn-d tin.- Peacock sloop of-ww, "i^- 
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was, ftfler an engag«nent of fifteeo minutes, so mnch daTnag«d that 
■he laaV, and tpite of eveiy effort of tlie capton to save the lives of 
those irbom the^ had jut attacked, »he went down with thirteen 
menonboaitL Onhuretom to ihorc, Captain Lawrence was appointed 
to tlie command of the Chesapeake frigate, then in harboorat Boaton, 
For aerural weeki the BritiBh frigate Shaoiion, of equal force, coni- 
mandcd hy Captain Broke, had been eruiaing before the port, 
cballeogiDg to combat any American frigate. It bad already be«n 
triumphantly ranff in England, 

And ai thi *ar Ihcj did prorokc, 
W<-]] p>f tl»m with am- jsaimoD ^ 
k The Snt to do it wiU Im Broke, 

^K In the gtSlmt ihip, thi Sbannaii. 

^ This challenge wai accepted by Captain Lawrence, and on the 1st 
of June, the Chesapeake sailed to meet her rival Towards erenitig 
of the aams day they met, and instantly engaged with unexampled 
fury. In a mj few minatei the challenge was decided against the 
Chesapeake ; arery officer capable of taking command was killed or 
wDonded ; Captain Lawrence reccired a mortal wound, and the 
rigging was w cut to pieces, that she fell on board the Shannon. 
Lawrence reoeived a second wound and was carried below. At the 
mntnctit when Broke boarded her, Lawrence was asked if her coloun 
thonld be struck. "No," replied he, " they shall wave while I live ! " 
But her colimn were ttrack already, and the gallant and brave yoong 
nun. delirions with suffering, cried continually (br four day* while 
lib lastnl. "Don't give np the ship!" an expreasion which became 
eoDMcrated to his coantrymea. The Shannon carried her prize into 
HaJi&x, and there poor Lawrenee died, and was buried, hi* pall being 
bocne by tba oldert captain* in the British navy, who moomcd for 
him with genercmi sympathy. War makes such men enemies, and 
their duly it is to kill each other! 

The next enoonnt«r at sea was disastroos likewise to the Amcrican*i 
the aloop Argn* being taken in St. George's Channel by the British 
■loop Pelican. The commander of the Argos was mortalty wounded, 
and was bnried with hononr in England ; and aoon after the brig 
^ oammandcd by Lientenant Barrows, aiptuvd lb* Britiih 




brig Boxer, commaDdod bj Captain Bljtli. Bath comm&nden war 
killed in the action, which took place off the coast of Maine, ondwtR 
interred side b; side with militaij hocouia at Portland, their bodki 
being rowed to land by madters of vessels, with the f\iiieral strake el 
the oar, while mionle-guiis were fired hj the vessels in harbour. 

From sea-fighta we now posa on to an encoonter between tb« 
British and American sqimdrona on I.ake Erie. The Americu 
squadron was Dcnimandi>d bj Commodore Peny, a joong inexperienced 
man, that of the Brttiah b/ Captain Barclay, a veteran who bad lost; 
like Nelson, one arm while serving under that commander. On Um 
10th of September, the British commander not having a ungia 
barrel of flour left, and no alternative but attempting to clc*r tba 
lake or starvatian, accepted the offer of battle. The wind chaogcd 
inunediatelj' after he had soiled, giving the Americans the odTaotagVL 
Peny, forming his line of battle, hoisted his flag, and th« wnrds of 
the dying Lawrence, " Don't give up the ship," met the eyes of tO 
and were hailed with nniTcrsol acclamations. Since that day tbty 
have become the motto of the American navy. The firing cob- 
mcnced about noon, and being directed principally ogaiiut tb« 
Lawrence, the flag-ship, she soon became unraanageable, having all 
her crew, with the exception of four or five, kiUed or wounded* 
Commodore Perry then left her in an open boat, and transferred hii 
flag to the Niagpuu, which, passing through the British, pontd 
broadsides into five of the vessels at half pistol-shot. Towarda fbnr 
o'clock every vessel hod sun-cndcrcd. The day, bovrever, ma ad 
lost to the British until the first or second in every veosd had bMD 
killed or dangi:ronj<ly wounded. Poor Barclay's one arm wu shaUntd 
before he left the deck. Commodore Perry gave intellig«nc« of the 
victory to General Harrison thus laconically : " We have qwt tin 
CQemy, and they are onra. Two abips, two brigs, one icluMiwr, aad 

This defeat rendered the npid retreat of Geneml Proctor and tb« 
Indian chiefs who were with him inevitable. They therefore bagao 
to dismantle the forts, and to abandon all the positions on the Detroit, 
thos leaving the ^lichigan territory again in the possesn'on of tlM 
Americans. But they could no longer retreat without fl^tiiig. 
General Uorrison passed over between S,000 and 6J000 ■ 
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interpoMd between Proctor and the ooontiy to which he wia directing 
hia stepa. On the 6th of October, a Berere battle was fought at the 
rirer Thame*, when the Biitiih army w« taken by the Americans. 
On thii day the &mona Tecnmaeh wis slain, bnvdj fighting in the 
thick of the battle. Kx hundred of the British were made pnsonen. 
Proctcv «aeaped with 200 cavalry. Among the trophka of the victory 
were six brav fiekl pieces, which had been gjven up by Hall, on two 
of which were inscribed the wrads " Surrendered by Bnigoyne at 



By this Tietory was broken np the gre&t Indisn oonftdeney, in 
which, though 3,000 wturion still remained, lia bond of union was 
gone with Tecomaeb. The Ott«waa, Chippewaa, Uismis, and Potta- 
wsttamicB, now sent deputies to Genenl Hsnison, and made treaties 
of sDisnce with the Americans. 

Bnt before this confedency wss broken, in the month of Angnet, 
the Cre^ and Seminoles, wlu> bsd been Timted by Tecnmseh, and 
into whon he had breathed his hatred of the whitea, had commenced 
a cmel war against the frontier inhabitants of Georgia, in which 
nearly 300 white inhabitants hod been fesrfolJy massacred. On this, 
General Jackson, at the head of 3,600 Toltmteers c^Tenneeeee, msrched 
into the Cndk country, while Geo^^ and MisBissippi sent upwards 
of 1,000 more. Battles were fought at divera places with their wild 
sonorous Indian names— Tallnihatche*, Talladt^ Antoeae, Emoefau, 
and othen — in all of which the Indians were defeated. The last 
stand of the Creeks wss at the great bend of the Tallapoosa, called by 
the Indiana Tobopeko, and by the whites Hofse-shoe-bend. Here 
about 1,000 of their warriors had assembled in a strong fort, which 
was soon compassed by s detschment under General Coffee to prevent 
escape. The main body advanced under General Jackson ; the out- 
works were csfried, and the Indians seong no chance of eKape, and 
■coming to sorrender, fouj^t till nearly all were slain. Only two or 
Ihrve Indian warriors were taken. This wss the last effort of the 
Creeks ; their power was broken, and the few remaining chiefa gave 
in (heir submission.* 




CHAPTER XX. 
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DuiuHG the fear 1614 the Americana again prepared far tlie ianiiM 
of Canada, but no graund was gained. ^Vithont goinK into mianta 
duCailB, wo trill contunt ourselvea with giving the principal warliks 
cveata of the year, whether in the North or the South. 

Eorlj in the teeaoa, Oooeral Brown wob detached bam the armj 
oC General Wilkinson at Sackett's Harbour, wliero he hod been 
oasiduonsly disciplining lus armj, to the Niagara Erontier. At tht 
beginning of Julj he crossed the Niagara, took Fort Erie, *ai 
advanced into Canada. When he reached the British lines at 
Chippawa, ho found Oenerol RLatl Btroaglj entrenched thero. A 
Banguinor/ conflict took place, the advantage roiuaiiiing on the nit 
of the Americans. Riall retreated to a bettor poaiCioa at Fan 
Niagara, where he was reinforced b^ General Drummond, with put 
of Wi^Uingtan's veterans j for the pressure of the war having abated 
in Europe, tlie British arm; in America was reiaforced hy tbeM abb 
soldiers. 

The Americans ODcamped near the Falls of Xiogors, on the Bon- 
ing of the 2ath of Jalj, and towards four o'clock in the tttlnmooa tb 
British armj appeared in aight. The two armic« engaged in wtttl 
was called Lnndj's Lane, at a short dittnnoe from th» FalU, and ban 
was fought one of the most obstinate battle* that took pUot dnriaf 
the WOT. The; fought till midnight, oloM to the great oatuvot, iIm 
ronr and din of wliich was silunood bj the firing of twentT-tar 
pieces of ordnance and 8,0(i0 muskets, and which was howd lit- 
liuctij lifting up its ctcmal voice amid the momentoi^ paus^ at ih( 
battle. WoaderfUl bravery was displaj-ed on both ajde^ and tb 




hue ot life vaa about rquol. Tha Indians Brd carlj in the batlle. 
Gencrftl Dramnoad won nonntled on the British Btd« ; GeDcrals 
Brown and Scott on the American, the command devolving now on 
Ceneml Riplej, who rtmaintd in quiet possession of the Geld, and 
who, attei oallocting tn» woutided, retired to Fort Eric, whither he 
was punned b; Drummond, at the head of 0,000 men, and who, 
hating nude an UMult npou the fort, was rcpohtcd with the losii of 
1,000. Two daj* later, Brown having again resnmed command, a 
eoctcMfiil aortie woa made from the fort, and ihe bcBicgers were 
ilrivtn hack with great loss. Ilere waa gnat Ljm of life on both 
'ides, and though reinforced from Flattaborgh, Fort Erie waa aban- 
doned and di:atrD}'ed ; and the American armj, rccroatong the 
Xiagoni, went into winter- qoartcn. 

No sooner had the deiaebment left Plattcburgb, than Sir George 
Preroel, now »o welt supplied with WelUngtun's vi'lvrans, thought it 
a good opportunity to destroy the American flotilla on Lake Cham- 
plain and advance into New York. Oa the 6th of September be 
nached Plattsborgh, which b otualcd on Lake Chomplain, on the 
norlbem bank of the tittle river Sarauac. No movement of the 
British during tlie war had roueed in an equal degree the American 
pBtriotiim, and volunteers poured in from the cortlieTn pnrla oT 
New Yurk and the Green Mmuitaias of Vermont. For foor days the 
Amrrican troop* opposed every attempt of the British to force the 
pnwage of tin stream. About eight o'clock on the morning uf tlie 
llth.thaBriliUi fieet, under Captain Downie, bore down andongog^ 
that of Commodore Mac Donough, which lay at anchor prcpaml fur 
batlJc, and the most deaperale encounter ensued which had taken 
place on any of the lakes. During the conflict on water, the BiilUh 
on land began a heavy cannonade upon the American linn, and 
attempted again and again to croas the Sanuioc, but only to be 
driven bock by the American militia- The nimoat blame attaches to 
Sir George Prevost for bia inefficient command and hia many blun- 
ders 00 tbia oceaaion ) Deverthcleas, greet valour wa« shown by the 
British, bat to little (ffect ; and in the afternoon the British Beet waa 
captured. Captain Downie haviog been killed soon after the oonteet 
began) and towards evEoing the British eommoneed a proeipitate 
tetrcal, lecving iMiliind them immense quantics of nlores, ammunition. 




b 



^^L the hee 



uisTORr or the uhited states. 

and praviaions; about 200 vere slam, and Btronge to uj, 800 dnerted 
to the Americim «ide. 

On tho 15th of August, the very daj on which the British gcnenl. 
DrummoDd, was repulsed from Fort Eric, ruin was approaching the 
eitj* of WoshingtOQ, the federal capital of the United States. The 
British, on the return of spring, had renewed their predatory inraoda 
on the banks of tho Chesapeake, in pursuance of goveramental orden 
to destroy and lay waste such towns and districts of the coast as mi^t 
be found assailable ; and now, about the middle of August, Admire! 
Sir Alexander Cockbum, having on board tho land troopa of Major- 
Gcncrnl Itoss, another Peninsula hero, eatcred the Potomac, on whirh 
river Washington atonda, and which emptieB itself into the Chen- 
peoke. The British general landed Ms forces, 5,000 in nambcr, and 
commenced his march to Washington, dist^mt twenty-scren aulwi 
Admiral Cockburu proceeding at the samo time up tho river in a 
flotilla of launches and armed boats. Wiuhiogton was not deboCF- 
le»s, although her defenders, neither by land nor water, appenr t» 
have been very efficient On the 22nd, the expedition reached Pig 
Point, and descried the flag of the American flotilla. It wm 
naturally supposed that it was the iuUiOtion of Barney, the Amuriosa 
commodore, to dispute the passage of the river ; bat, to the mirpriM 
of tho British, the shipping was found to be on fire- Siitoon oat al 
sevcjilscn vessels were biown up to prevent their blling into A> 
bunds of the British. On the 20th, General Winder, who ecm- 
mandod tho lund-forcei, being joined by the marinas of CommodtM 
Barney, marched out to meet the advancing enemy, and encainpod at 
Marlborough, where they wore inspected by the president, if 
General Armstrong, secretary of war, and by various beads of otlMr 
departments, who, appearing to despair at tho firat glance, at ooM 
dispersed. On the ^4tli, General Ross and his troopa mdM 
Bladcnibcrg, a village five miles from the capital, where a ataad TO 
made, principally by seamen and marino*, tha eommodorro b^Sf 
wounded and taken prisoner. Tho «iamploiof Pmldent MbiUhU 
had been followed ; the American army retreated aonisa Ijie Potomsa 
Nothing was cosier than the task which Itoas had IUid«rtB]c«ii. Al 
the head of 1.600 men. after a skirmish which did not Uat half U 
hoar, be took posaeaaioD of Washington. The vraik af d 
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begun unmediBtelf . The capilol, or aeDate-bouse, the preadent'a 
hoQoc and public oSci.'b, the areenal, the navy yard, and the bridge 
over the Potomac, all were destrojed. Oo the follovring night a 
leunrelj' rettcAt wu commcuccd, and the British Innps, meeting 
with no rcMitcncc on their return, re-embarked on the 30th. 

little u had been the Epirit shomi in the defence of Washington, 
the ruthleas destruction of its public buildings and records aroused a 
spirit of indignation which more than anything ebe during the war 
united the RepnbUc in one general sentiment of hostilitf against the 
invaders. 

In the meantime, another portion of the Bridih fleet bod oseended 
ihc Potomac, and on the 291h appeared before the town of Aleian- 
dria, which fearing pillage and dettruction, turrendered all its 
merchandise and shipping- Elated witb thia inoceas, the British 
admiml, on the 1 1th of September, made bit appearence at the mouth 
of the Patapsco, funrtc«n miles from Baltimore, which was strongly 
fortified. On tbo 12th the British knded at North Point, and com- 
menced their march townrds the eitj, when they were met by a 
Inrge force, who resisted them braTcly. Aitbongh the Americans 
were obliged to retreat, this entcrprinc coat Ihc life of General Roa 
and a great number of others. The day following, the British aban- 
doned Ihc attempt and retired to their shipping. 

On the ocean the fortune uf the combatiinls was about oqnal. The 
Essex, commanded by Captain Porter, struck to a British fiigatc 
and sloop-of-war. Tlie American sloop Peacock captnred the Eper- 
vior. The sloop Waip, commanded by Captain Blakcley, captured 
the English brig Itciudmr in St. George's Channel, and afterwards, 
Ifi the same cruise, sank the Atoo. She mode several other priz«, 
bat never rvtnmed into port, and was supposed to have foundered 
atsM. 

The laat great land oclian of the American war was at the dty uf 
Nrw OrleauB. Not oontentod with mining the trade of all the 
lowTU Ml the tliaaiasippi, by blockading that river, the British oom- 
tnandcrs reaolvcd upon attacking New Orleans. The operations of 
tbe British in lAioinana oominenred by a small expedition, which, 
being sided by the Spaniards, took poMeedon of Pcnsocola, in tlw 
middle of Anguat. ThaBritiahGoaimaadar, Colonel Nicholla,bnFtiglit 
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with him n great quanlily of anns, which were intended fbr tlw 
IndiaiiB, who weie inTiled to flock tu tho firitish banner. But they 
refuacd Che iniitntion, as did also Lofltte, the chief of the pimtes a> 
Qaraturio, though he received liberal oSers to enliA in their caom, 
Lalitte and hia foUoirerB had been outlawed bj the American gorcni- 
meaC; but such was tho patriotism of Iheac otlierwiae hiwleas meo, 
that while they deluded the British commander with th« hope of 
joiitin; him, it was merclj to gain a knowledge of his iut^ided 
movements, which were communicated to Claiborne, goremor of 
Louisiana, who in return pardoucd the whole bond, itnd invited them 
to Dome forward in defence of their conntiy. They did so, and ren- 
dered essential service. 

General Jackson, who after tho pence with the Creeka had taitn 
up his qoaiters at Itlobilc, the capital of tho Ahibama UXritatJ, •■ 
commander in tho South, remonstrated with the Spaniah g 
of Penwicola on oftbrding shelter to the enemies of the United S 
But no regard betog paid to his ramoustrancCB, he marched ag 
the place, stormed the town, and compelled the Driti«h to c 
Florida. Itctuming to Mobile, he learnt that preparations t>«n 
making for the invasion of Louiuana, and accordingly hastent<d U 
New Orleiina, which he found in great alarm and coafnsioQ. By hu 
exertions order aud confidence wcro restored, the militia orguustd. 
and fortiGcBtionB erected. His command was supreme, and ht« 
energy unabating. Every man who could carry a musket oc vi^ 
u Bpudo was set to woik on tho fortificatioiin or drilled u > 
•oldier. 

New Orleans stands upon the enslem bank of the ^t'tmiwifji. M 
about 110 miles &om the sea. It is built upon a nanow tnotsf 
land, confined on one sido by the river, and on tho othtt by aiaM/t 
imposBable morasses. Even though tinfortificd, it puiwBlEd tkt 
gieateHt obstoclei to an invader. Below the town, baitimr, «■! 
some strong forts which commanded the navigation of tho tint, t* 
that the approach to the town cither by land or watei wna •qnl^ 
difBcult. 

The British expedition ascended the ri*er as high aa [■"■riWty at 
then landed about eight niilca below the city. Thi* waa an Ibe Stri 
of December, and on the following CTening Oennal JackKm BBdl* 
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raddcn and fnriuo* iltBck on their camp ; bat though the Iom of life 
was considerable, Uua wu merely a check. On Chiutmaa-day , Sir 
Edward Pdkenhani, the ohtef \a command, took up a strong position 
aboat fix miles Irom the city, betn-eeu which and himself the 
American army waa'drawn up. Fighting went on day after day, 
the ntmoit bravczy being ahown by both portiea, and the English 
adranoed itill nearer to the cily, finding it ncceuary with every 
advance to aaaatilt and take the formidable field-works which the 
indc&tigahte repablicani had thrown up, as though they hod been 
regular fortifioatioos. " At length," auyi tha writer of " Knight's 
Pictorial History of England," " on the night of the Slat of Decem- 
ber, having procured the material, onc-holf of the English army was 
ordered out to throw np a chain of worlu ; the men baltod at about 
300 yards from the enemy's line, and here, the greater port uf them 
laying down their mnaketB, applied themselves Tigoron&ly to their 
task, while the rest stood armed in case of on attack. The night wot 
darki the Kngliab maintained a profound bilence, and the Americans 
kept a bod watch, for it was the lost night of the year, and con< 
tiriality abounded in tlie republican camp. In this manner six 
batteriea were completed before the dawn of New-j'ear's-day, and 
thirty pieces of heavy cannon mounted. There had not been much 
digging and trenching, for crery slorehonse and bam in the omntij 
wu tilled with hogiheads of sugar and molaaaea, and these being 
rolled to tho front were placed upright to serve as parapets to the 
balta)(S> The morning of New-year's-day, 16IS, waa very dark and 
fbggj amid those swamp* and bogs of New Orleans, and the day 
WW oeattdanhly advanced before the Americans discovered how 
luar tba British had approached to them, or the novel use they hod 
mada of thor Tiinlii—s and sugar- hogsheads*" 

Tbe Ameriona mad* several vigorous but unsoccetsful attacks, 
■oaiiiinjt to produce no other eS^t than to knock in pieces the bugv 
beads and scatter their oontcnts. Several days went on, and both 
parties reoeivod itrong rcinfurccments. Sir Edward Pakeaham re- 
solved now on a combined attack on both tides of tho river, for 
which purpose he caused a canal to be dug ncrou tha ootiro neck of 
land, BO as to convey his troops to the other side. It 
anloout nndcrtalung, and Ibc two nighti conseontively not a n: 
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the Britidb onny closed an eye. On the fith of Jannary the gTMt 
attack woa to take place. The British forces amoontcd to apwnrdi 
of 10,000, the attacking eolunma being provided with ladders and 
&cineB. 

Behind their breoetworks of cotton-bales, which no bolla could 
penetrate, 6,000 Americans, mostlj militia, nil good nmrksmen, aod 
prittcipallj from TcDnessee and EcDtneky, silently waited the attack. 
As the advancing cokimns came within reach of the batteries, the* 
were met bf an incessant and destmetivo cnnnonade ; but clasing 
their ranks as fast aa thej were opened, they continued ateodOy to 
advance, until within reach of the American musketry and tiflei. 
The extended American line now presented one vivid gtreMn of flm 
throvring the enemy into confnrioa and covering the plain with the 
wounded and the dead. In an attempt to rally his tmopa. Sir 
Edward Paketiham was killed ; General Gihbs, the second in ooni- 
mand, was mortally wounded, and General Keanc severely so. Hie 
British now fled in dismay from the certain death which sained U 
Bwait them ; General Lambert, on whom the command had deTalvrd. 
being unable to check their flight Seven hundred dead were Irft 
on the field, and npwarda of 1,000 wounded.* The Lom of th« 
Americana was seven killed and sis woanded. 

The Americans on the west ride of the river did not, howavvr. 
behave with mnch bravery; they fled on the first onset, And wtn 
closely pursued by the British, until the latter, receiving intdligcoe* 
of the total diacomfitare of the main army, recrosaed tha rircr tal 
returned to their intrcnchments. 

No further attempt was made; and on the 18th, Lanlwri. wUk 
his wounded and stores, was on his way to the fleet Nothing m* 
abandoned but ton pieces of artillery. The sbcccm of OwisnU Jaik- 
Bon, afterwards president of the United Statea, couaod Un W bs 
regarded with great honour by hia coonlrymen, and won for him tha 
appellation of "the conqueror of the conqoerora of KftpolcMI* 
whence probably coroes the Yankee boast, *■ the Britishon Hdcd all 
the world, and we licked the Brittshera." 

From New Orlouu General Lambert sailed to MoUl*. wid m A* 
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Itb of Febmarj' invested that pluct^ which sarreDdcrcd to him au 
thallth. 

Un the ITth of Februaiy, whilat Kcw Orleant was jct rejoicing 
over her Tictory, a specinl mesauai^cr arrived Irom Europe, briogiug 
a trca^ of pwcci which had been ligncd at Gheat, in the month of 
December, before the terrible battle wtu fought at New Orletma. 
This treaty, which was immediately ratified by the president and tho 
Senate, tttpnlated for the restoratioii af all places takea during the 
war, and for the reviiion of the boundary of the American and 
British donuoiona ; it engaged that each nation should put an end to 
all subsisting hostilities betweeh them and the Indian tribee, and 
both portie* likewise covenanted to contiune their cffurta fur the total 
abuUtion of the slave-trade. The whole aorthera and eastern states, 
to whom the war had been very unsatisfactory, and who were cun- 
tinooUy and violently opposed to all meoBurM of the administratiou 
regarding it, rejoiced citremeiy in this peace. The Englishman who 
took out the ratification of the treaty wu carried by the citieent 
■nd people through the streets of New York in triumph and 
jnbike." 

America, however, hod not even yet qoito done with war. From 
the ttvaty of 1706 peaee had been preaervcd with Algiers by tho 
annual payment of a tribute. In July of 1812, the Dey, believing 
Anicrioa, then engaged in war with England, would nut be able to 
dcieni] her shipping, extorted a large sum of moucy from tho 
AoMriean eonsnl at Algicn, to pttrchose the freedom of himself and 
other dtiaena of the United States, and commeoced a piratical war- 
bra agaiost evoty American voawl that came in the my of his 
croisers. and many American citizen* were in thia maimer condemned 
loalaTeTj. 

Two aqaadronB wire tlicrcfore fitted oat, under Comiuudon* 
Dccatnr and Bainbridgo. The former sailed from New York in May, 
ISIA, and proceeding up the Mediterranean, captured, in June, two 
Algerine brigs ; after wUeh, sailing to Algiers, the Dey was so much 
■hmaed, that he cheerfully signed a treaty very advantageous to tlt9 
Proceeding tbiai to Tunis and Tripoli, Decatur also 
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obtained ButiBrnctioii for various aggreBsioiu, after which he joined 
Bainbridgo at Gibraltar, and rcaigning to him the command, the 
latter visited the three piratical cities, whose snbmiunon was com- 
pkte. 

In order to secure the tranqaiUity of the western and north- 
wc^bi-n froutiera, measures were taken to form treaties ^f peace with 
all .the variatu tribes which had lately been in hostility with the 
Ujiiti.>d States. A congress of chiefs met for this purpose at Detrdt, 
in the month of September, when alliances of fiiendahip were made. 
by means of which citonaivo portions of territory were ceded, and 
the tribes acknowledged lii be under the protection of the republic. 

The charter of the former National Bank having expired since 
1811, asecond National Bank, called the Bank of the United StatM, 
was incorporated by charter for twenty-faor years, with a capital of 
35.000,000 daUars. 

Id December, the territJiry of Indiana was admitted into the UnioB 
OB a stale, and tUo territory of Mississippi divided, and the wcstim 
portion admitted into the Union as the State of Mietiisippi, while thr 
eastern portion became the territory of Alabama. During tha mim 
month two piratical establishments— the rcftige also of nuwaj 
negroes, the one on Amelia Island, on the coast of Florida, the othv 
at Galveston, on the coast of Texas — were broken np. 

I'he time for the election of president being now come, Jsma 
Monroe was chosen, and Daniel D. Tomkins vice-president. 

About the year ]T90, establishment* for the home numiifiutw of 
coorso cotton fabrics were commenced in the slate of Rhode IslsAii 
The embarrassments to which commerce was snbjected incrcaMd the 
demand for these goods, and large capitals were invested in moon- 
fiictnring establishments. At the close of tho war, however, wbra 
British goods were again imported, it was found that, owing to ihf 
great improvements in machinery, merchants were ahto to tffaii 
their goods at a much lower price than the American maniitactsict- 
In order, therefore, to enable the manufacturer to withstand this 
formidable competition, a new tariff was formed in 1816, by which 
the double imposts which had been laid during the war wvn !*• 
moved, and an increased duty imposed ( 
^ds. The return of peace, however, Ihou^ it « 
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meicaiitilo interesla, gave a itimulua to agricaltUTC, and thooiBiida of 
citizens -who fonnd thcmselvei impoveriibed, removed westward, 
when lasda wcro cheaper and more fertile than in the eiutera (Uto. 
EmigratioD front EagLutd alao set in like a epring-tidc, and io great 
waa the increase of na octiTe and valuable population, that within 
two jreuB of the nlnblishment of peace, lijc now states h«d spnm^ 
np in the T«c«Dt wildemeaB.* 

TliB African Colaaisotion Society for Free Btnclu originated in 
thii jear, not nudcr the anspioea of government, bnt that of private 
individiul*. It ii ij^ticstionDble, however, whether Ihb scheme u one 
of pore benerolcDcc, althoogh mach it said of Africa being cirilised 
and chrisliiniiMni b; this me«ni ; and the ilavc bom in America, per- 
haps of the second or third gGneratioo, is expatriated when shipped 
over to Africa. Is not the true benevolence and the tmo Christianity 
rather to gradoally, wisely and justly aboSiih slaveiy — to prepare the 
blmdt man to be a good and useful citizen of a great and &«ocoal)try, 
and man productive to his master as a servant than oa a slave ? 

Madison's second term of office expiring, he declined, u his prc- 
deoenon hod done, a third reflection; and on March 4th, ISIT. 
JaniM Monroe was elected president, and Dsnld D. Tomkins re- 
elected nM-pmideut. 

Praoe and prosperity go hand-in-haod, and with proaperity a wise 
nation Make M ptoniotc by every poasiUe metuu the improvsment 
and aamSirt of the people. Hence gfcat ptihlio worka wnre now 
undcrtakGn by the American State* governments ; roods and catuvU 
were constructed in erery part of the Union, the wealthy and entei^ 
priaing state of New York, at the head of which was De Will Clinton, 
taking the lead. The great wntcm canal, connecting Lake Eric with 
the Bndaon, and rhe northcni canal, connecting that river with the 
WDliTB of Lake Cbaraplain. were eomplcled. A great n.iod was alao 
ounstnicted by order of eongreas, which, paMing through the aeM Ot 
gorcmment, connected the coatcm with the western state*. Military 
postii were cdablished for the Kcority of the frontitfi at the month 
of St. l*L-lcr'M on the Mi^saippi, and at the mouth of the Yellow 
Slime lUvL-r ou the Mlssonri, above 1,600 milea above iu junction 
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wilh the Mis^aslppi. Thus was the mfluence af cirilisatlan isdUtuig 
lika light iato the t'ttr wilderoeaa. 

Towards thu close of tSlT, the Seminole Indians and the remiiiot 
of the Creeks commenci^d dopredatioiu □□ the frantiers of Georgia 
and Alabama. The hoatile spirit of the Indiana was further incii'd 
bj anotUer Indian propUtt and two Engtiab traders, ArbnthnoE and 
Ambrister, who had taken up their residcnoc among tho liiduuu. 
Ocaeral Gaines was sent against tlicm, but his foroe being insuffidenl 
for the purpose, Genoral Jackson was ordeivd to take the field and 
to demand aid from the governors of the adjacent states, Jaduoa 
knew where he was most lilielj to find iJic aid fae ii9«<dt!d t and 
inviting voIontccTH from Western Tennessee, soon saw himself at 111* 
head of 1,000 men. With tioso he marched into thelndiim temtorjf, 
which he presently overran, meeting with no opposition from tia 
Seminolea, who had fled into Florida. Once in Florida, Jaelum 
seemed to think it oi well, in the words of a homely prorccb, t9 kifl 
two birds with one stono \ accordingly he attacked and took poMeittKi 
of 8l Mark's, a feeble Spanish post, and removed, in a rerj nmuiiai^ 
manner, the Spanish authorities to PonsocoUt | where meeting witk 
Aibutbnot and Ambrister, hod thorn tried by court-maitial and 
executed, after which he took possession of Penaooola aod fthippad 
off the authoritiefi to Havonna. 

There was a bold energy in this unprinciplod prooeeding which 
won for it public approbation, althouj^ it called down tonch tiniw*4- 
venion, and congress discussed it for two years, cndeavourin}; la pHi 
a vote of censure, which tho majority would not allow. In Fob 
1818, however, a treaty was negotiated at Wusliington, by » 
Spain ceded to the United States Florida and the adJMcnt it 
The king of Bpain woa dissatinliad with the trmty. and e 
to set it aside, but the United States, like General Jackfon, had tl 
wny, and in 1820 the treaty was ratified. 

In 1819 the southern portion of Missouri territory was IbrBied II 

a territorial goverametit, under the name of Arkansas, and In 

ber of the same year, AInliama was admitted as a stmti into 4 

Early in 1830 alM the proTiiicB of ttaine, wludi m 

u attached to Maatuuhunctts, was icparaled fhiin l! 

a inilependent state. 




(1821.) OBBATS OS ■ 

A violent tonttoveny otmc in con^»« oo Uie subject of ^larery, 
when Mianoori fiist appliiil fur aullioriCj to rorm li State goTem- 
meot, nhich urajeil the Soulh against the Noi ih, the ataTclioIding 
at{Aiii*t Ilie Dou-siaTehoIding stales. Musouri, having been rou- 
sidtred a portion of LoniaiBnHi had deriTcd from her oonnexion willi 
the French and the Spaniards the custom of holding slaves, nhich 
■he considered as her right. It was pnipoecd, however, that in 
"•dmitting th« tcnitor; to the privil^es of a state, alavcrj, or 
involnnlary aerTilnde, should be prohibited, except for the puniith- 
meat of crimes of wtiich the party should haTV been dulj- cooyictcd ; 
and that all children bom within the (aid slate after its aduussioa 
into the Union should be frfe at the age of tnentf-five." This clause 
divided congraaa into two pBTties: the nou-stavehotding states 
dtmandsd the restrjcliDn ; the southern and slave states rejected it. 
The c«ntest of opintoa was violent in tho extreme. Two principks 
•c«ncd involved in this question j not only mistance to slavery, but 
r»istanco to (lie interference of oungms in the internal government 
of indirtdual states ; and hence many advocates of cound liberty and 
fnends to the emancipatioa and elevation of the slave opposed tho 



After much violent discnieion, the Misaouri quenlion was settled 
by a compromise, which, while it sllowed slavery in MUaonri, pro- 
hibited it in all the territory of Iho Unitt-d States north and w»t nf 
the northcm Uinils of Arkansas j and in August, 1821, MtSMUri 
bi-came the twenty-fourth state in Ihe Union. 

Id IS21 Monro* entered upon his second presidential term, having 
been rv-clratcd, oa waa alio Daniel Tomkina as vice-president. 

Tbo fuurlb ccnsM, taken in the year 1620, abowed the piipuUlion 
of tho Unilod State* to b* 9,62^734 [ aboot a millioa and a half of 
whom were bIstc*. 

On the Tib of March in this year, Oenernl Jackson was appointed 
governor of Florida and Elijoua Fromcolin chief -jostioe. The 
Spaoish offiem, very unwilling to give up their posta, llmw many 
impcdimeDta in tho way of the new giiremment, and rvfttsed to giva 
ap the arehiTt* which hod been stipulatad for ; and oven when they 
wetT obtained, certain document* were kept bock by Don C'avalla, 
the Spanish governor. But Ja«ksoD, who vcr^ well undcrttoud bow 




to exercwe nnthority, sent an anncd force to bring Ca-vsQa liefbR 
him ; and as he still refused, had him curried from his bed to priaon. 
nhirn ho took possession of the papers, after \Thjcli he was dis- 
charged. Again these summary meuaureB were severely comiDeniid 
upou ; but they were only Recording to Jackson's mode of action- 
prompt, oTerbearing, and suceessful. Florida was divided into vn 
counties, 8t. John's, on the cast of the Suwaney river, aud TJju-oTnhii 
on the west. Jackson's term of office expired with the rising tl 
congress, and he declined a rc-appointment. 

In 1822 a iwnyention of navigation and comniGroe was coocludtd 
on terms of reciprocal and eqnal advantage between France and the 
UnitPd States- In the aamo year tbc porta of the West India lalaudi 
wcro opened to the Ajnericou Republio by act of the Britith par- 
liament. 

The American commerce having for many years aoffeied greatly 
from thi! depredations of pirates tii the West Indiea, a small nml 
forco was scat against tliem, which re-capturcd five Americwi veMck 
in the vicinity of Matauias in Cuba, and dcetro;cd npwanb rf 
twenty piratical vessels. But depredations atill contiauing, a Uigir 
force was sent out tho following year, under Commodore PoiUr, 
which broke np their retreats in these seas, and sent Uiem to oUkt 
Idding-placea, whence they re-appeared after a time. 

In 1623 ooDgress recogriiscd tlie independence of the Soalk 
AmcricBu republics, and mininlcrs were sent to Mexico, BseoM 
Ayren, and Chili, The same year, articles of convontiun foe lb* 
suppression of the AMcan slave-trade weri> signed in Landon by 
agents sent for that purpose from the United States, and offioHi 
were commissioned by each nation to capture aud caadami wuA 
•hips OS ahould be concerned in this illicit traffic. 

Unring the summer of 1R21 the venerable Lu Fayette, now ae^KBtJ 
jnn of age, viuted America, by cxprctw invitation &oai coagnK. 
■ftor the lapse of nearly half a century, lie WW rM«iv«d al Metr 
York with every demonstration of respect, and made a tonr tbrougli 
alt tlic stntcfl of the Union, upwardi of A.OCNJ miles, which was in bet 
a triumphal pn^reu, state vying with Etuto as to n'hich ahould abow 
lilm most aflcction and honour. Finally ho soiled fivm WaahiogtoOt 
in September, in an American frigate prvpnrcd Ibr his « 
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timi, and railed the Bnndjwine, from the bottle in wbidi be vu 
\rotuidod- 

lo the jeaz I82S, John Quiiioj Adams was maugnrated as presi- 
dent, and J. C.Calhoun, of South Carolina, vice prraident. Thendminis- 
tralion of the ei'president had been marked by siagular prosperity. 
Siity million) of doUon of the national dabt had been paid off, and 
pofty-fccling bod ao macb abated that this period is signalised as 
"the era of good-feeling." The new preddent, taking a Tericwof the 
put in bis inaugural Bpcech, remarked : "The jear of jubilee sinee the 
lint formation of our Union is post, that of our Declaration of Inde- 
pendence is at hand. Since that period a population of 4,000,000 has 
multiplied to 13,000,000. A toritary bounded by the fiIi;bBis9ippi 
had been extended firam cea to aea. New state* base been admitted 
to the Union in numbers almost equal to tfaooe of the first oonfbden- 
tion. Trcatiea of peaoe, amity, and oommuce have been oondoded 
with the principal donumons of the earth. The people of other 
nationa, iohaUtanta of regions acquired not by oonqneat bat by 
compact, have hern onitfd to ns in the participBtiini of our right* 
and duties, our burdens and our blessings." 

On the 4th of July. 182S— that jabilee of the Declaration of 
Independence of which the jirendent had just spoken, and which 
■ns celebrated throoghgnt the Union as a gnat natianol festiral — 
died two Tenetable as-prendenta, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, 
both members of the early oolonial oongroaes ; the Ibrmer of whooi 
nominaled Washington m oammande^iD-chief of the army, tlu latter 
<lrcw up the celebrated DeclaratKHi af Independence. 
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CHAPTER XXL 



I 




EVENTS OF TWEMTT TEABa. 

Wb miut now rspidly pass over the remaining quarter of a 
and in so dotog meiel; pause upon such eveats us gire a 
character to tliu pKigress of the j-eiirs. 

The first nluch we ehall notice is of a moral rather than a poli- 
tical chajocter ; oae colcolated lo produce iuflnito results for the 
happiness of humAnitj. It was in the ^eor 15^6 when tempeiancc 
societies took lUiir first organised form. At that time ouo of the 
besetting Bins of the Americans was the use of ardent Epirils; cuiil 
BO widelf-Hpread was this pemicLous habit of dram-driukiji^, that 
the atatistics of that period present a calculation that, out of a 
white population of 10,000,000, between 3,000,000 and 4,000,000 
were habitual spirit-drinkers, of whom 37S,DtiO drank doilj on tn 
average three gills of ardent spirits, while an eqnal number ood- 
sumed more than twice the iiuontilj, and of course were drunkards 
— a disgrace to theuwelvcs and their country, and a perpctuul sootw 
of discomfort to their relatives and fViends. In this situation of 
things, continues Hinton, in his Uislorv, from which we have taken 
the above calculations, a few individuals in the ittata of Uium- 
chuaetts undertook the gigantic and secminglj im practicable took of 
bringing about a reformation. The means which they ptopowii wu 
the e«tnblishmeut of tempemnco societies, the members of wbid 
bound themselves to tot»l abotjneuce &om tpirituous liqnotv. Tbo 
scheme was considered u ridlculou*; and even many who beheld 
drunkenucaa with disgust smiled at the inadequate weapon wil^ 
which it aevmed to them this monster vice was about to be attaoktd. 
Bat God crowned theii gtain-of-oiu«U)'d-*eed-«ffi>rt with pguUm 
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■uccm- SodelinoD the planof the piirent-iniHtDtion, and aealousi;' 
co-operating with it, aprang np in all part* of the Onion. Id 
SeptcmbcT, 1832, there were in the ttate of New York alone, about 
4,000 temperance wxietiea, of which one-thirtielb of the whole popa- 
latiao were members. And atnoe that time the cause has progreawd 
immeDselj. la 1S41 there were 2,000,000 pledged teefotolkn, IS.OOO 
whom were reformed drtmknrds i sod in 1846 aboat 5,000,000. In 
Maine, Massachusetts, New York, Vermont, Maryland, Wisconnn 
and Michigan, Irgislatire enactments hare first restrained, then pro- 
hibilcd, under pains and penalties, the traffic in intoxicating liquors. 
One other event, which occurred during the presidentship of John 
Qniucj Adams, and in which he t4>ok a T«rf lirelj' interest, must be 
mentioned — the formation of the anti-masonic societies. The cause 
WM this: One William Itlorgan, a quiet, inoScniive man, a citizen 
of Batavio, in Genesee Countj, New York, waa about to pubiiah a 
book, diaclosiDg, a* was said, the socreta of Freemasonry. On the 
llth of September, 1828, it being then gundnj. this man wa« taken 
from his home, hia wife, and children, nnder colour of a criminal 
praooa, into Ontario Count}-, examined and discharged. The Tery 
•ania day, boworer, instead of being allowed to return home, he was 
■gun anntcd and thrown into jail by the peivms who brought the 
fltal charge against him. Again these same people paid his debt, 
and immcdialclj upon his issuing from prison, which was then in the 
darknn* of night, he was again seized, gagged, and forced into a 
rarnago, which was npidly driven 150 miles, relays of horses and 
carriagta being propand along the whole line of road, and in this 
manna' conteyed, a* after inqniry showed, to the Canadian frontier, 
lodged in solitary conflnament within the wall* of an old fortress, 
and after fl*e days wa* sappaacd to be transported, at the dead of 
night, " to the wide channel of tlie Niagara river, by four royal arch- 
oompanions and sunk to the bottom- Kin* days were occupied in 
the execution of this msKinic sentence ; and at Icait 300 worthy 
brethrra and companions of the order were engogi-d at principals or 
w in the guilt of this cluster of critnei."* 
s to Tain that the legislature of New York posaed U act 
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(ffdenng a atnct i&Tcstigiition of the sabject Although n 

m were proved to b« impliuatcd in the abdoclioiL, it was impiW' 
nbls to procure snj evidence of the maonor in which the unTortv 

3 had been destroyed. All that could be Icomt was, that sj 
body, uid to be that of Morgan, was found below Fort Niagara, id 
g impossible, therefore, to bring forward teatiinoii; which wooU J 
wtmuLt a charge of murder, it was resolved to prosecute on thaX. of 
ut here again insuperable difficulties were thrown in 
Qw way by the masooio fraternity. Many witnesses were remoTcd 
out of reach, grand juries were packed, iutimidatioa exemised, wid 
every art pat in practice to insure impunity to the criminal*. Aai 
although in some instances coavictiona woro obtained, and the cgn- 
spiratars puuisbed, all the chief actors managed to set tho law at 
defiance. 

Morgan's abduction, and the formidable infliieuce which the —"--— 
fraternity wa« found to posaetu, in the attempt to oonTict for iku 
crime, excited extreme indignation aod disgust against these Mant 
and powerfnl Booieties in the miuds of the citizens of New Yecki 
who ai^ed that secret societies were not only dangerous, but inoo^ 
patible with tho institutions of a republican government, that Uwir 
oaths and mystericB were illegal and ioimoral, and that tha nwof 
them must disquaiiiy for offices of public trust. A political pwtT, 
tailed Anti-Masonic, soon rose in the western part of the alata, 
which acquired such great infiuonco that its leaders became membtn 
of the legislative body. Tho example of New York was followed bj 
the states of Vermont, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Connectiout, New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, Ohio, and the tct- 
ritory of Michigan. Sut freemasonry existed through it oil. 

About the time that the onti.niasaiiic party began to declioe, thl 
aoti-sluveij party arose. It still hos its work to do; to battle wil^ 
opprtsnion and crime a thousand tim 
masonry. May Ciod help the right! 

The presidential election of 1828 n 
Jackson of Tennessee, with whose arbitrary and decisive military 
movements we are already acquainted ; and John Calhoon, of Sooth 
Carolina, was chosen vice-president. When, on the 4th of Hanik 
182&, Jackson assumed the reins of govcrnmcat, he fuoitd the ooutlf 
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rich um procpcroua, at perfect [ieace witli all daUdiu, aod having in 
Uie nationaJ trawmy a BorploB of more than S,0O0,OU0 dolkrs. 

Daring like jeai IS28, congnuc enacted a tariff law, lajing pro- 
tective duties an mch impurt«d articleE aa cumpelcd nitb certain 
muxiufactiired goods and agrtciilUintl prodiicU of the United State*. 
by mMoa of which additional duties were laid on wool and wuolteu 
goudi, ina, bemp and ila fabrics, distiUod spiriu, oilk-ituSi, wiutlon- 
g\am and cottoua. The BuunJaclDrin^ stali-a were well pleued witli 
ttiis law, which, howcrer, va» highlj' unsaDifactury to cotton-plant- 
en of tJw MutUeru states. This tariff-law wui the fercili.' oource of 
agitation, and almoet revolutiuD, during the pieaideuttiiip of General 
Jauluun. 

In April of 1&32, the Wlnnebagoes, Saca, and Fozee, Indiun tribce 
inhabiting the upper HiMiMippi, oommenced luwtilitie* under their 
Mbbnicd chief, Blank Uawk, r&«ntering the lands which hod been 
Buld In the United Statca, and which west: now occupied by ibe 
dtuuruuf lllioota. llie «i>oaUed mle of Indian landa wu ficqoently 
anything but with th* i>vD>wiU of the red man, and, a* in this verj 
instance, the Sao Indiana wcm citrcnul; unwilling to tacate their 
laudaj but Anwrioon gcnoraU, of tlie same characler m the piwi- 
dcnt, nnflcru|iulinui and ivtulute, not txuublcd either with luo much 
conadence or too much lenabilitjr, were ct-er at hand te«d; to pledge 
thcimelvca '■ within fifteen days t« remove the Indian^ dead or 
alive, over la the waet aide of the MiauMippL" The conduvt of 
tltack Uawk on lUi oceoaian i> worthy to be related. GainM, tlw 
AniCTioMi geaenL roM in the council of the ehieia, and laid that the 
preoideiit wa* diiplMied with thu rofusot of the Sac* to go to lite 
wcM of the great rivcx. Black Hank replied that the Sac*, of whicb 
be wap the chief, hod never told their if w*^*^ ^nA were determined tn 

iwidthMi. 

** Who i* thia Black UawkP la he a chief F" inquind the gencmL 

KVhat right ha* he in the council ?" 
BUok Uawk roee, and gathering hie blanket round him. walked 
It of the la ambly. The next morning lu waa igain in the oounol, 
and riung alowly, wid, oddrcaoing the Amerieas gai«al: "Xy 
Cnher, you inquin-d yceUrday, ' Who it tbia Black Uawk ? Vihj doM 
he ait anting Unohicla?' i will tall you who 1 aa. lamaSMinty 
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a Sac ; I am a warrior, and so vas mj father. Aak thcM 
who hiiTe followed me to battle, and they will tell yon 
who Black Hawk is ; provoke our people to war, and you will Imuh 
ifhu Black Hawk is." 

The people tctre provoked to war, and the Americans learned U 
know Slack Hawk. He and his warriors came mounted and amied 
into the country which they still claimed as their own, and broke 
up the settlements of the white intruders, killuag whole femilies uid 
destroying their dwellings. Generals Scott and Atkinson were »ent 
(lut against them. Bnt an enemy more formidable ihan the red nan 
went with them, and thinned their ranks more remorselessly tfain 
the hatchet of (he savage. This was the cholera. The troop* 
embarked in steamboats at Buffalo, and the disease made its fint 
oppcaranoe on board. Great nuiuhers died ; great numbers also 
deserted on landing, and fled to the woods, where they perished 
either from the disease or starvation. Scott was not able to readi 
■ of action. Atkinson, hy forced marches, came up witk 
Black Hawk's party on the 2nd of August, near the moutli of tlw 
Upper Iowa. The Indians were routed and dispersed, and Black 
Hawk and his two sons and several great warriors made prisoncn. 
Nothing in the history of hnmanity is much sadder than the putting 
down and destroying the last remnaDts of these once powerful tribes. 
Driven out from their fertile lands, thousands literally died of atarrm- 
tion { and if, as in the ease of the Sacs, they were headed by a chief 
of superior intellect, who oould not patiently suhmil to be uprooted 
like n weed from the soil of hia fathers, ond who clung to it with ft" 
love U intense as that of the Swiss for hia mountains, then fire al 
■word swept him and his followers from the land, and they w 
killed OS trniton. God sees these tilings, and penniu them j 
theleas they are great iniquities. Black Hawk and his sons wet* 
lent to Fort Jeffeison, and put in irons; they were taken lo Wodi- 
tngton, and bad an interview with President Jackson, when • troatf ,V 
was concluded, and the cnptivca relinquished all claim I 
territor}', and consented lo remove west of the Miasisaippi. 
this they were taken through several of the eastern cities, that thc^' 
miglit see the power and grcatnen of the whites, and how hopelcw 
it was to contend against tbero. Black Hawk ended hii day* on tka 
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D«a hlaincB river, where bii people had settled. He bad a bark 
cabin, which he furniihed, in imitation of (he whites, with chairs, a 
Inblc, a mirror, and mattreswa, He was no longer the great wsirior; 
in the ■ummer he is said to have cnllivaled a few acre* of land, oo 
nhich be grew com, melons, and other vegetables. His liut speech 
was at Port Madison, on ibc 4th of July, it festival to which he bad 
been invited, and thns ho spoke : " It has pleased the Great Spirit 
tluit 1 am here to-day. I hare eaten with mj white friends. The 
forth is our mother ; we are now on It, with the Great Spirit above 
>u. It is good. I hope wo vo all friends here. A few winters 
ago I wna fighting agaiuBt j-on. Perhaps I did wrong— but that is 
past i it i« buried — let it be fiirgotten. Rock River was a bcautifiU 
country) I loved mj town*, mj cam>ficlds, and the home of my 
people, I fought for it. Il is wm yours ; keep it as we did ; it will 
prodace you beautiful erops." 

Soch was the spirit of the old, exiled Indian chief) be was a 
Christian in practice, tbongh not in nunc. 

As tils last chief of a once great tuid powerful people, we mnsl be 
allowMl to say a few inot« words respecting Black Hawk, which we 
give t^om the pen of one who knew him pereondly. " A deep- 
Boatod melancholy," Hys ho, " wsa apparent in bis countenance snd 
eonTGTMtioD, and he spoke nccasionaJly of his former greatncM with 
an iaoxprewdble sadnesii repT«MDting himself a* at one time master 
of the eotiatry north-east and scnilli of na. In the auttimn of IS38 
he set out for the Ihwlier, where payment was to be nuide to the 
tribe of a portion of thirir aunoity. The weather was both hot and 
wet, and he appears to have imbibed on his journey the seeds of the 
disMSc which tcnnitutcd lui life. In October the commisaion was to 
meet the tribes at Itook Island, but Illaek Hawk was then too ill to 
aecoapaay them. On the 3rd of October be died, after an illncsa of 
Sevan day*. His only medical attendant was one of the tribe who 
knew aoHirthing of vegetable antidotes. Hi< wife, who was drro- 
tedly attadied to him, muumed deeply for him during hi* illness. 
She seemed to have a preaentimeat of bis approaching death, and 
said, ' He is getting old — he must die ; Monolah is calling liim hotnv T 

" After hia death, be waadreiaed in the nniform presonti-d tuhim at 
Waohinglon, and placed npoo a mde bier with bark laid acnMa,Qn 
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which ho wa* carried by four of bis braves Id the place of iiitcr- 
m^at, followed by his fBUul}' and obout fifty of tbe tribe, the chieft 
being all absent They Bcemed doeply affected and mourned in their 
luual way, shaking hands and mattering in gatteral toaes prayeo 
to MoDOtah for hi* safe passage to the land prepared for the noep- 
tion of all IndLona. The grave was six feet deep and of the nmi 
length, dtnated upon a litllo cminonce about hfty yard* from his 
wigwam. The body was placed in the middle of the gmTe in a 
sitting posture, upon a seat constructed for that purpose. Oa hi* 
left, the cane given h™ by Henry Cloy was placed upright, wiili 
his right hand resting upon it. Many of his old tropbio, hit 
favourite weapons and some Indian garments were placed in the 
grave. The whole was then covered with plank, and a mound of 
aeveral feet in height thrown over, and the whole enclosed with 
pickets twelve feet in hcighL At the h(.'»d of the grave was plae«d 
the American flag, and a post was rotjied at the foot, on which, in 
Indian characters was inscribed his age, which was about seventy- 

As on instance of the rapid growth of ctviliEation in the wiHet- 
ne«s of the West, we will give a, few sentences &om the graphic pea 
of Judge Hal!, when Bpouking of this very region in the year of 
Block Hawk's death. "The country," says he, "over which Black 
Hawk, with a handful of followers, badly mounted and dcatilDte of 
stores or munitione of war, roomed for hundreds of miles, dHTing iJl 
the scattered inhabilants, is now covered with flonrishing Mttl*- 
meats, with substantial housus and large tonot — not with tha caUnf 
ond desrings of border-men, but with the oomfbrtable dwelUnp u4 
the well-tilled Selds of independent liirmers. Organised coontiea Hd 
all the subordination of social life are tliere ; and there aro the noisy 
•chool-honse, the decent church, the mill, the country ttorv, th* ht 
OS and the sleek plough-horse. The Yankeo is there with his nottoM 
and his pstcDt-rights, and the travelling agent with his sabMriptioa 
book; there are merchandise from India and from Englaitd. and ia 
short all the Insuriea of life. And all this within six jfmn, Six 
year* ago Che Indian warrior r>nged oviT that fertile region wUcb 
is now covered with an indusUiout population, whilo the tomtoriw 
of Wisconsin and Iowa and vast ■cttlcmi-uls in MisMori bftva afaM 



grown up, beyond the regions nliicli was then the frontier and the 

Suoh wu the bUU of the West in 1832. Kow in twentj yctra 
from thu time the white population hoa kdvanoed ttiU birthcr and 
farther westward, removing at e*eiy atep the Indian froatiir. 
Iowa, Minouri and Wisconun have now taken thdr poaiCioii as 
■tales of the Union, and religion and education oro estahliihing true 
civilisatioa in the former nildemcM, and maj' uUiuo lo heaven for 
the WTongi done to the Indian on this very soil. 

But we muit now rvtuni to th« CTcnta of our general hittory. 

The tariff-bill, which paused into operation at the clote of the 
■eiaion of 1^3, CAuicd, aa wc have Mid, great excitement in the 
•otttberrt atatea. South Camlina waa the hcad-qnarteis of the oppo- 
aidoD ) and the party adverse to the bill called themaclvca the State- 
rigttta party, allerwanle " nulUGen," bocBuae having in November 
held a convention at Colombia, thej ieraed an ordinance in the name 
of the people, decLwing that oongrcae had exceeded its powers in 
laying oo protective duties, and that all inch acta should from that 
time be utterly anil and void. And finally they declared, that ahould 
oongrew attempt by force to bring their act into oporalion, tbo 
people wvold not submit ; and that any act of oongrosa aathoriaiiig 
the unploymont of a naval or military foi«e againut the state, should 
be Mtll and mid i and that in ench caao tho people would bold thcm- 
aeWia abaolved from any political conoeuon with the other itates, 
and would forthwith prooeiMl to organise a aeparate gaTcnuaent, and 
do all other acta and deeds which a sovereign and independent tt«te 
hat a right to do. 

Purthitr still ; tho IrgisUture of South Carolina met on the 2:th of 
November, when □oTcmor tLunillon gkve in his coocurrencD to tho 
fmUnaoee, and recommended that tho auUwrilice of the atate and of 
the eity of Charleston ahould request the withdrawal of tlie United 
State* troapa, which had been elatioaed therti to guard againsl a 
■lave innirfection t that the ralUtia should be called out, and pr»- 
vieion madn for obCaining fafiavy ordnance and other muuibtju 

Thia novel doctrine, say* WiUaoa, of the right of a state to declare 
ft law of BCBgreee mcanatitattonal and void, and Co wilhdtuw Croia 
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the Union, was prompUj met by a prockmatioii of the prmidetit, ia 
which be seriously waroed the ultra-odvocBtes of " Statca-nghti''of 
the cunscquencca that must enauo if they peraiated in their conne J 
tTQOsca to the governmenL He declared thul, as cliief-miLgiatrAte at 
the Union, he could not, if he would, avoid the performance of hii 
duty ; that the bws most be executed, and that any oppositioa u 
their execution must be repelled if neecssary by force. 

Thia procUmation was cutremcly popular, and was anpportsd evta 
in South Carolino, where there exialcd a strong party called " FrieBdi 
of the Union." Party animosities were for the momeot forgotten 
throughout the Stutcs, and uU united in agr«eiag to support Uia 
president in OBserting the supremacy of the laws. Nor did the prs~ 
sidcnt talk onlyi with his usual prompt decision he caused Caslle 
rinckncy, a fortress which commands the inner horboar of Charles- 
ton, OS well as the town, to be put in compleic order of dekaet; 
strongly garrisoned Fort Moullrio, and ordered Boveral ships of war 
to be stationed in the bay. Every one saw that he was iu eameU, 
and even the most rioleiit nullitiers shrunk back from a coutei: 
against the whole nation with a man like Oenend Jackson at ii> 

Fortunately for the peace of the nation, the cause of discord and 
discontent was in great measure removed by a compromise-bill, iiitit>- 
duccd into congress by Hent; Claj. This bill was for modiiyiog the 
tarilf, and ultimately reducing the duties to a proper stonilard. It 
was strongly opjrased by the suppuilcrs of the manulactimDg in- 
terests, but nevertheless, having passed both the House of Rcpresett- 
lativcs and the Senate, received the president's signature early ta 
Mareh. 1833. It was, however, accompanied by an set which pro- 
vided for the collection of duties on imports, and was called tfal 
Entbrcing Bill, which was strongly objected to as giving the p 
dent on almost unlimited power over commerce. On the 4tlt f 
Mnrch, 183 J, OeneraT Jackson entered his second presidcntiMl b 
Martin Van Buren, of Now York, being elected vicc-prasidl 
Very soon after the re-election of Prealdcnt Jackson, a great e 
mcnt was occasioned on account of the removal from the Bank of tl 
United States of tho government fundi depoailed there, i 
transfer to certain state bonk*. The opponents of the admin 
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eeninirect tbu Dmstirc u no unautliorised and dougcroue a&tamption 
of power bj the exccntire ; and the public confidcDce in the muiioyeil 
iiutilulion* of the cooutrj being ahakcD, the pe«miary diatiesses uf 
1636 and 1637 were choj'gtd upon tlie hostility of the prcsulcot Ut 
the Bank of the United titatcs ; nhile. on the otbtr hand, these 
very diitiesbe* -Ken ascribed to the management of the baik, 
which the president declared to hare become " the «courge of the 
eountrj-,"" 

Again the pent-up and onl-driven Indian tribes tuakisg, u it were, 
a djing effort to save ihemsches, rose into rebellion, and the etory 
Dgain is very sad. The Chickasavri and the Choctawi hod, during 
the hut few yean, quietly emigrated west of the Miadisippi, into the 
territory bordering on Arkansas, which had been allotted to them 
iiutcad of their own hmdi, and as on inducement to remove Tolnn- 
tarily, the United State* had paid the expenses of their journey, and 
bupplicd them with a jeor's provitioni. Other tribes there were, 
bowcTcr, who were not so easily managed, and it is of their straggles 
to maintain a footing on their own lauds that we have now to speak. 
The Cherokeea were the mokt eiviliscd of the Indian tribe* ; they 
hud an established govcmmeut, a national legislature, and written 
laws. Their right* had been protected during the administration 
of Juhn Uuincy AdoKs, against the cloinu uf Georgia. Under the 
admininlratiaa, however, of the unscmpaloiis and oggreaiivc Gencnil 
Jackson, the legislature of Georgia, which acted very nnch in tho 
spirit of tlia prraidint, exteudcd it« laws over the Indian territory 
comprivd within llieir boandariea, and among other severe enact* 
mcots It was d«cUnd, that " no Indian nor the drsctudanls of an 
Indian, redding within the Cretk or Cherokv« nation of Indiana, 
should be deem«d a competent witnes* or party to any suit, in any 
riiurt wltere a while nan is a defendant," It was in vain that ihu 
Supreme Court of the United States pratesled against thcM acis as 
unconBtilntiunaL Georgia petmsted in its hard enoclmcnta, and 
I'ri'aideut /aduon iufonned the ahirmed and anxiona Cherukee* that 
" he bod no power to oppose llie sovereignly uf any *tat« over all 
who may be within iU limits." Their case inw precisely oa if a tly. 




caught in a spider's web, had appealed for delivenuioo to koother 
spider, nbeu the advice would haro bucn that of PrcsidenC Jackaoc 
to the CherokeeB— " they must abide the issue, without any bopi 
that he would interfere." 

They did abide the issDe, until, worn oat by oppreuionB and tbxb- 
lions, Home of their chioEa were induced to sign a. treaty of eracu- 
tion. In vain the Cherokees as a natioa protested against it ; livid 
ijuietly and inafibnaively ; availed themsetves of the civilisation ■/ 
tho whites, and wished to proSt by it; they were still the red man, 
the aborig'tnes of the forest, and they most becoDte onoc more dwellcn 
ia tho wildemeBs. There was no help for them. Their general 
emigration was decided upon iu 1S35, but it was not eSeoted until 
three years later. 

The same year in which the removal of the Cherokeca was decided. 
the Setninole Indiana of Florida began to resist the settlement of the 
whites in their vicinity, the immediate caose of their hostility hiaxtft 
again an attempt to remove then vest of the MississippL la Septem- 
ber, 1S2:(, soon after the purchase of Florida by the United States, a 
treaty had been made with the Scmiuoles, by which they relin- 
quished their claims to largo traclH, reserving certain portiona to 
thcmnelvca far residence. The terms of 'hi»i treaty being dispute^ 
a second was made at Payne's Landing, in Florida, in 1832, when it 
was stipulated that the Seminotes should relinquish their reservation, 
and remove west of the Mississippi, a delegation of their chie& bung 
sent out at the expense of the United States to examine the couiiti; 
anignMl to them, whither the Creeks were already gone ; and, ftcoort- 
ing to the treaty, if it were found that they, the Crecka, wouUl lin 
amicably with them, and that the country was agreeable to tlien. 
then the treaty should be binding. The report of the del^atM was 
not satisfactory. The country which was assigned to tlum waa of a 
•tern character, nnliko that of their native Florida t it pmduocd op 
light-wood for fhel, which was easy to fell, and to which the Seat- 
noles were accustomed. The savage wilderness of Nebraska did no* 
allure them i and the Indians, they reported, were bod i they fn- 
ferrcd to remain in Florida, and they accordingly maintainrd Uttt 
the treaty was not blading. Mocanopy, their king, oppoaed thfir 
removal, and Osceola, their most celebrated chief^ said ihat ht 
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"wiahed to Rat in the land of lui fiilhera, and for his cbildren to 
■teep by hi> nde." 

But the iti>be« of Muanopj and Osceola were u nothing bedde 
the nill of President Jaokion ; and General Wiley Thompaon was 
Mnt as the govenment agent to Florida, to arrange the removal of 
the Seminolea. ThomiMon reported that the Scminolea were un- 
willing to emigrali.', and reeeiied for reply that they mu«t go ; that 
hia military force should be increased, and that the annnitica which 
the Seminolea rcceiTcd onder the treaty of t82;i should not be paid 
until they conwnted to leave the ooiuitry. The Scminoles took 
conncil togcAer and pramised to go the following spring; and 
Thompaon, writing to the preaident, auid, " I beliore that the whob 
natioa will oomc into thia Tneanire, but it ii imponiblo not to feel a 
deep intrreat and much sympathy for this people." 

But when the spring came, and govftrnment meaaorea began to be 
put in operation for their remoTal, the heart of the whole people was 
ronaed as one man, and tiiey dccloRd that they " could not Icaro their 
homea and the graTca of their (atbeia." This pernatance in oppooi- 
tioQ WKf attrihuted to Osceola, whoae bearing was proud and gloomy, 
and by order of Oencral Thompaon be was put in irona. Disaem- 
bting bia wrath, Oaceola obtained his hberty, and not only gave his 
coDseDl to the removal of the whole nation, but so completely won the 
ronSdence of the goTcmment agent as to be eutmattd with Tarinnn 
eommiuiona in different parts of the cotintry, which he eiecoted 
fuilhfttlly. Id Iho meantime, however, ho whs oonccrting with the 
Indians n plan of deep nvenge, which in the month of Xfetwmber 
begun to take effect. 

The remainder of thb mournftil history we will briiflj relate from 
Marciui Willson. "At thia time General Clinch was stationed at 
Fort Orange in Florida. Being supposed to be in danger tcoai the 
Indiana, and also in want of anppUea, klajor Dade waa deapatched 
from Fort Brooke, at the bead of Tampa Bay, with npworda of 
100 men, to hi* Baaiatance. He had prooeedcd about lialf that 
djatance, wbm be waa anddcnly atlockcd by the enemy, and he and 
all bnt four of hia men were kUled; and tboso four, horribly man- 
g'lod, afterwards died of Ibcir wounds. At the time of Dade'a 
I, Ofoeola with a amoll baud of warrion was prowling in 




the vicinity uf Furt King . While Ocaerul Thompson o&d ■ ttr 
fHcnds were dining at a store only 250 yards Srom tlio fort, Uiej 
were surprised by a, Huddun discborgo of musketry, and five oat rf 
nine were killed. The body of General Thompsoa v^a fboad 
pierced with fifteen bullets. Osceola and his party niBhed. in, icalpcd 
the dead, and retreated before they cuuld be tired upon by &e 
gorriBon. 

"Two days Later, General Clinch engaged the lodicuu on ttu 
bonks of the Wlthiacoochee, and tu F(:bniary of the following jtai, 
Geuorul Gaines, the commander of the north-weBtern division, «u 
attacked near the some place. In May, several of the Creek towsi 
and tribes joined the Scnunoles in the war. Murders anil devuU- 
tions were fnijucnt ; the Indians obtained posscssian of many of IIm 
southern mall-routes in Georgia and /Uabama, attacked bt4?ixin-lM«M 
destroyed Htages, burned several towns, and compelled thouaoodi af 
the whites, who had settled in their territory, to Qet> for their lin*. 
A strong force, however, joined by many friendly Indians, boiiig««t 
against them, and several of the hostile chiefs having boinii loko, 
the Ci'eeks submitted ; though such was their desperation, tti^t ntilT 
Indian mothcm killed their children rather tbon that they shooU 
become prisouers to the pale-faccs. During this summer grt^t num- 
bers were transported west of the Mississippi, 

" In October, Governor Call took command of the forces in Florid 
and with nearly 2,000 men marched into the interior, when wTcal 
engagemenU took place." 

The time for the election of president being now come, Hutii 
Van Buren was chosen, and Richard M. Johoson, of Kcntuokr, nw 
preeident. I'he war in Florida, thuugh it still raged, wsa fbr tht 
time disregarded, owing to the monetary and mercantile ilJitii^M tt 
the country, which reached their crises almost immediately after tis 
accession of Van Buret). And yet so prosperous had the connin 
bveu, only in the preceding June, that a htrgo amount of MinlM 
revenue hod accumulated, which was given up to the peopl(% ud 
distributed in three inHtolmcnla among the several states in ptvncr- 
tion to their respective representations in congress, Whtlo thti 
extraordinary prospcri^ lasted, there was a perfect freniy of ■pMfr 
tadonj hundreds made immense fortunes, and tens of thooModi m 
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oDtha of March and April of 1837. 
York alone amoaated to nearlj 
iteDt of ihe bufdncsa operatioiiE of 
with eaoh other, caused 
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reduced to want. Daring the i 
tbe failures in the city of Ne 
I(X),000,000 dollars The great 
the coimtrj, and their inlimale 
the evil to estond into all chaunelB of trade. It wu felt froin the 
highest to the lowest. The third initalment of the tDrpItts rcTenue, 
which we have alreadjr mentioaed, having not jet been paid to the 
different flatis, wu now applied to the necvMities of government; 
bat no meaoi of relief were attempted for the people, it being con- 
tended that the case did not coll for goTcmmental interference, but a 
reformation in indiTiduol estravagaoce and a retom to the old neg- 
lected waj'K of indnstry. A destractiTe Gre in New York, which 
occivrred at the cloae of 1835, and the loaa by which waa eatimated at 
17,000,1)00 doltara, added to the present diatress. 

Nererlhelen ffrotelh, which ia the prindplo of American life, went 
on. In September, 163i>, Wisconiin was erected into a tenilarj, and 
Arkansta into a atate ; and now, in the mid«t of the general diitrcaa, 
Michigan woa admitted into the Union, making the twenty-sixth 
iitntc ; the original munber of thirteen being doubled. 

Wo rouiit now reanme uid conclude our account of the Seminole 
WOT, which at this critical moment added to the expenses of the 
tiation 1 while the climate of a country abounding in «wamps and 
nianbn, anid which the war waa earned on, proved more &tat tn 
tlie whilei than mea the Indians themselves. After aercml 
eDcoonlert early in the acuon, a number of chieb come to the camp 
of General Jesnip, and signed a treaty, by which hostiljlies were to 
rciue, and the Semtnolee engaged to rt^move bryond the Misaiuippi. 
But again Ihe war broke out, and Osceola being anspcctcd as the 
canio, was Mriied in the month of October, when, witb sereral 
other chieft and abont aeranty warriors, he arriTed under the pro- 
tection of a flag of trnco at the American cntnp- This was the 
finiaking stroke to the nusfiirl ones of tho Seniinoles. It was a base 
action j bat the trt-ochery of Osceola was pleaded in ita pallialiuii. 
The Indian iMcf wna now in the safe custody of the [mlc-fncc*, but 
the strrDglh of tho Serainoles was not jct broken. He was confined 
in Fort Moultrie, on Sullivan's Island, oppcwiiv CSiarlcston. Though 
a capiiTc, be was not tt«alt<d with nnkiiidorsa. Ue was visited by 
TOU II. t 
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ttie principU people of Charleston, and all yrat don« for 1m«» mVUk 
could render him comfortable, but his spirit waa broken. U ■ 
related by one gentlemntt who visited him frequently, that tlw a- 
jiresnon of his coantensnce was the most mclsnchaly that could it 
conceived. He, however, is said never to have uttered any Umnil> 
tion, although he oflcn spoke vrith bittemesB of the manner in wtiid 
he had been talion prisoner, and of the injostico which had bea 
done to his people. His person was haujsome, his voice mrelodioik 
and his ejes Sllcd with a gloomy fire. 

Although his bcoiing and his fate awoke, aa we have mi^ ■ 
universal interest for him, and Mr. Edin in particular, who fUtM 
^nthnsiium for the handsome and onliappy Seminole chiefs bra^M 
him presents, he whs indifferent to all ; be grow more and nun 
Hilent, and from tlie moment when he was pat in prison his lieald 
declined, thongh he did not ap]ic-ar to be ill. He ate very little lai 
refused all medicine. The captive eagle could not live when deprind 
of the free life and air of his forest. * 

Osceola wus a captive, but Ms people were not qoellcd. Thr^, 
however, after they lost his leadership, strove not so much to roainttil 
a hold OD their country as to fight out the quaircl with their eactBi(& 
Accordingly, for three years more the war went on. In ] 839, Geacnl 
Macomb, who had nsaomod the chief command of the army, indnotd 
a number of cliiefi in the southern part of the peninsula agais tB 
fiign a treaty of peace. By this treaty ihcy were permitted to 
remain in the country until they could be ansurcd of the prospcritv 
of their friends, who had ali-eady emigrated. Again the treaty wu 
broken, and in June of that year the territorial government ofltTtd 
300 dollars for every Indian, dead or alive ; and thus a war of exter- 
mination having begun, was continued till the year 1842. 

In 1H3T, a patent was granted to S. F. B. Mor»e, for the Eleotxill 
Telegraph. 

The ccu^ns of ISjO gave the population of the United SUtN 
us 17,008,666. 

The llemocnitio or Whig party ■nceceded. in the fillnirinfl rilmfill. 
in letaming William Henry Harrison, ■' the hero of tho T 
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tbo Tippacaaoe," us presidcat, in oppmitian to Van Bnreu, and John 
Tyler, of Virginia, at Ticopresident. On Marcli 4tb, 1S41, Hanuon 
wu inau^onted, and exacUj one month afterwards, hie health being 
fi'tblc, ho expired; when the vice-president, according to the Qm- 
Htitulian. become president. 

Monctaij a&in were at thia time engrowing public attention, 
and 10 grcAt were the present pccuniaiy difficulties, invulving 
inaaj mercantile bonses in ruin, that congrcM adopted tlio eitm- 
iinlinaiy expedient of paaning a bankrupt law, which operated 
Ihroughout all the atatci. And not oqI; did this law beoome avail- 
able far indiTidnals, but wu tahcn advantage of by various statca 
themwlvcs, and a great obluqujfar tbo time was cast on the nation — 
ihis was called rtpudiation. With retnmiug prosperity, however, 
mo«t of the states rusamed payment, and little, if any statc-repudia* 
tion of debt has remained. 

In 1842, a long existing dispute between the United Slates and 
England, regordiag the tiurtli-coBtem boundary, was adjusted. Lord 
Ailiburtou was sent bom E^ngland as a special enroy, and lloniel 
Webster and he arranged the terms of a treaty by which this impor- 
tant <jueKlion of nurth-eoiilcm boununry, which bod even threatened 
war, waa amicably and finally settled. 

In 1A44, serious disturbances occurred in the state of New York, 
called the Anti-lUnl Dislurbanera, of which a few words must be per- 
mittHl us. and which wo will give principally from Mrs. Willard, 

" 111 the early histury uf the stale, wa have seen, that under th« 
Dutch government certain settlers rvccived patesta of considemblo 
jHirtiuna of land, that uf Von Renaulaor being the noet cxtAnsive, 
romprthending the gnMxi part of Albany and Renssalaer counties. 
TbnM< lands were divided into braw, containing Gram one hundred to 
one hundred andsiily acres, and leased in perpetuity on the fbtlowing 
condiUons. Tbc tenant muatracb year pay to the landlord or 'patron, 
a quantity of wheat, from twenty-two-and'S-half bushels to ten, with 
four fat fowls, and a iloy's scrviee with wagon and horses. If iha 
tenant sold bis loasr, the landlord was entitled lo one-quart(T of the 
purcbau! money. The landlord was also entitled toeortain privileges 
on oil water power, and a right to all mines. In process of time the 
lenaaU bejpui la MMuider tbeaa legal conditiou* as anti-r^publiuaui u 
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& relic of feudal tyrannf. Stephen Van Reiiasulaer, 'who came bri* 
posseasioQ of hia patent iu ITqO, hod in the kindness of bia tubat 
omitted to exact Ilia legal right until 200,000 dollare of bock ivnt mi 
owing, which, oa his doath iu 1840, was fouud appropriated by will. 
The enforcomcnt of thc% toag-neglected demands gave riw to mocii 
dissatisfaation, and finally they were forcibly resisted, when t^ 
Statei' gerernmont called out the military, but atill to no purpoM. 

" In the Bummer of 1844, the anti-rent diaturbances broke out witb 
great violcucu in the eastern towns of Runasalacr, and iii tho lirii^ 
Eton Maaor iu Columbia County. The unti-rcntera formed thea- 
selvea into associations to resist the law, and armed and traiiud 
binds, ilisguised aa Indians, scoured the cuunti-j-, compelljog emy 
pcrsou whom they met to give in their allogianDO to this rerott, bf 
saying ' Down with tho Rent !' Not contented with this, they pc9- 
ooeded to violence, and tarring and feathering, and other aatragt* of 
the DiLiiit fearful kind took place. Sametimci a thousand of thew 
pretended Indians, more fearful even than the real oaes, osMlnbM 
iu a body. Similar disturbaaoes occurred at the same time in IMi- 
woro, where Bteele, the deputy sheriff, was murdered in the esK*- 
tion of his official duties. ^1 

"Iu 1816. Sitas Wright wns chosen governor of tho state, aad bfl^H 
wisdom and ftrmness tho public order was restored. On the ffTihl^J 
August, bo proclaimed the county of Dolawaro in a stuto of inHT- 
roctiotii resolute men were made sheriffs, military aid was givwn, 
and the leading onti-rentera taken and brought to trial. The mar- 
derers of Steele were condocanod to death, but their piuushnrat 
commuted to perpetual imprisonment." 

JlarDli 3rd, 1845. tho two former torritories of lovA tui F1«(U* 
were admitted as sialee into the Union. 
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CHAPTER XXn. 



WAK WITH 1 



We have ilrMdr reUtod how tb* adTentiiTcni* Ia Salle, when 
cndi'STotiriiig to establiih a colonj at Uis mouth of the Mwivippi, 
nuahrak hii reckoning, and entered the bay of Matagorda inttead. 
Thu gaTe the French nation a claim to Tezaa. The fort tnult hj 
the uufortBQBta La Salle waa aoon demoliabed by the Indiana, and 
the SpanianU from their neighbouring Mexico dijpated alto the 
French light of poueaiion, thcf Hm™!"; the vhole of thia coast aa a 
portion of their own territery. 

The first permanent aettlement of tha white* in Texaa waa hj th« 
SpanianU, in IdU, when, under San Antonio do Bexar, the fort of 
that name waa eilabliahed. In 1719 alao a colonj aettled there from 
the Canary Iilea. Variou* miaeionary (tationi and military poata 
were alao sitabUabcd at different places, ao that the Spaniards became 
the BHurad possessors of the conntrj, with an increaaing population. 
The missionary station*, unlike the simple log hnta and chapelaof the 
early French jesnita, were nuHire fortressea of atone, the churches 
decorated with image* of saints and paintings, and sormotinted by 
enonnoua towers. The ruins of several of these vast erections still 
remain in Tsrious part* of Texas, and produce a very striking eflecl^ 
especially in aconatry where the traces of civilised lillg are ao scanty. 
The Spanish population of Texas was, however, inconsiderable at tha 
time of the Mexican rovolDlion in 1810, owing to the incarsionsof tha 
savage Co m anch es and other Indian tribes, and to the police regulations 
of the Spanish government. As regards the relative positiou and 
feelings of the Mexican government and that of the United States^ we 
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mcnt with a fudiral coastitation similar lo tliat of tliu UuiUyl StuU'&. 
fiat SoQlA Aona woi not a svcoud Washiutftou; the coDatitutiuu 
became mitivertcd, aud he the miiitaiy tjrant of the couutr}'." 

Having given this brief iikeUh of the conditiou aud govenimGnt of 
Muiicu, we DOW ictum to Texas. When, iu 1803, iJie Uoitt^ States 
purchajiMl Louisiana fruui France, the disputed claim to Texas became 
traiufeiTcd to titan, and in 1818, when Florida wo« granted to them 
bj Spain, they ceded to that covntr; their claims to Texas as a [M>r- 
tioD of Mexira. But although they had resigiied theii claim to Tcxa^ 
the United States could not rcaial their natural impulse at citvosioit 
and colocistttion, and, in 1621, furoured by the Mexican authorities, 
who hopc<t that the bold and dctcrminod Anglo-American wttler 
would bu B good defence against the hostile Comoncbes, the first 
altcuipt at tho colonisation of Texas was succesafollf made. Thij 
intended lender of this movement wu Moses Austen, of Durham, iu 
Connecticut, who obtained a grant of laud from the Mexican anlhoritlL's 
for the ■ettlcmcnl of a colony between the rivers Brazasand Colorado. 
Death, prevented Mosef Austin from carrying out his plans, which, 
however, were fully uud must successfully executed by his son, Steven 
F. Auslun. The success of Austen's colony soon alarmed the Mexican 
aulboriticMi and well it might, for these sturdy republicans oiice 
planted there would soon take such Ann rout as to displace any otlicr 
powcasor. Not was it long before evidences of their intentions 
were ■pptrcmL In 182', a movement was attempted by the setlluri) 
of Nscogdoclu* to thmw off the Mexican yoke and to sstablisb u 
republic under the Dame of Fredonio. Tbe attempt was unsueeegsfuL, 
but the Alexican anlhorities were alarmed, more especially as toou 
after some overtures were made on th« part of the Uuitt.'d Status 
govern luunt tc purchase Texas. 

In ] 8.13, there were about 10/)00 Amcricul settlera in Texas i and 
at that time dissatiafsctinD and discontent nct« prevailing largely 
among them. The Spanish Mexicans of the province carried against 
ihcm (Very measure in the government, and when Storen Austen was 
sent to the city of Mexico to petition tat redms, ho was first nc-glccti.'d, 
and then ihrowri into a dungeon. Id 183A Austen was once mure in 
Texas. Theluurpationsof Santa Anna had in the meantime increased 
the public discontent, and tlie Tcxions generally prepared U> throw utf 




the yoke of his despotism. Advcnturcra from the J 
hasttnt-d to take par*, in the appiuaching contest, which eoonrr or loMr 
was sure tu be advontageouE to thcii nation. A provisional ^rem- 
mcnt vaa appointed, tiad Samuel Houston placed at the head of (lie 

In Lli?ccnibei the Tcxian forces, cnder GeneriJ Burleton, beaiegtd 
the Htrang fortress of Alamo and the city of Bexar, -which wu 
garrisoned }>y General Cos and 1,300 Spaniards and Mcxiouit. 
In a few daj's the furtresH woa taken, and the Mexicans obtaiiied 
permission to retire; eo that within a very short time not a single 
Mexican noldier remained east of the Rio Grande. 

^unta Anna, who undcrBtood too well the spirit of the people, do 
sooner saw the stronghold of Bexar taken bj a parly whose par- 
po«es were go adverse to bis oira, tluui he entered Texas in person, and 
wjtli 4,000 men invested Goliad and Bezar, which had imforhuiBtcIj 
been left in the bonds of a vcrj- inadequate force. The attack 
oommcnccdandcontinucdfor several days, the fortress of the Alatnoin 
Bezar being defended by its little band with a courage, says Sanael 
Goodrich, worthy of Leonidos and his Spartans. After having hdd 
out for a coDsiderablo time they sustained a general assault on tlw 
night of the 6th of May. Ihcy fought until Travis, their conunaniler, 
fell, and seven only of the gorrison were left when the place wn» 
taken, and the little remnant was lorn to pieces. Two humoji hdog* 
otily were left, a woman and a negro servant. Among those who 
fell on this terrible oecation was the celebrated Darid Crockett of 
Tennessee, a man well known &am the eccentricity of his tnind and 
the independence of bis character ; he was found surrounded by a 
heap of dead whom he had slain. 

Colonel Fanning, who eommondud at Goliad, by direction of the 
Tcxian authorities evacuated this place on thel7thof March, but had 
■earcely reached tlie o)>en country when they were surrounded by the 
Mexieane with a troop of Indian allies. They defended them- 
mItcs nil day, and killed a great number of the enemy ) during the 
night, however, the Mexicans being reinforced, they were oblind 
to surrender, on condition of being treated as prisoners of war : gtMd 
faith, however, was unknown to Santa Anna, and n. 
in his power than he ordered them to be drawn oat and si 
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handred mvn ^crc thus murdered in cold Mood; one of the MiMiere 
■ajiiig to hi* feilowa. when the inhum&n order \nu gitta, " Thcj are 
goiog to ihoot Hi; let ni fikcc about and not be diot in the back." 
Thii bloody tmgedj, which stamped the Dame of Santa Anna with 
infwnj, took place on the 27lh of March, 1836. 

ThMC direfiil tiding* aroiued, at the eame time, the American hatred 
and ^mpalhy. After this they would not permit Tcxua to remain in 
the hands of m cniel and fUse an enemy. 

SonU Anna, cncooragfd by hie victory and confident of success, 
punned the Tcxiaa army, now under the command of General 
HouatoD, OS file OS San Jacinto, where Houston resolved to risk a 
battle, althoat^h hi* force was les< than 1,000 and the enemy double 
hiti number. This was on the 2Igt of April. The Texians oom- 
mtnced the ntbick, rushing furiously forward to within half-rifle 
diilJincc, with the ominouB battle-cry of "Bemembcr the Alamo!" 
The fury with which thuy assailed the enemy was irresistible, and in 
k'ss than hslf an hour they were masters of the camp, the whole 
.^lL■xican army being kilted, wounded, or prisoners. The following 
day Santa Anna himself was taken, without arms and in disg-uise. 

The plntisibility of this artful leader induced his cnptore to belicTO 
him bfourable to the independence of Texas. At his request he was 
sent to the United States, and had on interview with President 
Jackson, whom he succeeded also in winning, and by whom ho was 
permitted to return to Mexico. No sooner in Mexico than he 
disclaimed his late proceedings and again comracnocd war on Texas. 
In the meantime the tJnil«d States, England and Prance recognised 
the indepcndencii of that oountiy. But her struggle waa not at an 
end; andgaioingiitmigtiiby the contest, the Texians, in 1S41, assisted 
by o body of Anicrican adventurers, proceeded to take posacoaion of 
Sonla ¥(; the capital of New Mexico, lying on the aastem aide of 
the Rio Grande, llii* attempt was nnauccoiaful, but it opened, •* it 
were, a door into New Mexico, and the Americtm foot being once 
planted there, as eUewbere. was but the forerunner of poMCMion- 

In IWl Texas mode application to be received into the American 
Union. Great discDsuon followed) both President Jackson and hi* 
mecMsur, Van Duren, opposed it, on the ground of the existing poaeo- 
ful rclatioot with Mexico, but the grvat body of the AaHcimi people 




were &niiirable to it. The question of annexation was nude tiie 
great test questioti of the foUowtng election, and James Polk and 
George M, Dallas owed their elections to ils auppon. Accordingly, on 
tte 4th of March, 1841. they were iaau^rated, and Texas olrcadj- in 
February had been admitted into the Umoo. llic annexation of 
Texas was of course resented by Mexico, her minister at Washington 
declaring it to he " tha most unfeir act ever recorded in history." 

The conditions of annexation required from the authoritie* and 
people of Texas were as follows : 1st. Thut all questions of boundnrr 
should be settled by the United States ) 2nd. That Texas should give 
up her harbours, magazines, etc., but retain her funds and her debts, 
and, until their discharge, her unappropriated lands; 3rd. That 
additional now states, not ezceeeding four, might be formed <mU 
liaeery if south of lat. SSJ", but if north, mthuut. 

The annexation of Texas led to war ivilh Mexico, la July an 
anned force under Colonel Zachciy Taylor, was sent out to protect the 
new (erritery against the threatened invosioD of Mexico, betides 
which ncgotiatiuns were opened for the adjuutment of the quarrel, the 
United States being desirous of purcbiuing a peaceful bouadary ea 
the Hio Grande and the cession of California. 

Whilst these negotiations were pending with but little hopa of « 
■uccessM termination, a difficulty arose between the United Statas 
and England rcsjiecting the northern bomidary of Oregon. TIm 
brief history of this north-western state is as follows. In the spring 
of 1T92, Captaiu Itubert Gray, of Boston, discovered a rirer to which 
he gave the name of his vessel, tbo Columbia. This was tlw Snt 
knowledge which the Americans had of this river. In 1804.1, ]!««■•, 
Lewis and Clarke, under the commiaaion of tho Amencon goveramenti 
explored this river &om its mouth to its source. After ths year IMS, 
the ceunlry wm occupied by various fir companies. Those are tha 
circumslances upon which the United Statas based her claims to tha 
tenitory as for as 54° 4()'. But English merchants being settltd in tha 
uaantiy, England also asserted her claim, and a discussion of rigbbinaA 
chums ensued, which became so hot on both side* as even to thrcuen 
war between the two countries. Fortunately, however, tlu ^ 
was amicably adjusted by tho treaty of 1S4G, by which the 49tlt di 
became the frontier of the United Slates to the north, Tuoonnr'a 
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Ltkod wu whoUj reliuquisbcd tu the Britihli, t 
of ua* igntion in the Columbia vaa coniXMltd- 

Wot with Mexico continticd through the whulc of 1^40-47, and in 
Maj of the foUoniiig year, left the AniericaoE in quiet poHsetsioa of 
tie noillLcm proTiiieea ol' Mexico ptojier, a vast and unportont terri- 
tory iocluoiog Mew Mcxiuo, Utah, and Cotifonuo. The inddenta at 
the war wen) of an adventuroua and romantic character. The n on- 
derfully varied nod iropicol character of the couuti;, tod \be wild 
and gncrilU kind of vrarlari' amid Bcruei rendered memorable in the 
old chiTalrooa iuja ol Spanish glory and enterprise, gave an eitra- 
ordjnar^ charm to a viaz which perliapn csnaot be juatiEed on iilriet 
prindiitc* of Chriitian morality. Young adTenturcra flocked to the 
armies of Gonerab Wool, Keamej, and Taylor, impatient to take 
part in a enterprise which was dangcrooa and excitiiig in the higheM 
degrt«. It is said that when the ucnH of the imminent danger of the 
anuy on the Kio Grande reached the United Stiilcs, that everywhere 
fonng mru huleaed wntward to defend their brethren, hght the 
Mexicana, oud pu»b forward for the Holla of the MontezomuB ; and 
that Prencott's work, the "HiBlory of the Conquest of Mexico," h«ing 
jut, then published and univcnallyrcad, givatly increased the on- 
thiuiabm. 

In Aiiril, W47, Penblo, the aceond city in Mexico, was taken by the 
Americans under General Soott, and in the following September, the 
gnind city of Mexico itself- " Three hours before noon," aayi Mra. 
Witlord, who seema to have the ■irongrst sympathy with this war, 
"General Scott made hia entrance, with escort of cavalry and flourish 
of tnuiipcts, into the conquered city of the Aztecs. TTie truupa tor 
four-nnd-twcnty hours now suffered from the anarchy of Mexico nun> 
than btT pruwcsB hod been abie to inflict. Two thousand convicts let 
loose from the prisops attacked themfWnn the house-tops, at the tame 
tfano entering iiouscs and committing robberiea. The Mexicans 

k<AHistiDg, tbew fcUowB were quelled by the morning of the Idth. 

" Gencnl Scott gave to his army, on the day of their cntranee into 

IHciiM, mrmorablc orders concerning their diMapUoc and behavimir. 

!t dimpling that conipenip* and riginicnu b* kt^t logeUtef, he 

■ Let thcrw be no disorders, no stniggUng, no drunkcnneef. 

f fnniabcd by caart-martiaL Ail the ntlea M 
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honourably obBervpd by the glorious nrmy in Peobla muat be aWr 
here. The honour of our country, the honour of our army, call for 
best behaviour from all. The valiant most, to win the approbat 
of God and their country, be sober, orderlj', and merciful. His nt 
brethren in arms will not bo deaf to this hssly appetil from tl 
commander and Iricnd.' 

"On the 16th, he called the army to return public and prit 
thaiilts to God for victory ; and on the 19Ui, for the better prcMt 
tion of order and suppression of crime, he proclaimed ma^tul 1 
Thiu protected by the American army, the cittzcns of Mexico « 
more eecure from violence, and ftum the fear of robbery and mnii 
than they had ever been under llicir own flag." 

NordoestliisstafcroontftppeBTtobeoTerdrawn. An English wril 
on Mexico, who was in the country the two years foUo-n-ing the » 
dates Uie commencement of an improvemenl in this degraded pM 
from the American invasion. " Nothing," says he, " could exceed 
Jealous snspicions witli which the Mexicans formerly regarded ot 
nations, more particularly perhaps the people of the United Stai 
The hatred and rancour with which the very name of Amerioan f 
mentioned vrhile hostilities were in progress, were immeamnl 
But at the present time kindly feelings are being fostered witi 
large proportion which will lead to happy results for both conntfu 

" In respect of the broad principles of commerce, prodnolioiu ■ 
restrictions, the intercourse of Mexico with other nations h^ 
present led to but few salutary rcsulta, l^xclusivenoss and aho 
■ighled mispidon still remain the governing features of theircomm 
eiul policy; liberality, innovation, and improvment, being carcfa 
guarded ogainsl. Foreign productions of importance are excluded 
ruinous, and the countrj- is effectually protected against bonotiT»1 
traffic, though left open to the lawless proceedings of swindlers a 
■mugglers of every grade," 

" When the Americans marched upon the interior of the country 
after gaining every battle on the outskirtn, said an intelligent Mexiei 
who had been seized upon by the American army and compelled 
•crve na a guide, " Ihe most horrible ideas of thetr cruelty and ran 

* R. U Mil 



■(IB-17.) UEIICIH IDE\1 CONCEBSIRO tSfi AUIBICA^ia. 340 

citj were wt afloat. As thcj drew near the capital, we were giveu 
to understand that there wm ho torture nor disgraeo to which tiiey 
would not subject the iohabitaDts, if ihej couqocred ub. The pricsta 
made thenuclves parlicularlf butj in inflncncing the miodB of the 
people ia ctery port of the city against them, and membere of the 
aecular clergy went from house to house of the wealthier dassee, to 
oroiue their zeal aguintit the invaders, and to procure sums ot money 
for tha benefit of the cause. It was gcaentUy bcUeTcd that ourene- 
mie« were neither more nor leu than a kind of moiuters, permitted by 
heaven ta visit us aa a judjpneDt upon our crimca and neglect of the 
holy church. 

*' ' For my own part such a dreadful idea of our enemies hod token 
pOMMiion of me, that I could neither eat nor sleep ; 1 was like one 
bereft of his KnK« ; every avenue of my mind weined cloM'd but that 
of Icnr. Sleeping or waking, I was haunted by iho image of our 
Vivad«ra, and I was in tb« act of making a precipitate retreat at the 
Domunt I was turronnded by Mvcrul hostile soldiers. But, above all, 
wo* a popular horror aaaoaialed with the American geuemls. The 
people were taught to belicre them (ho most atroeioua imiwrsountions 
of cruelty and rapacity which it was possible to imagine. It was 
reportid that they hod sworn to hang every Mexican who should fall 
into thi.-ir hands, and that they had approached the capital with the 
mat maliciuus determination to wreak their vengeance upon it.' The 
Mexican prisoner related, therefore, that when he found himsctf in 
the bonds of such dreaded foes ho was in momentary expectation of 
being shtl or hanged, and could not at first undenCand why his vxo- 
cation wss delayed. Still tnoro was ho astonished when he beheld 
the .\iiiericau generals thunsclvcs. Instead of fierce tyrant* with 
MMoudthinty visages, a« ho had been taught to regard them, he 
licid, hv said, two agrreable-Iookiug, fair men, with paternal coun- 
ilo manners. Gmrrat Scott made a good impres- 
i but General Taylor altroetcd by his unassuming dignity and 
d by his flrtuness. 

V continued thisnarmtor, Mhslmanyof my eouutrymeu 

a great rvspect for the pcojilo of the Cniled Slutta ; they have 

I'lT officers were kind instead of cruci to u* j Uiey 

d our huuHs and our properly ; ih«y were just to our ttoro- 
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keepers. Indeed, in many reipecta, our city has had cauae to n^nt 
thfl period -when they -went away.' Tlie cruelties of the Mexiouu is 
this Bti-uggle were of the most unapming character ; every Amcricui 
or Tcxian who woa captured wtu killed in sotae ruthless huisikTi 
their dead and mangled bodies being left to be recognised by thnr 
friends. It was their practice," says Mr. Mason, " to extort by the ttiaat 
brutal threats and nnlicciiJied conduct, the money and properly of 
individuals unfortunate euough Xa be iu their vicinity, or fsiliog thii 
to outran their fumilies, or gocrifiee them to their mean revanga. 
They exhibited the utmost baseaess and duphoitj in all atten^)ta ai 
compromiso and interchange of prisoncra; and they stripped u^ 
plundered the bodies of the American dead left on the field of battle. 
burning and disfiguring them in the most bmtal maii&er. 

"The generosity of the American general «hinc« in happr con- 
trast nntli these deeds of their encnues. A lat^ party of wuundnl 
Mexicans were left in the hospilul totally unprovided fbr on Uu 
i*etreat of Santa Anna's army irom Boena Vista, where the Americaitt 
gaincdasignalvictoryinFcbruory, 1^7, and which in fact made then 
masters of the northern provinces of Mexico Proper. In the disa«bvn 
lilgiit which followed this defeat, hundreds of the wounded mn U 
by the wayside to be drowned by the waters, even before dealli, aa4 
numbers who had escaped unscathed in the battle, peruhed oa tb* 
march in the agonita of thirst and hunger. On General Ta^kr 
becoming acquainted with the f^t, he despatched such Bedk^ 
assistance as be could spare, together with between thirty and ftalj 
mules laden with provisions, to their assistance. This, it is Aid, baof 
onlyone instance out of nutuy tliat might be recorded to the credit of tbe 
.Ajoericans." And no more than what is right; for the Ameritaa^ 
though cliargenhle with an aggresuvc spirit in many cases, witli t 
greed of territory and a lust of colon isaliou, like their old Allg1»- 
Norman ancestors, were yet Christiana, and it is by this CbriatialUtJ 
alone, which the conqueror must never forego, that the citiaoDBof tb 
United States will in process of time extend themselvM ov«r tha 
whole of the wesUrn hemisphere. 

Wo have heard above the testimony of a Mexieaa to the el 
of the American invaders. And as regards the moral state of N 
wo will give an average staCcmeDI of the amount of crime for on 
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Beudca vhicb, alxiut 900 dead bodies are fonod in the street! and 
buburlte annually, the caose of vhich is nerer knoim and TDTcly 
inquired into. In the above list of crimea ii firand Titriol throwing, 
tvbich probably is uew to tame at oai reoden, bnt it m common in 
Mi'iico, u the above DUthar auorct us, tbnt ita appalling erideacea are 
frequently Tiaible in the itnicts ; and not only among the lover dasnea, 
but among the wi«Ithy, who h^ve fallen Tictinw to the dcmonaic Ten- 
geancc of these ignorant and brutal people. 

The toldng of Mexico was the criiis of the war. Bat thongh the 
enemy'* capital was in the hands of the Amerirans, they moilo uae at 
their conqncat for no other purpou than to establish peaee. In vain 
Santa Anna endeavonrcd to carry on the war ; bis power was goue for 
tha pi«s«ut, and in October, being abandoned by his troops, he once 
more bccoine a fugidYc. In the following Fcbntsry a treaty was laid 
beforo congress, and on the 2tKh of May, the tnalj being signed 
bctwren the two nations, peac« was declared to the AniGriean aimy 

The Ktiimlations of the treaty were, that Mexico should be cvacaa- 
Icd within three months, priBoner* on each side released, and Mnieaa 
coptturs made by the Indians within the limits of the United State* 
wen' to be rwtored. These limits, u they affect Blexico. begin otl ' 
month of the Hio Grande, and proceed thence along the deepest 
uf thnt river to the soulhem boundary of New Meiieo. From 
to the Pacific they follow the river Ocia and the southern hoi 
of Upper (Uifomio. TheUoited States might, howerer, navigate the 
Colorado helow the entrance of its affluent the Gt-U. If it were fuond 
Uutd judged expedient to constmet a cBoal, rood, or rmOw^r 
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aloDg the Gcla, both nadona were lo nnite in ita ccnstraction ud 
irard^ to participate in its advantages. The navi^tion of the 
to be obstructed by neither nation. Meiiean citizens within the 
of the relinquished tcrritoricH of New .Mexico and Upper Calibt 
be allowed a yeor to make their Bclcction whether they vronld coi 
Mexican citizens and remove their property, for 'which cTenr fi 
was to be furnished, or whether they would remain and bi 
citizens of tlie Uiuted States. The United Slates stipulated to ra 
the incursions of ail the Indian tribes within its limita Bgaini 
Mexicans, and to return all Mexican captives hereafter Duulo b 
Indians. In consideration of territory gained, tho United f 
govensment i^reed to pay to Mexico 15,000,000 dollars, and a 
assume her debts to American citizens to the amount of 3,500,000 1 
Thre« milliona were paid down to Meiieoat once, congress faarin 
preceding winter placed that sum in the hands of the presides 
anticipution of this arrangement. 

Thus was the contest ended, to the incalculable advaataf 
America, and of Mexico likewise, though her benefit will he u 
nearer proximity of a more enlightened government, free institiit 
and an advancing people. 

The territory of Wisconsin was admitted into the American V 
as a state, iu May, 1850. 

A vust extent of coimtiy, as wo have already said, fell into 
hands of the United States goremmcnt. in cunsequcnoo of ita Mdx 
conqaests. An important portion uf this was Utah, so called I 
the tribe of Indians inhabiting it, and wliieh was fbrmed 
a territorial government us early ns 1650. But this rvniarki 
country, with its vast mountain -chains, its dcsorti.iti afflaent raU 
and Its great Salt Lake, together with its extraordinary people. 
Mormons, doserre more than a mera summary mention. The Roi 
Motmtains on the cast and the Sierru Nevada on the west, fbnn 
bomidariesof Utah ; besides these, two lofty chains intersect theoomi 
from north-east to south-west The Great fiosin, a oonsiderabla [ 
tion of which is anndy desert, is an cicvuted vuUey, eompoaiiig i 
western portion of Utah; it is in circuit about I'J.OOO milos, i 
lies about A,OUO feel above the level of Che sea. The great nl 
ot the Colorado, on tlui east, although not fully explored, is nid 
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bo wouderfuUj fertile, uboundinf in wood, and admirably filled for 
thu purpoee« of ogricaltufe. Its Dorthera portioii, and the whole 
diatrict of tho Great Salt Lake, ore fall of natural beaatiea, and 
abundunll}' repay culliYatioD. 

The Great Salt Lake is perhaps the most singiilar featuro of Utah. 
Its form ia iireguliu', in extent it it about scvenly milefl, and coq- 
taina man; ialands. It is extremely colt, and so shallow as cot to 
be available Ibt the purpoaca of navigation, tta wcttcru bankn, 
intcracclcd by rimlcts impregnated with salt and salphor, are totally 
devoid of vegetation, excepting »uch small shrnba as spring op 
among the glittering laline paitielcg, and here the mirage frequently 
diaplajs ita bnlasdc show, as in tho dewrts of the Eott. Fresh 
water and green turf are unknown through on extent of one 
hundred miles, whilu a coating of solid salt incruxts the earth, 
upon w bich the mules pass as upon ice- 'fhis take never fi'oeEes. 
The river Utah, or the Jordan as it is called by tho Mormons, is a 
small river of fresh wator which unites Lake L'tah to the Great Salt 
Lake. Lake Utah, thirty-five miles long, receives the waters of a 
great nninber of fresh-water streama whicb dc*cend from the motin- 
toina, and keep the waters of this lesser lake fresh, although on its 
touthem limits a condderabtc vein of salt hoa been found imbedded 
in the claj. 

These lake* ant about 4,000 feet above the level of the sea. 

Lake Utah, as well as tho river* which flow into it, abound* with 
excellent fish, which with tho chase furnish a oabtialenee M (he 
Indians of this district.* 

Into this dngnlor region, with its snow-capped mountains, its 
elevated valltrys, ita aandy docrts, and salt and snlphorons watorc, 
came, in the ynrlMH, a people whose social and religioUB sjsteni 
furms oa singular an anomaly in the midst of modem civilisation as 
the country itself which they ehose amid the mure Didioary aspect* 
of natun. TIlcM, a* i* well known, are the Mormons. 

The ooratoeawnent of this sect was only eighteen yoai* prcrioos 
t« tho great emigration weitward, and bas become an historical 
cvmL Joseph Smith, the Mormon prophet, a man of low origin, a 

* Qovdrtob's CuiMd a 
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being direotljdeiMDded b«ra the^ later prophets, not only iahi^riled tWa 
divine giftg, but wu eodawed with the tpirituat privilege ot divine com- 
muDicalioD, vliich h« h&d the poner of imparting to othen; ind that by 
meani of theio divine acid miraculaiugifti be and bij foUoiren are brought 
into cloAer oommunication with Christ Ihaii any other body of Chriniaiu. 

Whilxt ir« may be (ure thkt tbeoe Lofty pretensioiu of Joe Smith are 
Talfo 03 regard* their dniiM origin, they, aeverthelcafi, are in their spirilutl 
character akin to that wide-«pr«<id moremenl ot Bpiritual manifesUtion, 
which, within the lut ten yean, hai beooni« ao largely difTjied through 
the religious mind of America, u to ronnone ofthe meet marked and on. 
gular featnrea of the age. Mormonism appears to be the Satanio rade of 
Ihii ■piritiud (utb, or, kt all event*, to have wliat little i^ood it coiitaiiis 
■tran)tely polluted with evil. With all it« daring oaiumptiona and immo- 
rality, it i), neverthelev, based upon the great truth of fpirilunl comtuu- 
nioa wiUi man, the very inner light of which Geor^ Fox yna an apostle; 
but in tha caae of the Mormon^ the spiritual infiuence is assuredly that 
of evil, not good. He light that they poasew it darkneas, and great 
indeed li that darkues*. As rtganls Bmith bimself, it is an interesting 
quastion, what wu Ibe aeoret of that wondorM influence which he 
posa w wsd over such thounod* of fallowers, and by which he was able, not 
only to (brm them into a vwl organised society, but even after hia death 
to Imtc tbam so nnnJy knit tointher thai but little sign of dissolution 
mfipmat vaanffi then. No doubt Smith had great spiritual power, let ii 
prooaid wbtooa U Bight, and if not actually ^fted with the pro- 
pbetio power of Ibe seer, had yet something very like it, fur bis fdlowen 
dtclar* that be distincUy foretold the time and manner of his denth, ft 
Uiat when it occurred, the sect, instead of being diubcartened and brukan 
up, only reganlad It as tba toccmplishment of a divine ordination, as a 
teslimony to tlui truth of tbeir laith, and other men of a like spirit with 
Sinilh took hit place. 

Tha Honuuua, in the jmt 1338, ectablished themvlvt* and bnill a 
temple al Kirtland in Ohio ; they then removed into Michigan, allarwards 
Into Missouri, whence Ihey were expelled on the ebarge of an attempt lo 
awMstnste Ifaa ganrnar. From Hiaouri they removed into IlliTuiis, 
whence tliay were again driven out by the Inhahitanla. In this last stale, 
however, thajr remained Long enough lo fuund a dtjr called Nauvoo, to 
which tbey built, upon Ute One dope of a bill, a vast and magnlficeDt 
tMuyie in ft barbaric style of arobliecture, according, as they asaerteiL to 
2 a 2 
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directiotu laid down iu the book of Monaon, the effect, bovreret, of irhUk 
ftas extremely impodag. Monnoaism Boumhed. The wealth Bud popi^ 
latioD of the commuaitj mcreita.>d greatly. Smith was not only Ptv^t 
and High Priest but Mayor of Nauvoo, and even, it is said, offered hiB- 
eetf as candidate for the PreiiideiiUhip of the Union. At Nbuvoo tbo it 
iru that the grossest feature of Mormonbim £rat rerealed itself — Smitl) 
pretended tlint he bod re<.-eiTed a reTelation allowing hini to have many 
wives. This and other thiagg roused the pnbtic indignatioii, and Ju 
Smith and hia brother, on the charge of having been ooncemed in tohbaj 
nud murder, were lodged in prison at the town of Corlhsge ; and whils in 
prison were themselveB murdered by a band of a hundred men wi» 
forcibly entered in disguise for that purpose. Although this outrage wu 
as great ai that for which the Mormon loader vmx incarconled, the public 
iadigaation continued to be so unabating against them, that tbo fuUoBinj 
year the Mormons sold all their possessions in lUinois, deserted their aij 
and temple, and again, like the chUdroQ of Israel of old, conuueuoed Ihcit 
wanderings in the wilderness, their chosen head and prophet on ths dettta 
of Smith being Brighom Young, the son of an Eosleru Slates* hrmtf. 
After a long and arduous march of a,000 miles, amid dilBciulUca wd 
dangers aud the endurance of many suflerings, and having cnased Ik* 
Uocky Mountains, they reached the Great Salt Lake, on the tbrtUA tbon* 
of which they settled down as in a land of Goehen. Here a great fow- 
{lerity again commenced for them ; their numben incTEased saitiHllT, 
and even lo early as 181G they were able to furnish 500 voluiiieera tor Um 
Meiiran itnr. 

In 1850 the Mormons of Utah numbered about 30,000. They po- 
tessed a large city, twelve miles in circumference, the housea of irbioh 
were of brick, with a temple built of stone, on a still more ma^niAeaU 
scale than the forsier, and the plan of which, it la aMterled, naa renaled 
to Brigboin Young in a miraculous dream. About 13,000 in 
that time resided in the city, the remainder having ealablished U 
OD the banks of the Jordan, which river, as we han nid, ooaoeaU l«k« 
Utah with the Great Salt Lake. 

'Whatever evil apperlaini to the Mormons, they may be regardad m 
ioitrumenl* of good ; at leait, in one re«pect, they prepare U» dwert itar a 
more orderly population. Immediately on taking poacarioa «f Um eedl 
they began locullivale it^ and though thecUmate, alucliuotbarinMirHj 
Mdubriaiu, was found too severe for the growth of Indian oorn, yet Uio 
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ground producKl KTcnty-STG bushels of itbmt per scro, ktid tbDndsnl 
crop* of fine paUtoei. Sun beins nre ia the country, irristtion wu 
naciaaary, oT wbich ■ oompleto ■jalem wa* commenced ; bendm tiiU, on 
the (traMiu which deicend from the mounUiiu were erect«d oom and 
uw milli, wood being ererjiwhera tbuoduit for thia purprne. Thcj alto 
eatobliahtd tran foundrie* and Tarioiu muubctoriea, and be^n to work 
the Doal minoi. The; dug owalt and built bridges. Tbej eslabliihrnl 
regular naili wilb San Francisco, on the Fadfic, and Now York, on the 
AtUotia ; public bathi, mpplied from the hot Rpriogs of that volcanic 
ngioD, mra e««cted in the city, also a unirerst;, where lecluiet on the 
iKritiwww. eoolhrmable to Mormon viewi, WBre dotiTered. 

The Ilonoon goTcmment is a bierarch; ; and the one groat doctrine 
which i* improMed upon the people is submisrion in all things to the 
priesthood; neverthelea, »11 lects and opinion* are tolerated amongst 
Ihem. If all be true which i> i«id of their sodal life, morality auumgst 
them ia at a very low ebb: and from this cause, if from no other, the 
downfall of Mormonlsm i* certain— for in this toij immorality lie the 
seeds of nodal disorganisation and niin. Nevcrthclen, acoounts are con- 
tradictory eten on thi* head. Mm Bramer, fur instance, ttates, on what 
*h» oonaidMtd good anUwrity, "that the habit* and organisation of the 
Mmmunity were socording to the Christisa moral code, and eilremelr 
peveta." Whatever it ma; be, however, whether it imni>t«n to the evil 
or the Kood in bumau nature, there aeema to be a Tsiy popular element iu 
Ihlormoniim), for it reckon* about 100,000 memben within its pale, both in 
Kurop* aud Amencs, and those in Europe Mem to be rapidly removing 
tbomsdie* to this New Jenimlem on the banks of the Great Salt Lake 
One csitw of Ihcdr suocasa, doubtlaai, ii the wonderful sydem of organi- 
latioD which prwub amongit them. They do not allempt to eaUblish their 
nttlemenl* •ooonling to the neually independeut mode of individual and 
ordinary squttlcn. but aoeording to a plan of organised industry, and the 
reuill astonishM all. Oaptaln Slansbury, in hi* Survey of Uub, thus 
denribe* the mode which they adopt tar the founding of a new town. 
" An tcpcdilion b aant out to Mplore tb« country, with a view to Uw 
*el*eti(Ni of Um bert nl*. Ad tU«r of the cburoh i* thm apprinled i« 
yriatile Ofw Um bukd designated to make the Srat imprDvemcat. This 
compuy i* Minpoaed partly of volnnteer* and partly of such as are 
•eleet«d by tb» PrMidencyi due rvgard being had to a proper lnt«rmiiiure 
ofnMe)mieiI>rtinB*,tonad(r tfae «^editioo tadepmdinit to all with- 
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out." And EtiU furihcr to illustrsto this Bystem, we trill «xtnct a 
given by the author of s very oomprolieDsiTe article on Itonnoniem ial 
"Edinburgh Keview," and to which wa are ah^ady iiidebt«d : — " la ■ 
pany of upwards of 100 wagons I was sent on a misaoD with G. A. StM^ 
one of the Twelve, to Iron County, STO miles south of S^t X«1ce, in te 
depth of winter, to form a settlement lo the vnlley of Little Salt Un, 
now Porowan, aa a preparatory step to the nuDufu^tQrtag of iron. Ite 
some difGculty in getting through the anon, we arrived safe and mra^ '» 
the Talley. After looking out a looaUon, we formed oar wagons l»i« U> 
parallel Unea, aome seventy paces apart ; we then teolc the box«B Ihm ifel 
wheels add planted them about b couple of pacei from eoob ottw, ■ 
■ecuriog ourselves that wo could not easily be taken ftdvsatage of tr Hf 
unknown foe. This done, wo noxt ran a road up the rariae, opcni^ it M 
a distanoQ of eome eight miles, bridgiog the creek in gome irv cr it 
places, making the timber and poles, of which there b aii iUMM 
quantity, of easy auoeas. We next built a large moeting-hotuev two (MIm 
high, of large pine-trees, all neatly joined together. TPs Best boil • 
square fort, with a commodious cattle-yard inside the iaclomiit. Ikt 
houses were some of hown togs, others of dried hricki, kU aomM latA ««■ 
fbrtoble. We next inclosed a Geld, Sve by three miles square, ftith » gval 
ditch and pole-fenee. Wo dug cansla and water-ditches to Uie -^HnttT-^ 
thirty or forty miles. One canal to turn the water of another onck ^* 
the Held for irrigating purposes, wu seven miles long. We btuh ■«>• 
miH sjid a grist-mill the same season. I have not time to tell jan W 
the labours we porfurmed in one season. SitfCce it lo ebj, that what He 
governor came along in the spring, he pronounced it the groatosl nA 
done in the mountains by the some simount of men." 

This system of judicious organisation, by wliii'h hn pPoi^r plMi it 
sppobled to every mnn, has been (arried througliout the MnmMn bbx- 
menLi, and much of thoir success may be attributed to thia mu*. lb 
march from Missouri to the Great Salt Lake wis conducted ea tto 
tystem. Capt^n Kane, who was ou eye-witnen, dewtriboe 3,OUQ i^noa^ 
auoDg whom were many women and children, jounioying ^xvm M 
UuknowQ and wilderness country with all the discipline of a v e ter a a arm. 
" Every ten of tbeiF wagons was under the aire of a capteiu ; thb <^^ 
of ten obeyed a captain of fifty ; who in his turn obeyed a nunaber of Ibi 
High Council of the Church." 

The great route to the western stntca of Oregon and CUifixnla br (te 
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Eoulh P»», runs ibont riity mile* north of tliia city of the Mormons, imd 
one eUII nearer nu; be Ultec. The mhibiUtQU supply the trarellcrs with 
fresh mulea, oxen, mi prorifdoni for the journey. The road of Indo- 
pendeno* west of Ibe Bockj Mounlaiiu b gooi, and the number of 
traveller* which frequent it immeDse. The MormDoa baxe wt*bli«lied 
ferry-lxmte on the Pklto «Jid Green Rirers." 

AlreaJv, ia 1850, thoy potilioned congress for »dmisrion into the Union, 
under the dentition of the Stat« of Dcseret, a nunD taken trom their 
Book of Mormon, bat u yet they rank only u & territorial ^vcmment ; 
Ilrigtuun Young bein^ Appointed Gov eroor and Superintendent of Indian 
ofliiirs, which otBoe he held till the year 1S57. 

It ii atated in the "Amerioan Almanac" that the following rtatiirtia of 
Mormoninn were publlihed in the " De«ret Kewii," at Salt lake Cily, in 
ISnt. The Uonnona have about 9S minionariea in Europe, and an equal 
number in Asia, Africa, and the PaoiBo Ijlee, besides large numben of 
natite dden in varioui Qeldi of lahour, and a oraridoable number 
Kitt«r«d throughout the United Stotei and Briluh Amerin. Tbey have 
one newipapor in 8<Ut Lake Cily. inwDg 40OO oopie* weekly; one in 
Liverpool, Ijeaing 22,000 weekly ) one in SwaoMa, South Vales ; one in 
Copenbageo, ia tfael^iib I>angna0ei one in Australia; one in India; 
and one in Swilurtuid, in ihe Freoab laaguage. The " Book of Mormoa" 
ha* been trandated and publithad in the Wsish, Daainh, Frenoh, Gpnuao, 
and Italian langui^ea. The ititeinent claims that there wat near holf-a- 
million memben of the uhurch aoatlerpd oiar Uie world. 

Aa the Monnonf inoreucd in numbers and in power, their growing 
iTOTnorality — the outngea committed by tbe Mormon govomor, Brigbam 
Young, and hia fallowau led to the iiil«rferenc« of the FwUral Ouiem* 
ment. On lEaroh 30, IB£7, Ur, Drunimond, one of the Juitioca of the 
Utah Territory, reai^pted hia oUlu of judge from the impuBiibilily of 
neouting th« lawn A new governor wa* theniton appcnnled in Ibo 
plaoe of Brigham Toong, and other ftdenl ofllcen in tho place of thow 
who, consulting their afety, bad volunlarily withdrawn from the t«rrttory. 
On tbi* Dm Hortnona uiuinad a hoalila attitude, and, in the words of the 
Pmideat Ib Ua lart mniMflni "Tn Ue ISth of September, lftj7, 
Oovemor Tomg brned Ui praelamaticm, in Ibe ityle of an indqiendent 
Sowreign, annoaneing hia poTpaaa to reaist b]r Ibrce of arm* tha ontrjr of 
the Uailad SMaa (roopi into our own Tarritarr of Utah. By thit bo 
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required all tlie forcoe io the Territory to ' hold IhenuelTM ii 
march at a mamenl's natice to r«pol any and all nich iai 
established martial law from ila dale throughout the Territory. 
proved to be no idle threats. Porta Bridger and Supply were tboIi 
burnt down by the Mormons, to deprive our troops of » ilieltM 
their long and faliguing march. Orders were issued by Daniel H. ' 
B'.jling himralf ' LieatcDBnt-Ooneral, Nauvoo Legion,' to rtAinped 
atiitimla oC the United States' troopa on their march, to set St« to 
trains, to bum the grass and the whole country before ibtna uid m 
tUnks. to keep them from eleopiog by night mrprises, and to blookw 
road by felling trees and destroying the Tords of rivem, Aa. 

" These orders were promptly and etTeotually obeyed. On the ■ 
October, 1857, the Mormons captured and burned, on Green Rintr, th 
our suppty-tnuns, consisting ofneventy-I^Te woigonB loaded irith i«o* 
and tenia for the army, and drove aivay several hundred ■-■ih-jn. 
diminished the supply of provisions so raaterijilly that Geoeral Job 
was obliged to reduce the ration, and even nith this precaution tha 
only suQideDt left to subsist the troops until the l«t of June. 

"Our little army behaved admirably in their enoampment at 
Bridgcr under these trying privations. In the midst of the moon 
iu a dreary, unsettled, and inhoepitnble region, more than a thoi 
mil69 l^m home, they passed the severe and inclement wint«r with 
murmur. They looked forward with conGdenoe for relief tt<m 
country in due season, and in this they were not disippoiated. 

"TheSecretaryor War employed all his energies to Torward Iha 
necessary supplies, and to muster and send such a military Ibroa to 
as would render rexistjince on the port of the Mormons hopelesa, and 
terminate the war without the eSbsion of blood. Id his eflbiti 
President was elBciontly sustiuncd by Congress. They granted apfni 
tions BU&ioient to cover the delitieacy thus necessarily cr««,ted, and 
provided for raising two re^ments of VDluol«ers. Hifipily, (fam 
DO occasion to call theao regiments into service. . . , 

"The whole wisdom and eoonomy or sending sufficient HiiDf)>rOHi 
to Utah are established not only by the event, but in the opioioD nti 
who, from their podtion and opportunities , are the moat oajiahl* of t 
lag a correct judgment. General Johnston, the cominaadw ■( 
foreas, in addressing the Beoretary of War from Fort Biidgw, a 
October IS, 1SS7, expresses the opinion thai 'uoIcm a lacga I 
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bore, from the nsliira of tha country, » protrwted war on their (ihe 
Monnoaf') part ii ioeriUble.' , . . 

"Id the meuttime," «id Ihe PratideDt, "it wu m; anidona desire thnt 
the MtHmooi thoald yield obediBDce to Ibe ooTuUtutioD and the luwB, irith- 
out rcndorioft it neoeaNr; to reiort to militu-j foroe. To kid in »ccom- 
plixbing thii object, I deemed it tdviaiUe in April loat to deapslch two 
didtinguiibed citiieni of the Utiil«d States, Uenn. Powell tod H'Collocb, 
to Ulah. They bore with them > procUmBtuui mddrened hj myxU to 
'Jm inhtbitoute of Utah, dated on the 6th dajrof that mooth, warning 
tbtm of their true oundition, and how hopelen it wu on their pvt to 
pereirt in rebellion against the United Statue, ud offoring all those who 
aUoiiM lubmit to the lewi i full pardon for tbeir pait wditions >nd 
trcMoni. At llie nine time, I assured those who should persist in rebellion 
•gMQit tbe United Slalea, that they mist expect no further lenil;, but 
look to be rigemuly dealt with according to their deserte." 

TbcN Mounar; meuures produced the happiest re«ult«, and tbe 
Freodeait eonoloded \>J saying-:—" It aifords me greet atbfaclion to etat« 
that Oovenor Cumming has performed bii duty in an able and cooalia- 
torj maotier and with tha happiest eS'eot. I cannot in thii connection 
refhtin from mentioning tbe valaable serrioea of Colonel Thomu L. 
Kane, who, from motive* of pure benerolence, and witbont any official 
charaoUr or peciiniarr cotnponsation, mited Uuh during the lait in- 
clement winter for the purpoea of contributing to the paciflcatioa of the 
tarritoTT. 

"I am happy to inform yon that the GoTcmor and other eiril oQlccr* 
of Ulah ar* now porforming their appropriate fu notions without rvaO- 
uoe. The authority of tbe eonatitution and the laws has been fully 
rMtored, and peace prenil* tiiroughout tbe territory. 

"A poTl«m of the troop* sant la Ulah are now encamped in Cedar 
TaDej-, forty-foar milea aoath-wcit of Salt Uce City; and tbe remainder 
hat* bean ordered to Oregon to tapfnm Indian hovtilitioi, 

"The naroh of tha tray to Salt Lake City, through tbe Indian torri- 
lory, hM bad a powerful efleot In reatraining the hostile fottinga agaioM 
llie United Statoe, which existed amoDg the Indiani in that region, and 
in securing emigrant* lo the far W«t a^-minit Ibelr dopradaUona. Tbia 
will aUo be lb* iMaiiii of MUblbbing military post* and piODOtlng vtUa- 
Denia along Uie route." 




CHAPTER xxm. 

CALIFOBXIA — LATEn EVENTS IS AMEBlCASf HMTORT. 

Thb AmeKcan sliile of Ciititbi'Dia, a portion of the Mexican t 
California, came, on wo liave oln^y auid, into tbo poMCHton a 
United StatcB througli their Mexican cooqucKU, oad, a* the < 
liaa pruTed. has iupplicd an impartant epoch not only ia the hi 
of the United Stotes, bat of the world itself. 

The first discoverer of Upper Caiiforuia was Sir Fnmcia Dnl 
theyearlS79,wbi.'0,hatii])[ doubled Capo Horn, he coasted thsPi 
shore in the rain hope of di*coverin|; a passage to the Atl«iitioO 
and took poasusaon of the oouutrj', to which he gave the mu 
New Albion, ia the name of his soTercign, Uuecu Elicaboth. Tha 
cover;, however, not being followed up bj colonisntion, tbe Ebj 
lost tbe right of possession, which was claimed b; the Spaaiaic 
a portion of the couqacats of Cortex, nliioh wera prior to tlw 
coTery of Sir Francis Drake. 

In 100:1, Philip III. ofSpain sent oat Sebastian Vi«caino to axai 
the coast of Upper California in scorch of suitable horboura tar 
ISpaniith East India ships. He discovered and took poncastoa of 
Diego and Monterc}', giving on his return glowing deacriptiai 
tbe beauty and fertility of tbe country. 1'ha bpauiuxla, hawt 
niado but Uttlc progress in colonisation, owing in part to tba 
tiUty of the natives. Their principal, and in fact flrat pennw 
settlemool was at San Ditigo, but the coast, ncvcrtholcaa, wwi 
quentod by their ships on account of its valuable pc«rl-Sab«n 
Although the Sponudi govomnicnt did not cooiider the ooIoiumi 
. of Upper Culifurnia worth the czpcnae, prietta of th« C^aacii 
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order MUb!Uhcd soveml muaioniiry Btutioiu, in the hope of con- 
verting the natives. TncDty-one sUtiona wt're tbiu formed on th« 
moat fertile land*, each occupying aboot fiftom •quare mile*. The 
building) of those stations tvere contained in an eDclomre of adobe or 
tun-dried brick. To tbe principal miMknu waa attached a. pn«tdio, 
where was a qnadrangular fort, in which inia placed a company of 
toldien for tbe protectiiMi of the mittioiiaHeB, EUid to assist tucm aUo 
in bnnging the rciruotorj nativee under their influence. The result 
wu, that abunt half tbe Indiana in tbu mlMionaiy district become 
nominal ChriatianB and menial labonrers at the siune time. Tbe vcn' 
constitution of these nusuions, however, was calcntatrd to prevent 
anr effectual colonisation of the country by tbe whites, inasmuch as. 
whila the nuMiooariea thcmieiies wore monks and nnns, tbe aoldicn 
ut the pTMiidios were not permitted to bring tbtdrwivea with tbemi 
M that hornet did not immediately apring op there aa among tlu 
Winer colonists, who understood by this means how to attach the 
settler at onoe to the HiiL Neither was money allowed to be in cir- 
culation, and the Padn of the miaaian held everything under his 
oontroL As migbt be expected, therefore, these tniiaioni never look 
daeji root in the country, and only the few phkces wheru families 
were allowed to settle, are Iboso in which towns sprung up, of which 
Cindod do Loa Angclce, Son Ihcgo and Son Francisoo were tbe 
I>rincipal, do on* of wfaicb, in the year 1B40, cwnitaiiied 1,000 inhabi- 
lonia. Of tbe gMieral populatioD of Upper California, Huniboldt 
statca, that in 18U2 it oonaistod of t6,A()2 converted Indians and 
1,100 of other cloHM I in 1640 tt is Mtimated that tbe nnmbor of 
wbiica was £,000, of misligoea or mixed 3,000, and of nativea about 
1 H.OOO. From this tine, when the American exploring partiaa, of 
which we lUoU speak presently, had opened ai it were n door into 
these hitherto unknown regions, and the advancing tide of wGatem 
emigration reached its threshold, population began t«pidly to inereiwe ; 
so that the Uon. Butler King states, in bis official report, (hat " in 
1M6 Colonsl Fremont hod liltk difficulty in calling to lun itondard 
soma MO fighting mon, and that, at the cLtM* of ibe war with 
Henoo, from 10,000 to 10,000 American* anil CalifDmions. cxeluiive 
of eonvated Indiana, were then in the territory. Tbe imnugniion 
«( rtiwrifan otiMoia in 1M8| iho yrar blhrwing tha HiaMS at 
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Califomift to the United States, was estimated at 80.000, tint 4 
foreigners at 20,000." 

We are indi^btcd to ^Irs. Willard for the greater portion of fli 
following rapid skoti'li : — 

"This country during the Spanish rule constituted a part of ik 
TiocroyBlty of Meiico or New Spain. When Mexico beetUM i 
federal republic, not finding California sufficiently popoloos to !<■■ 
a Btate, she established orer it a territorial government. The Cdh 
fornians, like the Mexicans, sometimes had their rcTolutions. ui 
declared tliemselves independent i hut they alwars returned agu 
to their allegiance, and till the opening of the vrar between A* 
republics of America ond Mcsieo, thej were governed as a la- 
ritory of the latter. Los Angelea was the seat of the tenitotai 
government i a member of tiie eminent family of Pico wvs at iti 
head, and General Castro, the military chief, made Uooterej' hb 
residence. 

" A few years since the country between the Rocky Klountaia* 
and the Facihc was as little known as the centre of Aft^ea. In 0^ 
years 1803 and 1804, Messrs. Lewis and Clarke, sent out by Ptra- 
dent Jackson, explored the Missouri to its sourcea, croas«d tb 
Rocky Mountains in latitude 47°, then struck upon the head watal 
of the Colambin, and followed its source to the Pacific Ocean. Settle 
inents succeeded these discoveries and those subseqaondy of Ckptait 
Qroy. The purchase of Louisiana from France, in 1&03, carried Iks 
American dominion from the Kfississippi to the heights of the R—jiy 
Mountains. All the country beyond those mountains and south of 
Oregon was, previous to the late war with Alciico, in the poascwn 
of that country, and in 1840 its place on the map of the world was a 
blank. 

"The American govemmcnl in 1838, sent out, chiefly for th* 
benefit of trade and commerce, a naval exploring esptrdition oitder 
Captain Charles Wilkes, to coast the American continent to the soufli 
and weft, and to explore the islands of the Pacific. Captain VTUhm 
was directed to make surveys and examinations of the coa«t et 
tlrcgon and the Columbia River, and afterwanls along tlic Mmt at 
California, with especial reference to the Bay of San FranGMCOi 
After executing this order in August and September, IBII, ha pc*. 
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DouDCcd the Wrboiir of Son Fraucisoi to be ' one of the finest, if 
Qot the very best in the wurld.' The town, theu colled yeiba Suono, 
be said, comisU'd of one large frame buildtiij^, occupied hj Ihv 
HndsoD Bay Cumpuiyi the tUaa uf ou Americoa mci'chaiit, a 
biUiurd-ruum and a bar ; the cabin of a ahip occupiisl us a dnelling ; 
Uaides aut-huusei, few and for bcttveea. The most prominent muu 
in the region wm Captain Sutler, a Swiss bj birth, and once a, 
lieutoDVit io the Swiss guards of Charles X. of France, but who hod 
isunigrated from Missouri to Califoiuia. Having obtained from 
Mexico ft grant of laud thirty leagoes square, he located his resi- 
dence within it and Dear the confluence of the American river with 
the SacTcmento ; hero he built a fort at the junction of the rirers 
and kid ont a town, to which he gave the name of fiuw Ilclvctio, 
but which has since been called $acrement« City. Captain Wilkes 
reported iavoarably of the soil and productions of the country. 

" In 1812, John C. Fremont, at that lime a lieutenant of topo- 
grapliicol engiueers, being urdvrcd on au exploring tour, Itrft 
the mouth of the Kansas in the month of June with a party 
of about twenty. He travelled along the fertile valley of this 
river ; struck olT upon the sterile banks of the Flalte Hiver, fol- 
lowed its South Fork to St. Vrain's Fort, and thence northerly 
to Fort Ijvtunie, on Llie North Fork of the same stream. Follow- 
ing up, tttaa tills point, the North Foric and then its affluent the 
Sweet Water River, he was cuuducted by a gentle ascent to that 
wonderftil gateway in the Rocky Mountains called the South Pass. 
He had found on his lonely wny a few straggling emigrants bound 
to Oregon, but not one to Colifumio. Having explored the vicinity 
of ths South Pass, his orders were execat«d, and be rcturuid. 

"The next yt«r, sgain voder the anspioesof goTetnment, and with 
■ pwty of thirty-nine, he set out earlier in the sesaoa, with special 
ordoia Id examine and report npoo the country between the Kooky 
Mountains and the tine of Captain Wilkes's czploraliuiis on the 
Pacific co^^ Ho now cruued the Rocky Afountaina ftirther santli, 
and where they were 8,000 Ibet in height. Ho then examined and 
laid open, by his report, the region of the Salt Lake, having rtacbed 
that cxtnnrdinary expanse of salt water by following it* btAalilbl 
Kfloentf thn Bear BiTer. 
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vu mnde within <in« month bom that time. The first gold was 
foand in the kiid« of that Capiaiii Sutter whom we have alrpaily 
mcntiaTiFd, on the American Fork of the Sacremcoto, and aJmott 
immcdiatrlj' DncnrardB in Tarious other localitii-s. The poiiscaaion 
of the Tsat extent of what was so latclj Mexican territory-, with its 
framework of sodcty »o diflbrent to that of the United Slates, had 
caused coosidemble anxictj in the minda of taanj Ihongblinl men as 
to the result. It was feared that manj^ yeoni miut paas berori.' a 
auffitieDt number of American ciliccns bad settlod in these new 
lands to Rue the old elements into a eongmous maw, and that before 
this should take place bloodshed and disruption might hare made 
the acquired trrrilmy a dear purchase. Bat ProTidenee, who overrules 
human events for the wisest and hcbt purposes, signallj set at rest all 
these doubts, bj permitting the discovery of the gold, which would 
net OS the moat tempting lure to call awnf, not onl; bom the older 
sliites, but tnm the very ends of the earth, a popaladon which would 
Bt once sweep away tlie old inRuenccs and begin all anew. Gold, 
which in so manj' instances bad been a diro cnrse, was here con- 
verted into a blessing. 

The tiJo of cmigntion aet in. In tbo following year, 184(1. 
30,nitO Kouls from the United States alone emigrated to Cslifamia. 
No outpouring of people in the Middle Ages evca- equalled this. Wo 
will give a litllo sketch of this great movement from the graphio 
and elegant pen oT Bajard Taylor, who saw with his own eje« nliat 
he describes : — 

" Gacrvmcnta dtj was the goal of the emigralion by the northern 
TDute*. Prom the h^inning of August to the lost of December, 
scnrccljr B day passed without tho arrivul of some man or company 
of men and families, from the moanlains, to pitch their tents for a 
few days on tho banks of the river, and rest from tUrir months of 
hardshi]>. The vieissitudea throogh which these paoplo hud passed, 
tbo perils which thej hod encountered, and tho tolls thoy had 
endured, seem to me witliont prooedcnt in histaty. The story of 
30,0«0 simhi acoomplhdnng a jovmcr of raoiv than 3.000 milus 
tbnnigh a aavo^ and hot partially explored wilderness, croasing on 
their way two mnnntnln* equal to the Alps in height and asperity. 
iKsidea broad tracts of bnraiug desert and plains uf Dearly ttpkl 
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and the great body of ihc emigrant* got nnder way, tJiey gradnally 
uithdrcw from the Ticinity of the trail, and belook Ihemsi'lveB to 
fj^uudi which the former did not reach. Ail conflict! nith them 
vcre thm avoided. 

" Another and more terrible scoarge, however, was doomed to foil 
apoD them. The eholera, ascending thu Misunsippi from New Orti^aiig, 
reached St. Lonu about the time of their departure from Iiidcpen- 
doDc«, and overtook tbein before they were fairly embarked on the 
wilderaeaa. The frequent laina of the early spring, added to the 
hardahipa and exposure of their trsTel, prvpari'd the way fur it* 
raTagea, and the fiiat 300 or 100 mites of the trail were marked bj 
grarea. Jt ia eatitnated that about 4,000 persons perished fruin this 

" By the time the oompaniet reached Fort Laramie the epidemic 
had expended its Tiotence, and in the pure air of the elevated region 
they were aaJo (rom further attack. But then the real hardships of 
their journey bc^ao. Up and down the mountains that arise in the 
Sweet Water Valley i over tie spurs of the Wind Itiver chain j 
through the Devil's Gate, and past the stapendoos moss of Rode 
Independence, ibcj toiled slowly up to the South Pass, descended to 
the tjibatoriea of the Colorado, and plunged into the rugged defiles 
of the TampanoEU Mountains. Here the pasturage became scarce, and 
the companies were obliged to lake separate trails in order to End suffi- 
cient grasB for Uwir tewna. Oreafc nnmbers also ■offered immensely 
for wont of food, and wen oompelled to hill their horses and mules 
to ke^ themselves tram starvation. Nor was it unusual for a mess, 
by way of variety to the tough mule-steaks, to kill a quantity of 
rattlesnakes, with which the ntountoiDs aboooded, and have a dish 
of them fried for supper." 

We hare already spaken of the oasistaoce rendered to theae vait 
(rains of advcolorers by the Mormons, then hitelj aettlcd at their 
new city on the Great Salt Lake. "Remarkable," says Bayard 
Taylor, " must have been the aceno which was presented during the 
■nmincr. Them a oommatu^ of religions enthusisata, having esta- 
blished thrmaelves buidc an inhuid sea, in n grand valley shut in by 
snow-capped mountains, 1,000 miles from any other civilised spot, 
and dreaming only of rebuilding the Temple and creating a uw 
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Jonuiiilcin, were arousud bj the odrBnce of theme Tsst pilgivt 
Aad indeed, wiUiout tliia realiug-placc iu mid-joumcy, the 
iugH of the emigrants must liavo beeu much aggruVKted. 
MormonB, however, whuse rich gmin lands in the Taller of Um 
Hiver had produced them abuadance of supplies, were able tu 
sufficient for those whoso supplies were exhauatcd. Two or 
thouBiiud who arrived lato in the scaaoii Kinaiiied In llie till 
wiuter. 

'■ Those wbo vA out for California had the worst yet in aU 
tlu'iu. Crossiag the alteruute sandy wastes and rugg^^ moi 
chains of the Gruat Basin to the Valley of Humboldt's Rlvori 
^ere obUf{ed to trust eBtirely to their worn and frcfuy maiim 
reaching the Sierra Xeviida before the winter snows. The 
wiu scarce and now fast drying up in the scorching hc«t od 
summer. The progress of the emigrants along the Taller of 
buldt's Hiver wiis slow and toilsomo in the e:ilrcme. Thia 
which lies catirely within the Great Biuin, and ha« no coaa 
with the sea, shrinks away lowurds the eud of eumaicr and I 
loses itself in the sand at a place called tlic Sink. Uerw tba ■ 
trail across the desert divided into three branches, many ownt 
Gtoppiog at this place to recruit their exhausted aninuUs, It 
expoHiHl to the dauf^r of being detained thcro the whole winl 
the snows of the Sicrru Nevada. Another Urge body tool 
upper route through Lawean's PbA, which leads to the hand o 
Sacrcmento Valley ; while Iho greater number forhuiittely "*ift 
old and iruTclted trails leading to Bear Creek and the Yuba, by 
of Truckvn Itiver, and to the head waters of the Kio AmerlewHx 
"Alter leaving the Sink of Humboldt's lUver, and ommA 
desert of about hfty miles in breadth, the emigrants rrarhrt 
streams which are fed from the Sien-a Nevada, where thar f) 
good grass and plenty of gonic. Ilxo passes, howerer, woi* ten 
rugged and precipitous, leading directly up the f&oe uf the ■ 
snowy ridge. As, however, these mountains are not quite 8,000 
above the level of the sea, and are reached from a plateau of | 
than 4,(100 feet, the ascent i« cumporalivcty short, white «■ 
western side more than 100 miles of mountain counny mult 
passed before reaching the lervl of Hut Sacmnento ValUy. )£ 
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ptisKD in the Sierra NeTsda were aetGr crossed before the nunmer of 
1649. All tho emigmnta concurred in representing this M-catem 
slope of the mgontoituj at on abrupt and broken n^gion, the higher 
peaks of barren granite, the vullefs deep and narrow, jot in many 
pluces timbered witli pine and cedar of immense growth." 

The advance portieB arririug at Son Francisco, brought the nens 
of the thonsonda who ri'mained behind, and who, but for help, would 
probublj periah either among the terrible passes of the mountoiua or 
iu the great desert of the Sink. Relief com poniea were, therefore, dcs- 
palcliL-d into the Great Baiin to succour tho emigranU njmoiniiig 
there, and who for want of proviuoas could not proceed. Not only 
did the authorities of Sen Francisco exert themselvc* for ihis porpose, 
but private individuals alao. Major Huckcr detpatched a party Trith 
supplies and fresh ouimots bj way of the Truekce Kiver to the Sink 
of Humboldt's River, while he himself took the command of the 
expedition to Pitt River and Lawson's Fam. 'llie first party, after 
furnishing provisions ou the road to all whom they found in need, 
reached the Sink, and started the tamilics who were still encamped 
tluTCi returning with them, and bringing in the last of the emigratiou 
only a day or two before the heavy anows come on, which entirely 
blocked up the piiawa Major Rueker also bronght in hia company 
of emigrants after imiiienie labour, and Hr. Peoples, ao.aoxiiiary 
whom ho had fauad it necessary to send oat in another direction, 
aecompUahed also hia wcrk of mercy. A violent stonn, relate* this 
gentleman, came on as they were passing the mountains of Deer 
Creek, and tho mules, unaccuilomed to the severe oold, sank down 
aud died one alter another. The people, whose spirit of enterprise 
and power of cndnninoe seemed in many deadened by their sulTcrings, 
were fhrcihly compelled to hurry forward with the remaining auimuls. 
Tho women, who seamed to have much mora enorgy and endnrancu 
cd on mules, and the whole potty pushed 
« of the mountains in the laccof the storm. 
\, they were all finally brought into the 
Sacrenuinta VoUey, with the loas of many wagons and animals. 

" Tho greater part of thoM who came in by the lower routes," 
continues Bayard Taylor, "started after a ieasan of rest fbr tba 
niaing legtoai where many of them arrired in time to build tbstsr 
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jielves log-hntB for the winter. Some pitched their tents i 

river, to wait for the genial spring season, nhilo otben 

axes end commenced the hnsiness of wood-cutting ia the 

its banks, and whicli nocid, when shipped to San Pranciaoo, paid t^ 

well." 

" By tlie end of Deccmher, the tast man of the overland compuw 
■was Bafo on the western side of the Sierra Nevada, and the eihI 
interior wilderness resumed its ancient silence and solitade until tk 
nest spring ; when again it would become populous with thett 
modem enuaders." 

Nor WBs the emigration to California confined alone to thow rii 
reached it b;^ laad. Ships thronged the beautiful harbom' of 8m 
Francisco, bringing in their thouHands likewise. So great wu lb 
concourse, that between the Ith of December, 1848, and the 2Dlhrf 
January, 1849, ninety-nine vessels left the ports of the Uoiied SUM 
alone for California, and fi-om Oct. 1849, to Oct. 1850, nearly 49 ODD 
emigrants omTed by sea at San Francisco, and aboat 20.000 by laiA 

At the presidential election of 1848, General Zachary Taylor, Um 
hero of the Mexican war, was chosen prc'ident, and Millard Pillmwn 
otNew York, vice-president. The following year, Miaesota, ■rijamit 
to the head waters of the Mississippi, was admitted into tius Ilniini, 

The vont growth of the national territory, and the rnnnqiMnl 
increase of states governments which would sooner or later take pliMk 
gave rise to the moat violent contests between the slavciy and ibt 
nou-sla^eiy parties which as yet hod been known. The north and 
the south were again arrayed against each other, and the ancaHBO 
from the Union was the threat to which South Carolina again rrat0tei. 
Whilst this great political battle was being fbaght in ouim^j 
during the sessions of 1S49-50, ColifomiB, which had ao •oddanl* 
acquired a populution far exceeding that retjnirod by the Ccd- 
Btitution for the cstabhshment of a territorial government, "-m H 
obtain no guidance or aid &om congrois, excepting men^ly a law 
regarding the revenue. Amid this perplexing and difficult state of 
affairs, however, the sagacity and prudence of the Californiai)* tfaeni- 
selves saved them from anarchy and ruin, and pravcd how true is tk 
assertion that the American citizen is gifted with the innota pow« 
of self-goTenunent. The wiaost senate that eTDTBttcooId not hat 
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reduced a todal and political chaos into b state of more perfect 
hAnuunf and order, than did these legislaturaof the far west by their 
noiple and coiutitutioiial laws. 

Again we tnm to Bayard Taylor, whoao work on California pos- 
aesses all the merits and inlrinsio value ot the early annalists of the 
Puritan states. We will bricSy follow him in his accoout of tho 
state orgoniMtion of California. 

" In the Qcgleot of congress, " says he, " to provide (or the csU- 
blishtncnt of a territorial, it was suggested that a eonvention should 
be colled for the filming of a state constitution, and that California 
should b« admitted at once into the Union, without pausing through 
the territorial stage, leaping with one bound, aa it were, from a state 
of lonii-civilisatton to be iho thirty-first sovereign atate of the Ame- 
rican Confederacy, 

" On the 4th of September, the conTontion met at Monterey, when 
Dr. Robert Semplc, of the Sonoma district, wu chosen president, and 
conducted to his scat by Caploin Sutter and General Vallijo. Captain 
William O. Maroy, of the New York roluntccr regiment, was elected 
secretary, after which theTariou* posts of clerks, aaustant •ccrctaries, 
translatoia, doorkeepers, scrgcont'at-arms, etc,, were filled. The day 
after their complete oi^^iaalion they were •worn to support tho 
CunslitDtion of the United Statea. 

•■ The building in which tho conTcntian tnet was probably Iho only 
one in California suited for the purpose. It is a handsome two-story 
edifice of yellow sondslonc, sitiutedon a gentk slopu above the town. 
It is called Coltun UalU on account of its having been built by Uou 
Walter Culton, (unner Alcade of Monterey, from the prvccids of a 
aalo of city lot*. Tho stone of which it i« built is found near 
MoaI«rej ; it is of a fino mellow oolour, easily cut, and will lost for 
centorica in that niild climate. The upper stoij, in which the eon> 
vcDtion sat, formed a single hall about siity feet in hngth by 
twcnty-flve in breadth. A roiling running across the luiddlo divided 
the mcuibcn from the spectators. The tormei were soatrd at four 
long tables, the prcndcnl occupying a rostrum at the further cud, 
over which were saspeadc4 two Amcrieon flags and an BXtraordinary 
picture of Wa^iiugton, evidcnlly tlio work of a native artist. Tba 
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ippearanee of the whole hody waa esDeedinglj- dignlSed and iiriict- 
leclual, nnd parliamenlary deconun waa strictly observed. 

" ITio Declaration of Righta, which wns the first Bubjc^ct before ibc 
' aonvention, occusionod little discnssian. Its sectJooB beiog nosi] 
in Uieir character, and of a Itheral rcpubhcoa cast, were ncorlt lU 
adopted by a nearly unonimona vole. Thcclanse prolubiliny ■lai«7 
was met by no word of dissent ; it wa» the uaiverBol ftentunent of tt« 
conventioa. Without capituLitiug the various provi«jon« of tic 
constitution, it ia enough to say that Uicj combined ivitli few cxtip- 
tions the most enlightened filatures of the constitutions of the dd* 
states. The election of judges by the people ; the rights of tnanM 
women to property; the establishment of a liberal ayvtea of 
cducatbn, and other reforms of late introduced into th« SttlM 
OoTcmroenta cost of Uic Rocky Mountains, wore all tntnaoUatcd I* 
the new soil of the Pacific coast. 

" The adoption of a sjBtem of pay for the officers and menben rf 
the convention occasioned some discussion. The Califomiui nnabn. 
and a few of the Amcricuis, dcmMided that th? oonventiaa tSuiM 
work for nothing, the glory being suffieieat. The majorily otcttbU 
Uiia, aud it was finally decided that all should be paid, the nM»nHftf 
receiving sixteen dolkrs per day, and the different officen on a higtm 
scale, in proportion to their duties. The expenses of the coarentis 
were paid out of the civil fund, on accumulatbn of thb diituw mMtrcJ 
at the porta. The funds wore principally silver, and at tli« dose «f 
their labours, it was amusing to sec the various members canriu 
away their pay tied up m handkerchiefs or slang in boga orer their 
ihoolders. The little Irish boy who acted as page was tUArir pnmei 
down by the weight of his wages. 

" One of the moat exciting questions was a clause whidi >Yn4 Inn 
crwmned through the convention on its first roudiiig, prubtbituir tlK 
entrance of free pcoplu of colour into the state. On ibo Muod 
reading it waa rejected by a large msjority ; seTMal attenpta t» 
introduce it In a modified form also signally failed- 

" The boundary too, which came up towards the cloao of t])« mb- 
vention, assumed a character of real interest and importanoo. Ifct 
grent point in dispute was the eastern boundary, the Pacific boif 
the natural boundary on the west, the meridian of 4S<' on the north, aol 
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the Slexicon lino on thceouth." Ader nuui; attempts fo exU-iiil this 
eiwtera baundorj.Tarioiulf from theSicnuNeTBda Chain, to the lutnka 
of the Colorado River, it va» settled b; fullowing tho old McxiciLD 
faanndaiy, vliioh after oil appciircd to sutiofy every body. Tho state 
had thoB BOO miles of wa const, and an average of 230 miles in 
brcudlh. iuuluding both ■idi'S of the Sicmx Nevada, and same of the 
best hvcra of the Great Bosia. As to tho qncslion of alaverj, the 
character of the country will settle that. The whole ceatral region, 
extending to the Sierra Itlodre of ficir Mexico, can ncvor sustain b, 
tl>T« population. The greater port of it resembles in slimato and 
general foftlures the mountain Strppcs of Tartary, and is better 
adapted for grazing than agriculture." 

Auiun;; other creditable tiftcti of this coDvcnlion, it is worthy of 
mcniion that various native Colifomiiias, with their chivalric Spanish 
iiamn. ut among the niembcis, and were even elocted to offices under 
tho new KOTemmenL 

On October tha I2(h, the eonvention brought iU labours to an 
end, and • ball wu given bj the members of the eonvenlion to the 
dtiicru of Monterey, in the hall where thej had sat, on tho following 



Of the ball we need aa}" nothing, but merely close our aocaunt with 
tho ajgning of the convention, which might not onworthily lake its 
plaoe, as on Uisturiool picture, near that of the scene in tho cabin 
of th« Hayflower, when the Puritan Fathcn solemnly put thrir 
Dame* to the compact of good government before landing in the New 
WorhL Again we lum la our agreeable eye-witness. 

" Tho momiDg after ilie bull, the members met at the usual hour to 
perform the lost duty that muoinod to ihem, that of signing tile OOU' 
■titution. They weto oil in the bappicBt humour, and ihu morning txm 
so bright and balmy that no one seemed disposed to call an organisa- 
tion. At length, Mr. Stniplo being Hek, Captain Sutter, tlie old 
California piont'er, was appointed to his place, llie chair was Uken, 
and the members seated thanuelvcs round the sides of the hall, whiah 
•till retained the pino-tnes and baoners left ftmn lost night's 
decorations. Tho doon and windows were open, and adilightfal 
1 horn the bay whoae blue water* aparklrd in tho 
Tbeview of th» bttloonrin famt waa bright and inapiriiHt. 
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Tha town below, the shipping' in the harbour, the pine-co'crrd h& 
behind, were mellowed by the blue October haze, but \hen mtm 
cbud mthosk7,and the monntaitiB of Santa Cmx uid thtSiamit 
Gavilan might bo clearly aeea on the northern hoTuon. 

" An addreaa to the people of OUifomia, which had been dtsvn^ 
by committee, was Srst read and adopted without a diaseating vgitt 
A rciolutioD woa then pofsed to pay Lienlenant HamUtou :':. ~.r. ' 
500 do!li»re for engrossing the constitution on porcbnttiir . 
amount than was ever paid before for similar* aervices. iv.- 
with payment in California. Before the conrcntioD for lii. - . . 
of their names, on adjournment of half an hour took pl:i<:' , . ...l. 
which I amused myself by walking through the town. 11> i. .^ ' '.' 
knew that the oonvcotiDn woa about dosing, and it was ^■^•.--^ 
iuide»t4>od that Captain Benton had loaded the guna at tfao fort, ui 
would fire at the proper moment a solatc of thirty-one gmiB, Mii. 
inclnding California, being the number of the United Sl«lfk. lb 
citizens therefore, ea well aa the members, were in an excited wati. 
Monterey never before looked so bright, so happy, so AiU of [iliairt 
expectation. 

"About one o'clock the convention met again. Mr. Scmple wmbm 
present. First, lolories were voted ; 10,000doUanatuinaUjr,aiidGa^ 
rol Biley as governor of Calitbmia, and 5,000 to Mr. Hall«ck M aeoe- 
taiy of state, after which they oflixi'd their names to the < 
OOnstitution. At this moment a signal was givvn ; the 
colours run up the Sag-tiaS iu front of the government 
etrcamed out on the air. The noit moment tbo flrat fgvn beovsi 
from the fort, and its stirring echoes come bock from one hill oBst 
another till they were lost in the distance. 

"All the native enthnsiaam of Captain Suttir'a Swiai Uoodww 
aroused ; ho wan the old soldier again. He sprang from ha* Mat 
and waving his hand round his head, os if nriugitgf hia awwJ, 
czclaiiticd, ' GentUmeu, this the happiest day of my life. It HukM 
me giad to bear those cannon ; they remind mo cf tbo lime wfaca 1 
was a soldier. Yes, I am glad to hear ihem I This is a grtM ttj 
fur Califumia !' Tlii^n recotlreting himself, he nt down, tha tmn 
•trciLiniiig from his eyci. The member*, with one ncmrd, gave thne 
tumultuous ehvcn, which ntTe bnxnl from od« end of the Iowa te tha 
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atlier. A* the ligniug ntnt on, gon followed gun from the fort, tbe 
echoes rvvetberuting grundly around the bnj. tillGnalty, ae the load 
pcoj of the liirly-^rtl wu beard, there was a shont, 'That's tor 
Caiiforniiir And everyone joined ta giTing three times three for 
the new itor added to our Conatilution." 

Thus was California, ua icas represented on her great aeol of Btate, 
bom foll-growu, like Miucrva, into tbe national confederacy. 

The first Californion scnalors to corgreaa were John C Fremont 
ud William M. Gwin. On FebniAiy 13th, IS^, the constitution of 
CoJifamia, together with her pclitioa to be admitted Into the UnioDi 
were sent to congress by the prctident. 

Tbe cknso excluding slavery from the new state awoke all the 
old animosity of (he lUTery qocttion, cspccinlly ns the iMQthern 
boundary of ColifoniiA Uy loath uf the line of the Missouri com- 
promise. Nor was this the only subject which e^tatcd congrea at 
this lim«. Tcxu elHiraed tbe whole country as for as the Rio Grande, 
thus embr«ciiig ft portion of New Mexico, which the New Mexicans, 
of Santa Fe Tiolently retisted, being delermined not to come under 
the rule of Texas. Colonel Monroe was at this time American 
conimuidiuit of Santa Fe, and haTing rccriTed private instmctioiis 
from Washington, a conventiDn was called and aitalcconstitutiou woa 
framed, and while Texaa was preparing to seize the disputed territory 
by fcrce. New Mexico petitioDcd to be admitted into the Unioc. 
Again, an this rery snbjctit of disputed tcT^iI«^ry, the north and south 
came to issue, the southern states adtocating the elaim of Texas, which 
if established wonld extend the area of aluvery, and the north 
opposiog it (or the very same cause. 

At k-ngth, after the two hostilo parties hod wogvd war for some 
time without either gaining ground, Henry Hay brought in his 
Compromise Bill, the ot^cct of which ho staled to be, " to settle and 
adjtut amicably all existing (|ue*lions of contivvcriy between them, 
aiiaiiigout of the institution of slavery, npun a fair, efiuitahic and Just 
baus," The Compromise Bill was, in May, wferrcd to a oouiuittve of 
thirtewi, and in September its measures |i«*scd as mutual eoncesaions 
and compromises for the sake uf union, viz.; 1. California was admitted 
into the Union as a stale, with her constitnticn excluding slavery, 
sad her boondanea extcudiug from Urrgou to the Mexican 
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2. The Great Basio, east of Californin, wnWning the Mormon BetUeiuO 
neiir the Great Salt Lake, wiu erected, itithout meDtion oT sUtcij, into * 
territory, by the Indian name of Utah. 3, New Mexico, with a haaaitij 
which saUi'Sed her inhubitants, was iJso erected into a stale inUioDi 
mention of slBvery ; congress giving to Teim, in relioquisluDefit of br 
daims, ten millions of dollars, ntth which Teias wm to jiay fomHT Mil 
for which the United States had been in honour bound. 4. A law vm 
ipauei abolishing the ^hye tnide, but not elBvery, in tho dislricl tt 
Columbia ; and B. The Fugitive Slave Law was pa^ed, a lair to crud n 
its operations as to call forth, as it nere, n unirersa] groan from (be nv- 
sUtery itatcs, and to fan ap afresh the otherniie cooling smbcn rf 
hostility. 

Of the late events which have now become n portion of Absmb 
histerj we will brieSy relate the most prominent ; and first, tbe tfW 
death of the Fre^dent, General Taylor, en the 9lh of July, during lb* 
sitting of congress, 1850, Zachory Taylor, whose history waa that «f tbi 
domestic warfare or his country, was bom in Orange County, TirpM^ 
24th of September, 1781, and the foUoning year his Cathor mount to 
Eentncliy. In 1303 he entered the United State* iobnliy ^ Inl 
lieutenant. On the breaking out of the war in 1S12, Taylor, then tap^ia, 
was placed in Gommand of Fort Ilarrison, on the Waboch rii^. Hit 
gallantry during the attacks of the hostile Indians gave the first pra^ 
of bis later mihtary renown, and nas rewarded with the rank of i^i«. 
lie distinguished himself throughout the wivr by several nettoiM with thf 
Indians. He was with General Ilojikins in hii attack on tJio 1 
Town, and was complimented by him for hi? prompt and effectual «i 

On the reduction of tlto army at the close of the war ba nu ntaoai 
from a majority te a capt^ncy, a step backwards U> which he wooU bM 
consent, and accordingly reagoed his commission. Presidcni TtfuliM^ 
however, reinstated him u o m^or, and in 1818 he was plaovd In ««" — — — i 
on the post at Green Bay, Lake 31ichtgan. In April, ISIO, he rM^nl 
the commis^on of lieutenant.^lonel; and in Ig3S was mad* eoIoBrf W 
President Jackson. He served gallantly in the Black Hawl war of \ 91 t, 
and subsequently held the command of Port Crawford at Pr<tiri« du Ckta^ 
where he remained till 1336. Tbe Seminole mr took him lo Florid 
where he acquired great fiime. In 1837 he was niatd to iWnokrf 
hrigodier-goneral by brevet ; and in 183S the command of all Um t 
iu Florida was atagned to liini. There he remsiucd till ISMX 
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G«neral ThjIot wu tbeo sppnDt«d to ths nuDnuLnd of the MiiUi-w«iteni 
diviricm or Ihe trmy, and in 1611 vu ordered to rolieTa General Arbuc^kle 
at Fort GibsoD. He remored bii bmily about thia time to Bsbio Rouge, 
where he had purcbMed an estate. But he had little leisure Tar doroextia 
enjojmoDt, and la 1815, on the aaneialioti o( Teiai, he iru ordered to 
placn his trooii* io auch a poation u to derend Texu against a threaleued 
Mexican ionsioii. la August or that jeir he ooncentrated his Iroopa at 
Cotput Cbriili, itliere be remained until the 11th March, IS^Ifi, wlion he 
broke up his encampment and moved forirard the army of occupation, a 
nnoU foroe of toma 4,000 legnlan. On March 20th ho reached Colorado, 
which be passed withont renstance, aud arrived at the Eio Grande, 
opponle Matamorat, on the 29th ot tbit month. On the 6th of JUy of 
the mmo y«ar he gained Ibe victory of Palo Alto, and on the ToIlovFing 
day that of IIimm de la Pidma ; on the 21st, 22nd, and 23rd of September. 
the victory of Monterey ; and on the !2nd and 23rd of Febnufy, 16*7, 
the gfart notory of Buena Tista, in ithieh 6,000 men, mostly voluntMrs, 
repulMd with tDrrible \im the Muicaa army of 20.000 men, under General 
Saola Anna. Puring the aatumn of 1817, he returned to his reNdence at 
Baton Bougv. On the l«t of June, 1616, he wu nominated fur the 
Prwideae; by the Whig ConveDtioD iu PhtUdelpbia. On the 7th o( 
November be <rai elected Praridont of the Uoiled Siatea, and on the 4lh 
of the Mowing Uareh wia ioauguialed. 

As Pneident, hi* chief desire waa to onltivat« peaeefd and frloodly 
lelationt with foraign power*, add to maintain the union and prosperity 
□f the Staici at home.* 

The effect of hii appn«cbtDg death in the senate it thus related by aa 
eye witness :t — 

" As I Bte in the senale-bouae, Ilrtening to % long and tedioiu pro- 
ilavery speech by the senator of Bouth Carolina, T perceived a thrill, aa if 
from a noiMlea* oUctrio shuck, had pasMd tlirouij^ the asMmbly; a 
number of (nah persona entered by the principal doors, and 
Daniel Webster was leea b> stand beride the *p«aking scoator, ii 
with a deimcalory gerture that be wh inlerrupling him on 
ns* important banncM. The orator bowed and was silent, j 
•« of death rrignad in the house, and all eye* were liied npnn 
who bimMlf stood sUent Ibr a few aeoonds, as If to pr^ww the 
for tidings of solemn import lie then spoke dowlj and with that deep 
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and imprefriiio vwoe which is peculiar to lijm, 'I li«»8 % ■ 
DUBsage to deliver to UiB senate. A great miifortune threstona the ni 
The Pnuident of the Vnited States, Gecenl Tnjlor, is djiag. aol 
probably may not aurvire the day.' 

" Again was that rilent electrical shack peroeplible. I mw bmsj 
pencils turn pale, and I Telt myself gran pale alio, from Uia ttncTpecM 
aonouQccment, uid from eenng the effect which it bad produoed. Ow 
tenator bowed his bead upon his hands, as if be hotrd tba tbn&tetf 
judgment. Thia morement of astonishment was, howercr, ImiaMli 
Mind soon regniced its usual t«D&ion. The senate a^iounied imnwdiaM^. 
At half past ten in the evening the President died, after having takM ■ 
beautiful anil affecting leave of his family." 

" Weep not, my dear wife," he is related to have sud to her who iMti 
him with infioito affection ; " I have endeavoured to do mjr dutj, aai I 
trust in the mercy of God." 

The day fallowing, tiie 10th of July, the new President. Vice-PranikBt 
Filmore, eoteroJ upon his olBce, according lo the law of the oi M w lq, 
wliieh decrees, that in case of the decease of the Frend«nt, th* Tle^ 
President shall hold hii office during the time which yet reiiMiaa tt Ibi 
full term of government, when a new President shall be deotcd. 

During the years IStW and 18S1 two piratical attempts wtn inadi ■ 
the island of Cuba, of which we will give as detailed an aoooiiuit u ok 
space irill allow. 

Cuba, " Queen of the Antilles," one of the most lovely iaUods ta tti 
world, and much frequented as a irinler reddeuce by invalida frm lb( 
TTnited Slates, nwy, perbai^s, be oovcled by the more amUtiotuef fte 
Bepuhlicana as a valuable addition to their QatioDaldomhuMis; and It » 
by no means trnpoesiblo that it may at some future, and petlnfa Ml 
remote, period become so. At all event!, the present attempt m« m i»> 
succenful and ill-founded, as to give little encoungemeot lo any n 
The fiiuts are these 

In 1850, an idea being prevalent that the Cubans m- 
the Spanish rule, and would gladly ud an invading torn hj ai 
a soldier of fortune, calling himself General Lo|«t, put bi&udf wk tti 
head of on cipcdition for this purpose. In the Slatea, where (bwa li B 
Ii«.^on for Rwedom, and perhaps even a lust of oonqtscet, li 
ready (o enlist under such a banner as Lopet now eree 

the 7th of May the three divisions of the Cuban expeditiai^ 409 ■■ 
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ia auiubOT, left New Orleuis, and on lbs 15th irere received, n^r tbo 
bUnd of Mugtrei, oa the coact of TucaUn, on boKrd the Creole steamet' 
nbich four daja a/Mrwirdj rewhed Cudenu, a muJl town on the norlb* 
west Bide of tbe utand, md which w&a defended by a miall garmon of 
about sUtj men. The town was taken afler «ome akirmisbing, but the 
iohabitaati •Tinoed no (ympath; with the iDTaden. On the evening of 
the HUiu day, Spaniih troops coming up, a combat took plaoe, and Lopei 
and hii men retreated to their >t«amer uud toft Cardenw, pursued by a 
SpwiUb wtr-eteamer, the Pizorra. On the Slit, having retched Key 
West, Lopex and hii troopa diaomborked ; the Piiuro anchored noar the 
Creole during the day, then railed away, and the Creole wu immediBloly 
Miiod ae a piratical ve«d by the Amerimn revenue olllcen. On the S7th 
Lopei wu anwied at Savannah, and tried for hia part in the Cuban 
eipedition, bttl evidence being coniidcrcd insufficient against him, he wae 
discharged, amidst the eheen of the people, a proof that, at all events, tho 
popular sentiment wu not sdvem to his enterpriw. 

" In July, however, the Grend Jury of the Fnited Slates District 
Court, at New Orleans, returned true bills for the violation of the Act of 
Congrea of 1B18, by setting on foot the oipedition agunst Cuba, against 
General Lopea and fifteen others, among whom were men of high por- 
tion, and orden were iMUed for their arrest. By the law of nations, this 
attempt of Lopet was an act of pincy and a violation of the Act of Con- 
gress, which declares it to be a high misdemeanour for any perwns within 
the territory or jurisdiction of the United States to begin, set on foot, 
prorido, or prepare the means fbr any miliury expedition or enterprise 
against the t«rriU>ry or dominion of any power, provinoe, or state, or of 
any oology, district, or people with whom the United Stale* are at 
pcao*."* 

Spilt of this, and thongh the American Ooremmenl had oandemnod 
the enterprise and captured their vessels, still tlie question remains how 
far the public sentiment sanctioned it, and why the authorities had not 
interfered to prevent an expedition which had bsen organised in open 
day. And ttiU further, how it hsppened that th« very neit year a 
seoond enterprise, still nncontrolled by the authoritiee, wm organised and 
carried out 

The incidents of this second enterprise are briefly u follow*, one event 
niiidly succeeding snulher, like a series of dissolving viowi. 
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Auj^l 3. The steumer Pumpcro, icith from 460 1 
the expedition ii)^iieC Cuba, left New Orleans at dajbrealc, tad, hff 
engine bung out of order, the iras towed to tbe mouth of th« MixdMi^ 

August 6. Sho Bailed far Key 'West, where «be wrived in four d*ntf 
three p.m. ; »l ten p.m. slie sailed far Cub*, wilhlrt^iM and biafdHoviSM 
board. The fullowing mortiing they were tDEiittitofthoUoroCMibkial 
turning northward, ran out of Eight of land ; and in the aftemoan, tAitf 
on bottrd the master and mate of a Spanish schooner Tor pilot*, rt«d ii 
fartheknd. Soon after dui^k, a boat wm i<eatoutl«recoDiiajtr«, an^Wii 
bailed from tho fort of Bahia Honda, returned to the Eicuner, nhjcb Ita 
nilod westward. At two o'clock au tbe morning of tbe 12tli,>A«rbin^ 
run aground on a coral reef, the troops disembarked at Cubanos wiUi IjhI 
trifling renatance. At uglit o'clock, Lopez marched with 233 men to Im 
PosDa, tea mttea distance, leaving Colonel Crittenden iriUi 130 ■» « 
Cubanos, to guard the atores and ammuailion. A few boun ftltowvA 
Colonel Crilteuden, obtaining two carta, moved otf to join Lqpa^ mad tt( 
following morning, raon after dajbrealc, wheu within Tour milMof Idi 
Po>w, WB« attacked bj 500 Spauish troops i hia foroce ' 
thirty escaping and joining Lopei, and between firty uid nMj 
with the Colonel lo the eeS'Coaist. At tbe very same tina L^wt mm 
attacked at lae Posaa by BOO Spanish tro<^ under Oenerml Ehiml, «te 
after a fight of two houri, was repuUed with the Ion of soo moQ in kilU 
and wounded, Lopea losing about 30 men. At two o'dock on the foUowi^ 
morning, the 14tb, Lopei marched from Ijia Posts U) Uie moiistaM^ 
leaving behind bim thirteen of his wounded men, rtho w«t« UM 
by tlie Spanianls. On Uie lOtb, at noon, he was atlacked by SDO Uuna, 
whom be compelled to retire nith a luus of 320 men, aftcT whidi ha n- 
trealed still fartber into tho mounluns. On the l!)th, aKTerostocad 
rain voming on, their ammunitiou was destroyed and their anna nmj&nj 
useleas, and, being tho following day nllockod, were coaipl«i«ljr rwvlc^ 
125 men alone remaining with Lopei, and those, after four days of ioUaat 
suffering, baringonly horsellesh, leaves, and roots to suhciit apcn.am 
out from their hiding places, and ner« met on the road bgr m hqi 
body of Spanish troops, Without serviceable arms or 'mnmnHian, tfc^ 
dispersed, making no attempt at refistuice, and seven men alcoMrenaliid 
with Lopei. But (be whol«country being up,Midth«mounluiuaggail 
with bloodhoundi, Lopei was caught on the 2!Hh by b pBTty at 
On the 3lit be was varried to ilariel, and tlwnc* toHavantiab, ' 
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the follottiaffday, Svplember Irt, he nas publicly i^ratted, indebortly 
BfliTwanla the uohsppj renuim of his bniiil were all t^ptured. The 
wounded nrer« eareftilly attended to, uxi gnat eicrtionfl made to ollcviuto 
the condition of the priwnen, wboM liie* were ipored by the amaest; pro* 
claimed by Ihe Oq)tuii-OeiieTal. Augutt 24. A fen oC the priwoen were 
purdonod, aad the net condemned Ui ten Teara* hard Uluui on the public 
works in Spun, whither they were unmediaUly tnofported. The unror- 
tunate Colonel Crittenden and hU men, aft«r reeohing the tea-coast, August 
ISlh, took batts, put out to tea, and, being captured two days atlerwarda. 
were taken to UaTonnth, and »hot on the 16lh, 

Such it a hasty narraliTo of the expedition, and as •omB little further 
detail niay be inteTMling, we wilt look fcritlnthenarTBti?eiortbeiU-btcd 
men tbeuuelvet. Ueut. Van Tocbtea, one of thoee who received a pardon, 
afterwardji published a long account of the enterpriie, in which ho expoaed 
the miwrable deceptions which had been practised to induce volunteen to 
•mhark in the invasion. " I now distinctly, openly anert," he laid, " that 
all those letlen purporting to be from Cuba, which wore published during 
the month) of July 1a».t, and copied throughout the Union, were base 
forgcrio, fur the purp«e of deceiving the citisens of the United States 
•nd advancing the sale of Cuban bonds. Knowing theambition of liopez, 
and that strong dispoiitian to extend the glorious boon of freedom which 
fill* the breast of erery American citiien, these speculators in human 
blood took adnntaft* of their knowledge to fkirtber their own ends. Thcj 
well knew how little cITurl wa« required to start and keep alive lUis exdte- 
ment. They thought, or at least tbey hoped, that more moo would go out 
to join this little band, and tliat eventually the island would bo Arue. Cubaa 
bondi were worth, or were wiling at, Irom 10 to 80 oenln on adullarwhen 
this eijirdltion left. Naturally the; would increase iu value m the pros- 
pect of liberating Cuba betame more certun. .... At the expira- 
tion of tho war, and aflor Cuba should have becoao tree, then it was to 
be annexed to the United BtaleB;and, as amatlcir of conrw, the [nymenlof 
these Cuban bunds was to be aButned by that OoTcmmcnt. What do 
they core Ibr the motken, wives, and niters of the gallant men who furmtd 
thl* 111 ■&!<■] npettiliun, who have been rendered utterly wretched and 
»l>«nt>lc tbr erer T They do not foel the chains, the anguish borne bf 
thesa lOO noble fellows doomed to spend the beat ton yean of their Uvw 
In » Sjieninh prtioD. No ; they fl»el the Uood-money in their pockala, 
and laugh al the result of thdr apeculaliun. They are the mea to b« 
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punished ; it u on them the shades of our murdered conntryroea odl b 
vengennoe." 

Very meUncholy is the account of one man, wbo njs tint altar &i 
first fight on the 13th, theyloat all reooUection of datee. The; hii tt 
engigemenbi, hut rould not tell bow manj of their number were ti 
Thej were armed with condemned musketa. , . The; had no artil 
Soon after landing thej found they hadbecn deceived, snd became aai 
to return home. They bad been informed before sailing that tota 
towns were in posseii^oii of the " patriots," and that the whole idaudn 
in a itnte of revolution. , . All were dispirited at tlie reeepticM tkq 
met with, for the countrypeople Bed at their approach, and none jmd 
Ibcm. Worn out with hunger and fatigue, they threw away ibeir n 
hut could not distinctly remember at what time. Those were Hm ■ 
who were bidden nmong the mountaine with Lo!>ei, and thoagta Um; W 
not at thnt time heard of the offer of life to such Bit would ^ve th^ m wl"^ 
up, their intention was to throw tbemsclvei on the mercy of ttw fT[ ■!■> 
GuvenimeDt. Tbey sub«ietod, ashasbeenab-eady aid, on fruita aadhn^ 
and the but Bosh-meat that many of them bad eaten waa s pnrttMt/ 
the general's horee. 

Still more sad is the following letl«r, written by the anfortunate Ci^hI 
Crittenden, a nephew of the Atiomey-Oeneral of the United Statt^^ 
mediately before hia eiecution ; — 

" In half an hour I, with 60 otben, am to be ifaot. IVe mn U« 
prifouers yesterday. We were in email boala. General Lopeaaeporaladllt 
balance of the command from me. I had with me about lOQ mnn •>* 
attacked by two battabons of infantry and one company of ban*, tbt 
oddi were too great, and, strange to tell, I was Dot furnished with a tn^ 
muaket cartridge. Lopez did not get any artillery. I hare >M>t llw faHtt 
to write to any of my family. If the truth ever comei out, ytia win lad 
that I did my duty. I have the perfect confidence of every maa arttli ■«■ 

" VTo had retired flrom the field and wcire ginng to wa, and ww« «««• 
taken by the Spaniiih ateamer Habanero and captured. TeQ OeoMll 
Huston that his nephew got wpamlcd from me on the Ihtrleentli iaf of 
the fight, and that I have not seen him linoo. He may bar* «traag,lnt ' 
and joined Lopet, who advanced rapidly to the interior. My t*o|>le. hm- 
ever, were enUrely surrounded on every tide, Wotawthat we badb«« 
deceived gronly, and were making for the United Statu wlicn tikift 1 
Iluring my short sojourn in the i»bnd I have not utel with a aa^ 
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patriot We landed some forty or fifty milei M the neslwu'il of tlil<, and 
I «n mra thttt in that part of the island Lopez has no frientli. Wben I 
wa< attacked, Lopez was only then three miles oS. If tie bad not been 
deoeiTing lu he would bate fallen back nith bia force, insteud of Hhich he 
marched on inunedinlely to the interior." 

Lopei, boHever, hardly deterred the blame bere bid upon him, as it 
Kill be remembered that he himeelf was attacked at that very time, but 
tbin cireunutsnc« was probably uoknuwn to the unhappy man. 

The manner of Lopet' death nas thue related io-an account tranimitted 
(Tom Cuba, on the Snd of September. The war (teamen, Piiarro, 
and babelU Catholica, wore ditpatcbed to Babia HondA and Uariel to 
bring up troopa preparatory to the execution. It wai reported that the 
I'iiarro had gooe down lor Lopet, but it waa aftorwardt ascertained that 
be had been in the city all day, but waa kept perfectly quiet lo prevent 
confusino. Late in the afternoon, the iteamers, Habanero, Almendarei, 
Pixarm, and Iiabell* Oatbolica, all arrived, loaded with Iroopa, being the 
remainderof thoHsngagod in the varioiu engagemenla with Lopez. They 
now mambed to the Plaza do Ilemna, when they were inspectod by 
Conrha, after which they retired lo Ihmr rendezvous, complotvly ei- 
hauilMl and tired ouL Al balf-pttt ax o'clock, on the l«t of September, 
the troopa were anaeiiibled at tiia ]ilaoe of eieeutJOD, whirh was at the 
Punta, al llie enlranoe uT Die barbottr, directly opposite the Muro. Tliere 
were op the ground, al the tinu, 5,000. troupa. A fow rainuta before Kven 
Lopez WM brought forward, and ascended a platform about Htlcen feet 
hi^h. oo which w»« the chair of execution. Bo turned, and. Urang tlw 
ni'iltituile assembled, addreaed them in a ihort speech, the oondurion of 
which wu, "Idle for my beloved Cuba." tie then took his neat — the 
niacliine was adjiiiit«d — and, at one turn of the w.'rew, his bead dropped 
forvrard. and all that remained of him, who hid been so long the terror and 
dread of the t^ubu government, was a cold, bWk.ll fete** ooriwe. He evinced 
not tbe sli^htol trombliu); or fear ; his >l«p was proud and Grm, aud hia 
voice clear and diatloct. A few (frouu and bisw* were heard from tbe 
crowd, after tbe eieouiiun ; aivo that, everything wai orderly and quiot. 

A fDw words regardinff this remarkable niao, wbo seemed to belong to 
Uie old race ot buccaneen aud freebooters, may be atiwiitable to our 

Narciso Lopez wu bom in Tenemela, whilst It was (till a Spaniah 
colony, in tbe year 171)8. Hia bther'i inunenae estotea wen lo«t to him in 
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the patriot wir, under Bolivar, wbich ended j 
CaraccaE, hj the Spanish army, ia 1S33. In that war Lopec «■ 
Iralnnt on the Spiinijh side. He distingui>ihed faim«elf br li» 
ordinary ability as a cavalry eonunander, and by bis bravetr. Dw 
whole of that war, the military oroM of San Fernando, of Ui( 
degree, waa conferred only on two etaimants, of whom Lopez ira«o» 
character stood so high, even with the patriots against vtt 
fought, that when the Spaniards retired, the govemmeiit innt 
to enter their sornce with the mnk bo held in the SjauiUh anir 
declined the otTer. In 18Z3 be married a Cuban lady, sod Jm 
resident in Cuba. Being in Madrid on the deuth of King Pwr 
VII., he threw himself inio the Christino and Cartist w^ i 
popular side, and was of !iuch service that, juat berore ttie nn 
Espartero, he was made Commander-in-chief of the Nfttional Gn 
the Eingdora—a poat arealed eapeciallj for him at the critiaU puU 
OoTomor of Madrid. But the post wm disUeleful tobJm.Mid b*i« 
hi« commission. The city of Seville chose him to rcpi UMitl it i 
Senate 1 and then, turning himself to the study of oolonial poGH 
become possessed with an irreprcfaihle desire to free Cuba from tfce gi 
inenl of Spain. On bit return to Cuba, iraporlMit oBicea w«r* «■ 
on him, and these be held till the moment when be hinwdr n 
Ihem, just before the oompletion of hia scheme for a rvvoliHMiti ^ 
Those schemes were discovered before tbey were eoniplet«d, and b* I 
escape to the United Stales.* 

Spain, to a certain degree, TindlcDled the honour of Abmi 
regarded this enterprise ; Tor, in the early part of the tbOowins 
ninety-four of the Americans who bod been engaged in tfa« «sm 
asttinat Cuba, and condemned to ten years' penal eeryitndo in 8]bui, 
Bt-nt back from that country, having been pardoned by th# qnaa; 
others, lying slok in the hospital at Cadiz, awaited their nooM 
return home likewise. 

In October, 1856, Ihe United Stntes Envoys to England, FranM 
Spain (Messrs, Buchanan, Mason, and Siiuli), met in oonftreti 
Oslend, OB to the purohoM of Cuba by the Unitod S' 
I21h to the 18tb of tho some monlh the oonferenoe t 
Aii-la-Chapelle. 
The iympathy of the Ameriean* with every national ■ 

• AdduI [Irii-lilti, l»L 
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liberty WM eibibited duiing the Hungariui nar. Kofxatli wu recc'iTed 
on bonrd tho "Miwissippi," which sailed to the DnrduiollM for th»t 
purpoM, io the month of September, ind uTived vilh his suite at Statin 
Tsland, December the Gtb. His reMption in the Slstes nns that of a 
Dooqueror whom the nntion delighted t« honour; troops were reviewed, 
military and dvic procenioni were got up in bis honour ; deputations 
wait«il upon bim ; banquet* were givon to him ; ercrythinK that an en- 
thuslaslio and libertj'loTing people conid do to evince their sympathy and 
admiratian towards a brave and oppressed people in the peraoo of this 
Ibnr chfinipioii waa done ; and thus he proceeded from city to oity, from 
state to state, from one end of the Union to the other, (him December, 
USI, to July, 1B5I, when he left for Liverpool, in th* il«amer " AOick," 
under the name of Alexander Smith. 

On June SO, IS.'S, >Ued Henry Clay, aged 73, the b«ad of the Wbig 
parly. Like most of the distin^ished men in America he rote ttata ■ 
law orij;in, and at an early a^ became a copying clerk in the Cbanoery 
Court at Biebmond, Virginia, his native Slat«. At nineteen he oom- 
nicnccd the itudy of the law, and at twenty wai called to the bar, whence 
it may be inlkrtvd that very liltle study was nec^oary, or that be wa« 
a prodi^ of toga] genius; for, thorUy afterwirdi^ removing to Lex- 
ington, Kentucky, he soon obtained an extensive pnctioe. He began hia 
politiol earen' at the tana time, and advocated, among other redarms in 
franiing of the new constitution for Kentucky, tbe eTs4ual abolition of 
alavery. In 1803 he was elooted to the Legislature by tbe oitiieiu of 
Fayollo County, and three yean Ul«r to tho United Stalls Senate for 
tbe remalndw of th* term, on tbe raaignatJon of a member. In 18(^7 ho 
wi* re-eleoted a nwmbar of the Otnersl AasemUy of Kentucky, of which 
liew*aanerwM4«i)lMMn8|ieaker. In Uw fallowing year be fought a duel 
with IIumpbreyHanball: ISOO.he was again elected totbe Dnil«dHtalca 
Senate for anutber unexpired term of a member «bo liad reaiifDeil, and, 
two years afterwarda, a member of tiie Qonae of BepreaenlaUTes, and waa 
unatiimously chosan Speaker on the ftnl day of his appauanoe in that 
body, to which office h« waa aTterwarda five timea rt-aleoted. During 
this rMsinn he arouad Um oonntij lo renit Iha a^raeaion* of Graat 
Bnlain in the imprvMuent of Amariean aeaaien and the aearebing of 
American vonwU, awaking a national spirit of rcautaace which led to tbt 
fttbMqueot war. 

In Jaouaiiy, KH, b« wbi ^pdal«ii one of tbe oommiMODento Mgo* 
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dntfl a treaty of pcaoo at Ghent. On his return be vna tmIm 
CongTisa, and, in 181B, stron^l; advocatod the recognitioii of Um 
pendcDce of tlie South American Be]mbUes. It was at thii tisM^ 
be Grat come forth as the great advocals of » national nV 
Interna] improvemecite, and in commem oration of his servieta ■ 
respect, tliat a monument h-iis erected bearing his name. Id the Mi 
1819-20, he exerted himM;lf on behalf of protectjon to Amerioan iad 
and the adjiutmeat of tbe Misjouri Comprombe; kfI«rwhiiAbt 
drew from public life to attend to bis prirate aAaiis, whicb had b 
embnrrosscd, and so great waa bis rcputaLioQ, that three jean 
tousioQal practice sufficed lo retrieve them ; nnd, in 1823 retund 
Congress, he nas re-elected Speaker. la thia gesaiou BanieL Wi 
brought forward his rosolulbn for the recoguition oT the ind^ao 
of Greece, which was warmly supported bj Deary Clay. Vtiik 
Presidenoy of John Quincy Adama, 1824, Clay was appointed Sea 
of State. His appointmeut to this uffice caused much djuatuhcti 
the Democratic party, and led to another hostile aeeting- between 
and John Randolph, which, however, terminated without bloodshed. 

At tho close of J. Q. Adams' odnunistralion, 1831, Henrf CI^ 
elected President of the Uoited States, and, as Euch, Tecommeoae 
labours lu favour of the TurilT, and through hb exertiona a new U 
passed greatly reducing the revenue, but retaining the Prot«etin q 
unimpaired. This bill provoked the apposition of the South, aid 
brought portions of the country to the verge of civil war, which, bo* 
was happily prevented by another measure of compromise. 

In 183* ho was re-elected to the Senate, where he Rinuned till 
when he took, as he intended, his final leave of senatorial Ufa in a ■ 
of great beauty and ]>athoa. Throughout the admiiustr»timu of Ot 
JucksoD and Mr. Van liuren, ho continued to b« a violent bat 
opponent to nil meoiures contrary, as be believed, to the int«nato « 
country, and became (gain so intimately uuitiid with the political n 
ments of the time, that at the roUonlng presidential contest his nam 
brought forwurd in oppoation to that of Oi'neral Harrison, Ui« vaad 
of tbe democratic faction, who was suooesafully elected. Afll«r thw I 
be retired to bis residence in Kentucky, whence be still kant n 



3 with political life by meuos of letters 
Tsrious topics of tbe day. As the head of the Whig parly, bt wm I«« 
foiwBrd u their candidate en the oeit election for tbe Pttniaatj ■ 
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■ftniD the remit wu in faTaai of the democr*Ue andidftte, Hr. Folk, 
1K14. Ha now Kmunod in retirement id his fiTourite Kenluckj till 
1819. when, on the eleclion of GenenI Tkjlor (o Iha Prendeno?, be ww 
elected to the Senate of the Umt«d BtfttM. II wu during tha memonble 
Mmion of 184y-50 he devoted hii remu rang energies to ■ecure the pasage 
of K KTie* of ucMures kaown at the Compromiao Acta. His efforts 
during Ihii Meiion weakened hii strength uid hastened his death. Ths 
winl^r of 1650-51 was ipent bj him at IIiiTannafa and New Orleans, hut 
without permanent beneSt, He, howeier, returned to hii senatorial 
duties at Washington die folbning Meeian, and finally announced his 
intention of resigning bis wat on the 6lh of September -, but before that 
da; arrived be wm no more 

His death caused a great and general muation, and at hii remnina 
pamcd along to their final resting place, pubKe bonoure were paid to hi* 
memory. His eminence as a lawyer wis only eclipsed by bis political 
fame. His most eloquent fpeeohes in puhlio life are nud to have been 
even nirpaaanl by soma of hia addreaaea to Eeulucky juriea before be 
passed hit twenty-fifth year. He gave bis support to many of the monJ 
movement* of the day, and wat especially interested in the success of the 
ColoniiaUon Sodsty.* 

In October, of the HBue je»x, died, at the a^ of sovcnty. Darnel Webxtcr, 
equally oelebrated with Henry Clay at a bwyer, or>tor, and stateeman, 
and only three year* hit junior. Webster wa/ of the North aa Clay wm 
of the South, being bom at Salisbury, New Hampshire. His Ikther «M 
an utd tcAiinr, who had served in the Bevolutiooary and French iraT»— 
Ebcnezer by name, and his mother't name was Abigail— the father baviug 
dislingulsbed himtelf m captain of a volunteer company under Stark, al 
Bennington, asalreadj mentioned. Young Webster received an ordinary 
Eoboal education, wbicli, however, ho turned lo such good account m early 
to imprM* hit teai^hers and friimda with the conviction of bit rare mental 
endowments. In his fourteenth year be was placed under the etre of 
Dr. Benjamin Abbott, at Fhillipa's Academy, Exoler, New Hampahire. 
Ii ia a singular fact that at thii time the young orator displayed the 
ulmott avenion to dtelamation, which mt the bugbtar of his studies. 
After a tew month) at Exeter, hit father resolved to give him a oollogiat* 
education: thitwasa greatjny lobim.and stimulated him to unremitting 
eieriion^ Sii monlba of pre|«niion enabled him to enter Dartmouth 
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Cullrgo, in Aii^st, 1707. Here he ipent four ye*n in f!MTM»t i 
giving the Tulleet promises of luB future greata&sa. lu Aiigwrt. 
be oommenced hia legal eduuiboii in liis native tovia ; vsd in S 
laOS, nu adinitilied to proctioe iu the SuOolk Court of Commoo Pfai 
who were aoqutunled with hin abilities ftod career ai a sUideat propbi 
bis future celebrity. 

Wobsler cummenced hie practice in tbo village of Bosoowu. ti 
1807 removed to Portsmouth, Now Hampshire, where he reaiied iD 
tica nine years. In 1813 ho began bis political career, having- beand 
reFrescntative of New Hampshire. Heury Clay was Speaker ti 
House at that time, and by Uiro Wobi>t«r nas appointed on tb* ' 
mitt«e for Foreign Affairs, at that lime a responsiblo ofGca. Wti 
first speech, delivered 10th ot June, 1S13, immediately placed hin i 
(rout rack amongst debaters. 'Vi'ac nw at that lime raging betneea 
hind and the United Stales, and bb epeechci, hanng reference to thii 
jecl, etincod great constitutiona] sod universal knowledge of Ui* hi 
and tradiUoDs of government. lie advocated the itnpravQiiMnil an 
(.'revise of tbo American navy, and iu 181G, when the wnr wia hi 
brought to an end, and the energies of the country were directed tai 
foctures and uommerce, he entered prominently into the di*oiuiiii]iu< 
TarilT, and advocated a moderate degree ot protection ^ ttue nM 
policy of the United States. 

At thix time Webster removed to Boaton, where hb tslenta md 
reputation immediately placed him in the portion which vna due ta 
The trial of the famous Dartmouth College case, in Uarch, 1S18, inn 
as it did constitutionil questions, wis one of high importance, ««i^ \gi 
into TcquiailioD bis peculiar abilities. He retired from Caagrem i» 
and was re-elected from Boeton in 1822. On the IDtb January, lS23,be 
bis great speech on behalf of the Greeks, and cue on the PaBunkM 
in April, 1826. Besides tbcuc, his Tlymuulb oration, £2od Dee* 
16201 that at Bunker's Hill, lH2!ii and his eulogy upon AdamaaoMl J 
son, in 182G, are well-known. In January, 1628, Ur. WeUtw to 
seat in the United States Senate. The groat encounter with O 
llayne, of South Carolina, took place in January, 1830, uid wh < 
the most important epocbe in bis hfe. The Gsoal policy of JmIum 
Van Buren found a steady opponent in Biniel Webctsr, m wcU 
oiigiiud form of an unlimited expansion of paper of tbe 8UI«a' i— «t 
in the substitute of on eicluiively meloUiu currvncy for the | 



(1S5S.) rnxBlCTEB OF WSSSTEB. S31 

Khioh wu brooglit fonnnl after Ibe league of Uw deposit baaki hod 
exploded. But we cannot go through the whole liit of public measuTM 
wbioh engromd his mttenUon uid received his lupport. 

In the >[>riug of '39 Weteler Tiii(«d Europe Tut the lirstaadoiilj' time, 
nuking k hut; tour through Eogbud, Scotlnud, aud Fraaoc. In the 
political revolution of leto Ue acted a leading part, and on the accesiioa 
of Oeneral Harrison to the PrMtdencj, in ISll, he waa appointed Seoro- 
tnry of State. In ISIS be neprfiated with Lord AihbnrloD the lettle. 
meot of the north-eastern boundai; qucation with Great Britun, and 
the treaty made bj tfaeee diplomatist* wu ratified August £0(h of that 
year. In lia;, 'iS, Webster resigned his poet and retired for a ehort 
time to prinle life, but wae re-elected to the Sooate two jean iftcroardi. 
He oppoMd Ute Heiicut war in 1U6, but austuned the administratian b; 
voting fee liberal aupfdie^ and bcdlitated aver; approach to an honounble 
fme». Paweeeing the «vib arising (torn a great acquLiitioD of territory, 
he an>oaed tboae pMiiom of the tnat; of Guadalupe Uidalgo wliich re- 
lated to that subject. In the •ettleneut of queetioiu ariuog bom these 
accfions, Wehiler took a gieal pari, and broujibt the whole weight of 
hi* talenla and influenoe to the BOODmplifhnMnt of the Compromise of 
1850. On the deoesM of the Prendent, General Tajlor, Webster was 
called bjr Preiideot Piilmwe to the Department of Slate, and ramuoed to 
tlie last daja of his eventful life in the labertoas discharge of the duliea of 
that imi<urtant tod reeponsibla oSIm. 

Daniul Welnter, It aioeeded b; eome of his contemporaries in range 
and depth of profeasioiial reading, was jtt, a* « jurist, matter of all the 
laaniDg required fur tbo diaousnon of any question, however abstrose. 
No detail, however teefanical, reosted the grasp of his memorr. At a 
■talamiaa, in the most oompleto meaning of the term, few Americans have 
ever eqnallad, and none suTpaaeed bim. He studied and judged everj^tbing 
in all its relations, and in all its details. In tsoge of political knowledge 
and •oundDossof constilutional interpretations he was said to be unrivalled. 

In addition to his abilities as a Uwjer and a statesman, be united the 
"H^nHiTr of an aooomplished scholar. Ue wsa familiar with man; of t]io 
great writer* of antlijuiljr, and master of iho entire range of Enj^iah 
liUnture ; and, what la *tiU moTa, there wu no work, auaenl or mudoflt, 
with which ha wat oicre bjniliar than the Bible. 

The Dowa of hi* death axeited profound sorrow throughout the oounti? ; 
»iid on no aniler oGCMiea was thore a more gaocral or mure aiooeie 
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eiprc^on of gricr. Tlic whole oountrj is mid literally to lure 
for him.» 

It ma; not be uninteresting to our readen to hftTe > sljelit skttd J 
those two remsriiable BtAteanien and oralors, u tbej wer« seen dunii; lb 
Uat year of their lives, by Fredrikft Bremer, in their pUoa in lb 
Senate. Henry Cl«y wu, at that time, brioging forward his Compt^B 
Bill. She says :— 

" Henry Clay bos hU teat against the wall, to the right of the enttim; 
he ia always there, attentive, lively, following the dixciunon, thrawity m 
now and then ■ itord, and not unltequeiitly taking himself the laid m ii 
Hia cbeek and eye have a feverish glow — bia voice kiid wonti, ilvp 
energetic, urged on by the impulsiveness of the soul, ootnpd attMlMi 
his arguments are to the purpose, striking, and seetning to bm tn kac 
the alamp of strong oonncUnn; and when bis Mnmg mmntar 
voice thunders the battle-cry ' Cal^ornia' (the last vylUUa of BUct 
he sounds in a peculiar mtuiDcr) through the Senate, unjd tlw igbl (r 
the freedom of Californio, tbey feel that the old warrior le«di Itea ti 
victory." . . " In the middle of thia camp ata tfa* ool^a^ 

Daniel VTebster. in hts ann-Dhnir, with his nllow ohoek and kn«, ml 
aeenis to be oppreseod with thought. I ooil him a oolossiu, not bwBMi I 
see in him an overpowering intellectual greattic»i, but on acoount of b 
magniGc-^Qt bead and manove appearanoe, although he i« not a htf* 
Hguro, and because his inQueaoe is felt as ^mething onloaML He tai 
been extremely handsome, possessed of a natural kin^fly di^ni^, aod h 
described as having by his mere presence, Biercised an almost maoiiai Ub> 
enoe over the human masses. Heisnowalmoatseren^.aadiaaliUahBi- 
some, powerful man, although yean and thought teem to w«igfa tj^m kte. 
Clay, though three years his senior, is a youth in apptarwie^ aDafwtl 
with Web»t«r. Clay is always ready to fire off; Webster aeema |o .1.^^ 
rata OBrefully as to the charging of his piece before lie u«liM thi 
matoh,"+ 

la 1852 a little book ww published in Amerioa which waa dMtllMd Ml 
only to make its author's name known fWnn one ond of the cirJIiNd kM> 
to the other, but lo rouse a spirit of sym]>atliy wiUi tlte tw^fra iHm, 
unparalleled since the first revelation of the horrors of tlia nuddlv mammL 
Tliis was " UnolB Tom's Cabin," by Mn. Harriet Beeeber 9taw«. 
In Great Britain the effect was universal through all -'nmii of McMt 
• Aniuiicon Umwuc f tliiniK o( Uio Nvw W«H. ^ 
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tnm Uw QoMD bonolf to the loweil or ber milgecta. Edition kfter 
edition me published, tiU apirards of two millions of copie*, it ms ciloa- 
Uted, vera loU. Nor wm this all : ft meeting wu convcDed ti StnlTord 
Home bj the Duchea of HutherUnd, and otbor lidiei of blgb nok, to 
kdotit u) iddreM to tbe women or Ameiics on the nibjcat of ne^-ro 
iltTcty, wfaiob subsequently reociTed upwards of bslT a million of sig- 

In the following jfir Mm. H. B. 5lowe Tisilnl England b; (special 
imitation, and oti the 7th of May wu received il Staffnrd House by many 
of (he nobility and 9tat««men of England, and a great number of persons 
dislioguixbed by philaulhropy, literature, or, dimply, by tht-ir rank. 

Through tba length and breadth of Ibe land the autboren of " Uncle 
Tool's Cabin" was welcomed ; crowd* inembled to see her wherever she 
went, and to express, not peibaps so much their admiration of a woman 
of genius, an, what was far mure, their respect for one who had stood 
forth as the advocate of outraged humanity in the perwn of tbe elsTe. 

In Anterloa, as might be eipectcd, to strong an eaprcsnon from Eng- 
land, eren more than the powerful nanatiTe itMtlf, excited the deepest 
feeling; and the antagoninn between Uia two parties, anii and pro- 
sbrery, lUmed np into renewed Tioleoee. But the voice of tnitb and 
humauit; is nerer raised in Tain, and " Cncle Tom's Cabin " will, in the 
end, do its part in the liberation of the glare — will hanten on that day 
when, under the Divine bleving, ilavery shall no longer be tbe •hame of 
America. 

On the 41b of March, 1863, the inanguislion of the new President, 
General Pierce, took place. 

An expedition to Japan, which had been sent out in IftSS, under 
the command of Commodore Parry, br the purpose of opening com- 
mercial iQieroonrM with that island, ww brought to a succwbAiI iKue 
in ISSi — a treaty being then concluded between the Etapervr of 
Japan and Conunodoni Parry to Ncnre this object. But. in bet, oom- 
mcrdal interooarnc, which U the drculalion of the life-blood of nations, 
was npidJy extending on all hands, linking one oalino and rcklm to 
another. An attempt was this year made, which promiMJ thvourably, 
to obtain (torn the Bnuilian Government the l>ee navigation of the river 
Amazon^ thus opening up a highway of commerdal inlarcourae with 
Mveral of the South Amerioan States. Again, In the north a treaty 
was ratiilwl the toUowingtyeat with Oreat Briton relative to tb* lon|{< 
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cuiit«sted quGsliun ur Ibe coftst fisberiea, vhicb then I 
getticd. The Tree navigiliou oS (lie rivsr St. Lowrenoe^r^ by lliii ■ 
opened t« the uoinmen.-e of the United States, u)d m 

ehorm tad bnja Ihim nhidi il bad hitherto beeu excluded. I>imnr *f I 
hutyeu, Hko, Ibe Americans, like Uie English, Freodi, &ii 
hkve also euucoeded in eMubli^hiug cmnmercial iat«rcourF« < 
During the late wnr with China, Ameriea sent out her ui. 
' neutral power, te ud in conuilialiag and ftdjnxling d 

Rune time to secure with Kuada stHne of the commGnaal adia 
were sure te accrue tram Ihe throwing op«n of this unioetiM (^ 

Spit« of the adjustment ol the quettion regvdiii(( the a 
other diOicultiee aroae vith Great Bnlain which coiuidenbly m 
the public mind during the year ISoi, or, mther, whidi wi 
ao for olectioneoring pur]>o»s ; the Pnuident and hi* i 
tvorthiljr seeking popularity aitli the mas»es preparatory to Um a 
electiua. These cause* of atumadly agiunat Ot«i* Britftin ■ 
first place, from questjone relative to Central America, whieb aWI tl 
aJterwarda ciiiUiined, and from the attempt of the BriUah GonnuaMI, 
during the war then varryitig on agoiiul Biuaia, b> enliat rwtBita is At 
Ilrituh-Americaii poeBcauons. Thin was regarded b; Um VBtlid EkM 
GoT«rameiit as an ioftingenieDt of the laws of neutndttjf, tuti imBj 
Ur. Cramptou, tUo UritisU Minister at Woshingtuii. and Um BriM 
CotiEuU at Now Yoik, Philadelphia, and Cindnuti, wtn diamiaMd. 

As regards the que<i(ian of Central America, some litU« <kta3 mmtL It 
given before it can be mode olear to our readerr, and Iliia wo will ci*t « 
briefly as posible ttom the Annual B^gistcr of LS&G and olhcr aoamL 

Cenlml America oompriMs the lUIes of Guatemala, Cgata Bin, Xu>r- 
agua, SolTudur, and Spaateh Honduras, which farmorlj ootntttuM Ik 
kingdom or viooroj-ally of Guatemala, preiioua U) Um reroluUMi tthM 
serarod them hum Spain. 

On tha li)lh of April, 18&0, a treaty was negocaatsd by Sir Htttfj I^rtka 
Bulwer, herMBJeity'RUiQi«t«rin the Uuittd SlatM, aad Ur. Cl^yU^ 
then Secretary of State for the United Slat«^ and Umkm nIM Mi 
Claj'Uin-Sulwer Treaty between Great Uritoin and llw Unitad Simtm, ■» 
ktive to the projected establishmBnt of a ship canal bttWBMl Uw rtlh'itk 
and Pacific Ooeans, by way of the river San Juan da Kioara(B&. 

By the brA article of this treaty the G<»anim«Bts of Ureal Britatai^ 
Um Doited BUtea declared that neither one vr Uw olhar WooM mv 
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obuin ui nwintain for itnit anj eiduriie oantrol over lUe thip cuml, ind 
•greod Uuit noitliMr would ever erect or Duintain sn; furtiflcaiioiu oom- 
muidiiig the auoe, or in the Ticinity thereof, or occupy, or fortify, or 
(vliiaisr, or aaume or eiercise imj dominion over Nicar>f;ua, Co«ta Bico, 
the Klofquito CoMt, or any part oT Centnl Aioericm, nor would they 
either, in any my, aid or abet the erecting of IbrtiScaliniu, or of occupy- 
inf(, Of coloDianK, or exarci»ia|{ dominioa aver Nic9fii|;ua, Coata Bica, tlio 
Uosquito CoMt, or any put of Ceotnl America. 

The Drititb Ooreminent had, hoirorer, be«a for nearly tiro centuries 
pratoctorB of the Moequito Indiinii, and in 1S6I Lord Palmeraton, the 
Seontary of Foreign Al^rf. in order Mill mnro elDcieotly to protect the 
Hoiquiloa, pnpoted that the boundariea of the SUtea of Honduras, Nicra* 
TBfCua, and Co«t« Rioa, whiidi border the Uoaquito tsrrilary, should be 
di^Qnod, and thiu render the dutiea of protection more clear, requesting at 
the »iu« time the oo'operation nf the United SUtoa Ooiemmciit. It (o 
h>ppi>ued, however, thai at the mouth uf the river San Juan lay a little 
poft eMti Vett Sao Juan, of which, in January, 18M, the Brititb look 
poMtHoa oa behalf of the Mo«qulbH, ttom the Nioangiuuu, who had 
tumd it in 1M3-4, and by the British it «a* oUed Oreytown. From Ihis 
time it WM igvn hel<fcby Iha Ho*quila*, under the protection of Orcat 
Bnteia. But now. a* tbo port of Oreytown had suddeuty Hmd into a 
place of inporlaDc* fruni the bet of it* lying at oae of the outlets of the 
propond gn&t ihip canal, it iraa oeeeHary that it ihould be under the 
oonlTol of ■oine emdeni govcranent. It Ihereforo appeared no inAingi- 
mml of the treaty, that Great Britaio, ai protcclor of Um MoMiuita^ Uie 
chief of whom wa« unable himialf to eatablwh ft niltloienUy wdl-oi^ao- 
■Md admipiilralion at ao imparlAut a pla«. la mpply by ila power and 
agmoy thai which wa« required. But u Uii« might t>« attended with 
difllcnltlM, it wai further projiond that the Brituh government ihould 
nn their influenoa with the Uotquitua lo induce them for a nitOcient 
compennlion to inaladB Greytowu, and ■ ccrtMQ diririct to tha uarth, 
willnn the limita of Carta BJa, aooording to a Loe of boundary than to ba 
Bied, 

Thii Kheme wii, bowerer, oppoaed by the United Slalea goTBi 
on the plaa that Greylown beloagod, not lo the Uoiquitn. but 
gna; It baving bean, aa befora italad, aeiwd upon by tho Hu 
wban bearing the name of Port San Juao. 

Such WM ooa hranefa of the diaputed aulyect ; another 
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Britain hmi oeased, bjthe condiUoiu or theClajton-Bulirer TrMtj.ll 
prutectoT or the Mosquito coiist, and cooseqitentlj, the q 
■Dgrily enough as to whether, whilst Great Britain m 
ocuup;, oolonise, nor fortaf;, she still could protect and defend tbe te 
of the MoBquito people. She stoutly maintained thai ske o 
Garendoa, the Foreign Secretary, in 1851, obsorviDg-, thai "tha qi 
at issue relative to Oreytown, and that part or tha Hasipitta o 
bordering upon the river San Juan, is not whether Great Briloin duA 
directly or indirectly, eierciao dominion o 

Nicaragua, or some other equally independent stat«, afaould obUin ft- ' 
sesaion thereor, ia a manner consonant with the honountble obligmtimd 
Great Britain— the peace of Central America, and the ^ety from f^m- 
cution of the Mosquito Indiana; or whether, on the other hand, Niai»- 
gua should be put in possession of that territory, in ■ manner almK 
oerl^n to produce hostilities between Nicaragua and Coeta Bnb, and » 
lead to the persecution «nd deatructiou at the Mooquilo people, an dUr- 
native to nhich Great Britain would not consent, aod which lAe gamn- 
ment oT tbe United States could have no motive Tor reqitinng." 

Nor was this all; a third subject of dispute had nriaen, wfaidi**^ 
shortly, as foUow?, and which we will give Brom the same anlhonlj.* 

At the distnnce of about thirty miles from the coast t)t Ilaadiin* fit 
the islands Buatan, Bonocca, Utilln, Unrbant, Helene, and Uot«L T» 
these islands the British govem[i>eot, by virtue of ita tattlmaat ri 
Belize in the Boy of Uacdurns, where it bad long enjoyed the rigM (f 
cutting mahogany and dye-wonds, bad si various timta laid <)■■, 
especially to Kuatan, on which the British SuporiDtendeal al TTiiH. 
landing la 1811 nitli a body of men, had hoisted the Britnh Sig. AIbh 
that time they had remained under the British rule, and ■ liiiiuli rf 
settlers had taken up their abode upon them under Ibe BriUdi prolan 
tion. In this undisturbed possession a proobuonlion waa airmkiil 
during the summer ot lSb2 by the colonial authoritiei at Ueliae, italiag 
that her Britannia M^eaty had boen pleased to oonstitule and nnfc* Ih* 
isULuds above enumerated into a colony, to be known and dfaiptatwl m I 
Dolony of the Bay Islanda. 

Tho formation ot tbe Bay Itknds a« a British oalon; gave gnal 
oObnce to the United States, and a Commitlee of the Scnau od n>ii(B 
ilehttioD>v to whom the then Presidaiit Fdlmore refbmd Um q 

* Aimiul B^jm. lUt. 
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reymrted u thnr opinioa that the^c tbliuida constituted a part or tfas 
B«|iublic of Hondiira-s and thercrore Tormed part of CentriJ AmeriRn, 
uid in coiuequenoe thit any oocupatioo of them bj Great Britain would 
be I violatioD ot Oxt Clayton and Bulwer treaQr. With this Tiew 
yir. BudluuuD, then ministar at the Britiah Court, remoaetratod with 
Lord ClaKndoQ. With regard to Biulaa.he urged ao <)uestioD oould 
arise from any alleged Moiquito prot«ctonito ; the inland belonged to the 
Slates of HoDduiu.it only thirty miles distance from the port of TnixiUo. 
. , . Bualao, he argued, wag an Uland of great vnlue and 
importaniw. oa acoount of iu eKoellsnt harbour*, which are r*r« along that 
oooit. Indeed, it hai been deicribed 1^ a Spanish authorily a> the key of 
Uie Bay of Hondun*. and the focua of the trade of the neighbouring 
oouotries ; therefore, if Oreat Briuii) retained poawwinn of it, he argued 
the would bo ahle to inlcrTupt the trade of the United Ststw on ila pa- 
nge to the Ulhmua, and oblun coolrol over the Xicaraguan tanal. In 
reply to this. Lord CUrendon maiotaiaed that the Clayton -Bui wer Treaty 
did not refer, in the remotest d^ree, to her Britaonio Majesty'* teltlement 
at Belize or jla dependeoueo. but nmply lo thoM >lal«s aniled al one 
time wider the name of the Contral American Bepublic, and now comprising 
five Kpuite Npublics. NdUiar, he aswrted, could it be denied that 
Buatan, whenever occupied either Id remuM or recent Uniea, had been 
permanenlly oom|jied by more than a mihlary guard or Qaiplair, it had 
been t^ Britlih nibjecta, and Uut it bad long beeo oonBiderad aa one of 
the dependeneUa of Beliie. 

NenrtbdaM) ao deanma waa the Britinh government of arranging 
UioM didbroDoea amicably, that it was proposed to mbmit the quertion of 
the right undentanding of the Clayton-Bulwar Treaty, to a third power. 
But to llii* mode of adjuntment the United Slatet government objected, 
and the queaUon itill remain* uuettled. Uut atnmge to my, rnhUA Ilia 
Americana wore *o much excitad a^puiM Grwat Britain, in the idea that 
(he was infringing the treaty of 1830, by maintuning her hold upon 
(Ireylowv, a party of FUllbualerv, headed by Colonel Walker, elill nan 
formidable than that of Lopei in their attempt on Cuba, were tenfold 
lufringing the lame treaty, in their endeavours bo poueaa the whole of Um 
the rich and beautiful country ot Nicaragua. Without going iolo the 
full detail of this unjuaUfiable atlenipl, we will limply give a clironicle of 
its principal events taken from Uiu American Alnuoaoi of the yean 
irliich it eoibiwaa. 
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On April 27tli, 18B5, we find Colonal Kinney arrested, ii 
on a bench warrant, issued upon an indictment found agaii 
Federal District Court, for bepnning a militaiy cniterpriM a^ 
gna; and on June Ist the Depublio of Niomgua iKned m a 
claiming martial law, and prohibiting "the advenlurara, Kmne; I 
Fabens," on pain of dpalh, from entering the republic for any a 
yet, spite of this, on the SSrd of the same month. Colonel Walker unrni 
off San Junn del Sud, in tho brig Vesta, and landed Us foroee, and tMrf 
Oenernl Castiilon, nho had joined him. A battle was fought at Kins, a 
nhich Colonel Walker nas compelled to retire. We no<r taUv II* 
Almanac Chronicle aoeording to dates, without further oomnieDl. 

September 3, General Walker, with 150 men, onlj thirty of wtioB *m 
whites, took up his quarters at Tirgiin Bny ; he wax immediately atudcd 
b; Oeneral Mundiola, who came from Riras with 40O men, and wbe ms 
defeated with a loss of fifty mea, while Walltcr lost but one whilaaittl A<« 
natives. On October 12, Walker took possesson of Oraaada, wilfa ■ \m 
to the enemy of fifteen killed and nevenU woundnd. On lfa« 31ft, titm 
was sworn into office as President of Nicamgua; Walker ''""liTiiig !■ U> 
faTour at Granada. December 19, Parker H. French, at WuUngka, 
informs Mr. Marcy, the SecretAry of State, by note, that tie w If IdMirrf 
Nicaragua tot^M United States, and requests anint«TTio<r: and Iwvdqn 
afterwards, Mr. lUnroy replied that the President bad not y«t ocaB naiaa 
for establiehing diploraatle intcrcounw with those claiming to rula Nki- 
ragua. So tat the President and (he Secretory of Stata r 
discounlenanccd the Filtibusters; but Ihs wntinwnt waa not c 
for, scarcely a fortnight afterwards, Jan. 9, 185S, the steamer STor y lb 
W^ sailed from New Turk with a party of Fillibuft«n on bewd, Ac 
Nicaragua ; and again the autjiorltiet expressed disapprobatMi, ^rf 
four men were arrested before sailing by the United Statai' ] 
>ranunry 22, President Bivae, of Nicantf^ua, BQDpended olRaal «i 
cation with the American Minister, because the United BUlaa 
acknowledi^ French, bis diplomatio envoy at Wiwhinifton. 

Ftbruary 10, a decree was promulgated bv Preeidenl RiTa*, « 
and annexing the whole of the Hosquita territory a* fart of Nta 
Tliis is ttr beyond anything which Great Britain had done ; and IWfl 
March 11, President RiTM, of NicangUB, declamwar i^nit Oorta 1 
■a that nothing short of the whole of Central America tppamllj ■ 
•aliafy tbemi but on the 20th of the rame moi 
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with 400 of Gtnenl Walker^f men, wn attedied at the Hifliendft Santa 
Bom by a party of 600 Costa-Bicans, under General Mof% and entirdy 
defeated, in a diarp action of fourteen minntes' duration. Nineteen 
priMmen, chiefly Irish and Germans, were tried by court-martial and 
■hot by the Coeta-Bicans, who had themselTeB azteen killed, of whom siz 
were officers, and twenty-ftre wounded; and on April 7th, the Costa- 
Bicans took poes e arion of Bifaa, with 2,000 men. On the 10th, 206 men 
left New Orleans to join Cteneral Walker in Nicaragua; and on the same 
day Lieutenant Green, with only fifteen men, attacked 200 Costa-Bicans, 
killed twenty-ecTen, and dispersed the rest. The following day. Walker, 
with a force of 400 American and 300 natives, attacked the Costa-Bioans* 
numbering 8,000, at Bitas, and after a long contest, forced them to leaye 
the city, with the loas of 200 killed and 400 wounded. The loss to General 
Walker was eighty killed and disabled, including nearly the whole of his 
official sUff. September 22, General Walker's Goremment repealed the 
Act of April 17, 1821, abolishing slarery in Central America. October 12, 
Walker attacked the natife and GuatemaUan force at Massaya, and the 
next day, at Granada, his loss amounting to tweWe killed and thirty 
wounded ; that of the other side, 1,100 killed ftnd wounded. Norember 10, 
General Homsby, in Nicaragua, with 200 men, defeated 1,100 Costa-Bicans, 
under General Carras, with the loss of two killed and elcTen wounded; 
of the Costa-Bicans 200 were killed. Between the 20th and the 26th 
instant. General Walker's army destroyed the city of Granada, at the head 
of Lake Nicaragua. That one portion at least of the American people 
regarded them acfaierements with i^robation is apparent, firom the &ot 
that a " Walker Sympathy Meeting* was held in New York on De- 
cember 21, at which it was announced that arms, men, and prorisions 
were ready to be sent out to him. Two days afterwards, the boats of 
the Nicaraguan transportation line were seised by a party of Coeta- 
Bicans at Puenta Arenas ; and on the third day in the new year (1857) 
the steamer Sam Carlot was also seised near Fort San Carlos, on the San 
Juan BiTer. On the 20th, Henningsen, an Englishman, well known jn 
that country as a literary man, and soldier in the Hungarian struggle for 
liberty, and now one of Walker's officers, attacked St George, Nicaragua, 
a place ten miles up the Lake trooL Virgin Bay, and after sereral hours' 
fighting, was forced to retire, with a loss of sixteen killed and thirty- 
three wounded. Exactly a month afterwards, General Walker himself 
also attacked the same fort^ but fuling; UXi \mk on Bifai. On the 12th9 
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hit troaps, under Culonel Lockridge, cnpLured Seiapiqni, and n I 
rollowini; dsy proccodud to Mack Custillo, Tortj miles bejood, fa 
attack fiuled, through the cowardice, it ww aui), of an officer. 
daTj tho Atennier Texaj unved ftt San Juan, NioarstgiUL, f 
OrleaoB, with £00 mea under Colonel Titus ; and on tttc Sth, Uie T 
from New York, with aity under Captain lUrbaim. The *) 
Bicans attacked Walker in his entrenchment at B.ivHi, Inil «« 
with Iobb; Devertlielesa the tide had begun to turn, aod on the 2 
Bteatoer Empirv City reached New Orleans with 100 of WaUur"* ■ 
and on Uaj-day, Walker, surrounded b; the Costa-Rican forco^ i 
with CajitBiD Davis, of the United Stales' frigate Si. Jtlaryt, lo Iwt 
Nicaragua, upon Captain Davis's pledge to him of safety Tor bun lal bM 
men, and Bivas wna surrendered to Captain Davis; and on Um Hk, 
President Uora, of Costa Uico, proclaimed that the tnr ana ended, Bd 
FilUbuBt«riBiii oonquered. On June 28, spile of the syatpnthy inuli^ 
held the foiegoiug winter at New York ua the shortect dftj, actretij^m 
MiJsummei' come and the longest dii>- possci), vrbeo the steam-Ai^ 
Wabtuh arrived at New York, biingiug 121 of Walker's ofiken ud ^m, 
with thirteen women and five children ; and again, earij in Angvst, iki 
frigate Xoonote, with 2fi4, and a few days Inter the Tenrnttux, with STl 
more. Thus melted away, like anew in the 6un, the great FiUibtuMiv 
army of Central America. 

Whilst the disputed questions we have enumerated were agitvliBg ttl 
public mind, there was still another, pregnant with more iateraal latM^ 
nesE than all the rcst—thnt of slavery, with regard to the nes iMtitof; af 
Kansas, The Missouri Compromiw, as it was called, restrictod abrar* to 
such states as lie rout h of a certain geogriphical lino, 36 d*^. aoHin. 
north latitude, the soulbom boundary of the stale of Srueuuri. Banh<< 
whiah line it was decreed, in the year 183(^ on the po^ng of tbo UMrat 
Compromise Bill, that slavery should never be pcrmittod lo exirt. 

Early in the sesrion 1351, territorial ),-overtiiniiut ww gnntid lAtht 
new territory of Kansas, which, lyint( north of the line of th» lli«a«n 
Compromise, ought nntunJly to have beon a f^ee tenitoBj, Uol thi 
southern, or pro-davBry stales, fearing that by the iacMOM of frw tmti- 
tories, which would ultimately beoome tree slates, ttw bakaoa oT ptmn 
would be plaeud Id the bunds of the northern, or frc» statn^ i 
on the inrntvtion of the Miesoun Compromiss, wbuji, il w 
hod tw«D superadod by the Compromise acta of ISGO, ud ttal b 
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all («mtoriea miut be left to establub such instilulions u th^ pleaiej. 
The oppoaite part; «u iailignuit at Llia TiotalioD ot a nils which had 
hitherto been oeU nored tuder ail oircuiiutaiMes ; beaides which. 
Congress itoelf hod the right to prohibit tiiverj in any torriWrj. From 
1787, when the oxdiuion of itavery from the Dorth-we«tern territory was 
aaoctiuDed, under the Conrtitutioii, it had exercised th« Mma power down 
toakU period. SpLto or proufldeat and reamo, however— tpite ot (La 
oppoailion of Kuuoi iUslI— a bill to estnblish sUTcrj in that territory 
paucd, a coiuiderable portion of the north, itraiiga to la;, uniting wilb 
Um south on thi* quealion. 

t^ patMgs of tha bill produced the utmost eiospention of r««ling, 
and Kansas became the battle-Beld for two ho«lile factions — a melancholy 
MWBeof d*il war. 

As an example of the spirit which was prevalent at this time in the 
United Slates, called forth by the eril genius of ilsTeT;, we will give from 
the Amerioui Almanaca ot 1S5&-7 the foUowing entries, which are dia> 
gruxful to a aJTilised oountrjf : — 

" Uny 22 — Cbarlce Sumner, seoalor from Manachiuetta, while sealed 
at hit d(9ik in the Scnato Chamber, engagi^ in writiof, was violautlf 
asiaullod and beat«n to the Ooor by Preston S. Brook^ who was aooom* 
ponied by L. M. Keitt, both membcri of the IIouio from South Carolioa, 

"Juno 2 — The UouM Conuuitlee at tVs^hington report in favour ot 
tlie expulsion ot Mr. Brooks. The Qnal voting stands— jenn, ISl, nay* 95, 
which being leas ttian the usual tno-Uiirds voto, the House rcfuies to 
igreo to the expuluun. L'pon this Mr. Brook* reubnu, and Ur. Kcilt, 
being ceuumd, rcsiji^ ahto. 

"Juno i&— The grand jury, at WanUington, rettini aa indictment 
against P. 8. Brooki^ for lasanll and battery upon Charles Sumner. 

" July 8 — The omc of Iho indiotneni against P. 8. Brooks was islUd up 
■t Washington, for the aMault upon Senator Sumner. He adiniiied tha 
Ihots, and wai aentcnoed to [sy a line ot 200 ddlan ; and in nght dajv 
F. B, Brooks and L. Ksitt were r«.«Iectod to Congress from South Cafallntk 

" j&ugust xa— A large meeting wa* bcli In Columbia, South Carolina, 
to welwme P. S. Brooks. The Mayor gave him a mm, aad viitr UM- 
mmmIs b/ afprahatia*. 

" October 6 — P. 8. Brook* wm puMlcly rrcdved by hlj> eonstitomta ; 
trttral namt, and moch gold and siWar plat*, wor« given to him, and 
i^eache* mads by SwMor Bull«,atkd •ariout otlur prwuinent citistm^ 
X D 
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"Tfovemller 6 — Charles Sumner was pubUcly rcccired in BcaUB «lA 
the greatest enthusiasm bj a vast concourse ol people, on UweeadMtf 
this hU first viat to Boston since the attack upon hint in tin BNrii 
Chamber. 

" I8o7. February 2G— Charles Sumner took hia aeat !□ the V. S.8m* 
for the ilret time since the outrage upon him." 

The question of shiTer; or no slaver;, bowcrer, m regard* TTmiM h1 
all future territories and slates, is now settled. The SesBian at fiiugll 
in 18SS, has decided that not only is Kanms a daTO tarritorj, slter<(f 1i 
be admitted into the Union as a slave-state, but that she may be, tf Itt 
nme time, a free t«rritorj and state, if the Tote of the uujtmty of te 
population so wills; for thit henceforth there is do geographical Bmil M 
slarery. It is now det^idod b; the Supremo Court "that all AiMricM 
oitkens have equal righl to take iato the territories what«Ter it h(U ■ 
property under the laivs of any of the state), and bold euoh pn^artr 
there under the guardianship of the Federal Constitution, bo 1odi; m tkt 
territorial condition shall remain." Thun, then, there is no limil to 
slavery, north, souUi, east, or west, whenever any now lerritotj «*»«n h 
brought under constitatioual government. 

Of the great naUooal works which at present engage %ha rttfmtiw rf 
the TTnjted States we will umply mention the transit roattt aeroa Ibi 
Isthmtu uniting the Atlantic »nd PaciGo Oceans, and the Gr«M EVKrff 
Boilwnj. 

or the tran^t routes across the Isthmus there are aereral. Tht 
NiearaguBU route was opened in August, 1852, and continued (e 
till the 181b of February, 18l}6, when it was closed, and the i 
the United States wbitririly revoked, under the govemmetil of 
EiviLs. A second treaty, however, was signed in November, 1857, bf Qtf 
Secretory of State and Minister of Nicaragua, securing ths um of lU 
transit to the United States, and all other nations, but, fk-om "»!» caMH 
or other, it has not jet bn^n ralidcd by the Nicaroguaii goronniMBt. Ite 
Panama route is enjoyed by a treaty with New Granada ; and the tTiHUl 
States guarantee the neutrality of the Iithmus, with the view tlwl tb* bH 
transit IVom the one tea to the other may not be interrupted. A tUri 
rout«, called the Tehuanlepeo route, was opened in December, IS5^ bf 
treaty witb Meiioo, which secures to the dtizont of the Coltwd StatwU* 
right of transit over it for their persons and mercluuKiite, and ttipuUtM IM 
neither government shall interpose any ob«t«cla therelo. Tfaa 
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mlao, not WBtaining letlen Tor distribution on the line, are Intuported 
acroM tb« Iithmui, together with gooda intended tot trtmst only, free 
of ctulora-bouse or other cbugea hj the Moiicaa gaFGrament. 

The PuciBo Bulroad is & gigauUe undertaking, which wae at first 
rcgnrded even b; the Americans bb on imposable scheme. "TwelTe 
mouUu affi," nyi the PreBident Buchanan, in his bte message, " such a 
road wu deemed by wise and pntnotio men to be a Tisioniu-j prtgeot. 
^e great distance to be oioioamc, and the intervening mountains nnd 
dMerta in the waj, nere obsltioles ivhich, in the opinion of mooy, could 
not be numounted. Now theeo obftide!^ it bu been discorered, are far 
leM formidftble th«n tbey vere luppoeed to be ; and mail rtngee, with 
paaMngere, now pwi and repas regularly, tirim in each ireek, by 
a oommon wagon rood, between San Francicoo and SL Louis and 
Memphii, in \tm than twentj-flve dajs. The servioe has been aa 
reijiiUrlf performed *a it wa« in former years between New York nod 
thill city. 

" niitle discUiming ill authority to appropriate money for the coo- 
struoUoD of this road, except that deriTed from the war-making power of 
the oontUtutieo, there ore importsot oollatenU considerationg urging us 
to undertake Hie work u speedily as poenble. 

"Tbu tint end mart momentous of these is, that sneh a read would be 
a powerful bond of union between the ilates cut and west of the Bocky 
Mountains. This is ao self-erident, aa to require no illustration. 

" But again. In a eommerdal peint of Tiew 1 oonuder this the great 
question of the day. With the eastern ^nt of our republic stretuhing 
along the Atlantie, and ila western bint along the PaciSo, it all the parte 
diould b* united by a wth, easy, and rapid intoroommunication, we mail 
OaoaHarily oomffland a very large proportion of the tnde both of Eunpt 
nod Ana. Oar recml treatiee with China and Japan will Dj«n tbeae rloh 
and popnlona empirM to our oommeroe : and the tuitor^ of the woriil 
pronn Uiat the nalioD which haa gained poaseadon of the trade with 
£itt«m Ana baa always become wealthy and powerfuL The peouliar 
geographioal poatian of California and onr PadOe posBsaiou* invitee 
AmarioJi capital and enterprise into tbi* fruitful Iteld. To raep the rich 
bamat, howsTer, it is an indiapeowbte pr»-roiiuiiiile Uiat we shall flnt 
hare a railroad to cuuTey and oirmlale ilj product* throughout every 
portion of the Union. Besides, such a railroad Ihrou^-h our tern* 
perato kuiude, which wenU net be impeded by Uie frosts and anowa of 
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triiil«r, nor by tbo tropical he&ts of nimmer, wmld Bttnok to \tr*il moA 
of lUe travel and the trado of ill tiatioiu psunng batireen Eonf* mi 

Suoh bw-Dg the adwitages of thi i great railroad, we maj be vny Ml 
that not many Veoemljera will pass before the President, in ht« a 
niesifi!^, nil! oangratulata the imtioa on its ooiupletioD, and ifloa 
opomtioii. 

The oensiu of 1830 reported the population of the TTnited Stato I* ll 
£3,267,498, of frbinh 3^97,58^ were slavm. In th« same ytur, tbm ti 
of emigration from Europe l« America oioeeded 800,000. 

Wo have thus brought down the history of the United StalM te fta 
present timo, and the reader cannot fail of hOiViog been impnij^td wUk • 
Benw of tbo vitality which baa ever invked the progrew and d 
of the Aoglo-AmericaD Sutes, and nhich, tram tfaa snialleat b 
ou the Atlantic shore, have non e^leaded nitk an iiT«natib]« Cara* to Ifaa 
fir I'aoiSo. 

Politically and morally the Kpiiblic of the United States haa U«n i 
graad, suouoa^ful ezpenment. While the nation has grown wUh m 
UQexunpled rapidity, it has not overlooked tbo eafenliul fottndatioBi «f 
national greatness — the religious and social advanoament of Uie peewit. 
The Bohool-houiie and the place of wunhip have ^rung ap aininl 
iriUi humau dweUinga in the wilderness. And though a 
the ohuracten of her inititution^ though the blot of tlkveii^ d 
page of her history, and her abundant harvojit flelda h»*0 b«ea walMiit 
by the blood of the Indian, atiU, even for the ilave is thrr* hyp* of Hb 
amelioration of bis condition, sad it may be of his redemption, llinngk 
the gronring enligbteuuteot of the South. And m regard* tfatt TialM 
mlaaionary labour is increasing among his people, and when Vtej MS 
capable of reaei*ing the iuvtruolion and uinliMtioD of the Trtirla^ it il 
given. In IS50, there were 570 minionariee, more than half et ■!»■ 
were women, labouring earne-itly in the wildemen, togetIi«r wtlh ^000 
preaohers and helpers aoiDTig the nitiiGs theniadvea. A lliwiwul 
cburcbea, of various Christian denominitions, have been enetad, and 
the number of professing Christian Indians amonnts at Uiia litaa to 
40.S37. A great niunbor of noboob have been ulabluthBd, and an 
increodng duly, whore the luditu) cLildren, to the Dumber ofSO.an 
)«ceivo tnstruutiao in reading, writing, and aiilbmolio, m INfl M fS 
buidicrall trades. The womon nutlj Bc<|uiio IhoM lalta^ I 
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pnae* tarn been Introduoed uMuig than, and w<vk> in thirty diflbmit 



Wbik UwM (lualitiM tn given Ibr edncilion taumg the Indian^ thow 
irtiich m afforded for ndety «t Urg« are on the moat ample and liberal 
Male. Eduoation ii indiipenaable to the man and woman of the New 
'Wwld, and a iyrtem of Khool education ii universaUjr establuhed there, 
which makM moral and inteUeotnal enlightenment oommon to all, ine> 
•I>eotive of creedi end partial. 

• MiMBnDB'i'-IIocMaeftteMawWorfd.'' 
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